June 15, 2006

their nation’s infrastructure. The in-
surgents are hiring them and they are
accepting the money and lobbing cheap
bombs at us. Why? Because they need
to feed their family. And they also told
me we need to be training a lot more
Iraqis to take control of their military
and police force. August 11, 2004.

February 2006, as a member of the
NATO Parliamentary Assembly I was
in Brussels visiting the Ambassador to
NATO, the U.S. Ambassador to NATO,
at his home. I visited with the Iraqi
Ambassador there, and I asked him the
same question. And you know what?
Some 2 years later, he gave me the
same answer.

It is time for this President, this
Congress, to give us a plan to establish
a democracy, to win the peace, a plan
that will eventually allow us to bring
our men and women in uniform home.

——
IRAQ RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I do not
think I am going to take the full 5 min-
utes, but I have been in this House
Chamber almost all day and I hear
these arguments that we don’t have a
plan to end the war in Iraq and suc-
ceed, and that is just simply not true.
It is not true at all.

The fact is the plan was wrong in the
sense that there was the anticipation
that it would happen more easily. But
the plan is very clear. It is not simple.
It requires that the Iraqis have their
own police, their own border patrol,
and their own army in order to secure
themselves. And since we did not allow
for their police to be restood, we had to
start from scratch and train them.

And it is simply not possible to train
a police and border patrol, an army, in
1 year or 2 or 3. There are 26 million
Iraqis in a country the size of Cali-
fornia. But every day we train more
and more of them, so that now they
control about 42 percent of the land
that includes 42 percent of the popu-
lation.

So as we continue with our plan, as
we continue to train more and more
Iraqis, we are able to move our troops
out and move their troops in. We are
able to move their police in and our
troops out. We are able to move their
border patrol in and our troops out.

Now, it is clear that they do not have
the logistics, so we will still have to be
there later, but not in the numbers
that we have now. That is all part of
the plan; to train their troops, train
their border patrol, train their army,
and allow them to take our place.

What we object to is leaving pre-
maturely. And if you ask an Iraqi what
their biggest fear is, and having been
there 12 times I have spoken to a lot of
them, it is basically the same thing, it
is that you will leave us; that you will
leave us before we can take hold of de-
mocracy and before we can defend our-
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selves. That is their biggest fear. Some
of them even say, like you did in Viet-
nam. And some of them will make ref-
erence to what they hear on CNN or
what they hear about elected officials
who say we need to get out, we need to
have some kind of artificial timetable.
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Thank goodness George Washington
didn’t have Congress telling him he had
to have a timetable to beat the Brits.
Thank goodness when all the generals
criticized Abraham Lincoln, we didn’t
say, well, the generals are against
Abraham Lincoln, he doesn’t have a
plan, we better just fold our tent.
Thank goodness that didn’t happen.

The bottom line for me is very clear.
We may have been wrong about weap-
ons of mass destruction, and for that
the President loses credibility, and
people like me do, and people on the
other side of the aisle who voted for
going into Iraq, and now pretend like
they didn’t, we all lose our credibility
there. But we don’t lose our credibility
with this: Saddam Hussein had weap-
ons of mass destruction. He used these
weapons on his own people and neigh-
bors. He didn’t abide by the agreement
that stopped us from going into Bagh-
dad. He has now been removed. Thank
God.

The Iraqi people have a democracy
that is flourishing and is extraor-
dinarily impressive. Three elections
have allowed the Iraqis to form a gov-
ernment that created a Comnstitution,
adopt a Constitution, and then elect a
government under that Constitution.

All the Iraqis are asking from this
Congress is you came in, you removed
our security people, you have given us
a taste of democracy, let us live that
democracy and let us have the capa-
bility to protect ourselves before you
leave. That’s our plan.

——
ACCOUNTABILITY FOR IRAQ WAR

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to proceed out of
order and address the House for 5 min-
utes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Michi-
gan is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I come
before you tonight after listening to
the presentations that have been tak-
ing place all day, not only as a Member
of this body but as a parent who has
lost a child. My son, B.J., who passed
away a little more than 6 years ago,
would have turned 24 tomorrow. Every
time I learn about loss of life in Iraq,
another son or daughter, mother or fa-
ther, brother or sister, I can’t help but
think about my son B.J. and the pro-
found pain and loss that will remain
with us for the rest of our lives.

That intense pain that we feel over
the loss of B.J. is being felt every day
by those families here in America who
have suffered a loss in Iraq, and that is
one of the reasons why I oppose this
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war and one of the reasons why I plan
to oppose this resolution.

But one of the other reasons I oppose
this resolution deals with honesty and
truth. Boake Carter is credited with
saying that “‘in time of war, the first
casualty is truth.”

Mr. Carter’s statement is applicable
to the resolution before us today. Like
the one-sided resolution presented to
the House last December, the Repub-
lican majority has refused to allow a
true debate on the war on Iraq. The
truth is 2,600 servicemen and -women
have died in Iraq. The truth is the so-
called coalition countries, including
Great Britain, are drawing down their
troops in Iraq. The truth is the Repub-
lican majority in its resolution today
wants to blur the truth, that the cause
and purpose of the war in Iraq is the
same as the war in Afghanistan.

The truth is the Republican majority
in its resolution today wants to blur
the truth that the cause and purpose of
the war in Iraq is justified by the ter-
rorist attacks of September 11.

The truth is the Republican majority
in its resolution today wants to blur
the truth saying that we who oppose
this war in Iraq are not as patriotic as
those who support the war.

The truth is the Republican majority
in its resolution today wants to blur
the truth saying that those who do not
support Resolution 861 do not support
our troops in Iraq.

Resolution 861 continues the open-
ended commitment of U.S. troops in
Iraqg and embodies President Bush’s
latest attempt to justify the U.S. in-
volvement in Iraq.

Last December the President and his
congressional allies claimed the Iraqi
parliamentarian elections were a ‘‘cru-
cial victory’” in establishing a democ-
racy in Iraq. Thus, through this elec-
tion, ‘‘victory” was inevitable in Iraq.
Even Vice President CHENEY declared
the insurgency was ‘in their final
throes.”

America has heard this type of rea-
soning before from President Johnson
during the Vietnam War. In 1967, the
South Vietnamese freely elected their
government. President Johnson then
declared the Vietnamese election had
established a democracy supported by
the Vietnamese people. Even our Viet-
nam military leaders declared the war
would be over soon as there was ‘‘light
at the end of the tunnel.”

After this Vietnamese election, and
the light at the end of the tunnel, 3,800
more Americans would die in South-
east Asia.

Since May 1, 2003, when the President
declared ‘‘mission accomplished’” in
Iraq, over 2,300 troops have died in
Iraqg. What is the victory that the
President and his congressional sup-
porters envision in Iraq for the U.S.?
What is the strategy for the Iraqi war
mission to be accomplished?

This is not a war like our grand-
parents fought. This is an insurgency.
There is no country to hoist a white
flag of surrender. There is no recog-
nized political entity that America can
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