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RECOGNIZING NOLAN K. STARK 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Nolan K. Stark, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 41, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Nolan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Nolan has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Nolan K. Stark for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING THE NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-
MENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
(NAACP) 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to honor the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People— 
NAACP—for its 97 years of faithful service as 
champions of social justice on behalf of Afri-
can-Americans and for fighting for almost a 
century so that all Americans could realize 
and experience the American dream. The 
NAACP has always been comprised of dedi-
cated people who would not stand still while 
the rights of Americans of color were denied 
and they have built a legacy on ensuring that 
every single American was able to carry out 
their lives under the full protection of the law. 

From the ballot box to the classroom, the 
dedicated workers, organizers, and leaders 
who make up this tremendous organization 
and maintain its status as an immense civil 
rights organization have been continuously 
fighting on the frontlines for social and eco-
nomic justice. 

Since the foundation of this great organiza-
tion was laid down more than a century ago 
alongside the banks of the Niagara Falls, this 
movement has fought long and hard to ensure 
that the voices of African-American women 
and men would be heard. The legacy of pio-
neers such as W.E.B. DuBois, Thurgood Mar-
shall, Rosa Parks, Mary Mcleod Bethune, 
Mary White Ovington, Joel Elias Spingarn and 
Roy Wilkins, along with the hundreds of thou-

sands of nameless faces who worked tire-
lessly can not and must not be forgotten. 

The history of the NAACP is one of sacrifice 
and suffering. From bold investigations of ter-
rorist lynching, protests of mass murders, seg-
regation and discrimination, to testimony be-
fore congressional committees on the vicious 
tactics used to bar African-Americans from the 
ballot box, it was the talent, determination, and 
tenacity of NAACP members that saved lives 
and changed many negative aspects of Amer-
ican society. 

Mr. Speaker, Medgar Evers was a World 
War II veteran and a field secretary for the 
NAACP. This proud member of the NAACP 
was one of the many martyrs of the civil rights 
movement and his assassination at the hands 
of a white supremacist from Mississippi in 
1963 helped prompt President John Kennedy 
to ask Congress for a comprehensive civil- 
rights bill, which President Lyndon Johnson 
signed into law the following year. Because of 
the continuous sacrifice of NAACP leaders 
and members like Medgar Evers, America is a 
better place than it was 40 years ago and be-
cause of the continuous effort of the NAACP 
America will provide a better tomorrow for all 
of our citizens. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People—NAACP—for its 97 years of 
faithful service on behalf of African-Americans 
as champions of social justice and for its lead-
ership in the continuous struggle for civil and 
human rights for all. 

f 

MARRIAGE PROTECTION 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, once again this Republican led Congress is 
exercising an election year ploy with their at-
tempt today to demonize gay and lesbian 
Americans. H.J. Res. 88 is an attempt to write 
hate and discrimination into our Nation’s Con-
stitution and disgracefully use this House to 
advance a cynical and cruel political agenda. 
While my Republican colleagues are actively 
working to transform the Constitution into a 
document of discrimination by passing H.J. 
Res. 88, the rest of America is concerned 
about very real and serious issues that this 
Congress is ignoring. 

American families are concerned about real 
issues that affect their daily lives like the price 
of gasoline as it rises above $3 per gallon, the 
deteriorating situation in Iraq that is costing 
the American people the lives of their loved 
ones and $3 billion per week, and they are 
deeply concerned about the skyrocketing cost 
of healthcare and prescription drugs while at 
the same time insurance and drug companies 
report massive profits. The American people 

are not threatened by men and women in lov-
ing and committed relationships. They are 
threatened and at risk by a do-nothing Con-
gress that ignores the real challenges facing 
America. 

President Bush and his followers seek to 
permanently enshrine discrimination and hate 
as part of our Constitution. Nothing could be 
more disgraceful and fundamentally un-Amer-
ican. I am committed to defeat this intolerance 
and work tirelessly for equal rights, justice and 
respect for all Americans. Gay and lesbian 
Americans are citizens who must never be 
treated as second class citizens, as H.J. Res. 
88 proposes. They must be guaranteed what 
America’s founding fathers called for in the 
Declaration of Independence when they stat-
ed, ‘‘all Men are created equal, that they are 
endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness.’’ 

I urge my colleagues to reject discrimination 
and hate by voting against H.J. Res. 88. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JEFFREY AARON 
WULFF FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Jeffrey Aaron Wulff, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 395, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jeffery has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Jeffery has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jeffery Aaron Wulff for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING BENJAMIN L. HOOKS 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to honor the life, legacy, and lead-
ership of Benjamin L. Hooks. For 15 years 
Benjamin L. Hooks presided over America’s 
largest and most influential organization for Af-
rican-Americans, the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People, NAACP. 
Under his leadership, the influence of this or-
ganization was greatly enhanced, adding sev-
eral hundred thousand new members to its 
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ranks. Beginning in 1977, when he became 
executive director of the NAACP, he began 
issuing formal opinions on topics as diverse as 
the lack of Black executives in Hollywood, the 
role of the Black middle class on the improve-
ment of life in the low-income areas, and the 
1991 nomination and confirmation of Judge 
Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Benjamin L. Hooks was born in Memphis, 
TN in 1925, the fifth of seven children of Rob-
ert B. and Bessie Hooks. Although his family 
was comfortable by so-called Black standards, 
Hooks would recall wearing hand-me-down 
clothes and watching his mother stretch the 
groceries so everyone had enough to eat. 
Hooks’s parents were both hard-working 
Americans, and his grandmother was the sec-
ond Black woman in the United States to 
graduate from college—Berea College in Ken-
tucky. 

