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first lay principal at a Catholic secondary
school in Missouri. Jim was principal until
1992, when he became Helias’ first Chief Ad-
ministrator. In 1997 he became the first Direc-
tor of Development for Helias High School and
Executive Director of the Helias Foundations.
On May 1, 1998, the newly constructed Field
House was named the James L. Rackers
Field House in honor of his years of dedication
and loyalty to Helias High School.

Along with his successful career, Mr. Rack-
ers was an active member of St. Peter Catho-
lic Church and was also a member of numer-
ous professional and community organiza-
tions. Mr. Rackers was a member in the Na-
tional Association of Secondary School Prin-
cipals, Missouri Association of Secondary
School Principals, North Central Association,
National Catholic Education Association, Com-
mittee on Accredited Schools Non-Public, and
the Missouri Council for American Private
Education. He received numerous awards; in-
cluding the 1991 Communicator of the Year
Award from the Public Relations Society of
America, 1997 Immaculate Conception Out-
standing Alumni Award, 1997 Certificate of
Appreciation for outstanding services to stu-
dents in Support of Vocational Education at
Nichols Career Center, and 25 year Silver
Service Award of the Missouri Association of
Secondary School Principals.

Mr. Speaker, James Lee Rackers was a val-
uable leader in all aspects of his life. He was
a genuine human being who would do any-
thing for anyone. | know the Members of the
House will join me in extending heartfelt con-
dolences to his family: his wife, Nancy; his
three sons, Dennis, John, and Timothy; his
daughter Maureen; and all of his grand-
children.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, on June 19,
2006, | was unavoidably detained and missed
rollcall votes Nos. 289, 290, and 291.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall votes Nos. 289, 290, and
291.

———

TRIBUTE TO ESSAY WINNER, MISS
KATIE HORTON

HON. HENRY J. HYDE

OF ILLINIOS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, every year in my
district, |1 ask students in grades 8th and 12th
to participate in an essay contest. This year’s
contest focused on the issue of protecting our
Nation from terrorism.

| am pleased that so many students chose
to enter this essay contest. Unfortunately,
however, there can only be one winner in
each group: 8th grade and 12th grade. This
year's 8th grade winner was Sean Doherty
from Elmhurst, lllinois. He attends St. Charles
Borromeo School in Bensenville, lllinois. The
12th grade winner was Katie Horton from
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Addison Trail
Addison, lllinois.

This is Miss Katie Horton’s essay, entitled:
“How does the Homeland Security Agency
protect us from Terrorism?” is as follows:

Terrorism is an epidemic that continues to
spread throughout the world. In the United
States, terrorism is a danger that the gov-
ernment and its people must face everyday.
The government works hard to expand its
knowledge of terrorist activities and to pro-
tect America from terrorist attacks. It is
crucial for the government, and the people of
the United States to identify ways to reduce
the threat of terrorism.

This can occur in many ways, including
more background checks of people who enter
this country, more security at our borders,
increasing intelligence gathering in coun-
tries that support terrorists, make it easy,
or offer rewards, for citizen’s to report sus-
pected terrorist activities, educating people
on what to look for, and working with other
countries governments to eliminate the
threat of terrorism.

A group that has been on everyone’s mind
lately is the terrorist group called al-Qaeda.
The National Commission on Terrorist At-
tacks has stated that al-Qaeda is responsible
for many terrorist attacks against the citi-
zens, the government, and military forces of
the United States and many other locations
around the world (Wikipedia). Osama bin
Laden is one of the founders of the al-Qaeda
organization and has been held responsible
for the September 11th attacks and many
other attacks world wide.

The Department of Homeland Security is
trying hard everyday to make terrorist
movements a thing of the past. The depart-
ment follows a six-point agenda. The first
point is to increase overall preparedness.
Since the terrorist attack on 9-11, the United
States has increased security in all govern-
ment and government related buildings and
has better prepared and trained employees to
know what to do in case of a terrorist at-
tack. The second point is to create better
transportation security systems. Since 9-11,
the government has increased security at all
airports, train stations, and subways. The
third point is to strengthen border security
to enforce immigration laws. The American
government does not want anyone entering
the United States who could be a threat to
the American public. Currently, the govern-
ment is trying to enact laws to make sure
that illegal immigrants are either departed
or are on a path to become legal U.S. citi-
zens. The fourth point is to enhance informa-
tion sharing among partners. This point
helps establish better communication be-
cause that is a key to stay safe. When all
anti-terrorist groups combine and share in-
formation it becomes possible for the groups
to protect one another. The fifth point is to
improve financial management, human re-
sources and to improve technology. This
point helps the government continue to fight
terrorist to the best of its ability. The sixth,
and last point, is to realign the Department
of Homeland Security organization to maxi-
mize mission performance. There needs to be
more communication between the different
divisions of Homeland Security so good deci-
sions are made and we have the greatest
chance of stopping terrorists before they
strike (Department of Homeland Security).

