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Leste’s people. This effort requires local buy-
in and assistance from the World Bank and
national and regional development groups.

Local systems of governance are developed
and respect for the rule of law is cultivated.
In particular, emphasis should be placed on
judicial institutions, which will enable ac-
countability for past and current crimes.

Peace and security is guaranteed for Timor
Leste. Peacekeepers, instead of leaving pre-
maturely, must remain to support military
and police troops.

The Peacebuilding Commission is selecting
which post-conflict nation-states to adopt.
Along with Burundi and Sierra Leone, Timor
Leste is high on the list. The world commu-
nity has an opportunity to rally behind
Timor Leste, rather than abandon it, and
help this nation become healthy and
strong—a peace-building process that will
take a long-term commitment from every
international institution.

Ian Martin, former special representative
for the UN secretary general for East Timor,
is forecasting a larger role for the UN. He
should recommend that the Peacebuilding
Commission take the lead in ensuring Timor
Leste finally takes its place among the
world’s stable democratic countries.

HONORING SPRINGHILL MEDICAL
CENTER AS A LEADER IN
HEALTHCARE TECHNOLOGY

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Springhill Medical Center.

For the past 31 years Springhill Medical
Center has served the people of south Ala-
bama through quality medical service. The ad-
ministration and staff of Springhill Medical
Center pride themselves on numerous serv-
ices they provide to the community while
maintaining a personalized approach to patient
care.

| am proud to say that Springhill Medical
Center is recognized as being in the top 5 per-
cent of the most technically advanced hos-
pitals in the United States. As a result of the
hospital's investment in this technology,
Springhill Medical Center was honored as a
2006 Laureate by the Computerworld Informa-
tion Technology Awards Foundations.

Springhill Medical Center was nominated
and received this award based on the hos-
pital’s operations in the days following Hurri-
cane Katrina. The high volume of patients
treated following the hurricane would not have
been possible without the integrated tech-
nology the hospital had in place. In the after-
math of Hurricane Katrina, the emergency
room provided services to as many as 72 pa-
tients at one time. In the month following Hur-
ricane Katrina, the hospital treated 600 more
patients than the same time period the pre-
vious year.

Upon receiving the award, Mr. Bill Mason,
president and CEO of Springhill Medical Cen-
ter, said, “Our firm decision to significantly in-
vest in our electronic information resources
has paid off for our patients and for the physi-
cians, nurses, and technicians who care for
them, and the hospital. We've been able to
offer our medical staff a tool that complements
the excellent care offered at Springhill Medical
Center.”
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Mr. Speaker, it is my great honor to recog-
nize the administration and staff of Springhill
Medical Center and their continuing leadership
in healthcare technology and commitment to
quality healthcare services throughout south
Alabama.

RECOGNIZING THE SOUTH EL
MONTE EMERGENCY RESOURCES
ASSOCIATION

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
honor that | rise today to congratulate the
South ElI Monte Emergency Resources Asso-
ciation in honor of their 50th anniversary. | am
proud to recognize the invaluable contributions
and charity of the South EI Monte Emergency
Resources Association on this historic occa-
sion.

For over 50 years the mission of this small
organization has been to “prevent homeless-
ness and maintain stability by providing the
basic needs of food, clothing and shelter for
families and individuals in times of crisis.” And
for 50 years the South EI Monte Emergency
Resources Association has not faltered in up-
holding their noble and honorable mission.
The impact they have had on thousands of
lives is immeasurable. By implementing the
American spirit of humble and compassionate
charity, the South EI Monte Resources Asso-
ciation has come to embody the best of the
American people.

The association began their mission by pro-
viding second-hand clothing to children in un-
fortunate circumstances. Through the years
they have expanded their services to include
the provision of emergency food, clothing,
home furnishings, sheets, blankets, medical
supplies, and medical equipment to members
of the community. Yet the work of the South
El Monte Emergency Resources Association
is not limited to these services; it extends be-
yond material assistance to provide moral sup-
port and guidance.

Today, in the face of poverty, homeless-
ness, suffering, and insurmountable cir-
cumstances, we have hope because of groups
like the South ElI Monte Emergency Re-
sources Association. Without the support and
assistance of such organizations, our many
impoverished children, seniors, and commu-
nity members would be left out in the cold with
no hope in sight. Today we recognize the
priceless services that charitable organizations
provide to our society and | congratulate the
South EI Monte Emergency Resources Asso-
ciation for 50 years of being a model compas-
sionate organization.

TRIBUTE TO SONNY DOLCI
HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today with
a heavy heart to share with my colleagues the
passing of Sonny Dolci. Most Members of the
House never met Sonny Dolci. But everyone
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has a Sonny Dolci in their congressional dis-
trict.

