July 14, 2006

IMPROVING OUTCOMES OF CHIL-
DREN AFFECTED BY “METH”
ACT OF 2006

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
the Senate has passed an important
bill, Chairman GRASSLEY’s Improving
Outcomes for Children Affected by
“Meth” Act of 2006. This legislation
will reauthorize the Safe and Stable
Families Program and target $40 mil-
lion in new funding to programs to help
children affected by methamphetamine
abuse and addiction.

West Virginia, like all too many
States, is facing severe problems with a
methamphetamine epidemic. There is
by all reports a rapid spread and
growth of this pernicious addiction.
SAMSHA reports that methamphet-
amine abuse has increased more than
420 percent for persons 12 years and
older during the past decade. And ac-
cording to a well-cited National Asso-
ciation of Counties survey, the epi-
demic is no longer targeting rural
States like my own. Much to my dis-
may we are finding addicts in suburban
high schools as well as urban areas. Ad-
dicts are white and blue collar workers
and the unemployed who are in their
twenties or thirties. Use is equally di-
vided among males and females.

The legislation offered today is part
of the reauthorization for the Pro-
moting Safe and Stable Families Pro-
gram. Our child welfare system relies
on the principles and services man-
dated by Safe and Stable Families Pro-
grams. I have wholeheartedly worked
on this program since its inception in
1993. I have continued over the years to
support modifications that fit the
changing needs of the children.

It is essential that our most vulner-
able children remain safe and that they
find emergency placements and perma-
nent homes. Programs such as Foster
Care remain a foundational safeguard
for children. Children find refuge in
foster homes when they are placed in
harm’s way due to neglect or abuse.
Permanence of placement represents
an enduring goal of Safe and Stable.
This objective provides a child the
hope of living conditions that support
physical and psychological health. The
Safe and Stable Programs ultimately
assist with decisions about family re-
unification and adoption.

Of course, there remains a lot more
work to be done. Our foster care sys-
tem is overburdened. There is all too
often a lack of coordination among
agencies and services that serve chil-
dren and their families. And currently
many programs are especially stressed
by the expanding and invasive prob-
lems brought on by the next generation
of illicit drugs. Right now our children
need more help.

The goals of Improving Outcomes for
Children Affected by ‘‘Meth’” Act are
consistent with the spirit and design of
the Promoting Safe and Stable Fami-
lies Programs. This act targets the
growing problems caused by a cheaply
made, easily available, lethal drug.

The facts are, to say the least, ex-
tremely disturbing. The National Asso-
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ciation of Counties survey points to
the rise of out-of-home placements due
to methamphetamine addiction by as
much as 71 percent in California coun-
ties and 70 percent in responding Colo-
rado counties. This year in Montana,
State officials reported at least 50 per-
cent of child abuse and neglect cases
involved methamphetamine abuse. I
know that in southern West Virginia
alone there have been over 100 labora-
tory busts since October, 2005. And ac-
cording to a survey by the Rebecca
Project, over 10,000 children in the U.S.
were either present at a lab seizure or
lived where the lab was seized between
2000 and 2003. These labs produce 5
pounds of toxic waste as a result of
producing 1 pound of methamphet-
amine. There are too many children in
harm’s way.

This bill creates new competitive
grants to support regional partnerships
that provide services to children who
are affected by their caretakers’ meth-
amphetamine abuses. The bill reserves
$40 million to fund these grants.

I know that these grants are not a
cure-all, but this legislation is a firm
step in the right direction in several
ways. First, regional demonstration
projects can further identify interven-
tion models that are showing some
good results. We also are on the mark
when we encourage community health
care providers, law enforcement agen-
cies, judges, and statewide child wel-
fare agencies to form more coherent
and efficient partnerships. These
grants can target innovative preven-
tion programs that reach at-risk chil-
dren before out-of-home placements
are necessary. Finally the grants are
available for innovative family-based
programs, comprehensive long-term
treatment services, and counseling for
the children. It is good that the Senate
has passed this legislation, and we need
to work with the House to secure pas-
sage of a final bill that can be signed
into law by the President this year.