During the Second World War, Benjamin L. 
Hooks found himself in the humiliating position 
of guarding Italian prisoners of war who were 
allowed to eat in restaurants that were off lim-
its to him because he was not White. The ex-
perience helped to deepen his resolve to fight 
against all forms of discrimination in the 
United States. After his wartime service—he 
was promoted to the rank of staff sergeant— 
he would later head north to Chicago to study 
law at DePaul University. Even after putting 
his life on the line for his country, no law 
school in his native Tennessee would admit 
him simply because he was not White. 

Hooks earned his J.D. degree in 1948 and 
promptly returned to Memphis, vowing to help 
break down segregation. He passed the Ten-
nessee Bar examination and opened up his 
own law practice, confronting prejudice at 
every turn. By the late 1960s Hooks worked 
as a judge, a businessman, a lawyer, and a 
minister. Twice a month he flew to Detroit and 
preached at the Greater New Mount Moriah 
Baptist Church. Always dedicated to the civil 
rights struggle, he constantly made himself 
available to the NAACP as needed for civil 
rights protests and marches. 

On November 6, 1976, the 64-member 
board of directors of the NAACP elected 
Hooks executive director of the prominent civil 
rights organization. Dr. Hooks and his wife 
handled the NAACP’s business and helped to 
plan for its future for more than 15 years. He 
told the New York Times that a ‘‘sense of duty 
and responsibility’’ to the NAACP compelled 
him to stay in office through the 1990s. In 
February of 1992, at the age of 67, he an-
nounced his resignation from the post after 
many years of faithful and dedicated service. 
The service of this great leader will never go 
unforgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor the 
life, legacy, and leadership of Benjamin L. 
Hooks. 

f 

HONORING JEANNE SANITATE ON 
HER ACHIEVEMENTS AT THE 
VETERANS ANNUAL WHEEL-
CHAIR GAMES 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Jeanne Sanitate, a disabled Air Force 

veteran from Medford, New Jersey on her 
three gold medals and one bronze medal in 
the 26th Annual Veterans Wheelchair Games 
in Alaska. 

The 26th Annual Wheelchair Games took 
place July 3–8, 2006 and is the largest annual 
wheelchair sports event in the world. This 
event is committed to improving the quality of 
life for veterans with disabilities and fostering 
better health through sports competition. 
Jeanne Sanitate joined more than 500 people, 
both novices and experienced athletes, for a 
week of competition in more than 15 events. 
Jeanne Sanitate won her gold medals in bowl-
ing, Air-Gun Para, and table tennis. She also 
collected a bronze in softball. This was her 
first time competing in the games, and she 
competed as a Class IV in the novice division. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the accomplish-
ments of Jeanne Sanitate at the 26th Annual 
Veterans Wheelchair Games. I applaud her 
past service to this country as a veteran and 
her remarkable athletic abilities and personal 
achievements. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SEAN ALEXANDER 
BURNS-SPRUNG FOR ACHIEVING 
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Sean Alexander Burns-Sprung a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 395, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Sean has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Sean has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Sean Alexander Burns-Sprung 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

f 

CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the Caribbean American community 
in honor of the first-ever National Caribbean 
American Heritage Month. 

On June 27, 2005, the House unanimously 
adopted H. Con. Res. 71, my resolution to de-
clare June National Caribbean American Herit-
age Month. On February 14, 2006, the Senate 
followed suit, thanks to the work of Senator 
SCHUMER of New York and Arielle Goren on 
his staff. 

And let me begin by recognizing the many 
people who helped realize this 2-year bipar-
tisan, bicameral effort, because this was quite 

a feat. First, I want to recognize our colleague, 
a great leader on so many issues and espe-
cially on health care, Congresswoman DONNA 
CHRISTENSEN from the Caribbean, who has 
been tremendous in terms of bringing us to-
gether to address the issues of health dispari-
ties throughout our country and throughout the 
world. 

Also, I would like to thank the Institute of 
Caribbean Studies, especially Dr. Claire Nel-
son and her team, for joining us in this effort 
from the very beginning. 

And we must recognize our friends from the 
Caribbean diplomatic corps, who worked so 
hard to spread the word about this effort both 
at home in the Caribbean and in their embas-
sies and consulates across the country. 

There are many Members of Congress who 
supported this effort. In addition to early sup-
port from my colleagues in the Congressional 
Black Caucus and Friends of the Caribbean 
Task Force, the former chair of the Western 
Hemisphere Subcommittee, Representative 
Cass Ballenger, was the first Republican to 
endorse this bill, and his successor, Chairman 
DAN BURTON, was one of the first to help urge 
the President to issue an official proclamation. 

This was truly a bipartisan effort, with, of 
course, our chairman Mr. HYDE of the Inter-
national Relations Committee and our ranking 
member Mr. LANTOS, who lent their very 
strong support. 

And, of course, we never would have done 
any of this without our staff. First, let me com-
mend and thank my staff person Jamila 
Thompson for her leadership and for her com-
mitment to not only this issue and this bill, but 
for so many of the efforts that she mounts. 
She has roots in the Bahamas, and she un-
derstands the importance of recognizing Car-
ibbean Americans and their proper role and 
proper recognition in our country. 

Also, we had many other House staff mem-
bers—Ted Brennan, Jack Scharfen, Paul 
Oostburg, Dan Getz, Mark Walker, and Mi-
chael Layman—who worked in a bipartisan 
way to make this a reality and really to realize 
this dream for many, many people. 

The Government Reform Committee, Chair-
man TOM DAVIS, and our Ranking Member 
HENRY WAXMAN applauded the passage of this 
resolution last year and were instrumental in 
its passage. 

And, of course, in the final weeks before the 
proclamation was issued by the White House, 
a coalition was formed that was very instru-
mental in urging the White House to officially 
declare June National Caribbean-American 
Heritage Month. This coalition included Sen-
ator MEL MARTINEZ from Florida, Ambassador 
Tom Shannon, State Department’s Assistant 
Secretary for the Western Hemisphere, and 
Brian Nichols of his staff. 

