June 15, 2006

using the lessons we have learned from
our mistakes.

But today, instead of honestly assess-
ing what we are going to do in Iraq, we
are considering this resolution which
repeats all of the disparaged reasons
for the invasion and proclaims its suc-
cess, not a civil war is just around the
corner, and that we should follow the
strategy of don’t worry, be happy.

In contrast, any real debate would
have us start with an honest assess-
ment of our situation. But without ar-
ticulating why we invaded in the first
place and what we want to accomplish
now that we are there, we cannot have
an exit strategy. There can be no co-
herent discussion of an exit strategy
while we are being directed by this res-
olution to accept the smiling face,
don’t worry be happy description of our
situation in Iraaq.

Mr. Speaker, we should defeat the
resolution.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DUNCAN addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. KELLY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. KELLY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. McDERMOTT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HINCHEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

e —

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. BALDWIN addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

IRAQ RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for half
the time until midnight as the designee
of the majority leader.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I do ap-
preciate the time here tonight. There
has been so much discussion today
about the resolution on which we will
vote tomorrow that we wanted to ad-
dress that. And I have a friend with
whom I went to Iraq in April, Congress-
man SHAYS from Connecticut, who will
also be assisting in this hour.

I would just like to clarify for those
who are interested what this resolution
involves. Because the time is short re-
maining, I won’t read all of the
whereases, but I will go straight to
what is normally referred to as
wherefores.

Resolved that the House of Rep-
resentatives honors all of those Ameri-
cans who have taken an active part in
the global war on terror, whether as
first responders protecting the home-
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land, as servicemembers overseas, as
diplomats and intelligence officers, or
in other roles.
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Honors the sacrifices of the United
States Armed Forces and our partners
in the coalition and of the Iraqis and
Afghans who fight alongside them, es-
pecially those who have fallen or been
wounded in the struggle, and honors as
well the sacrifices of their families and
others who risk their lives to help de-
fend freedom.

Number 3, declares that it is not in
the national security interests of the
United States to set an arbitrary date
for the withdrawal or redeployment of
the United States Armed Forces from
Iraq.

Number 4, declares that the United
States is committed to the completion
the mission to create a sovereign, free
secure and United Iraq.

Five, congratulates Prime Minister
Nouri Al-Maliki and the Iraqi people on
the courage they have shown by par-
ticipating, in increasing millions, in
the elections of 2005 and on the forma-
tion of the first government under
Iraq’s new Constitution.

Number 6, calls upon the nations of
the world to promote global peace and
security by standing with the United
States and other coalition partners to
support the efforts of the Iraqi and Af-
ghan people to live in freedom.

And 7, declares that the United
States will prevail in the global war on
terror, the noble struggle to protect
freedom from the terrorist adversary.

And I think that last point, Mr.
Speaker, is the one on which there is so
much dissension from the other side
and there are a few Members on our
side that are concerned, but it declares,
we actually believe, and a positive vote
tomorrow will indicate, we believe we
are going to prevail in the global war
on terror. And the truth of the matter
is we don’t have a choice. It is either
prevail on the global war on terror, or
be prepared to give up so many free-
doms that I do not want to see this Na-
tion give up. Far too many people have
given their lives to get us what we
have.

Now, one note I would like to address
that has been brought up time and
time again, well, the President lied to
us about WMDs. There are no weapons
of mass destruction. Well, we know
there were at one time. But to hear it
said over and over, and hear again
today, during the day today, over and
over, well, the President lied to us
about weapons of mass destruction.
The President lied to us about weapons
of mass destruction. His administra-
tion lied to us about weapons of mass
destruction. And I think the jury is
still out. We are finding documents
that apparently refer to things that
were taken to Syria. There may be
things that turn up that we haven’t yet
found.

But let’s say, for argument purposes,
that there are no weapons of mass de-
struction. You know, being a Christian
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