——————

PEER TO PEER: TEEN DATING
VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, a serious
and, at times, deadly form of physical
and emotional interpersonal violence is
alarmingly pervasive in our Nation
today. It transcends race, socio-eco-
nomic condition, and community size.
It is dating violence and it happens
every day in teen dating relationships.
Like domestic violence to which it is a
precursor, teen dating violence is
something our society is finally talk-
ing about openly. A major driver of
this public conversation is visual
media, specifically, television.

I am proud to say that a high school
in Eagle, ID on the leading edge of this
awareness effort. Organizers of a teen
dating violence awareness and preven-
tion summit in Boise reached out to
the Eagle High School media depart-
ment asking for its participation in the
summit. Taking up the challenge,
media instructor Jim Seaney and his
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students produced a series of public
service announcements, PSA, dealing
with the crime of teen dating violence
from the perspective of teens.

I featured one of the five segments on
my monthly live townhall meeting,
Capitol Watch, and at a national press
conference in February kicking off Na-
tional Teen Dating Violence Awareness
and Prevention Week. Well-scripted,
professionally produced, and riveting
in their directness and simplicity, each
PSA confronts the viewer with the
tragedy of teen dating violence. The
message is clear: teen dating violence
exists—and in relationships and places
you would never suspect.

Without any further acclaim, these
productions stand as a tremendous ac-
complishment. But, I am pleased to say
that they were recently selected as the
winning entry to the 2005-2006 National
Student Television Award for Excel-
lence, Hubbard Family Public Affairs/
Community Service/Public Service
Category. I offer my heartfelt con-
gratulations to Jim Seaney and his
students, Bethany Ross, Cody Bolken,
Robert O’Neal, Tommy Sauriol, Sabra

Wiitanen, John Adkins, Natalie
Volarich, Chase GronowsKki, Vianey
Conchas, Abby Sauriol, Jeremiah

Mitchell, and Jim’s daughter Aubree
who also acts in one of the segments. I
thank them for the time and effort
they took to make the crime of teen
dating violence something that fami-
lies, schools, communities and a na-
tion, talk about. These conversations
open the door to truth and healing now
and healthy, respectful relationships
for life.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

THE LIFE OF FRANK ZEIDLER

e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I join
the city of Milwaukee and the entire
State of Wisconsin in mourning the
loss of Mayor Frank Zeidler. When he
passed away on July 7, Wisconsin lost
one of its most principled and progres-
sive leaders.

Mayor Zeidler was born in 1912 in
Milwaukee, WI, and lived there
throughout his life. He grew up in the
Merrill Park mneighborhood on the
city’s west side and attended Mar-
quette University and the University of
Chicago. In addition to his long career
in public service to the city of Mil-
waukee, Zeidler read relentlessly,
loved statistics, collected fossils, and
rewrote Shakespeare.

Mayor Zeidler served in public office
for more than 20 years and is widely
known as Milwaukee’s last socialist
mayor. His career in public service
began in 1938 when he was first elected
to public office as county surveyor, and
he then went on to serve for 7 years on
the Milwaukee School Board.

Then, in 1948, he was elected to serve
as mayor of the city of Milwaukee, a
position he would hold for over a dec-
ade. When he took office, his goal was
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to act in ‘‘the public welfare’” and he
did so by presiding over Milwaukee
during a period of growth and pros-
perity.

Under Mayor Zeidler’s leadership,
Milwaukee reached new heights, as he
improved city services and led Mil-
waukee in a time of strong economic
growth. During his 12 years in office,
Mayor Zeidler presided over a period of
great development and prosperity: Mil-
waukee factories were booming, pov-
erty and crime remained low, and the
city’s population peaked at over
740,000. He also revamped and expanded
a wide array of city services.

It has been said that Mayor Zeidler
was the ‘‘opposite of a politician in it
for the money.”” In 1953, when he earned
$16,500 as the mayor of Milwaukee, he
gave $2,400 of it back to the city. By
1983, when he was 70 years old, it was
reported that he received Social Secu-
rity but did not take a pension. He also
took the bus for most of his life.

