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murder through the media and Inter-
net. But America will not be defeated.
This is a war we cannot and will not
lose. We must put an end to the unau-
thorized leaks of sensitive information
that aids our enemies in their plans to
kill Americans and avoid capture. We
must also continue to improve our
counterterrorism efforts, finding new
ways to disrupt enemy planning, elimi-
nate terrorists from the battlefield,
and strengthen collaboration within
our intelligence, defense, and homeland
security organizations.

Our intelligence community, the De-
partment of Defense, and law enforce-
ment organizations across this Nation
remain vigilant, and we owe our sup-
port and a debt of gratitude to these
dedicated men and women who are on
the front line of the global war on ter-
ror. We are indeed winning, but as it
has been pointed out, this is a long
war. The President is leading that ef-
fort with the help of this Congress, and
together we are Kkeeping Americans
safe.

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT Pro Tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

HOMELAND SECURITY
APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, yesterday
a series of eight explosions struck the
heart of Mumbai, India, during the
evening rush-hour commute. At least
180 innocent civilians were Kkilled and
more than 700 were injured in the blast.

On behalf of this Senate and the
American people, I express my heart-
felt condolences to the victims, to
their families, and to the Indian peo-
ple. We share in your grief and in your
determination to hunt down the crimi-
nals who carried out this despicable
act. We will stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with the Indian people and the Indian
Government in order to bring the per-
petrators of these attacks to justice.

Yesterday’s bombings came less than
a week after the l-year anniversary of
the London bombing attacks and less
than a month after a thwarted ter-
rorist plot against the New York City
subway system was revealed. These
cowardly acts remind us again and
again of our responsibility to protect
and secure the American homeland.

As we learned on 9/11, terrorists need
to get it right just once. They exploit
whatever weaknesses they can find, de-
liberately targeting hard-working men
and women on their way to work or
back from work, schoolchildren on the
way to their daily school activities, va-
cationers on the way to the beach. In
the face of such threats, we must be
ever vigilant. Our pursuit must be de-
termined. It must be tireless—breaking
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up terrorist cells, destroying their fi-
nancing, chasing down the money trail,
and bringing each and every collabo-
rator to justice. We have to strengthen
our weaknesses and we have to root out
whatever vulnerabilities we have.

That is why the bill that is on the
floor today, the Homeland Security
bill, is so important. The Homeland Se-
curity spending bill provides over $32
billion to strengthen our ports, Amer-
ica’s ports, our borders, our transit sys-
tems. It provides financial support for
100 new rail inspectors and canine
teams, enhancing our Nation’s railway
security and ensuring that bombings
such as those that happened in Mumbai
and London aren’t repeated here.

It adds 1,000 more Border Patrol
agents, investigators, and those deten-
tion officers whom we know are so im-
portant in carrying out those respon-
sibilities of securing our borders. Cou-
pled with the spring supplemental, we
will have added over 2,000 new agents
in 1 year. That brings the total to over
14,300 Border Patrol agents.

The bill also expands much needed
detention space—places to put people
who illegally cross the border while
justice is being administered—with
1,000 new beds so that we can be sure
people caught entering this country il-
legally are not released before their
cases are properly prosecuted. Taken
with the spring supplemental, we will
have added over 5,000 beds along the
border in 1 year, bringing the total
number to over 25,300 beds.

The bill provides nearly $8.2 billion
to the Coast Guard to protect the 95,000
miles of shoreline border and to inspect
both foreign and domestic ports. It
funds grants so that high-threat, high-
density urban areas can strengthen
their infrastructures against threat
vulnerabilities. It supports our first re-
sponders so that our firefighters, police
officers, and paramedics have the
training they mneed should disaster
strike. It provides more than $818 mil-
lion to combat weapons of mass de-
struction through appropriate research
for biological and chemical counter-
measures as well as for the Domestic
Nuclear Detection Office to expand nu-
clear research and radiological detec-
tion.

We have to use every single tool
available to prevent further attacks on
American soil. That is why this bill is
so important, the Homeland Security
spending bill. It ensures that vital pro-
grams critical to our national security
have the funding they need to be an ef-
fective defense.

Yesterday’s bombings in Mumbai
were part of a well-coordinated attack.
We must pass the Homeland Security
spending bill swiftly to ensure that
similar attacks are not repeated and
especially are not repeated on Amer-
ican soil.

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ALEXANDER). The clerk will call the
roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, what is the
status of morning business, comparing
majority and minority?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader controls 30 minutes.

Mr. REID. That time would begin
now?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, that
is correct.

————

A DO-NOTHING CONGRESS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, yesterday
was a day where we did not accomplish
much on the Senate floor. But we
haven’t accomplished much the entire
congressional session. We have 22 days
left to do business until the adjourn-
ment date announced by the distin-
guished majority leader—22 days. We
have so much to do and we have done
so little.

It is not me, the Democratic leader,
who is saying this is a do-nothing Con-
gress. This is what all the pundits have
written about. We have wasted time on
a political agenda.

What is a political agenda? We have
spent days and days on an estate tax
repeal that has no bearing on 99.8 per-
cent of all the American people. It af-
fects less than two-tenths of 1 percent
of all the people in America, but we
have spent days of our time here on the
Senate floor dealing with this issue.

Flag burning—it doesn’t matter how
you feel about flag burning. Is it the
right thing to do, to take up precious
days of the Senate time on flag burn-
ing? In the little town where I was born
and I still have my home they are pa-
triotic people. On the Fourth of July, I
was there. The flags were flying in that
little town. But flag burning doesn’t
have direct bearing to their lives.

The marriage amendment—I believe
in the sanctity of marriage, but is it
something we should spend time on
with a constitutional amendment?
During the time we have been a coun-
try, there have been more than 11,000
attempts to amend the Constitution. In
the last 12 years, we had 1,000 amend-
ments to the Constitution filed. One we
have spent a lot of time on, unneces-
sarily, is the marriage amendment. We
have spent days of our time here in the
Senate on this issue. The people in
Searchlight, NV, would rather that we
dealt with things that are important,
not flag burning, not gay marriage, not
the estate tax. With the Ilimited
amount of time we have left, we, the
minority, the Democrats, believe we
have to do some things and do them be-
fore the August recess—things that af-
fect people in my little town, Search-
light, NV.

Stem cell legislation—it is difficult
to watch, before your eyes, someone
who deteriorates with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. You can see it happen. No matter
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