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order to buy property within its dis-
trict boundaries that can be used for 
public educational purposes. 
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This legislation has been approved by 
the State Department and approved by 
the House International Relations 
Committee and I urge its passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of this bill, and yield 
myself 11⁄2 minutes. 

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to 
thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
for all of her efforts. I want to espe-
cially single out the hard work of my 
good friend and colleague from Texas, 
SILVESTRE REYES, for his steadfast ef-
forts to help the Clint Independent 
School District improve the quality of 
education for its students. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill seeks to cor-
rect a technical error in legislation 
which the 105th Congress passed. That 
legislation should have relinquished 
the Federal Government’s reversionary 
interest in a tract of land that is owned 
by the Clint Independent School Dis-
trict. 

Unfortunately, the wrong coordi-
nates for the land were included in the 
bill. This bill, H.R. 860, completes the 
transfer of property rights for the 
school district so that it can proceed 
with a planned sale of the land. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our col-
leagues to support H.R. 860. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the author of the bill, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. REYES). 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
good friend from New York for yielding 
me time, and my good friend from 
Florida, the gentlewoman, for her sup-
port in this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 860, a bill to provide for the 
conveyance of reversionary interests of 
the United States in certain lands in 
my district of El Paso County, Texas 
to the Clint Independent School Dis-
trict. 

The passage of H.R. 860 comes on the 
heels of an interesting footnote in our 
history. In 1940, Clint Independent 
School District received 20 acres of 
land that the United States Govern-
ment had obtained from Mexico 
through the Convention of February 1, 
1933. 

In the treaty, the two governments 
agreed to cooperate in the construction 
and maintenance of the Rio Grande 
Rectification Project, which ulti-
mately straightened and reinforced 155 
miles of river boundary flowing 
through the increasingly developed El 
Paso, Texas-Juarez, Chihuahua area. 

In addition to helping provide a more 
stable international boundary, the 
project also helped occasional flooding 
in that region. After giving the land to 
the school district, the Department of 
State retained reversionary interest in 
the parcel. In 1957 Federal statutes 
gave Clint Independent School District 

the ability to trade that piece of land 
for another, which it did, acquiring a 
separate parcel in which the United 
States had also retained reversionary 
interest. 

Today, Clint Independent School Dis-
trict still owns that one piece of land. 
Unfortunately, because the land in 
question lies outside of Clint’s bound-
aries, district regulations prevent the 
school district from developing it. 

H.R. 860 will allow Clint to sell its 
land in order to buy property within its 
own district boundaries. All proceeds 
from such a sale must and will be used 
for public educational purposes. This 
legislation has been approved by the 
State Department and reported favor-
ably by the House International Rela-
tions Committee. Of the nine school 
districts in El Paso County, Clint is 
the largest in square mileage, encom-
passing a diverse area in the fast-grow-
ing east El Paso County. 

The district itself is one of the most 
rapidly expanding in Texas, with an es-
timated student population of 9,000- 
plus, a figure that is expected to double 
within the next 5 years. 

All together, the district has 12 cam-
puses, three high schools, two middle 
schools, one junior high school and six 
elementary schools. This bill will af-
ford Clint the ability to help keep pace 
with its growth and help the district 
provide its students a high-quality edu-
cational experience. 

I would like to thank the chairman 
and ranking member of the House 
International Relations Committee, 
Mr. HYDE of Illinois and Mr. LANTOS of 
California, as well as my friend from 
New York and my friend from Florida, 
for reporting this beneficial piece of 
legislation out of their committee. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to 
thank our leader, Ms. PELOSI, and mi-
nority whip, Mr. HOYER for their sup-
port and assistance in bringing this bill 
to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on H.R. 860. 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WAMP). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 860. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2389, PLEDGE PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2005 

Mr. GINGREY (during consideration 
of H.R. 860), from the Committee on 

Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 109–577) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 920) providing for consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 2389) to amend title 28, 
United States Code, with respect to the 
jurisdiction of Federal courts over cer-
tain cases and controversies involving 
the Pledge of Allegiance, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ISRAEL’S 
MAGEN DAVID ADOM SOCIETY 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 
435) congratulating Israel’s Magen 
David Adom Society for achieving full 
membership in the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 435 

Whereas international humanitarian law 
is, quintessentially, about principle, estab-
lishing standards of conduct that can not be 
breached under any circumstance, or for any 
calculation of political efficacy or utility; 

Whereas the International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement is a worldwide insti-
tution in which all national Red Cross and 
Red Crescent societies have equal status, 
whose mission is to prevent and alleviate 
human suffering wherever it may be found, 
without discrimination; 

Whereas the Magen David Adom (Red 
Shield of David) Society is the national hu-
manitarian society in the State of Israel and 
has performed heroically, aiding all in need 
of assistance, on a purely humanitarian 
basis, without bias, even those responsible 
for acts of horrific violence against Israeli 
civilians; 

Whereas since 1949 the Magen David Adom 
Society has been refused admission into the 
International Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Federation and has been relegated to ob-
server status without a vote because it has 
used the Red Shield of David, the only such 
national organization denied membership in 
the Movement; 

Whereas the red cross symbol was intended 
as the visible expression of the neutral sta-
tus enjoyed by the medical services of the 
armed forces and the protection thus con-
ferred, and there is not, and has never been, 
any implicit religious connection in the 
cross; 

Whereas since its establishment in 1930, 
the Magen David Adom Society, because it 
does not use either a red cross or a red cres-
cent, has been prevented from full member-
ship in the International Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Federation; 

Whereas Israel acceded to the Geneva Con-
ventions in 1951 with a reservation specifying 
their intent to continue to use the Magen 
David Adom; 

Whereas international consultations 
among nations and national Red Cross Soci-
eties ensued until 1999, when the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross for-
mally called for adoption of a protocol to the 
Geneva Conventions creating a third neutral 
symbol; allowing the use of either the Red 
Cross, the Red Crescent, or the third neutral 
symbol; and allowing for the third neutral 
symbol to be used in combination with other 
national Red Cross Society symbols—includ-
ing the Magen David Adom; 

Whereas a diplomatic conference to adopt 
this proposal into the Geneva Conventions 
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