June 29, 2006

Knowing how useful conservation
easements are to ranchers and farmers
across Colorado how much good they
have done for preserving our open lands
and rural way of life, I am troubled by
proposals that would punish those who
use conservation easements to protect
their lands.

Our current tax law says that do-
nated conservation easements can be
claimed as a deduction. This is how it
should be. If a rancher donates develop-
ment rights to a nonprofit, to be held
in trust, he or she should be able to
claim a Federal tax deduction. This de-
duction, in conjunction with State and
local incentives, is a valuable tool in
protecting Colorado’s natural heritage.

There have been some instances of
fraud in the use of conservation ease-
ments. The IRS should punish those re-
sponsible and Congress should explore
ways of tightening up our laws to avoid
abuses of the system. But, by and
large, those who place easements on
their lands are like Randy Rusk, and
they do so for the right reasons.

Mr. President, I am proud of the in-
novative ways that Coloradans are
finding to protect open spaces,
strengthen rural economies, and con-
tinue traditional ways of life. We have
a common interest in supporting the
work of ranchers like Mr. Rusk, whose
stewardship of his lands yields benefits
for all of us. I encourage this body to
stand behind these wise conservation
practices by protecting the Federal tax
deduction for conservation easements.®

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL ROBERT J.
DAVIS, JR.

e Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I
wish to pay tribute today to COL Rob-
ert J. Davis, Jr., commander of the
Baltimore District, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Colonel Davis is retiring
after 26 years of distinguished service
in the U.S. Army, and I take this op-
portunity to express my appreciation
for his many years of dedicated service
to our Nation.

Robert Davis graduated from the
U.S. Military Academy at West Point
in 1980 and was commissioned into the
U.S. Army. He has served in numerous
staff and command positions here in
the United States and abroad including
an associate professorship in the De-
partment of Mechanics and Civil and
Mechanical Engineering at West Point,
commanding the C Company of the
14th Engineer Battalion in Fort Ord,
CA, and directing public works for the
6th Area Support Group in Stuttgart,
Germany. He also served as assistant
to the commanding general of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers and as com-
mander of the Detroit District.

Since August, 2003, when Colonel
Davis was selected as commander and
district engineer for the Baltimore En-
gineer District, I have had the pleasure
of working closely with him on numer-
ous civil works and military construc-
tion projects vitally important to the
State of Maryland. These included the
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completion of the first phase of the re-
watering of the C&O Canal in Cum-
berland, MD, the initiation of the
Gwynns Falls Restoration Project in
Baltimore, the dredging of St. Jerome
Creek in Southern Maryland, the ad-
vancement of dredged material man-
agement plans for the Port of Balti-
more and the opening of a new rec-
reational trail at Jennings Randolph
Lake. Colonel Davis has continued a
long tradition of outstanding leader-
ship of the Baltimore District, and the
citizens of Maryland and the other
States served by the Baltimore District
will benefit from his leadership for
years to come.

In recognition of his exceptional
service, Colonel Davis has received nu-
merous awards and commendations in-
cluding the Defense Meritorious Serv-
ice Medal, Army Meritorious Service
Medal, the Army Commendation
Medal, and the Army Medal of Achieve-
ment. But above all, Colonel Davis has
exemplified a steadfast commitment to
serving his fellow citizens and country
with his very best, most dedicated ef-
forts. In this most honorable mission,
he has earned the admiration and high
regard of everyone with whom he has
worked. I extend my personal con-
gratulations and thanks for his hard
work and dedication and wish him the
very best in the future.e

———

TRIBUTE TO RUSSELL AND BETTY
BECK

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Russell and Betty
Beck of Pierre, SD. Russell and Betty
Beck will celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary this year on December 22.

Russell and Betty met in June of 1956
at the Central States Fair in Rapid
City, SD. Russell, a fly boy in the Air
Force, was stationed at Ellsworth AFB,
and Betty, who was just a few years
out of high school, was working in
Rapid City at the time. The couple was
later married in their pastor’s home
with Nancy Gibson and William
Clarkson as their witnesses. Russell
and Betty eventually made their home
in Murdo, SD. where they raised four
children: Bernard, Bernardine, Darsey,
and Robin.

I offer my congratulations to Russell
and Betty on their 50th wedding anni-
versary and wish them many years of
continued happiness.®

———

KRISTEN CHRISTENSEN

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to thank Kristen Christensen, an
intern in my Washington, DC office, for
all of the hard work she has done for
me, my staff, and the State of South
Dakota this summer.

Kristen is a graduate of Yankton
High School in Yankton, SD, and is
currently a rising sophomore at the
University of South Dakota where she
is studying English and psychology.
She is a hard worker and has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of her in-
ternship experience.
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I would like to give my thanks to
Kristen and wish her continued success
in the years to come.®

——
CHRIS TIMMERMAN

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to thank Chris Timmerman, an
intern in my Washington, DC office, for
all of the hard work he has done for
me, my staff, and the State of South
Dakota this summer.

Chris is a graduate of Lincoln High
School in Sioux Falls, SD, and is cur-
rently a rising junior at Emory Univer-
sity where he is studying philosophy.
He is a hard worker and has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience.

I would like to give my thanks to
Chris and wish him continued success
in the years to come. ®

——————

AIMEE BREWSTER

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
wish to also thank Aimee Brewster, an
intern in my Washington, DC office, for
all of the hard work she has done for
me, my staff, and the State of South
Dakota this summer.

Aimee is a graduate of St. Thomas
More High School in Rapid City, SD,
and is currently a rising sophomore at
the University of Notre Dame where
she is studying political science and
French. She is a hard worker and has
been dedicated to getting the most out
of her internship experience.

I would like to give my thanks to
Aimee and wish her continued success
in the years to come.®

———————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 12:40 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 5689. An act to amend the Safe, Ac-
countable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation
Equity Act: A Legacy for Users to make
technical corrections, and for other pur-
poses.

At 4:16 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
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