S5216

South Carolina, as the ‘“‘Carroll A. Campbell,
Jr. Federal Courthouse.”

CBO estimates that enactment of these
bills would have no significant impact on the
Federal budget and would not affect direct
spending or revenues. These bills contain no
intergovernmental or private-sector man-
dates as defined in the Unfunded Mandates
Reform Act and would impose no costs on
State, local, or tribal governments. If you
wish further details on this estimate, we will
be pleased to provide them.

Sincerely,
DONALD B. MARRON,
Acting Director.

———

INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT REFERRAL

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
letter be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 25, 2006.
Hon. BILL FRIST,
Majority Leader,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. LEADER: Pursuant to paragraph
3(b) of S. Res. 400 of the 94th Congress, as
amended by S. Res. 445 of the 108th Congress,
I request that the Intelligence Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2007, as ordered reported
by the Select Committee on Intelligence on
May 23, 2006, be sequentially referred to the
Committee on Armed Services for a period of
10 days. This request is without prejudice to
any request for an additional extension of
five days, as provided for under the resolu-
tion.

S. Res. 400, as amended by S. Res. 445 of the
108th Congress, makes the running of the pe-
riod for sequential referrals of proposed leg-
islation contingent upon the receipt of that
legislation ‘‘in its entirety and including an-
nexes’”’ by the standing committee to which
it is referred. Past intelligence authorization
bills have included an unclassified portion
and one or more classified annexes.

I request that I be consulted with regard to
any unanimous consent or time agreements
regarding this bill.

With kind regards, I am

Sincerely,
JOHN WARNER,
Chairman.

——————

IN HONOR OF ASIAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise today in recognition of Asian Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. It is a
time to recognize the immeasurable
contributions in service, commerce,
and cultural diversity made by Ameri-
cans of Asian and Pacific Islander de-
scent who continue to strengthen our
great Nation’s character and influence.

I believe that the United States
draws its strength from a proud history
of immigration.

The Asian Pacific American commu-
nity is an essential part of that tradi-
tion and it boasts an extremely vibrant
and diverse population.

Places such as Chinatown, Korea
Town, Little Tokyo, Little Saigon, and
Filipino Town only enhance the rich-
ness of the American urban landscape.

Today, more than 14 million Asian
Pacific Americans live in the United
States.
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I am proud to come from the State
that has the highest population of
Asian Pacific Americans, nearly 5 mil-
lion.

In particular, Los Angeles County is
home to the country’s single largest
Asian community, with 1.4 million in-
dividuals.

California owes a great deal to the
tradition of Asian Pacific Americans
who have made their home in the Gold-
en State since the 1800s.

To help honor that legacy, last year,
Congress authorized the Angel Island
Immigration Station Restoration and
Preservation Act. Known as the ‘“‘Ellis
Island of the West,” over 1 million im-
migrants, including 175,000 Chinese im-
migrants, passed through its gateways
to establish new lives on the west
coast. Now, this location can continue
to provide us with a vital link to our
Nation’s history and culture.

Let me take a moment to pay tribute
to the visionaries who helped to create
the Asian Pacific Heritage Month: Sec-
retary of Transportation Norman Mi-
neta; U.S. Senator DANIEL INOUYE;
Former U.S. Senator Spark Masunaga;
and Former Congressman Frank Hor-
ton.

Thanks to the leadership of these
fine individuals, a joint resolution es-
tablished Asian Pacific American Her-
itage Week in 1978, initially desig-
nating the first 10 days of May as the
annual time of recognition. That was
later expanded to a month-long cele-
bration in 1992.

The month of May holds special sig-
nificance for the Asian Pacific Amer-
ican community. It coincides with two
important milestones: The arrival in
the United States of the first Japanese
immigrants on May 7, 1843; and the
completion of the transcontinental
railroad on May 10, 1869 thanks in large
part to the contributions of thousands
of Chinese workers. This year, the
theme chosen to represent this year’s
Heritage Month is ‘“‘Dreams and Chal-
lenges of Asian Pacific Americans.” It
is designed to recognize the struggle of
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
who continue to stand firm against ad-
versity in the pursuit of the American
dream.

Sadly, the Asian Pacific American
community understands all too well
this struggle.

Their story has been entangled with
several dark chapters of America’s his-
tory.

It began in the 1800s, when people of
Asian Pacific ancestry were prohibited
from owning property, voting, testi-
fying in court, or attending school.

This story of persecution regrettably
continued throughout much of the 19th
and 20th centuries: the Chinese Exclu-
sion Act of 1882, which prohibited the
immigration of Chinese to the United
States; a 1913 California law, which
prohibited immigrant aliens from own-
ing land; the repatriation of Filipino
immigrants in 1935; and the mandatory
internment of Japanese Americans dur-
ing World War II. This particular story
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remains a blight on the conscience of
this great Nation.

Nevertheless, the Asian Pacific
American community found a way to
endure and persevere over these injus-
tices and indignities.

In so doing, they to create a tradi-
tion of triumph over adversity that
personifies the best of this Nation’s
character.

But our Nation cannot afford to over-
look their sacrifice and struggle.

For this reason, I am proud that in
the 109th Congress, Tule Lake—the
largest internment camp of the 10 that
existed—was designated as a National
Historic Landmark. This will help fu-
ture generations acknowledge and un-
derstand the painful legacy of the Jap-
anese Americans who endured the
shame of the forced internment camps
used during the bleak days of World
War II.

I would also like to take a moment
to commend the 300,000 Asian Pacific
American veterans who established the
practice of military service for the
thousands of Asian Pacific American
men and women currently serving in
our Armed Forces.

One such individual is my distin-
guished colleague, U.S. Senator DANIEL
INOUYE of Hawaii.

Even though his loyalties to our Na-
tion and that of many other Japanese
Americans—were falsely and wrongly
questioned during World War II, Sen-
ator INOUYE proudly participated in our
Nation’s most highly decorated unit,
the Army’s 442nd ‘‘Go for Broke’ regi-
ment combat team.

Since then, Senator INOUYE has con-
tinued to serve this country as a de-
voted public servant and exemplary
citizen.

His story of boldness and aspiration
is not unique. Throughout the decades,
countless numbers of Asian Pacific
Americans have worked tirelessly to
build better lives for themselves and
their families.

But although many Asian Americans
have achieved success, we cannot for-
get the hardships of the Southeast
Asian and Pacific Islander commu-
nities that were forced out of their
homelands and who are now struggling
to prosper here in America.

According to the 2000 Census, South-
east Asian Americans have the lowest
percentage of education, with most
possessing less than a high school edu-
cation. They also have the lowest pro-
ficiency of English and one of the high-
est rates of receiving public assistance.

We cannot allow these individuals to
be ignored or overlooked. I will do ev-
erything I can to help this community
prosper.

In closing, as we reflect on many in-
dividual stories of achievement and
success during this month of May, we
are steadily inspired by the standards
Asian Pacific Americans set in our
schools, in the business world, and our
neighborhoods. I am confident that
their dynamic initiative and entrepre-
neurship will only continue to inspire
us to greatness in the years to come.
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