And the Caribbean American community 
was very active around this effort. It could not 
have been done without them. From Glenn Jo-
seph and John Felix in Florida; to Jean Alex-
ander, Horace Morancie, and Anthony Carter 
in New York; to Shorron Levy in California and 
so many others across the country, this be-
came, quite frankly, an international grass- 
roots effort. 

So I am pleased that on June 5, the Presi-
dent responded by officially declaring June 
National Caribbean American Heritage Month. 

We have some phenomenal spokespersons 
Sheryl Lee Ralph and basketball legend Rick 
Fox, who are traveling throughout the country. 
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Sheryl Lee Ralph is a woman of Caribbean 
descent from Jamaica actually, and is a great 
actress as well. Her voice on HIV and AIDS, 
as well as promoting and spreading the word 
about Caribbean American Heritage Month, 
will be very valuable in terms of making sure 
that our entire country knows about the phe-
nomenal contributions of Caribbean Ameri-
cans. 

On a very personal level, my relationship 
with persons of Caribbean descent began with 
the late great former member of this body, the 
first African American woman elected to Con-
gress, Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm. I 
worked as a volunteer in her historic 1972 
Presidential campaign. As a woman of Barba-
dian and Guyanese descent, Congresswoman 
Chisholm never forgot her roots and connec-
tions to the Caribbean. Her work, whether it 
was fighting for equal access to education in 
the United States Congress or Haitian refu-
gees in detention camps, her commitment al-
ways stemmed from her faith and her strong 
Caribbean values. 

When the United States-Caribbean relations 
began to deteriorate over the war in Iraq, the 
coups in Haiti, and the Cuban embargo, I 
knew that we needed to go back and really 
recognize our deep and strong relations with 
the Caribbean. So we need to send a mes-
sage of goodwill to the Caribbean American 
community. 

Soon I will be introducing the Shirley Chis-
holm Caribbean Educational Exchange Act of 
2006 to provide existing and expanded edu-
cational exchanges between our country and 
the Caribbean. 

This legislation has two components: 
First it supports and expands existing pri-

mary and secondary training programs cur-
rently operating in the Caribbean. 

And second it establishes the Shirley Chis-
holm Educational Exchange program structure 
for U.S. and Caribbean high school, under-
graduate and graduate students, and profes-
sional scholars. 

I would like to close by reminding those 
here in Congress and others watching at 
home that during Caribbean-American Herit-
age Month, each of us should look to the past 
and to the future in recognizing the strong role 
of the Caribbean and the Caribbean-American 
community in United States history. 

Thank you. Mr. Speaker. This process was 
really an exercise in democracy, and I ask 
unanimous consent to insert into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD a list of organizations 
from across the country that supported this ef-
fort: 

The Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
and CARICOM Foreign Ministers included the 
following statement in their joint press release 
issued at the conclusion of the US–CARICOM 
Ministerial Meeting held in The Bahamas in 
March 2006: 

‘‘The Ministers and the Secretary of State 
welcomed the recent resolution of the U.S. 
Congress to commemorate Caribbean Amer-
ican Heritage Month in June. The resolution is 
a recognition of the deep and lasting human 
ties that bind the United States and the Carib-
bean.’’ 

This bi-partisan effort to create a National 
Caribbean-American Heritage Month is sup-

ported by Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assist-
ant Secretary General of the Organization of 
American States, the Caucus of CARICOM 
Ambassadors in Washington, DC, and the fol-
lowing organizations: 

The Institute for Caribbean Studies, DC; 
Caribbean-Central American Action, DC; Car-
ibbean American Chamber of Commerce of 
Florida, Inc.; The West Indian American Day 
Carnival Association, NY; Caribbean-American 
Cultural Association, Inc. of North America 
(CACANA), FL; Caribbean-American Center of 
New York; Conference of Heads of Caribbean 
Organizations of Central Florida; TnT Inter-
national, Inc.; The Caribbean American Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry—Greater 
Washington Area Network; South Florida Car-
ibbean Diaspora Task Force; Trinidad & To-
bago Working Women’s Committee, DC; Car-
ibbean Association of World Bank Group and 
IMP Staff, DC; Caribbean American Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Inc. (CACCI), NY; 
Global Exchange, CA; Caribbean Peoples 
International Collective, NY (CPIC); The St. 
Lucia Nationals Association; Andrea M. Ewart, 
P.C.; Dominica Academy of Arts & Sciences, 
DC; Metro Atlanta Caribbean Cultural Arts 
Centre, Inc. (MACCA); The Washington Office 
on Latin America (WOLA); The Caribbean 
Voice, NY; Northern California Caribbean 
American Heritage Month Committee; Central 
Florida’s Caribbean Sun Newspaper; The 
Guyanese Society of St. Louis; The Caribbean 
Club in Mount Vernon, NY; Caribbean Profes-
sional Networking Series, DC; Caribbean 
World Arts & Culture, Inc.; St. Kitts and Nevis 
Association of Metropolitan Washington; The 
West Indian Social Club of Hartford. Inc.; The 
Inter-American Economic Council; Sunrise 
Symphony Steelpan Corporation; Barbados 
Assoc. of Central Florida; Jamaican American 
Association of Central Florida; Grenadian- 
American Educational and Cultural Organiza-
tion of Central Florida, Inc.; Caribbean and 
Floridian Association, Inc. (CAFA); Guyanese 
American Cultural Association of Central Flor-
ida; Orlando Carnival Association, Inc.; Alli-
ance of Guyanese Expatriates of Central Flor-
ida; Caribbean Students’ Association at the 
University of Central Florida; Jamaican/Amer-
ican Partners in Education, GA; Central Flor-
ida Cricket League; Caribbean Bar Association 
(Central Florida Chapter); Antigua and Bar-
buda Association of Central Florida; Associa-
tion of Asian Cultural Festivals, Inc.; Carib-
bean Community Connection of Orlando, Inc.; 
Trinidad & Tobago Association of Central Flor-
ida; Suriname American Network; Haitian 
American Support Group of Central Florida, 
Inc.; Caribbean-Guyana Institute for Democ-
racy; The Indo-Caribbean Council, NY; The 
Haitian American Historical Society, FL; Carib-
bean American Intercultural Organization; 
Sistas-With Style, CA; Dominican American 
National Roundtable, DC; West Indian Social 
Club of Hartford, Inc.; Caribbean American 
Society of Hartford; The Ballentine Group; Ja-
maica Progressive League; St. Lucian Amer-
ican Society of Hartford; Mico Alumni Associa-
tion Inc.; Guyanese American Cultural Asso-
ciation; Connecticut Haitian American Organi-
zation, Inc.; Barbados American Society of 
Hartford; Sportsmen Athletic Club & Cricket 
Hall of Fame; Cultural Dance Troupe of the 
West Indies; Trinidad and Tobago Steel Sym-
phony; Jamaica Ex-Policeman Association of 

