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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
opposition to H.R. 5254, the Refinery Permit
Process Schedule Act. This bill would endan-
ger the environment and the health of commu-
nities across America in order to provide an-
other giveaway to the oil and gas industry
which is reaping record profits.

The oil industry is responsible for limiting re-
finery capacity. During the 1990s, the Amer-
ican Petroleum Institute encouraged the oil in-
dustry to limit refining capacity in order to
boost profits. The industry followed instruc-
tions, closing 176 refineries since 1980 and
failing to fully utilize available capacity. Ac-
cording to the Washington Post, between Sep-
tember 2004 and 2005, refineries marked up
their prices 255 percent while gasoline retail-
ers only marked up their prices by 5 percent.
The five largest oil companies, many of which
own refineries, reported record profits of $110
billion in 2005. ExxonMobil reported the larg-
est annual profit of an American company in
history.

Environmental regulations are not standing
in the way of new refineries being opened.
The CEOs of Shell and ConocoPhillips have
testified that no Federal or State regulations
had prevented them from siting new refineries.
Only one energy company, Arizona Clean
Fuels, has filed a permit to open a new refin-
ery in over 20 years. When Arizona Clear
Fuels was granted that permit, the company
never actually opened the refinery. Its inability
to find investors, not environmental regula-
tions, prevented the company from opening a
refinery.

After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, refinery
outages caused a supply shock that was in
part responsible for a rise in gasoline prices.
The Democrats, under the leadership of Rep-
resentatives DINGELL, STUPAK and BOUCHER,
proposed the creation of a strategic refinery
reserve which would ensure that the U.S. had
an adequate supply of refined product in case
of national emergency. Republicans have re-
peatedly rejected Democrats’ efforts to create
that reserve, which would put the interests of
consumers before the profits of the oil indus-
try. Republicans have also rejected an attempt
by Ranking Member DINGELL and Energy and
Commerce Democrats to make this legislation
bipartisan.

This bill is another giveaway to the oil and
gas industry that could impose refineries on
communities throughout the country. It re-
quires President Bush to designate three
closed military bases as sites for new refin-
eries, waiving local and State regulations and
giving communities little input in the process.
It allows Secretary Rumsfeld to sell or transfer
the land to an oil company at no cost. Con-
gress should know by now that billions of dol-
lars in giveaway to the oil and gas industry
has only led to record profits and record en-
ergy prices.

This bill again demonstrates the misplaced
priorities of this Republican Congress. While
my constituents are paying $2.96 for a gallon
of regular gas in Chicago, we are considering
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legislation that would do nothing to bring down
gasoline prices. Nothing in this legislation
forces oil companies to utilize all of their avail-
able refining capacity, nor does it protect our
supply in the case of a national emergency.
This bill will lead to higher profits in the board-
room and more pain at the pump.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MRS.
BEVERLY GARRETT

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mrs. Beverly Garrett, a remark-
able and compassionate woman whose life
has touched so many Kansas Citizens. Mrs.
Garrett passed away on June 1, 2006. Her
passing is a deep loss felt by her family, her
community, and all who have been touched by
her tireless dedication and service to helping
others.

Beverly was employed by the federal gov-
ernment in the Social Security Administration
for more than thirty years. Motivated by her
dedication to her work environment and fellow
employees, she became active in the Amer-
ican Federation of Government Employees,
Local 1336, in the 1980s. Her leadership,
character, and determination grew with each
year, eventually garnering the position of
president. In addition Beverly was a member
of the local AFL-CIO’s Labor Council, where
she proved to be a mentor and trusted friend.
Beverly’s commitment went beyond the work
place as she found great satisfaction serving
on the board of the Heart of America United
Way Campaign. For two years she provided
leadership and direction as Co-chair and most
recently as Board Secretary.

Though she achieved positions of great trust
and honor, she maintained an admirable and
inspiring humility. With a touch of kindness
and a touch of toughness she always found a
way to create a positive impact.

Beverly’s trademark was her optimistic, jo-
vial spirit that uplifted everyone she met. Her
sense of humor and quiet grace brought peo-
ple together even when they were in conflict.
Beverly’s attitude toward life was inspiring. Al-
ways smiling, she never hesitated to go out of
her way to help someone in need. Because
she was devoutly religious, she always found
meaning and an opportunity to learn through
each experience.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in expressing
our heartfelt sympathy to her sons, James and
Jason, and her daughter, Kim; and all of her
other relatives, loved ones, and friends. | urge
my colleagues to please join me in conveying
our gratitude to her family for sharing this
great woman with us, and to accept our con-
dolences for their tremendous loss. She was
an inspiration to so many, and she will be
missed.

June 9, 2006

STATEMENT HONORING LINWOOD
FIELDS AND THE PAGE CLASS
OF 2006

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 9, 2006

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the
Page Class of 2006 and in particular the page
from the 30th District of Texas, Linwood
Fields. You have served the United States
House of Representatives with honor and dig-
nity, and should be proud of your accomplish-
ments.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “An in-
dividual has not started living until he can rise
above the narrow confines of his individualistic
concerns to the broader concerns of all hu-
manity.” It is my hope that during your time
here you were able to expand your perspec-
tives on the world, and will continue to utilize
this knowledge in the years ahead.

| am particularly proud of Linwood Fields.
He has honorably represented his family, my
office, and the Dallas community. He success-
fully served this House through his out-
standing work and extraordinary spirit. | know
that this is merely the first step of a very bright
future. | am confident that Linwood will go
onto to become a fine and successful man,
and | look forward to seeing his accomplish-
ments in the years to come.

| commend Linwood and the Page Class of
2006 for their outstanding service. Myself and
my colleagues are grateful for all you have
done.

———

MINE IMPROVEMENT AND NEW
EMERGENCY RESPONSE ACT OF
2006

SPEECH OF

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
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Wednesday, June 7, 2006

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
not in opposition to the content of the Mine
Improvement and New Emergency Response
Act, but to the process by which it is brought
to the floor. By bringing this important legisla-
tion to the floor as a suspension bill, members
of this body are denied the opportunity to offer
necessary amendments to improve the safety
of miners.

A clear message was apparent when the
most recent edition of the comprehensive re-
port on workplace safety, “Death on the Job,”
was released in April: American workers and
their families need stronger enforcement of
OSHA and MSHA for their health and safety.
In the first increase in the number of work-
place deaths since 1994, 5,703 U.S. workers
were killed on the job in 2004. The vast major-
ity of workplace deaths occur with little na-
tional recognition or public outcry. But early
this year an explosion at the Sago mine in
West Virginia focused the attention of the en-
tire Nation on 13 families waiting to hear the
fate of their loved ones. Our failure to protect
miners from preventable tragedies was made
evident 40 hours after the explosion, when the
trapped miners were reached and only one
survivor was found.
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