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In fact, in the Senate, they have al-

ready said that this is not a natural 
disaster. The Parliamentarian there 
ruled against emergency assistance by 
the junior Senator from Oregon, be-
cause he said this was not a natural 
disaster; it is manmade. The Bush Ad-
ministration made this disaster 
through their mismanagement of the 
resources in that region. 

So now we have the agency saying 
they are not going to declare a dis-
aster. I think they are just trying to 
put the small fishers out of business. 
What the end game is, I am not sure. 
Maybe giant aquaculture. Who knows? 
But the point is they are refusing, de-
spite the request of the Governor of Or-
egon, the Governor of California, the 
Senators from Oregon, the Senators 
from California, a large number of Rep-
resentatives from Oregon and Cali-
fornia, we have all requested a disaster 
declaration, and the White House is si-
lent, and the bureaucrats say ‘‘no.’’ 
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JUDGMENT DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, tonight there 
is one less brutal murderer in Texas. 
Angel Maturino Resendiz is gone. He 
has been executed, ending one of the 
most brutal reigns of terror a serial 
killer has ever known. 

Some called him the face of death. 
He rode the rails from Mexico to the 
heartland of America, leaving a wake 
of bloodied and mutilated bodies be-
hind him, quickly earning the top 
ranking of the FBI’s most wanted list. 

Thanks to the tenacity of Texas 
Ranger Drew Carter, who captured 
Resendiz, and the work of the FBI and 
numerous local law enforcement agen-
cies, justice has occurred. The wanted 
posters have come down. 

Resendiz raped, brutalized, tortured, 
maimed, and he took the lives of at 
least nine people, all who live within 
yards of railroad tracks throughout 
America. But he stole. He stole the se-
curity of citizens everywhere he went. 
Small town shops sold out of pistols. 
People who never locked their doors 
even sealed their windows because of 
the fear of Resendiz. Resendiz never 
knew where he was going, never 
brought anything with him but always 
knew what he would leave behind, a 
trail of terror and the darkness of 
death. 

Tonight, much to the dismay of his 
victims’ families, he met a far more 
peaceful fate than the one he inflicted 
on a 73-year-old woman. Her last view 
of Earth was his wicked face and a 
pickax coming right at her that was 
lodged in her head and embedded be-
tween her eyes. Tonight, Angel 
Resendiz is gone. 

Americans are rid of the beast that 
pulverized a church secretary’s face 
with a sledgehammer. Then he sexually 
assaulted her. His death sentence was 

for only one single slaying, the rape, 
stabbing and beating of a Houston doc-
tor whose husband watched the execu-
tion tonight, saying people have to un-
derstand what evil really is. 

Resendiz’ sentence was objected to by 
the Mexican government, who tried to 
intervene today in U.S. Federal courts 
to prevent this justice from occurring. 
The Mexican government instead 
should pay reparations to the nine fam-
ilies he murdered, since Mexico encour-
ages illegals like him to enter the 
United States. 

Resendiz is accused and suspected of 
many, many more killings throughout 
the United States, all tied together 
with the winding railroad tracks that 
carried this monster to his chosen 
chore, committing unspeakable ran-
dom acts of butchery. 

Tonight, Texas and the rest of the 
country, they are safer. The man who 
considered himself half man and half 
angel was neither. He was not half 
angel. He was totally a demon. To-
night, he has met his judgment day. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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RESET OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE 
ARMY AND MARINE CORPS 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask to 
speak out of order for 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Mis-
souri is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, before I 
make my remarks about the readiness 
of the Army and Marine Corps equip-
ment, I would like you to share my 
thoughts on the recently released in-
formation of a possible plan for troop 
redeployment in Iraq. 

Let me say I am incensed that Gen-
eral Casey’s recommendations to the 
President and Secretary Rumsfeld for 
possible force redeployments in the 
coming months were leaked by some-
one in the administration to The New 
York Times. 

The options presented to the Presi-
dent for the success of our operation 
there should not be on the front page of 
a major paper. Such a leak does not 
benefit considered deliberation of mili-
tary operatives. It can only serve a po-
litical purpose. Members of the Con-
gress overseeing the Department of De-
fense should have been kept informed 
of our senior military commander’s 
best thinking in an appropriate forum. 

That said, I am pleased to hear that 
the Iraqis and the American people 
may be able to begin to see a correla-
tion between increasing numbers and 
capability of Iraqi battalions and some 
reduction in American combat power. 
This is something that I have sug-

gested for some time. This apparent 
consideration of options could not 
come at a better time, given the poor 
readiness posture of the Army and Ma-
rine Corps equipment. 

Over the last several years, we have 
seen readiness rates plummet as the 
operation tempo in Iraq has climbed. 
Readiness rates for equipment have 
fallen so far, so far that I fear that now 
they present a strategic risk to our 
ability to respond to contingencies we 
may have faced beyond our current 
commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, nearly 40 percent of the 
Army and Marine Corps ground equip-
ment is deployed to the Central Com-
mand theater. That equipment is suf-
fering terribly due to battle losses and 
damage and increased operations and 
harsh climate. 

Since the start of the war, the Army 
has lost over 1,000 wheeled vehicles and 
nearly 100 armored vehicles. Increased 
usage and the weight from extra armor 
are wearing out equipment in Iraq up 
to nine times the peacetime rate. That 
means that some equipment has added 
the equivalent of 27 years worth of 
wear since the start of the war in Iraq. 

To keep this equipment serviceable, 
the Army and Marines have had to ex-
pend extraordinary effort. To their 
credit, the readiness rates for equip-
ment deployed to Central Command re-
mains high, with spare equipment and 
repair parts flowing quickly to the 
fight. 

Unfortunately, theater readiness has 
come at the expense of equipment here 
in the continental United States. Read-
iness reporting from non-deployed 
Army units shows that equipment 
readiness continues to fall, with very 
few continental United States units 
rated as fully mission-capable. 

These low mission-capable rates dis-
turb me greatly, as they are an indi-
cator of a military under stress. Non- 
deployed units are our strategic base. 
They are the units we will call if a cri-
sis emerges. Looking at these readiness 
rates, I truly wonder if our military 
will be able to answer the call should it 
come. 

The cost of all this repair and main-
tenance is enormous, with the Army 
spending $13.5 billion in 2006 alone. 
General Schoomaker, in his testimony 
before the Armed Services Committee 
today, said that the Army will require 
an astounding $17 billion next year to 
reset equipment damaged or destroyed 
by the war in Iraq. Even more dis-
turbing is that the largest bill for the 
reset will not come due until after 
combat operations end. At that point, 
future budget pressure may make it 
difficult to forward the reset, leaving 
us with significant shortfalls of equip-
ment to fill a transforming military. 

This Congress has a responsibility to 
provide for our force for the battles 
that they are in today and for those 
that they may have to fight tomorrow. 
To do that and to budget responsibly, 
we must know the true and full cost of 
the bill that will come due. 
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