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CORPORATE HERO: HOME DEPOT

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the continued
good work by an Atlanta-based com-
pany in helping rebuild the hurricane
ravaged gulf coast.

Nine months after Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita devastated the area,
Home Depot continues to play a lead
role in reconstruction. The region re-
mains in need, and to date Home Depot
has contributed over $11 million to the
relief efforts, and their employees have
volunteered countless hours and re-
sources to help rebuild the region. The
company has vowed to continue their
work to make sure that the region re-
alizes that rebirth. And while it may be
easy for a company to pledge support
early when the spotlight is on, it is ad-
mirable to see Home Depot still out
there with hammer and nails in hand
months after the media frenzy has sub-
sided.

While time has passed, Home Depot’s
enthusiasm and compassion for the vic-
tims of this disaster has not. It is im-
portant to recognize these ongoing ef-
forts and all the people continuing to
aid in the recovery.

Mr. Speaker, the gulf coast region re-
mains in need of a helping hand, and
Home Depot is an outstanding example
of corporate responsibility and compas-
sion.

———

TRIBUTE TO LUCKY MONDRES

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, many of our
colleagues and staff who are on the Hill
today may not remember Marvin
“Lucky” Mondres, but those of us who
have been around for a while will recall
Lucky ran Representative Burke’s
Washington office for several years.

Our paths first crossed when I served
at the Interior Department and Lucky
was my counterpart as the congres-
sional liaison officer for the Commerce
Department in the early 1970s.

He served with distinction at Com-
merce and in several other Depart-
ments in both the Nixon and Ford ad-
ministrations. Members on both sides
of the aisle came to know that if they
needed information or assistance, they
could depend on Lucky to be forthright
and diligent in providing it.

I want to share the news that Lucky
is battling the final stages of cancer.
But as those who know him would
guess, he is not dwelling on that but is
focused on living each day to the full-
est, just as he has done his entire life.

In his retirement years in
Massanutten in Virginia’s Shenandoah
Valley, he has devoted his time to his
children and his grandchildren, with
some charity work along the way, and
always some time for golf.
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We want to thank Lucky for his pub-
lic service and his contributions to our
country and ask the Good Lord to bless
him.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

HURRICANE RELIEF EXTENSION
ACT OF 2006

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 5354) to authorize the Secretary
of Education to extend the period dur-
ing which a State educational agency
or local educational agency may obli-
gate temporary emergency impact aid
for elementary and secondary school
students displaced by Hurricane
Katrina or Hurricane Rita, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 5354

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Hurricane
Relief Extension Act of 2006°".

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR OBLIGATION
OF TEMPORARY EMERGENCY IM-
PACT AID FOR DISPLACED STU-
DENTS.

Notwithstanding sections 107(f) and 110 of
title IV (commonly known as the ‘‘Hurricane
Education Recovery Act’) of Division B of
the Department of Defense, Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations to Address Hurri-
canes in the Gulf of Mexico, and Pandemic
Influenza Act, 2006 (Public Law 109-148; 119
Stat. 2680), the Secretary of Education may
extend the period during which a State edu-
cational agency or local educational agency
may obligate funds received under section
107 of that title, except that such funds shall
be used only for expenses incurred during the
2005-2006 school year, as required by section
107 of that title.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds as fol-
lows:

(1) According to the Department of Edu-
cation, more than 370,000 students were un-
able to attend school in the weeks following
hurricanes Katrina and Rita.

(2) According to the Department of Edu-
cation, 158,000 students remained displaced
as of October 1, 2005, and are eligible for im-
pact aid.

(3) The unprecedented nature of this crisis
and the massive dislocation of students
prompted the Congress in 2005 to approve the
Hurricane Education Recovery Act to pro-
vide money to reopen schools in the Gulf
Coast region and an additional $645 million
for impact aid.

(4) The Congress included stringent time
lines in the Hurricane Education Recovery
Act to ensure the money would quickly be
sent to the local educational agencies to help
the schools in need.
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(5) The Department of Education acceler-
ated the application process in order to
quickly release education-related relief.

(6) A significant portion of the recovery
aid, both restart and impact aid, has yet to
reach damaged schools and local educational
agencies.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—The Congress
urges State educational agencies to expedi-
tiously distribute education relief funds re-
ceived under title IV (commonly known as
the “Hurricane Education Recovery Act’’) of
Division B of the Department of Defense,
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations to
Address Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico,
and Pandemic Influenza Act, 2006 (Public
Law 109-148; 119 Stat. 2680)) to impacted
schools and institutions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY) and the gen-
tlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MAILONEY) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks on
H.R. 5354.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5354, the Hurricane
Relief Extension Act of 2006, amends
the Hurricane Education Recovery Act
to allow the Secretary of Education to
extend, beyond the 2006 school year,
the period during which a State edu-
cational agency or local educational
agency may obligate temporary emer-
gency impact aid for elementary and
secondary schools that enroll students
displaced by Hurricanes Katrina or
Rita.

In addition, the bill includes a sense
of the Congress that urges State edu-
cational agencies to distribute expedi-
tiously any education relief funds re-
ceived under such act to impacted
schools and institutions.

I want to thank Chairman MCKEON
and the Education and the Workforce
Committee staff for working with me
on this legislation.

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita created
real and pressing educational needs in
the gulf coast region. According to the
U.S. Department of Education, more
than 370,000 students were unable to at-
tend school in the weeks following the
hurricanes. About 158,000 students were
still displaced as of October 1, 2005, and
are eligible for impact aid. More than
1,100 schools, public, private, and paro-
chial, were still closed 2 weeks after
the storms.

In the immediate days after the hur-
ricanes hit, I worked closely with my
colleagues on the Education and the
Workforce Committee to assess the
damage caused by the storms and to
move forward and send Federal aid to
the highest need areas in the shortest
amount of time possible. We supported
an innovative electronic reimburse-
ment proposal that would have enabled



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-13T12:44:45-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