Zeidler was an expert on the history
of Milwaukee and a man of unques-
tioned personal integrity. This is what
made him one of Milwaukee’s most re-
spected political figures and local in-
stitutions. In 1985, the Greater Mil-
waukee Conference on Religion and
Urban Affairs began awarding a Frank
Zeidler Award for contributions to so-
cial concerns in the religious commu-
nity. Then, in 1995, the Milwaukee gov-
ernment office building immediately
east of City Hall was named the Frank
Zeidler Municipal Building.

Throughout his life, Mayor Zeidler
remained an active and respected mem-
ber of the Milwaukee community. Wis-
consin will always be grateful for what
he achieved, and for who he was—a
man dedicated to principle, progressive
ideas, and public service.®

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting a nomination which
was referred to the Committee on
Armed Services.

(The nomination received today is
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:47 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 9. An act to amend the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.
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MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

H.R. 9. An act to amend the Voting Rights
Act of 1965.

—————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 14, 2006, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S.J. Res. 40. An act authorizing the print-
ing and binding of a supplement to, and re-
vised edition of, Senate Procedure.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. GREGG, from the Committee on
the Budget, with an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute:

S. 3521. A bill to establish a new budget
process to create a comprehensive plan to
rein in spending, reduce the deficit, and re-
gain control of the Federal budget process
(Rept. No. 109-283).

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. BENNETT (for himself and Mr.
JOHNSON):

S. 3662. A bill to amend the Credit Repair
Organizations Act to establish a new disclo-
sure statement, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. BAYH, and Mr. PRYOR):

S. 3663. A bill to amend the Small Business
Act to increase the maximum amount for
international trade loans, to direct the Ad-
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to assign an international finance
specialist, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship.

By Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself, Mr.
KERRY, Mr. BAYH, and Mr. PRYOR):

S. 3664. A bill to amend the Small Business
Act to improve assistance after a major dis-
aster, to authorize emergency bridge loans,
bridge loan guarantees, and recovery grants,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 3665. A bill to extend temporarily the
suspension of duty on certain ceramic
knives; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. NELSON of Florida:

S. 3666. A bill to amend the Florida Na-
tional Forest Land Management Act of 2003
to authorize the conveyance of an additional
tract of National Forest System land under
that Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. FRIST (for himself, Mr. LUGAR,
Mr. INOUYE, and Mr. BROWNBACK):

S. 3667. A bill to promote nuclear non-
proliferation in North Korea; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

————

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS
The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:
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By Mr. BIDEN (for himself, Mr. ALLEN,
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. DoDD, Mr. KERRY,
and Mr. FRIST):

S. Res. 530. A resolution calling on Presi-
dent George W. Bush and other leaders at-
tending the 2006 Group of Eight (G-8) Sum-
mit in St. Petersburg, Russia, to engage in a
frank dialogue with the President of Russia
concerning actions of the Government of the
Russian Federation that appear inconsistent
with the Group’s objectives of protecting
global security, economic stability, and de-
mocracy, and for other purposes; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
BURNS, Mr. REID, Mr. BOND, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr.
PRYOR, Mr. TALENT, Ms. MIKULSKI,
Ms. SNOWE, and Ms. CANTWELL):

S. Res. 531. A resolution to urge the Presi-
dent to appoint a Presidential Special Envoy
for Sudan; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr.
ISAKSON):

S. Res. 532. A resolution encouraging the
adults of the United States to support, listen
to, and encourage children so that they may
reach their potential; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 484
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
484, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow Federal ci-
vilian and military retirees to pay
health insurance premiums on a pretax
basis and to allow a deduction for
TRICARE supplemental premiums.
S. 2354
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the names of the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. LAUTENBERG) and the
Senator from Iowa (Mr. HARKIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2354, a bill to
amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-
rity Act to reduce the coverage gap in
prescription drug coverage under part
D of such title based on savings to the
Medicare program resulting from the
negotiation of prescription drug prices.
S. 2392
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Ms. MIKULSKI) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2392, a bill to promote the em-
powerment of women in Afghanistan.
S. 2465
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the
name of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2465, a bill to amend the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 to provide
increased assistance for the prevention,
treatment, and control of tuberculosis,
and for other purposes.
S. 2491
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENzI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2491, a bill to award a Congressional
gold medal to Byron Nelson in recogni-
tion of his significant contributions to
the game of golf as a player, a teacher,
and a commentator.
S. 2592
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
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