Connecticut; West Indian American News-
paper; Center for Urban & Caribbean Re-
search; CAYASCO, Inc.; Martin Luther King 
Jr. Soccer League; Morancie Family Reunion, 
Inc., NY; Tropical Paradise Restaurant and 
Juice Bar, NY; Jamaica Nationals Association, 
DC; Medgar Evers College, NY; Carriacou 
Charitable Health Services, Inc., NY; The Car-
ibbean World News Network, NY; The Shirley 
Chisholm Cultural Institute for Children, Inc., 
DC; Caribbean Research Center, NY; 
Montserrat Progressive Society of NY, Inc.; 
The Georgia Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month Planning Committee, GA; Ainsley Gill & 
Associates LLC, DC; SOCA Warriors United, 
NY; The Black Diaspora, NY; Sunrise Sym-
phony Steelpan Orchestra, Inc., NY; Gloria’s 
In & Out Restaurant, NY; Virgin Islands Asso-
ciation, DC; CCB International, Inc., NJ; 
TATUCA, NY; Callaloo Magazine, NY; Depart-
ment of African American Studies, Ohio Uni-
versity; Hannah’s Place International, NY; 
Guyana Folk Festival, DC; Caribbean Sun-
shine Awards, NJ; Trinidad and Tobago Busi-
ness Association, Inc., NY; RAJHUMARI Cen-
ter for Indo-Caribbean Arts & Culture, NY; 
Mauby Media Services, NY; Merrymakers Cul-
tural Association, NY; Caribbean People’s As-
sociation, NJ; Trin-American Social & Cultural 
Association, DC; Trinidadian and Tobagonians 
Inc., NY; Gasparillo Group, NY; Trinidad and 
Tobago Association of Washington, MA; Car-
ibbean Journal, NY; St. Anthony’s Spiritual 
Baptist Church, PA; Friends of the Caribbean, 
Inc., DC; The International Consortium of Car-
ibbean Professionals (ICCP); Tropicalfete.com, 
NY; St. Louis-Georgetown Sisters Cities Com-
mittee, MO; Virgin Islands Association of the 
District of Columbia (VIA); Patterson Dental 
Clinic, NJ; Barbados American Society of 
Hartford, Inc.; TransAfrica Forum, DC; Carib-
bean-African-American Hotline, Ads, News, 
Gospel & Global Events (411XCHANGE), NY; 
Belizean Information & Services International, 
NY; St. Vincent and the Grenadines Nationals 
Association of Washington, DC; eCaroh Carib-
bean Emporium, MA; Caribbean American 
Weekly (CAW), NY; Council of St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines Organizations U.S.A., Inc., 
NY; St. Vincent Benevolent Association; 
Bequia United Progressive Organization, Inc.; 
Chateaubelair Development Organization; 
Club St. Vincent, Inc.; Canouan United Social 
Organization, Inc.; Friends of the St. Vincent 
Grammar School; Girls High School Alumnae; 
Hairoun Sports Club; St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Humanitarian Organization; Mas 
Productions Unlimited; Striders Social and 
Cultural Organization; St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines Ex-Police Association; St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines Ex-Teachers Association; 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Nurses Asso-
ciation; United Vincie Cultural Group of Brook-
lyn; Concerned Americans for Racial Equality, 
NY; Benevolent Missions of Atlanta, Inc. 
(BMA); Barbados Association of Greater 
Houston; Bahamian Junkanoo Association of 
Metropolitan DC.; The National Coalition on 
Caribbean Affairs (NCOCA), MD. 

H. CON. RES. 71 COSPONSORS (81) DURING THE 109TH 
CONGRESS 

Representatives BECERRA, BERKLEY, BER-
MAN, S. BISHOP, C. BROWN, S. BROWN, 
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BORDALLO, BURTON, BUTTERFIELD, CAPUANO, 
CARSON, CHRISTENSEN, W.L. CLAY, CLYBURN, 
CONYERS, CROWLEY, CUMMINGS, D. DAVIS, J. 
DAVIS, DELAHUNT, ENGEL, FALEOMAVAEGA, 
FARR, FATTAH, FEENEY, FORD, FORTUÑO, B. 
FRANK, A. GREEN, GRIJALVA, GUTIERREZ, A. 
HASTINGS, HONDA, JACKSON-LEE, JEFFERSON, 
E.B. JOHNSON, TUBBS JONES, KAPTUR, KIL-
PATRICK, KUCINICH, KUHL, LANTOS, LEWIS, 
LOFGREN, MALONEY, MCCARTHY, MCDERMOTT, 
MCGOVERN, MCKINNEY, MCCOLLUM, MEEK, 
MEEKS, MENENDEZ, MILLENDER-MCDONALD, G. 
MOORE, NADLER, NAPOLITANO, NORTON, 
OWENS, PALLONE, PAYNE, RANGEL, RUSH, T. 
RYAN, SERRANO, D. SCOTT, SCHAKOWSKY, 
SHIMKUS, SLAUGHTER, SOLIS, B. THOMPSON, 
TOWNS, VAN HOLLEN, VELÁZQUEZ, WATERS, 
WATT, WEINER, WEXLER, WOOLSEY, WYNN 

