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the United States sent $10 million worth of
pharmaceuticals to local clinics in the Gaza
Strip on May 10.

Mr. SHAYS. Madam Speaker, the founding
charter of Hamas reads, “Israel will rise and
will remain erect until Islam eliminates it as it
had eliminated its predecessors.” Madam
Speaker, when your enemy says he is going
to kill you, you better pay attention.

The Hamas victory in Palestinian parliamen-
tary elections is of great concern to me and
many others and presents a major challenge
to the peace process. Hamas ran a campaign
primarily based on cleaning out the corruption
of the Fatah party. The Palestinian people re-
sponded to this pledge, but sadly in the proc-
ess elected a terrorist government.

Unless Hamas recognizes the State of
Israel's right to exist, ceases incitement and
permanently disarms and dismantles their ter-
rorist infrastructure, there is no hope for
peace. The bottom line is neither our govern-
ment nor Israel can meet with or provide as-
sistance to a government led by this terrorist
organization.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4681, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5384, AGRICULTURE, RURAL
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2007

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington (dur-
ing debate on H.R. 4681), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 109-477) on the
resolution (H. Res. 830) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5384)
making appropriations for Agriculture,
Rural Development, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, and Related Agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2007, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

———

REPUBLICANS OFFERING ENERGY
SOLUTIONS

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, many
Americans are concerned about gaso-
line prices. They can rest assured that
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House Republicans are focused on their
concerns and are working very hard to
lower the costs of gasoline over the
mid and long term.

Republicans introduced and passed
the Gasoline for America’s Security
Act which will ban price gouging and
increase U.S. fuel supply by encour-
aging new refineries while at the same
time promoting conservation efforts.
The bill passed the House but still
needs immediate attention in the
United States Senate.

Republicans also passed the Energy
Policy Act which reduces the cost of
energy, reduces our reliance on foreign
oil sources, encourages the use of alter-
native power sources and improves our
electricity transmission capability.
The bill also provides relief to our
hardworking farmers by providing tax
incentives and money for research and
development by ethanol and biodiesel
energy sources.

In addition, House Republicans have
repeatedly supported legislation to
open up the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge to oil and gas exploration.

The Democrats, on the other hand,
have opposed building new refineries,
have opposed drilling in ANWR and, in
fact, voted against both of these bills.

Madam Speaker, Republicans have
worked hard to address America’s en-
ergy needs. And the Democrats? They
vote ‘‘no’ on every solution.

———
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SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
DRAKE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

UNDERAGE DRINKING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker, un-
derage drinking flies under the radar
screen for most people. Alcohol is legal
and widely accepted by adults, and yet
many times we do not realize the dev-
astation that this is causing for young
people.

The average at which young people
begin drinking is 12.7 years of age, and
that age is declining annually.

Binge drinking is something that is
very common among young people. On
average, teenagers drink more by dou-
ble what adults drink per sitting and
per consumption.

Teens who start drinking before age
15 are four times more likely to be-
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come addicted to alcohol than someone
who starts drinking at age 21 or later.

Prevention efforts have been, I would
say, very minimal. The Federal Gov-
ernment currently spends about 25
times more annually to combat youth
drug use than to prevent underage al-
cohol use.

Alcohol is a gateway drug. Usually
those who begin to use cocaine, heroin,
and methamphetamine do not start
with those drugs. They start with alco-
hol. Television ads for alcohol products
outnumber responsibility messages by
32-1. In other words, those ads that pro-
mote the consumption of alcohol are 32
times more prevalent than those ads
that urge restraint, responsible drink-
ing or discourage underage drinking.
From 2001 to 2003, the industry spent
$2.5 billion on television advertising
and promoting their product and only
$27 million, a mere fraction, on respon-
sibility programs.

Underage drinkers currently account
for 17 percent of all alcohol sales in the
United States, and that is a huge mar-
gin. In my State, Nebraska, underage
drinking accounts for 25 percent of all
alcohol sales, and of course, those sales
are all illegal.

Recent studies have found that heavy
exposure of the adolescent brain to al-
cohol interferes with brain develop-
ment. In other words, drinking at age
10 is qualitatively and quantitatively
different than drinking at 21 or 25 or 30
or 35 or whatever because of develop-
mental aspects.

This is a brain scan showing a brain
scan of two 15-year-old young men. The
scan on the right is a 15-year-old male,
heavy drinker, a binge drinker, the per-
son who is sober at the time of the
brain scan, drinks regularly, binge
drinker. The 15-year-old young person
brain scan on the left is someone who
is an abstainer, someone who does not
drink at all. These young people were
asked to perform memory tests, and
you see the brain scan on the right
showing minimal brain activity, as
compared to the young person doing
the same memory test on the left. So
we see what excessive exposure to alco-
hol does to brain function.

Many young people drop out of
school, who do not perform well in
school, are simply people who are
heavy drinkers. An estimated 3 million
teenagers are full-blown alcoholics at
the present time, and that is about six
times more than those who are ad-
dicted to other kinds of drugs.

Alcohol kills six times more young
people than all illicit drugs combined,
all other illicit drugs. Underage drink-
ing costs the United States roughly $53
billion annually. So this is something,
again, that I mention that ofttimes
people are simply not aware of.

The bill that we have introduced in
the House that we think is relevant to
this problem is called the Sober Truth
on Preventing Underage Drinking Act,
the STOP Act, and what it would do is
create a Federal Interagency Coordi-
nating Committee to coordinate efforts
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