July 13, 2006

Even though transit and rail systems
throughout the world have been the targets of
deadly terror attacks, including the London
subway system a year ago this month and the
rail system in Bombay, India, just yesterday,
the Bush Administration seems guilty of the
same lack of anticipatory thinking that plagued
our approach to aviation security prior to 9/11.

In fact, as has happened so often in our na-
tion’s history, public voices calling attention to
the inadequate security provided for railroads
and public transit appear to be warning of a
problem in plain sight that is essentially being
ignored by officials whose basic plan is appar-
ently to hope that nothing happens.

In July of last year, the Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security articulated the
Bush Administration’s general indifference to
security on transit systems when he an-
nounced that our nation’s public transit sys-
tems should expect to bear most of the costs
of funding security improvements themselves.
At that time, the Secretary dismissed the idea
that a terror strike on a transit system could
produce “catastrophic consequences” by say-
ing “a bomb in a subway car may kill 30 peo-

le.”

P Under pressure, Secretary Chertoff backed
away from his statement. However, the Bush
Administration appears to have continued its
policy of essentially leaving to public transit
systems and to railroads much of the financial
burden associated with providing any security
enhancements on these systems.

Thus, in fiscal year 2006, the federal gov-
ernment appropriated just $150 million in se-
curity grants to be divided among transit inter-
city passenger rail, and freight rail systems.
This is the same amount provided in fiscal
year 2005.

In fact, federal grants for transit and railroad
security since 9/11 have totaled just over $550
million. By comparison, the Congressional Re-
search Service reports that the federal govern-
ment has spent nearly $20 billion on aviation
security since September 11, 2001. As evi-
denced by this funding disparity, national
focus has been almost exclusively on aviation
security despite the fact that almost 7 times
more people use public transportation on a
daily basis than fly on airplanes.

Perhaps not surprisingly given the lack of
focus, the inadequacy of federal funding has
been accompanied by repeated failures on the
part of the Department of Homeland Security
to develop comprehensive risk assessments
and mode-specific security plans as docu-
mented by several GAO studies and now by
a study written by the Democratic Members of
the Committee on Homeland Security.

| strongly support the Rail and Public Trans-
portation Security Act of 2006, H.R. 5714, as
well as other measures that would strength rail
and transit security in our Nation. It is simply
incomprehensible to me that Congress has not
yet considered and passed these measures
that would close gaping holes in our transit se-
curity system and significantly increase fund-
ing for security grant programs.

Mr. Speaker, while it will not be possible to
protect our transit and rail systems from every
possible terror threat, we are not yet doing all
that we can to make these systems as safe as
possible. Our failure to anticipate the unthink-
able before 9/11 led to the tragic death of
3,000 innocent Americans. It is past time that
we act to secure our public transit and rail
systems before another unthinkable act leads
to the deaths of more innocent Americans.
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Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, this
week H. Con. Res. 427 passed the House of
Representatives by voice vote. This bill would
permit the use of the rotunda of the Capitol for
a ceremony to commemorate the 75th anni-
versary of the establishment of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. | would like to lend
my voice to this memorable event.

Madam Speaker, in 1930 President Hoover
signed Executive Order 5398 which estab-
lished the Veterans Administration a ultimately
led to the formation of the Department of Vet-
eran Affairs. The VA (as it has affectionately
become known) has strived to both honor and
serve the men and women who protect one of
our Nation’s most treasured ideals—liberty.
For 75 years, the VA has helped ensure that
those who choose to enter the armed services
are not forgotten after they honorably serve
their country.

For this reason, we should celebrate the
concept and accomplishments of the VA. In-
deed, the VA is a vital cabinet level depart-
ment, which oversees an honorable and nec-
essary function of the U.S. Government.

The VA has three branches, which aim to
provide a smooth transition for veterans when
they return home from active duty. These
branches—the Veterans Health Administration,
the Veterans Benefits Administration, and the
National Cemetery Administration—should be
roundly applauded for their service to Amer-
ica’s former servicemen and servicewomen.

Beginning in 1946, the VA’s health unit, now
known as the Veterans Health Administration,
has sought to provide adequate health care to
injured veterans returning from war, starting
with World War Il. Throughout the latter half of
the 20th century, the VHA expanded into a
leading health care provider and now has over
150 medical centers across the country. Ac-
cording to the VA, provided care to more than
5.3 million individuals in 2005.

In addition to providing health care services,
the VA, through its Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration branch, has provided educational serv-
ices to veterans, beginning with the passage
of the Gl Bill in 1944. According to the VA, 7.8
million World War |l veterans, alone, benefited
from educational opportunities that the bill of-
fered. | also applaud the VA for assisting the
families of our fallen heroes, the men and
women of our armed services who died in
combat fighting for liberty. The VA’s National
Cemetery Administration should be praised for
providing memorials to those veterans who
died for our liberty.

Madam Speaker, it is an honor for me to
have the opportunity to recognize the VA for
what is has and will continue to do for our vet-
erans. As a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, | always look to support legisla-
tion that honors our veterans. On June 27,
2006, the House of Representatives agreed to
H.R. 4843, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-
of-Living Adjustment Act of 2006. H.R. 4843
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increases compensation rates to veterans with
service-oriented disabilities, and the House of
Representatives should be proud of this great
legislation.

But, Madam Speaker, on July 19, 20086,
when we commemorate the VA’s 75th Anni-
versary, let us not forget that much more
needs to be done to pay homage to our vet-
erans, particularly those who are coming
home from Afghanistan and Iraq.

Madam Speaker, the VA reported in August
2005 that almost 23 percent of homeless men
and women are veterans. Madam Speaker
this percentage is far too high and far too
shameful.

On a bi-partisan basis, Congress must work
with the Veterans Affairs to right this seem-
ingly forgotten atrocity. The men and women
who honorably serve our great Nation deserve
not only to be treated as heroes in war; they
deserve to be treated as heroe when they re-
turn home.

The men and women of the U.S. armed
services make it possible for us to debate.
Madam Speaker, let us not debate the honor
veterans deserve.

———

GLOBAL WARMING: PARTICU-
LARLY HARMFUL TO PEOPLE OF
COLOR

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
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Thursday, July 13, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a
letter that | received from the United Church of
Christ which | believe is worth our contempla-
tion because of its sincere efforts to generate
greater awareness and understanding in the
international and domestic communities dis-
proportionately affected by current environ-
mental problems.

The earth’s climate has changed over the
last century. This change has had deleterious
effects on the world community, but more so
on poor communities who have high con-
centrations of people of color. Communities of
color are burdened with poor air quality and
are twice as likely to be uninsured than
whites. Yet these communities will become
even more vulnerable to climate-change re-
lated respiratory ailments, heat-related illness
and death, and illness from insect-carried dis-
eases. A study conducted by the Congres-
sional Black Caucus substantiated his claim
by pointing out that in every single one of the
44 major metropolitan areas in the U.S.,
Blacks are more likely than Whites to be ex-
posed to higher air toxic concentrations.

Although people of color are less respon-
sible for climate change, ironically they will be
made to suffer the most from it. We should not
avoid the issue of race, class and gender
when it comes to serious discussions about
the environment. The inclusion of race, class
and gender doesn’t take us away from the
issue, but helps make the issue more com-
prehensive and complete.

The impact of climate change has not been
addressed or assessed specifically for people
of color. As we continue to seek solutions to
this ever growing and changing problem, we
must seek to ensure that the rights of all peo-
ples are met regardless of race, class or gen-
der. | enter into the RECORD this letter written
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