H. RES. 570 CO-SPONSORS DURING THE 108TH 
CONGRESS (65) 

Representatives PAYNE, NEY, CHRISTENSEN, 
Ballenger, OWENS, RANGEL, SERRANO, 
HASTINGS (FL), TUBBS JONES, MCDERMOTT, 
MEEK (FL), CLYBURN, CAPUANO, WATT, LEWIS, 
A. DAVIS, B. SCOTT, S. BISHOP, B. THOMPSON, 
NORTON, EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, WATERS, 
CUMMINGS, KILPATRICK, RUSH, LOFGREN, 
TOWNS, GRIJALVA, D. SCOTT, Majette, WEINER, 
MEEKS (NY), Acevedo-Vilá, CONYERS, 
KUCINICH, WYNN, JACKSON-LEE, SWEENEY, 
BERMAN, DELAHUNT, WOOLSEY, FEENEY, 
SHIMKUS, VAN HOLLEN, ENGEL, Deutsch, WAT-
SON, Ballance, MENENDEZ, BERKLEY, JEFFER-
SON, RUPPERSBERGER, LANTOS, ISRAEL, GON-
ZALEZ, LACY CLAY, WEXLER, ROS-LEHTINEN, 
FORD, JACKSON, MILLENDER-MCDONALD, C. 
BROWN, D. MOORE. 

CARIBBEAN-AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH, 
2006—BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA—A PROCLAMATION 

During Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month, we celebrate the great contributions 
of Caribbean Americans to the fabric of our 
Nation, and we pay tribute to the common 
culture and bonds of friendship that unite 
the United States and the Caribbean coun-
tries. 

Our Nation has thrived as a country of im-
migrants, and we are more vibrant and hope-
ful because of the talent, faith, and values of 
Caribbean Americans. For centuries, Carib-
bean Americans have enriched our society 
and added to the strength of America. They 
have been leaders in government, sports, en-
tertainment, the arts, and many other fields. 

During the month of June, we also honor 
the friendship between the United States and 
the Caribbean countries. We are united by 
our common values and shared history, and 
I join all Americans in celebrating the rich 
Caribbean heritage and the many ways in 
which Caribbean Americans have helped 
shape this Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, Presi-
dent of the United States of America, by vir-
tue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim June 2006 as Caribbean- 
American Heritage Month. I encourage all 
Americans to learn more about the history 
of Caribbean Americans and their contribu-
tions to our Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirtieth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE LOUVIN 

HON. JIM COOPER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute one of the great voices in American 
music and a resident of my hometown of 
Nashville: Charlie Louvin. 

Charlie just celebrated his 79th birthday at a 
day-long celebration held at the Louvin Broth-
ers Museum in Nashville last weekend. Folks 
from around the country came to wish Charlie 
well and to thank him for his many great musi-
cal accomplishments on stage as a performer, 
and to recognize his extraordinary songwriting 
achievements. 

Charlie Louvin’s career has spanned more 
than six decades and earned him a following 
that cuts across all music genres and genera-
tions. 

Charlie Louvin was born Charlie Loudermilk 
in Alabama in 1927. Along with his older 
brother Ira, he grew up listening to the Grand 
Ole Opry on the radio at night and dreamed 
of a career on the stage of Opry. 

Changing their name to Louvin, the brothers 
made their first musical performance on July 
4th, 1940, playing background music for the 
merry-go-round at a country fair. From that 
time on, the Louvins became known for a dis-
tinctive style of harmony singing that blended 
gospel harmonies with country influences. 
They performed regularly across the South, 
particularly in Alabama and Tennessee, build-
ing a following that would earn them atten-
tion—and a recording contract—in Nashville. 

From the mid-1950s through the early 
1960s, the Louvin Brothers had over twenty 
entries on Billboard’s country chart, including 
‘‘Cash on the Barrelhead’’ and ‘‘You’re Run-
ning Wild.’’ The Louvins would achieve their 
childhood dream, invited to join the Grand Ole 
Opy in 1955. Ira Louvin would die in a tragic 
automobile accident in 1965 but Charlie would 
continue on his own to record, perform and 
win the hearts of music lovers everywhere. 

In the late 1960s and early 1970s, groups 
like The Byrds and country rocker Gram Par-
sons introduced rock fans to the Louvins’ tal-
ents, recording some of their classic songs. In 
2002, Charlie was inducted into the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and, the following year, 
artists as diverse as James Taylor, Patty 
Loveless, Merle Haggard and Dolly Parton 
joined together to pay tribute to the Louvins. 
The result was a special CD: ‘‘Livin’, Lovin’, 
Losin’: Songs of the Louvin Brothers’’ that be-
came a must-have recording for country and 
rock fans alike. Even today, Charlie is apt to 
be found on stage performing alongside the 
likes of Cake, the popular rock band he re-
cently toured with, or on stage at the Opry. 

As one of Nashville’s most highly respected 
musicians and writers, I congratulate Charlie 
Louvin on his 79th birthday—and for creating 
music that is just as relevant today as it was 
50 years ago. 

