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exotic on that first backstage visit. And he
was still more than a little in love with her
when he invited her to create for his com-
pany ‘‘The Magic of Katherine Dunham,” a
program of pieces that had not been seen for
a quarter-century. Miss Dunham’s dancers,
who remained close to her and to one an-
other throughout her life, swarmed into the
studios to help her work with the young per-
formers.

Most of the Ailey dancers did not appre-
ciate Miss Dunham’s iron perfectionism or
the unusual demands of her technique, a po-
tent but challenging blend of Afro-Carib-
bean, ballet and modern dance. And she was
not the easiest of women. I remember speak-
ing with her before a public interview we
were to do in April 1993. Addicted to CNN,
she had just learned of the fiery, tragic end
to the F.B.I's seige of the Branch Davidian
compound in Waco, Tex., that morning, and
that was all that she could talk about, off
and on the stage, despite her promises to dis-
cuss her work.

Her horror was real, as was her sense of so-
cial justice. She has been criticized for not
denouncing the Duvaliers for their dictator-
ship in Haiti, where she owned a home. But
she had also sponsored a medical clinic in
Port-au-Prince, and she stayed on for many
years in desolate, impoverished East St.
Louis, Ill., where she established a museum
of artifacts pertaining to her career and
taught local children including Jackie
Joyner-Kersee, the Olympic long jumper, and
the filmmakers Reginald and Warrington
Hudlin.

“I was trying to steer them into something
more constructive than genocide,”” she said
of the children in a 1991 interview with me in
The New York Times. ‘“‘Everyone needs, if
not a culture hero, a culturally heroic soci-
ety. There is nothing stronger in a man than
the need to grow.”’

That idealistic, eloquent self was infused
with a streak of no-nonsense practicality.

“I don’t like that ‘accept,”” Miss Dunham,
still a vibrant beauty at 91, said during a
Times interview six years ago in response to
a middle-aged visitor who insisted on talking
to her about the acceptance and embrace of
old age. ‘I would just let the whole thing go.
Just be there for it, centimeter by centi-
meter.” Then it was time for the photo ses-
sion.

Her eyes seemed to widen even more invit-
ingly and her gaze to grow even warmer as
she looked into the eye of the camera and
asked, ‘““Did you ever see photographs of el-
derly divas trying to look sexy?”’
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, one of my
favorite lessons in life was something my par-
ents taught me—that you should always give
back more to your community than you take.
Today | want to take a moment to recognize
someone who exemplifies that spirit of giv-
ing—Batey Gresham, Jr.

Batey has made volunteer work part of his
daily life and we are all the beneficiaries of his
effort. He has served as a board member of
the Middle Tennessee Boy Scout Council and
the Alcohol and Drug Council to name just a
few. Batey has supported numerous edu-
cational institutions, and joined his wife, Ann,
in supporting Chi Omega alumnae activities
geared toward developing leadership skills in
our community’s young women.
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The co-founders of a respected architecture,
engineering, and design firm, Batey and Ann
established an endowed professorship at Au-
burn’s College of Architecture, Design and
Construction.

The Greshams are building a wonderful leg-
acy and setting an example for all of us to fol-
low. Our community appreciates their work
and | hope you’ll join me in applauding Batey
and Ann.

———
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Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my condolences and heartfelt sympathy
to the family and friends of United States
Army Corporal J. Adan Garcia, 20, of Irving,
Texas.

Corporal Garcia died on May 27, 2006 at
the National Naval Medical Center in Be-
thesda, Maryland, in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. He died of injuries sustained on
May 22, 2006, while serving in Baghdad, Iraq.
Corporal Garcia was assigned to the 1st Bri-
gade Special Troops Battalion, 10th Mountain
Division, in Fort Drum, New York.

| would like to take this opportunity to pay
tribute to Corporal Garcia. This brave young
man made the ultimate sacrifice for the secu-
rity of his country and for the defense of de-
mocracy worldwide. He was an outstanding
young man; and we should all be grateful for
his noble contributions to this nation and the
advancement of freedom.

| am proud to call Corporal Garcia one of
our own, and again deeply sorry for his family
and friends who have suffered this loss. His
legacy will remain, as the men and women of
our armed services continue to fight for lib-
erty—both abroad and on our home soil.
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Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to acknowledge a Colorado company,
MGA Communications, which has been
named ‘Boutique Agency of the Year by the
prestigious Holmes Report. In addition, MGA
Communications was one of five finalists for
‘National Agency of the Year.” The Holmes
Report, a national review of the public rela-
tions industry, recognized MGA for fostering
genuine dialogue in complex community
issues.

In particular | would like to thank my good
friend and trusted advisor, Omar Jabara, who
serves as the Vice President of Public Affairs
for the company. | have known Omar for sev-
eral years and can attest to his political pas-
sion. From the time he led Congresswoman
CYNTHIA MCKINNEY’s successful 1996 election
as the communications director, he has dem-
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onstrated his political savvy and media rela-
tions talent. When he moved back to Colo-
rado, he served as the press secretary for
Dottie Lamm’s United States Senate cam-
paign. For the past several years, Omar has
generously taken the time to speak to my
Udall Youth Task Force about issues in the
Middle East and public policy. He has become
a perennial favorite for his insight, passion and
candor on the issue. | suspect that Omar is an
outstanding example of the kind of talent that
led to the award for MGA Communications.

“No one is better when it comes to engag-
ing local communities around environmentally
sensitive—even toxic—issues and earning the
kind of trust that is an essential element of
any controversial industrial development,” said
the Holmes Report in describing MGA.

Founded in 1987, MGA Communications is
engaged in some of the more complex com-
munity development issues in the Rocky
Mountain region for clients ranging from the
U.S. Army and Shell Oil Company to Cabela’s
and Questar Market Resources. MGA serves
clients throughout the country.

“It's flattering to have the pioneering com-
munity relations work we've done over the
years acknowledged at this high level,” said
Mike Gaughan, Chairman of MGA Commu-
nications. “Such a prestigious national award
is gratifying because ultimately, we pride our-
selves on the business-driven results we de-
liver for our clients and the communities they
serve.”

The Holmes Report highlighted MGA’s work
at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal, the former
chemical weapons manufacturing facility near
Commerce City, Colorado, stating, “That kind
of work has turned MGA into one of the na-
tion’s leading experts when it comes to deal-
ing with high profile, complex community
issues.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Omar Jabara and MGA Com-
munications on the well deserved recognition
of their good work. We are proud to have
them in Colorado. | wish them continued suc-
cess in the future.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, with the Presi-
dent’s proposed agreement with India on civil
nuclear cooperation, there has been much dis-
cussion as to what Congress’ position should
be concerning this matter. | find it appropriate
to bring to the attention of Congress a May 23
article written by Will Marshall, President of
the Progressive Policy Institute, and Wesley
Clark, a candidate for the Democratic Presi-
dential nomination in 2004, a retired Army
general, and former supreme allied com-
mander of NATO. The article entitled “Warm-
ing to the India Nuclear Deal” comprehen-
sively discusses the proposed agreement, de-
termining that it is a great opportunity to cre-
ate a strategic partnership with India.

The Marshall and Clark article encourages
the Senate to support Bush’s proposed agree-
ment, but also to articulate several commit-
ments by the Administration on which the sup-
port is conditioned, most importantly a fresh
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