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victory in the battle to control spend-
ing. It is my goal to accomplish just
that before I leave the Senate.

So just like every family has to make
tough tradeoffs and live within their
means, Congress should, too.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Democratic leader is recognized.

—————

IRAQ

Mr. REID. Mr. President, our valiant
troops are now serving in their fourth
year in Iraq. Day after day, they have
demonstrated courage, skill, and brav-
ery. They do not ask for much. But all
of us owe them a lot.

At the top of the list of things we
owe them is an honest debate about
what is going on in Iraq.

Yesterday, Democrats offered an
amendment to express the sense of the
Senate that Iraq not grant amnesty to
terrorists who Kkill our troops as part of
their reconciliation plan. The amend-
ment came in response to reports that
the Iraqi Prime Minister was in favor
of such a proposal.

But instead of joining us in a debate
about this amendment, the majority,
the Republicans, decided to play a po-
litical game and quickly claimed the
Iraqi Prime Minister had been ‘‘mis-
quoted’” and offered some procedural
gimmicks to stop a vote from taking
place on this amendment.

But, just this morning, there is more
news that the Prime Minister has
talked about and does favor amnesty to
those Iraqis who kill American troops.
It is all over the country in the news.
For example, it is on page 22 of the
Washington Post. The aide who first
leaked the story has now resigned, but
he stands by what he said. Today, he is
quoted as saying:

The prime minister himself has said that
he is ready to give amnesty to the so-called
resistance, provided they have not been in-
volved in killing Iraqis.

What that says is just what we said
yesterday: Amnesty will be granted to
those who kill Americans, but not to
those who hurt Iraqis.

I think this sounds like it deserves
the Senate’s attention. Doesn’t it seem
like we should weigh in on this, and
tell the Iraqis there will be no ‘‘get out
of jail free’ cards for those who Kkill
our troops?

We should have had that debate yes-
terday. But instead of having the de-
bate, the Republicans cut and run from
the debate. In effect, they are filibus-
tering their own Defense authorization
bill, not allowing the matter to move
forward—stopped in midday. It does
not make sense. Until we know exactly
where the Iraqis stand, President Bush
must come forward and tell the Iraqis
to stand down.

Terrorists who kill our troops should
not be set free. Our soldiers have given
too much in the name of Iraqi freedom.
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Mr. President, there is something
else we owe our troops: an acknowledg-
ment of their tremendous sacrifice.

Yesterday, as we know, we had a mo-
ment of silence in this Chamber be-
cause we lost our 2,500th troop in Iraq.

Mr. President, 2,500 of our finest have
been Killed in Iraq. The reason we had
a moment of silence is because it was a
solemn milestone, which we should ac-
knowledge.

But over at the White House, I guess
they have a different feeling. They ap-
parently view this sad occasion dif-
ferently. With all the news around the
country today, there is a quote from
Tony Snow, the President’s Press Sec-
retary, who said, in response to the
news: “It’s a number.” “It’s a num-
ber.” “It’s a number.”’

I say to Tony Snow, and others at the
White House, it is more than a number.
It is somebody’s son or daughter. It is
someone’s father or mother, a neigh-
bor, an uncle, or an aunt.

Nevada has lost 39 soldiers in Iraq—
39. Every one of them is more than a
number. I wonder how—and they are
now my friends—two Nevadans, who
came to visit me before Memorial
Day—and they came to the Memorial
Day ceremonies we had at the Boulder
City Veterans Home, where last year
we buried more than 2,000 veterans—I
wonder how John Lukac’s and William
Salazar’s parents feel about their sons
being just numbers.

They are not numbers. They are no
more numbers than the people who
have been wounded. They are not num-
bers. They are people, in many in-
stances, who have lost arms or legs or
eyes or are paralyzed. They are not
just numbers.

I think maybe we should discuss
briefly what a Republican Congressman
said yesterday. I know this man. I
know him well. I have been going to
the House gym for a lot of years. He is
a man by the name of WAYNE
GILCHREST. He is my friend. He is a Re-
publican Congressman from Maryland.

We were standing in the House gym.
I have known him for many, many
yvears. And because of our knowing one
another—he was shaving actually, with
his shirt off. And on his back he had—
I noticed it for years—a real scar.

I said: WAYNE, what is that scar?

He said: I was shot.

I said: Tell me about it.

He was in Vietnam. He was a ser-
geant. He raised his arm to fire, and as
he did that, somebody shot him
through the chest. The bullet came out
of the back. He has a big scar in the
back. The words he remembers are:
“Sarge’s been shot. I hope he’s not
dead.”

He survived, but after many months
in hospitals. He was a school teacher.
He came back from Vietnam and
taught kids. Now he is a Member of
Congress, and has been for some time.

Here is what he said in yesterday’s
Washington Post:

I can’t help but feel through eyes of a com-
bat-wounded Marine in Vietnam, if someone
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was shot, you tried to save his life . . . While
you were in combat, you had a sense of ur-
gency to end the slaughter, and around here
we don’t have that sense of urgency.

That is a direct quote. He went on to
say:

To me, the administration does not act
like there’s a war going on. The Congress
certainly doesn’t act like there’s a war going
on. If you’re raising money to keep the ma-
jority, if you’re thinking about gay mar-
riage, if you’re doing all this other periph-
eral stuff, what does that say to the guy
who’s about ready to drive over a land mine?

Republican Congressman WAYNE
GILCHREST.

John Lukac is just a number? Wil-
liam Salazar is just a number?

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ISAK-
SON). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be a pe-
riod for the transaction of morning
business until 10:45 a.m., with Senators
able to speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota is recognized.

———

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, my un-
derstanding is that we are to end morn-
ing business and go on to the bill at
10:45. The hour of 10:45 has arrived, and
I note that the chairman and ranking
member are not here. I believe they are
at a briefing. They are expected to be
here shortly. But what I would like to
do is ask consent that I be allowed to
speak in morning business for up to 10
minutes. When the chairman of the
committee and the ranking member ar-
rive, I will ask them for permission to
continue, if necessary, but if they have
other business, I will understand that.
I think the priority is the Defense au-
thorization bill.

So I ask unanimous consent to con-
tinue in morning business for 10 min-
utes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

INDIAN HEALTH CARE
IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I have
come to the floor today to talk about
the Indian Health Care Improvement
Act and some frustration—I should say
enormous frustration—that I and Sen-
ator MCCAIN have about what is hap-
pening with a piece of legislation that
is so very important.

In this country, we have responsi-
bility for health care for two groups of
people: Federal prisoners who are in-
carcerated in prison—we are respon-
sible for their health care. If they get
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