RECOGNIZING JACOB LEE 
BUEHLER FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Jacob Lee Buehler, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 395, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jacob Lee Buehler for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. JOSE R. 
CORONADO 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jose R. Coronado, Director of the 
South Texas Veterans Health Care System, 
on his coming retirement on July 21st, 2006, 
from his years of Federal service and outreach 
to the veterans of South Texas. 

Jose R. Coronado was born and raised in 
Benavides, Texas. He attended the Texas 
College of Arts and Industries at Texas A&M 
University-Kingsville, and graduated in 1957 
with a Bachelor of Science in Zoology/Chem-
istry. This was followed by a Masters of 
Science Degree in Education/Administration 
from Texas A&M University-Kingsville. He 
began his long, illustrious Federal career when 
he was selected by the Veterans Administra-
tion through a national competition to attend 
the U.S. Army-Baylor University Graduate Pro-
gram in Healthcare Administration where he 
earned his second Masters Degree in 1973. 
Mr. Coronado is also an Army veteran from 
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment where he 
served as a Battalion Operations Sergeant 
from 1953 to 1955. 

His experience in the Army led him to his 
first position with the VA as an Administrative 
Officer in the Research Department of the Vet-
erans Administration Medical Center in the 
City of Houston, Texas. This was the start of 
a long, illustrious career with the Veterans Ad-
ministration, where he is now the Director of 
the South Texas Veterans Health Care Sys-
tem in the City of San Antonio. He was re-
sponsible for a healthcare delivery system 
which has an annual budget of $404.4 million; 
three divisions, namely that of the Audie L. 
Murphy Division, the Kerrville Division, and the 
Satellite Clinic Division. The South Texas Vet-
erans Health Care System is also affiliated 
with the University of Texas Health Science 
Center in San Antonio, which enables it to 
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have an ambulatory care program with out-
patient clinics in Corpus Christi, Laredo, 
McAllen, San Antonio, and Victoria. 

In addition to his lifelong involvement in the 
medical community, Mr. Coronado was hon-
ored as a member of the Senior Executive 
Service of the United States with three Presi-
dential Rank Awards by Presidents Ronald 
Reagan, George H. Bush, and Bill Clinton. In 
addition to these prestigious awards, Mr. 
Coronado has received the Regent’s Award in 
2002 from the American College of Health 
Care Executives, the 1995 Ray E. Brown 
Award by the Association of Military Surgeons 
in the United States, and other numerous 
awards. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize the wonderful dedication of 
Jose R. Coronado to the City of San Antonio 
and to the medical community of South Texas, 
and I thank you for this time. 

f 

MARRIAGE PROTECTION 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.J. Res. 88, the Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment offered by Representative 
MARILYN MUSGRAVE. 

The resolution reads: ‘‘Marriage in the 
United States shall consist solely of the union 
of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitu-
tion, nor the constitution of any State, shall be 
construed to require that marriage or the legal 
incidents thereof be conferred upon any union 
other than the union of a man and a woman.’’ 

This resolution is identical to the resolution 
that was voted on by the House on September 
30, 2004. Although the House received a ma-
jority vote on the previous resolution, H.J. 
Res. 106, it wasn’t enough for a constitutional 
amendment. The American people are over-
whelmingly supportive of a constitutional 
amendment that will protect traditional mar-
riage between one man and one woman. In 
fact, since the vote in 2004, 16 States have 
passed State constitutional amendments to 
protect and defend traditional marriage, includ-
ing my home State of Kansas. By an over-
whelming margin of 70–30 percent, Kansans 
passed such an amendment in April 2005. 
The American people have been heard. Now 
it is time to ensure the will of the people be 
protected by passing a constitutional amend-
ment that will define marriage as the union of 
one man and one woman. With activist judges 
overruling the will of the people time and time 
again, there is no other way than to amend 
the U.S. Constitution. 

Marriage is the foundation of our society. 
The well-being and welfare of children 

should always be our focus. Children that are 
raised in a home with a married mother and 
father consistently do better in every measure 
of well-being than their peers who come from 
divorced or step-parent, single-parent, cohab-
iting homes. When there is a breakdown in the 
family or failure to form marriages becomes 
widespread, society is harmed by a whole 
host of social pathologies from increased pov-
erty, crime, mental illness, illegal drug use to 

clinical depression, and suicide. The very best 
environment for children, our most vulnerable 
members of society, should be of the utmost 
importance. I will continue to fight for children 
and families and to defend the will of the peo-
ple of the Fourth District of Kansas. 

Next month, I will celebrate my 30th anni-
versary of marriage with my beautiful bride, 
Vicki. Our marriage has been a blessing. I 
have gained even more respect for the institu-
tion over the past 3 decades and will defend 
it against attack. 

I vote in favor of protecting traditional mar-
riage between one man and one woman today 
and I encourage my colleagues to vote for 
H.J. Res. 88. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ANTHONY CHARLES 
CHANDLER FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Anthony Charles Chandler, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 270, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Anthony has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Anthony has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Anthony Charles Chandler for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

THANK YOU, CYPRUS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, every year I 
have taken the time to remember the Black 
Anniversary of the Turkish Invasion of Cyprus. 
Thirty-two years ago, in 1974, Turkish forces 
invaded northern Cyprus and seized control of 
more than one-third of the island. In 1983, 
these illegal occupiers arbitrarily declared the 
territory to be an independent state. This so- 
called ‘‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’’ 
remains to this day shunned by the inter-
national community, recognized as legitimate 
only by Turkey. 

This year, an ‘‘invasion’’ of another sort is 
taking place during this anniversary. The Re-
public of Cyprus has opened its skies, its com-
munities, and its facilities to thousands of Eu-
ropean and American evacuees fleeing the 
fighting in Lebanon. By boat, by ferry, by air-
plane these French, Italian, British, American 
and other evacuees arrive safely on Cypriot 
soil. There they find peace for the first time in 
many days as they make arrangements to re-
turn to their own homelands and family mem-
bers, anxiously awaiting their safe return. 