Sonny Dolci was a veterans’ leader in
Northport, Long Island. He died 3 days before
Independence Day. And he had a special link
to that day. Because he embodied the finest
qualities of great Americans who refused to
say ‘no’ when it came to their country or their
community.

When the veterans of Northport wanted to
build a new facility, Sonny Dolci said, “Give
me the shovel.”

When community leaders wanted to orga-
nize a celebration of Northport, Sonny helped
lead what is today one of the largest festivals
on Long Island: Cow Harbor Day.

When a Korean War memorial was planned,
Sonny traveled to eastern Long Island, and
climbed amongst the rocks to find the perfect
facing.

Sonny would not take no for an answer.

That is really what Independence Day is
about: the Americans who refused to say no
when faced with challenge.

Two hundred thirty years ago, George
Washington found himself surrounded in NY
by the most powerful Navy on earth. He didn't
give in, he kept up the fight for independence.
And we replaced foreign monarchy with Amer-
ican democracy.

One hundred fourty years ago, Abraham
Lincoln lost battle after battle for American
unity. He didn’t give up. He kept fighting until
we replaced slavery with liberty.

And 60 years ago, men like Sonny Dolci left
their homes for World War Il and then Korea.
They refused to say no to defeating tyranny
and totalitarianism.

They came home, and looked at the moon.
And when President Kennedy said we could
even defeat the distance of space, they said,
“Let's go”.

That determination and spirit made us the
country we are today. They wouldn’t take no
for an answer. And neither should we.

The threat today is our reliance on foreign
oil. Our generation needs a Declaration of En-
ergy Independence. If we can beat the British,
defeat slavery, triumph in World War Il and
land Americans on the moon, we can design
vehicles that get more than 40 miles per gal-
lon. That is today’s challenge.

Sonny Dolci never said “It’'s too hard” when
it came to the safety and security of his coun-
try, his community, his comrades, or his chil-
dren.

And as long as his spirit and fortitude lives
in each of us, we will give the next generation
of children the peace and security that Sonny
fought and worked to give us.

And that is the greatest legacy of all.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JUDGE
CORDELL MEEKS, JR.

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to an outstanding Kansas
jurist who recently was taken from us too
soon: 29th Judicial District Court Judge
Cordell Meeks, Jr., who died unexpectedly on
June 28th of a heart attack at age 63.

Born and raised in Kansas City, Kansas,
Judge Meeks served on the bench for nearly
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26 years. A graduate of the University of Kan-
sas and of KU’s School of Law, he was a sen-
ior partner in the law firm of Meeks, Suther-
land and Mcintosh when he was appointed by
Governor John Carlin in 1980 to fill a vacancy
on the bench created by the death of his fa-
ther, Cordell D. Meeks, Sr., the first African-
American district court judge in Kansas.

Described as a “firm but fair” judge who
maintained strict courtroom decorum, Judge
Meeks also served on the boards of numerous
community groups and civic organizations, in-
cluding Children’s Mercy Hospital, Rockhurst
University, and the Liberty Memorial Associa-
tion. He also served as a colonel and senior
military judge in the Kansas Army National
Guard. In 1999, he became the first African-
American to serve on the board of the Truman
Museum, a position he considered an honor
because his father had been a friend of Presi-
dent Truman. In 2001 he was elected presi-
dent of the American Lung Association.

Additionally, Judge Meeks was an active
alumnus of the University of Kansas, where he
served on the advisory board for minority de-
velopment for KU’s graduate school and for
KU’s Edwards Campus in Overland Park. In
2002, he received the alumni association’s
Fred Ellsworth Medallion, the organization’s
highest award for service to the University. As
KU Chancellor Robert Hemenway said upon
learning of Judge Meeks’ death, “I know of no
one who better understood than Cordell the
importance of higher education and the door
to opportunities that it opens. Cordell was an
inspirational leader for racial equality in our re-
gion. He motivated us all to do better. We will
miss him dearly.”

Mr. Speaker, | was privileged to have known
Cordell Meeks personally for many years. We
first met during my junior year at the Univer-
sity of Kansas, where we both served as
counselors in Joseph R. Pearson Residence
Hall, and we remained close friends since that
time, as we both progressed through careers
in law. Judge Cordell Meeks truly was a well-
respected member of our community whose
life and work were centered around the basic
ideals he held dear: justice, hope, strength,
community and family. He was a valued friend
and | know that all members of the Kansas
City community join with me in sharing our
thoughts and prayers with his widow, Mary
Anne, and their son, Cordell, Ill, during their
time of loss.

—————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
June 29, 2006, | was absent for a vote. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rollcall 357.
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF ELVIRA “VERA”
DURAZO

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Elvira “Vera” M. Durazo of El Monte,
California, a dedicated and compassionate
woman known as the “Grandmother” of Mexi-
can cuisine in the greater ElI Monte area, who
passed away on June 24, 2006.