As a way to help stop terrorism, the gov-
ernment passed the Patriot Act. The Patriot
Act is an act to help protect people against
terrorism. There are many parts to this act.
The act allows law enforcement to gather in-
formation on the criminals and their sup-
porters, destroy immediate dangers, and to
plan arrests, before letting the terrorist
know. This allows the government to convict
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the terrorists before they have time to leave
the scene of the crime. The act also allows
investigators to receive business records in
order to convict terrorists. For example,
they can receive records from banks to see
who the people are that are aiding the ter-
rorists. The Patriot Act allows investigators
to receive search warrants to search not only
where the terrorist act was carried out, but
also where the terrorist act was planned.
Also, the government now punishes people
who house terrorists, punishes terrorists who
attack transit systems, and also punishes
bioterrorists (Department of Justice).

Even though the United States has many
precautions against terrorists, many more
can be put into place. Traveling by airplane
is a very common way of transportation.
America has done a lot to secure the safety
of the airplane passengers, yet more can be
done. Airlines must train their attendants to
be aware of terrorists and be prepared with
knowledge of what to do once a terrorist is
encountered. Individual pilots must think of
ways to have flight attendants alert them
when they sense signs of danger and airlines
must also provide a way to alert the airport
of possible dangers without the attacker
knowing. Also, Requirements for passports
should be changed. A thorough background
check should be done before one can receive
a passport. Thousands of people come to the
United States each year. The border patrol
needs to be stricter on who they let into the
United States. By controlling who is allowed
to enter the U.S. many job opportunities
would be created. It would cost a lot of
money, but would save lives. Many people
come to the United States on a one-month
visa for education or work. The government
needs to pay attention to these people to
make sure they are not staying longer then
they are supposed to. People should be forced
to check in periodically and provide contact
information so the government can ensure
that they are still legally in this country. If
people cannot provide this information, they
should not be allowed into the country or
should be deported immediately. Another op-
tion would be to issue a national identity
card, much like a state drivers license so
that any policeman, citizen, could verify if
the person is in the country legally.

The government handles many pressures
every day and should be rewarded for that.
Yet, government officials must always stay
on top of things and communicate with all
levels of government while keeping up with
current technology. America is a truly an
amazing country with a lot more potential.

RECOGNIZING HARRY BROERMANN

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Harry Broermann. Over the past
70 years, Harry has served dutifully as a
member and Leader in Missouri 4-H. Harry
joined the Farmer City 4-H Club as a young
boy and has continued his service to the orga-
nization over the last 70 years.

In taking over the leadership of the Farmer
City 4-H Club that was founded by his father,
Harry and his wife served over hundreds of
children and young adults in Northwest Mis-
souri. Harry led the organization in the com-
pletion of service projects, organization of so-
cial functions, and has attended meetings all
throughout Missouri. With a passion for history
and genealogy, Harry has been instrumental
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in developing the strong sense of history and
community that are important to the edu-
cational mission of 4-H.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Harry Broermann, one of Mis-
souri’s finest citizens. Harry’s commitment to
the community is remarkable, and | am hon-
ored to represent him in the United States
Congress.

————

IN HONOR OF STATE REPRESENT-
ATIVE GERALD A. BUCKWORTH

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to
State Representative Gerald A. Buckworth,
who after 26 years of service in the State
House has chosen not to seek another term in
office. Throughout his political, professional,
and private life, he has tirelessly worked to
better the Delaware community

In addition to raising four children, and six
grandchildren, with his wife Vicki, he served
as a teacher, principal, and coach in the Cae-
sar Rodney School District for more than 30
years. His extensive involvement in the Dela-
ware public school system made him one of
the General Assembly’s foremost authorities
on public education. His dedication to helping
Delaware youth has eased the transition to
adulthood for many young Delawareans. He is
a key supporter of the State Police Cadets, a
program in which college students learn skills
in preparation for careers in law enforcement.
Without a doubt, one of his top priorities has
always been encouraging children to realize
their goals.