The Cyprus government has organized re-
ception and hospitality for all foreign nationals 
arriving at the Larnaca Port from Lebanon. 
The Cyprus government is opening up hotels, 
and providing temporary housing in schools, 
exhibition spaces and prefabricated housing 
for evacuees while they arrange the next 
stage of their journey home. I am inserting a 
July 19 ANA–MPA wire story on the hospitality 
of the Cyprus Republic for all the evacuees 
landing on their shores. 

As I see the many photos and broadcast im-
ages of evacuees from Lebanon arriving safe-
ly in Cyprus, my heart is too full to speak this 
year about the dark events of three decades 
past. I only wish to say ‘‘thank you’’ to Presi-
dent Papadopoulos and to the people of Cy-
prus, thank you for the sanctuary you are pro-
viding and serving as a critical transit point for 
these shell-shocked individuals and families. 

The island of Cyprus remains divided be-
cause of the brutality and intransigence of just 
one country, Turkey. But this anniversary the 
world has witnessed the compassionate heart 
of the only true nation of Cyprus as it has em-
braced these evacuees and helped each of 
them find their way home. 

MORE FLEE LEBANON VIA CYPRUS 
NICOSIA.—Organising the reception and 

hospitality of foreign nationals arriving in 
Larnaca from Lebanon is a coordinating 
committee set up by the Cyprus government, 
which oversees the activities of the various 
government services and other bodies in-
volved. 

There is heightened activity and traffic at 
Larnaca port as hundreds of Europeans and 
Americans arrive on boats from Beirut. 

Arrivals on Wednesday included the Nor-
wegian ship ‘‘Hual Transporter’’ with more 
than 1,100 people on board, mostly of Amer-
ican or Scandinavian origin. 

The U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Ronald 
Schlicher said that several thousand U.S. 
citizens were expected to arrive on Cyprus, 
who would stay in hotels or—if there were 
not enough beds—in schools and an exhi-
bition space equipped with tents and prefab 
housing provided by the Cyprus government. 

Thanking Nicosia, Schlicher said that the 
Cyprus Republic had offered significant as-
sistance and that this could be a good oppor-
tunity to deepen U.S.-Cyprus cooperation. 

Later on Wednesday, the Panamanian- 
flagged ship ‘‘Oriental Queen’’ is expected to 
arrive at the port in Limassol carrying an-
other 800–900 Americans, to be followed by 
the cruise ship ‘‘Serenate’’ that will left off 
passengers that were on a scheduled cruise 
to Port Said in Egypt and then depart imme-
diately without passengers. 

The Greek ferry boat ‘‘Ierapetra’’, char-
tered by the French government, set sail for 
Beirut at dawn on Wednesday to pick up an-
other 2,000-odd people, followed by the Greek 
Navy tank-landing craft ‘‘Alcyone’’ soon 
after it arrived from Greece. 

According to an announcement by the 
Greek armed forces general staff, meanwhile, 
the tank-landing craft ‘‘Ikaria’’ was expected 
to arrive in Beirut at 14:30 on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The foreigners arriving in Cyprus are 
mostly leaving from Larnaca airport, or 
staying at hotels until arrangements for 
their departure can be made. 

Meanwhile, during the U.S. State Depart-
ment briefing on the Lebanon evacuation ef-
forts, Assistant Secretary for Consular Af-
fairs Maura Harty expressed gratitude for 
help offered by the Cyprus Republic. 

‘‘We’re so grateful to them . . . Cypriots 
have met every helicopter and ship with 
sandwiches and water and juice. They’re just 
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being fantastic. Department of Defense is 
meeting planes as well for security reasons 
and for protection purposes,’’ she said. 

She also noted that the U.S. was trying to 
minimise the time spent by its citizens on 
the island and would try to coordinate the 
arrival of ships with chartered planes to take 
them home, as far as possible. 

‘‘We just want that throughput to be as ef-
ficient as it can be. So there is bottled water. 
There is a fair grounds that we have rented. 
There are some air-conditioned facilities. 
The Cypriot Civil Defense Force has been 
very helpful to us in what they have pro-
vided,’’ she added. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MASTER 
ARTIST WAN KO YEE 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Master Artist Wan Ko 
Yee, an exceptional artist whose work has 
been exhibited throughout the world. His work 
encompasses the genres of painting, callig-
raphy, literature, and sculpture. Philosophi-
cally, his paintings reflect Buddhist themes 
and the ideas of tolerance and peace between 
nations. In esthetic terms, his paintings are in-
fused with balance and an appreciation of the 
natural world. 

It is my hope that cultural diplomacy will 
begin to have enhanced value in coming years 
as a means of building understanding between 
nations. Toward this end, it is important to cre-
ate awareness of the history and culture of 
Asian communities in this country and 
throughout the world. 

In 2003, Master Artist Wan Ko Yee exhib-
ited selected works at the House of Rep-
resentatives in an exhibit that was well at-
tended and appreciated. He has been recog-
nized by the Royal Academy of Arts of the 
United Kingdom, and the Organization of 
American States. I commend Master Artist 
Wan Ko Yee on his artistic contributions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DANIELLE McCURDY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Danielle McCurdy of Blue 
Springs, Missouri. Danielle recently won the 
Comcast Leaders and Achievers Scholarship 
sponsored by Comcast and the Comcast 
Foundation. She will formally receive the 
award on July 26, 2006. 

Danielle completed a lengthy nomination 
and selection process, and was chosen from 
a field of numerous qualified candidates. 
Comcast recognized Danielle’s leadership 
skills, dedication to community service, posi-
tive attitude, and academic achievement. 

