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Whereas Edward Roy Becker graduated Phi
Beta Kappa from the University of Pennsyl-
vania in 1954 and received his law degree
from Yale Law School in 1957 with academic
distinction;

Whereas, following his graduation from
law school, Edward Roy Becker managed a
distinguished law practice at the partnership
of Becker, Becker, and Fryman with his fa-
ther and brother-in-law;

Whereas Edward Roy Becker was active in
politics, and followed his father as a Repub-
lican committeeman;

Whereas, at the age of 37, Edward Roy
Becker was appointed to the United States
District Court for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania in 1970, was then elevated to
the Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit in
1982, was Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals
for the 3rd Circuit from February 1998 until
May 2003, and served as a Senior Judge until
his passing on May 19, 2006;

Whereas, while serving as Chief Judge of
the Court of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit, Ed-
ward Roy Becker authored many innovative
and important opinions;

Whereas, in 2002, Edward Roy Becker re-
ceived the coveted Edward J. Devitt Distin-
guished Service to Justice Award after being
selected as the most distinguished Article III
Judge in the United States ‘‘whose career
has been exemplary, measured by [his] sig-
nificant contributions to the administration
of justice, the advancement of the rule of
law, and the improvement of society as a
whole’’;

Whereas, among his landmark decisions,
the Supreme Court adopted 3 opinions ren-
dered by Edward Roy Becker relating to cut-
ting-edge issues, including the reliability of
scientific evidence, the rationale of class ac-
tion certification, and the standards of re-
view relating to the Employee Retirement
Income Security Act;

Whereas the University of Chicago Law Re-
view has consistently recognized Edward
Roy Becker as among the 3 circuit judges
who are most often cited by the Supreme
Court;

Whereas Edward Roy Becker handed down
approximately 2,000 judicial opinions;

Whereas Edward Roy Becker devoted
countless hours and a tremendous amount of
effort for almost 3 years as an assistant to
the Senate in drafting asbestos reform legis-
lation, writing most of S. 852 (109th Con-
gress) (commonly referred to as the ‘‘Fair-
ness in Asbestos Injury Resolution Act of
2005’), and holding over 50 meetings in Wash-
ington, D.C., with stakeholders and Sen-
ators;

Whereas President George W. Bush in-
scribed a tribute to Edward Roy Becker on
the face of S. 852 (109th Congress) by desig-
nating it as the ‘““‘Becker Bill”’; and

Whereas Edward Roy Becker undertook
that arduous extra assignment in addition to
his judicial duties, all while undergoing
treatment for prostate cancer: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(a) honors the life and accomplishments of
Edward Roy Becker; and

(b) extends its condolences to the family
and friends of Edward Roy Becker.

————
SIGNING AUTHORIZATION
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that during the ad-
journment of the Senate, the majority
leader and the senior Senator from Vir-
ginia be authorized to sign duly en-
rolled bills or joint resolutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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APPOINTMENT AUTHORIZATION

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming recess or ad-
journment of the Senate, the President
of the Senate, the President pro tem-
pore, and the majority and minority
leaders be authorized to make appoint-
ments to commissions, committees,
boards, conferences, or interparliamen-
tary conferences authorized by law, by
concurrent action of the two Houses, or
by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEMORIAL DAY

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, on May 30,
1868, mourners placed flowers on the
graves of Union and Confederate sol-
diers at Arlington National Cemetery
in Washington, DC. This marked the
first observance of Memorial Day.

On Monday, America will continue
this tradition by honoring our Nation’s
fallen soldiers in ceremonies across the
country.

Ever since GEN George Washington
defeated the British at Yorktown,
American soldiers have honorably de-
fended the cause of liberty in conflicts
at home and, indeed, around the world.

Today, our men and women in uni-
form are bravely waging the war on
terror, taking the battle to the enemy
so that the enemy does not do battle
here at home.

America thanks our soldiers for their
dedication, for their determination,
and for their patriotism. We honor the
25 million living veterans who have
served their country in past wars with
honor and courage. And we remember
those patriots who have given the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to their coun-
try.

Two years ago, I had the privilege of
attending the dedication of the Na-
tional World War II Memorial. It was
the largest gathering of surviving vet-
erans in 60 years and an experience I
will never forget. One of the veterans
was asked how did they do it, how did
ordinary young men set aside their fear
in the face of extraordinary odds
against determined enemies. The vet-
eran replied simply:

There’s nothing else you can do but do
your best and keep firing until the ammuni-
tion runs out.

One of the inscriptions on the monu-
ment is a quote by President Truman.
It embodies the patriotic spirit of this
annual remembrance. It reads:

Our debt to the heroic men and valiant
women in the service of our country can
never be repaid. They have earned our undy-
ing gratitude. America will never forget
their sacrifices.

So on Monday, we remember, we
honor, and we respect America’s he-
roes, the men and women who did their
best, and we repay in small measure
the debt we owe them for their service
and their sacrifice.

May 26, 2006
EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate im-
mediately proceed to executive session
to consider the following nominations
on today’s Executive Calendar: Nos.
443, 573, 590, 591, 592, 593, 595, 615, 629,
640, 664, 665, 615, 640, 666, 667, 668, 669,
671, 673, 674, 675, 676, 677, 678, 679, 680,
681, 682, 683, 684, 685, 6386, 687, 688, 689,
690, 691, 692, 694, 695, 696, 697, 698, 700,
701, 702, and 703 and all nominations on
the Secretary’s desk; provided further
that the Commerce Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of
four lists of Coast Guard nominations
at the desk and the Senate proceed to
their consideration; I further ask unan-
imous consent that the nominations be
confirmed en bloc, the motions to re-
consider be laid upon the table, the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action, and the Senate
then return to legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed en bloc are as follows:

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Edward F. Sproat III, of Pennsylvania, to
be Director of the Office of Civilian Radio-
active Waste Management, Department of
Energy.

Raymond L. Orbach, of California, to be
Under Secretary for Science, Department of
Energy. (New Position)

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Roger Shane Karr, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Transportation.

Tyler D. Duvall, of Virginia, to be an As-
sistant Secretary of Transportation.

Nicole R. Nason, of Virginia, to be Admin-
istrator of the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration.

Thomas J. Barrett, of Alaska, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration, Depart-
ment of Transportation. (New Position)

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Robert M. McDowell, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Federal Communications
Commission for a term of five years from
July 1, 2004.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Richard Capka, of Pennsylvania, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Highway Admin-
istration.

Susan Davis Wigenton, of New Jersey, to
be United States District Judge for the Dis-
trict of New Jersey.

W. Ralph Basham, of Virginia, to be Com-
missioner of Customs, Department of Home-
land Security.

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

David L. Norquist, of Virginia, to be Chief
Financial Officer, Department of Homeland
Security.

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS

Robert Irwin Cusick, Jr., of Kentucky, to
be Director of the Office of Government Eth-
ics for a term of five years.

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Robert J. Portman, of Ohio, to be Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

Gregory B. Jaczko, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission for the term of five years
expiring June 30, 2008.
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