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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, for 5
years now Washington Republicans
have refused to fund border security
programs. But it is not only our effort
at our borders, Republicans refuse to
go after employers who break the law.
Under their leadership, work site en-
forcement was cut back by 95 percent.
As a result, the government prosecuted
four employers in 2003 as opposed to 182
in 1999.

Securing our borders doesn’t happen
magically. It takes funding and it
takes agents at the border, two things
seriously lacking right now. Under
pressure to act earlier this year, Presi-
dent Bush vowed to have 2,500 National
Guard troops on our border by June 30,
but all he could muster was 248. The
administration claims the rest of the
Guardsmen are now going through
training. So much for keeping prom-
ises.

Now the House Republicans are seri-
ously jeopardizing any real attempts to
sign a border security bill into law this
year. House Republicans simply refuse
to negotiate a final bill, choosing in-
stead to hold hearings on a bill they al-
ready passed.

The time for talking is over. It is
time for House Republicans to join us
to secure our borders.

————

THE HOUSE OF AMERICA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, Joe Carcamo,
an illegal El Salvadoran, had 17 driving
violations when he drunkenly was drag
racing down a Michigan street and hit
two teenagers. He was driving 75 miles
an hour. He cracked the skull of one of
them and the other girl lost both her
legs.

We could have stopped this reckless
illegal after his first violation, which
was breaking and entering into our
country, but politics stops local law
enforcement from making these ar-
rests. Not so with Sheriff Joe Arpaio
from Maricopa County. He is using an
Arizona law that locks up smugglers
and their customers, too, for con-
spiring to break the law.

The Mexican Government wants to
help illegals break out of his jail by
suing Sheriff Joe for just enforcing
American law. The word is out: Coyote
smugglers avoid Maricopa County and
the High Sheriff Joe Arpaio.

Mr. Speaker, our sheriffs and Border
Patrol do as good a job as we let them
do, and our Nation must send out the
word: Enter the House of America le-
gally, or you will enter the jailhouse.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, over
the past decade, the cost of living in
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our Nation has risen sharply and con-
tinues to grow. Gas prices have dou-
bled, college costs are up by 38 percent,
fuel prices up 20, housing costs another
25 percent, and health care costs are up
a whopping 75 percent, yet the millions
of Americans who work full time strug-
gling to support their families have
just been dealt another blow.

Last month, the Republicans in this
body defeated a measure to raise the
minimum wage, which has not been in-
creased in an appalling 9 years. Instead
of voting with Democrats to give a
much needed pay raise to these work-
ers, Republicans once again turned
their backs on more than 6 million
workers. You didn’t see Republicans
turning their backs on the wealthiest
few last month when they repealed the
estate tax that only impacts our Na-
tion’s wealthiest families.

Mr. Speaker, it isn’t too late for
House Republicans to change their
minds. Today, we will have another
vote here on the House floor to give
these hardworking Americans a much
deserved raise. House Republicans
know that the minimum wage is at its
lowest level in 50 years. Today, we will
see if Republicans are interested in ex-
panding economic opportunity to all.

——
0 1015
BUDGET UPDATE

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the White
House Office of Management and Budg-
et just released its annual midyear
budget update. Under article I of the
Constitution, the House of Representa-
tives has no higher priority than to see
to the wise expenditure of the re-
sources of the American people, and
the word is, the news is good.

This year’s budget deficit is now fore-
cast to be $296 billion, 2.3 percent of
our economy, essentially equal to a
historic average. The really good news
is, the deficit is 30 percent below the
administration’s February forecast.
Revenues grew by a dynamic 14.5 per-
cent last year and are forecast to grow
this year by $245 billion, or 11.4 per-
cent.

Revenues to the Federal Government
are increasing because of the
progrowth tax cuts that President
Bush and this Republican majority
brought forward. The tax cuts are
working. The economy is growing. Rev-
enues to the government are up. The
deficit is down.

All in all, not a bad day’s work.

———
INCREASE THE MINIMUM WAGE

(Mr. BAIRD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BAIRD. Mr. Speaker, because of
Republican inaction, minimum-wage
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workers have not been making a living
wage for years now, and are forced to
work 40 hours a week for wages that
don’t give enough money to afford in-
creased housing, food, health care or
gas costs. Gas prices are so high right
now that it takes a minimum-wage
worker an entire 8-hour shift just to af-
ford one tank of gas.

Americans should be aware that
CEOs in the first 4 hours they work
make more in those 4 hours than a
minimum-wage worker would earn in
an entire year. The American people
know that $5.15 an hour is not enough
to support a family, not by a darn
sight.

Today, House Republicans have an-
other chance to support expanding eco-
nomic opportunity to millions of work-
ers they have ignored for 9 years now.
It is time the House Republicans think
of someone other than their wealthy
special interest friends and support av-
erage working Americans. Increase the
minimum wage.

———

BROADCAST DECENCY
ENFORCEMENT

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, it has been
less than a month since President Bush
signed the Broadcast Decency Enforce-
ment Act into law, and it is already
working. By increasing fines tenfold,
this law seeks to deter broadcasters
from breaking indecency laws.

And yesterday, The Washington Post
reported that this deterrent is work-
ing. Orders for electronic editing equip-
ment used to filter on-air obscenities
have spiked. Some radio stations are
requiring their DJs to either clean up
or pay fines out of their own pockets.
Radio giant Clear Channel has adopted
a zero-tolerance policy for their on-air
personalities, allowing them to be fired
for using offensive language.

Some claim this is creating a chilling
effect on free expression. Mr. Speaker,
this is not a chilling effect, it is enforc-
ing the law. Decency standards have
not changed, but the incentive for
obeying them has changed signifi-
cantly, and that is exactly what the
President and this Congress intended
when we passed this important legisla-
tion.

For the sake of parents and children
across the Nation, I am glad to see this
law having an impact on cleaning up
the airwaves.

RENEW VOTING RIGHTS ACT

(Ms. WATERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with my colleagues to impart
some history and context relative to
the right to vote in America, an essen-
tial part of the democratic process. I
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