Vera opened the first Mexican food res-
taurant and tortilla factory in EI Monte known
as “Durazo’s”, bringing a taste of Mexico to
the San Gabriel Valley. After many successful
years at Durazo’s, Vera turned her focus to
contributing to the community as a volunteer.
For more than three decades, Vera assisted
the sight impaired and homebound elderly.
She also organized the Convalescent Patient
Project, which now gives more than 150 pa-
tients birthday and Christmas gifts in the El
Monte area per year, and volunteered at
health fairs and clinics, the monthly mini-mart
at the Hack Crippen Senior Center, and Meals
on Wheels.

Vera was particularly committed to the el-
derly in the local Latino community and found-
ed the Club Hispano Americano. Club Hispano
Americano is the largest Hispanic philan-
thropic organization for the elderly in the San
Gabriel Valley.

Vera is survived by one son Edward
Durazo, two daughters Rebecca Ramirez and
Evelyn Prudhomme, eight grandchildren, thir-
teen great-grandchildren and four step-great-
grandchildren. She will be dearly missed by
her family, friends, and the community.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5638, PERMANENT ES-
TATE TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2006

SPEECH OF

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2006

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposi-
tion to this bill.

| believe that estate taxes at 2001 levels
were inherently unfair. And | voted to reform
those levels by increasing the exemption and
lowering the tax rate through 2010. Today, |
would vote for all estate tax reform that per-
manently raised the exemption to $3.5 million
for individuals and $7 million for couples, while
lowering the rate to 45 percent.

Unfortunately, the majority has refused to
even entertain a compromise. In fact, they
won’t even allow us to vote on a compromise,
even though they could vote against it. They
insist that we either take or leave their bill: a
$700 billion cost, added to an existing $8 tril-
lion debt.

Why do we need compromise? Why can’t |
support the legislation before us today? For
three reasons.

First, at a time of war that has been de-
scribed as “generational”, when we experi-
enced shortages on the battlefield, funding
cuts in Pentagon weapons systems, and cuts
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in homeland security funding to my constitu-
ents in New York because of budget strains,
adding an additional $700 billion in estate tax
relief is irresponsible. How is it that we have
$700 billion for estate tax relief, but just cut
funds for a critical Air Force advanced energy
program? Why is it that we slashed college
loan programs because we had to save $12
billion, but we have $700 billion for estate tax
repeal? How is it possible to defend cutting
Homeland Security funds to NY by $80 million
because we can't afford it, and then pass a bill
that spends $700 billion to repeal the estate
tax?

Second, | have been fighting for meaningful
and permanent relief of the Alternative Min-
imum Tax, which has become the largest mid-
dle class tax increase in history. The Adminis-
tration and Republican leadership of Congress
has not agreed to real alternative minimum tax
relief. All we can afford they say, is a tem-
porary bandage every year. The cost of the
permanent AMT reform that Representative
Lowey and | have introduced is about $400
billion. The cost of permanent repeal of the
estate tax is $700 billion. Why is it that we
can’t afford tax relief for millions of middle
class families, but we can afford twice the cost
for tax relief to several thousand estates?

Third, a $700 billion liability to the Federal
Treasury represents a staggering unfunded li-
ability for our children. Let me prove my point
in specific and non-partisan terms.

Recently | attended a meeting with the
Comptroller General of the United States. He
was chosen to this position by President Bush,
the Republican Speaker of the House, and the
Republican Leader of the Senate.

The Comptroller described the long term fis-
cal position of the Federal Treasury. Over the
next 30 years, Federal revenues will remain
fairly constant as a percentage of the federal
budget. On the spending side—even if we do
what we have never been able to do, and
keep spending at the level of inflation—our
total costs will skyrocket, particularly with the
rapid growth of our aging population. The re-
sulting gap between revenues and expenses
will be so huge that in 2040, the entire Federal
budget will be adequate to pay for only two
things: interest on debt, and a small piece of
social security. Everything else—the military,
veterans benefits, the FBI; the CIA, education,
health, homeland security—will require either
a catastrophic tax increase on our children, or
abolishment by our children. And today, we
add $700 billion to their problem.

Mr. Speaker, we can provide estate tax re-
lief that is affordable and fair, by allowing a
vote on Mr. POMEROY’S substitute. But denied
that opportunity by the leadership, | cannot
support a “take it leave it” bill. Not when, by
taking this, | leave the real bill to our children.

————

A TRIBUTE TO ALAN SENITT
HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2006

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of
myself, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. LANTOS, Mr. ENGEL
and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, I'd like to ex-
press our shock and horror at the death of
Alan Senitt in Washington, DC, early yester-
day morning.
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