As his thirteen consecutive terms in office
demonstrate, he has been a prominent and
well-respected member of the Delaware Gen-
eral Assembly. In addition to serving 5 years
as the Majority Whip, he also served on mul-
tiple committees including: appropriations, cor-
rections, joint finance, labor, public safety, and
tourism. Additionally, he chaired the Family
Law Commission, a General Assembly organi-
zation that examines family court proceedings
in an effort to make recommendations for im-
provement.

| congratulate and thank State Rep. Gerald
Buckworth for his valuable contributions and
many years of admirable service to the State
of Delaware. | am sure that as he begins to
spend more time with his family and enjoy re-
tirement, that he will remain an active and in-
fluential member of the community. Thank
you, for all you have done and continue to do
for the people of our State.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY AND
LIFE OF CON CASSIDY, DEDI-
CATED COMMUNITY LEADER

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, June 21, 2006
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,

there are few among us who have given more
of themselves to making the world a better
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place than Con Cassidy, who passed away
last year on September 24, 2005. As we con-
tinue to mourn the passing of our dear friend
Con, | want to take a few moments to remem-
ber his life and his work in the community he
served so faithfully in so many different ways.

One of Con’s greatest pleasures during his
lifetime was helping those in need. He leaves
behind an impressive list of accomplishments
that most people can only dream of achieving
in their lifetime. Con will be remembered for
many reasons, not the least of which is his in-
spirational leadership that has had a profound
effect on people trying to better their lives.
Even with all of his work in public service and
with community organizations, Con also en-
deared himself to many because of his gen-
erous spirit and wise counsel. Whether it was
a local concern or just a relaxed visit with an
old friend, Con’s friends always knew they
would find the support and guidance they
were looking for in a chat with Con. While in
his presence, you were immediately put at
ease with his warm smile, his firm handshake,
his reassuring voice and his admirable char-
acter.

We have all felt his loss in one way or an-
other, however those individuals that have
special needs due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances or serious illness are the ones
that will suffer most from the loss of their
friend, Con. Anyone who knew Con knew that
he was a person who spent countless hours
volunteering his time and energy to benefit in-
dividuals and organizations in need.

The Con Cassidy Foundation has been es-
tablished by a group of his friends and family
in his honor with the hope of continuing his
tradition of giving. The “Make a Wish Founda-
tion” will be the primary benefactor of pro-
ceeds raised and will be given in Con
Cassidy’s name. Con’s legacy and his tradition
of giving will endure in the wonderful work
being done by the Foundation established in
his honor.

Mr. Speaker, as the Con Cassidy Founda-
tion gathers to honor his memory and life on
June 22—the anniversary of his birthday—I
ask my colleagues to join me in tribute for all
he has done to strengthen our community and
better the lives of others. Con Cassidy’s life is
truly an eloquent statement about what one
committed citizen can do.

————
CONGRESSMAN RANGEL AP-
PLAUDS PRESIDENT BUSH FOR
SIGNING PROCLAMATION DE-

CLARING JUNE AS CARIBBEAN
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend President Bush for his support of
the resolution that acknowledges the contribu-
tions of Caribbean peoples in America and de-
clares June as Caribbean Heritage Month. |
also would like to congratulate the Honorable
BARBARA LEE for her efforts in bringing about
this initiative, receiving 81 co-sponsors and
getting this monumental legislation passed in
both chambers of Congress. As one of the co-
sponsors, | am extremely proud to be a part
of the effort to recognize the Caribbean-Ameri-
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cans nationwide who have been a colorful
thread of our Nation’s fabric.

This proclamation recognizes the millions of
Caribbean peoples in the United States for
their contributions to American society since
its foundation. As a representative of a large
Caribbean constituency, | have always felt the
need to advocate on behalf of this distinctive
community while educating others that Carib-
bean cultures have influenced our educational
and political structures as well as popular cul-
ture.

Since 1619, immigrants from the Caribbean
islands began to populate America, bringing
with them elements of cultural, religious and
linguistic diversity. | appreciate the emphasis
that this resolution places on shedding light on
our Nation’s history as many great political
thinkers, such as President Alexander Ham-
ilton, were born in the Caribbean. This little
known fact was largely unheard of because of
the taboos, discrimination and racism that ex-
isted in our country’s past.

Today, as our Nation’s third border, Carib-
bean nations and our relations with them are
fundamental to our interdependent successes
in sharing medical advancements, fighting ter-
rorism and promoting diversity appreciation.

In celebration of Caribbean Heritage month,
this June, | will promote participation in local
festivities. | am glad to support activities such
as parades, carnivals and festivals that are
being held in my district and nationwide in true
Island fashion and flair.

RECOGNIZING SCOTT FLORENCE
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Scott Florence, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 495, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Scott has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Scott has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Scott Florence for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

TRIBUTE TO JIM WILLIAMS

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2006

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commend the service of Jim Williams,
the Director of the US-VISIT program at the
Department of Homeland Security. Mr. Wil-
liams is leaving his position in the coming
weeks to become the Commissioner of the
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