Comcast and the Comcast Foundation have 
committed a significant portion of their re-
sources toward motivating young people. In 
Danielle, Comcast found a high school student 
who will surely be a force for positive change 
in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Danielle McCurdy of Blue Springs, 

Missouri. Danielle’s commitment to excellence 
is remarkable, and I am honored to represent 
her in the United States Congress. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF JOHN EDWARD PECHMANN 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to an outstanding leader in 
Southeastern North Carolina, Mr. John Ed-
ward Pechmann. Mr. Pechmann unexpectedly 
passed away on July 15, 2006. John leaves 
behind a wife, Amy, and son, Jack, but his 
legacy and contributions will live on in the 
hearts and minds of many for generations to 
come. 

In lamenting the loss of this great man, The 
Fayetteville (NC) Observer eloquently de-
scribed John as ‘‘a Renaissance man—a tal-
ented lawyer, a fine fisherman, a skilled man-
ager, an expert antiques collector, and a de-
voted father and husband.’’ As head of the 
North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion, John dedicated his life to ensuring that 
our outdoors were enjoyed, protected, and 
sustained. Indeed, in 2001, John received the 
Governor’s Award as North Carolina’s Con-
servationist of the Year. As a lawyer, John dis-
played the integrity and honor that reflects the 
best of our judicial system. As a leader in the 
community of his beloved home and state, 
Fayetteville, North Carolina, John never saw a 
challenge too great and never met a stranger 
he did not want to help. As a father and hus-
band, John always put family first and loved 
the time he spent with his son fishing. Next 
month, there will be a fishing education center 
dedicated in his honor at Lake Rim in his 
home county of Cumberland. Although, John 
will not be there in person to rightfully receive 
the honor and praise he so deserves for his 
commitment to fish, wildlife, and the environ-
ment, the center will be a lasting memory that 
all can enjoy and strive to emulate. 

Samuel Logan Bringle, the legendary leader 
in the Salvation Army, once said some very 
important words that are reflective of the char-
acter and life of John. He said, ‘‘The final esti-
mate of a man will show that history cares not 
one iota about the title he has carried or the 
rank he has borne, but only about the quality 
of his deeds and the character of his heart.’’ 
Indeed, John Pechmann has reflected this 
through his sacrifice and commitment. 

Mr. Speaker, dedicated service to others 
combined with dynamic leadership has been 
the embodiment of John’s life. May we all use 
his wisdom, selflessness, and integrity as a 
source of inspiration and encouragement dur-
ing our walk on this earth. Indeed, may God 
bless to all of our memories the tremendous 
life and legacy of John Edward Pechmann. 

f 

MICROSOFT’S ‘‘OPEN PLATFORM 
PRINCIPLES’’ ANNOUNCEMENT 

HON. JAY INSLEE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I commend 
Microsoft’s announcement today that it will 

adopt a set of ‘‘Open Platform Principles’’ that 
will govern the development of Windows desk-
top operating systems. 

Four years ago, the Justice Department re-
jected calls to force Microsoft to remove code 
out of Windows and to reorganize its busi-
ness. Instead, the department adopted a con-
sent decree setting out basic rules to preserve 
competitive opportunities for other companies, 
while ensuring that Microsoft could continue to 
improve its products. As a result, the U.S. 
software industry is thriving with competition 
and innovation. 

The ‘‘Open Platform Principles’’ that Micro-
soft announced today give me tremendous 
confidence that innovation and competition will 
continue. The principles broaden the Depart-
ment’s consent decree and makes them a 
standard part of how Microsoft does business. 
They give every company, large and small, 
confidence that they will be treated fairly and 
can compete equally. 

In 2004, the European Commission ordered 
Microsoft to delete code out of Windows. To 
the commission’s shock, absolutely no one 
bought this substandard version of Windows. 
The commission now appears intent on ac-
tively managing how Microsoft designs Vista, 
its new platform. Microsoft’s new guiding prin-
ciples ensure that Windows will continue to be 
a great platform for innovation and competi-
tion. The fact that Microsoft adopted these 
principles voluntarily shows that it recognizes 
the important responsibilities that come with 
being an industry leader. I congratulate Micro-
soft for taking this important and forward-look-
ing step. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SOPHIA LEE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Sophia Lee of Blue Springs, Mis-
souri. Sophia recently won the Comcast Lead-
ers and Achievers Scholarship sponsored by 
Comcast and the Comcast Foundation. She 
will formally receive the award on July 26, 
2006. 

Sophia completed a lengthy nomination and 
selection process, and was chosen from a 
field of numerous qualified candidates. 
Comcast recognized Sophia’s leadership 
skills, dedication to community service, posi-
tive attitude, and academic achievement. 

Comcast and the Comcast Foundation have 
committed a significant portion of their re-
sources toward motivating young people. In 
Sophia, Comcast found a high school student 
who will surely be a force for positive change 
in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
recognizing Sophia Lee of Blue Springs, Mis-
souri. Sophia’s commitment to excellence is 
remarkable, and I am honored to represent 
her in the United States Congress. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Monday, July 17, 
2006, I missed rollcall votes Nos. 375, 376, 
and 377. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 3085, ‘‘nay’’ on H.R. 
3496, and ‘‘aye’’ on H.R. 3279. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JONATHON SOLOMON 

HON. RAÚL GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
remember and honor a great American who 
has recently passed away. 

Last week, Jonathon Solomon, a leader and 
elder of the Gwich’in Nation, passed away in 
Alaska. A lifelong advocate on behalf of his 
people, Jonathon was an inspiration to many 
and was instrumental in the fight to protect the 
birthplace of the Porcupine Caribou Herd in 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. As a Tradi-
tional Chief of Fort Yukon, Jonathon was 
raised in the traditional subsistence lifestyle, 
depending on the Porcupine Caribou herd as 
his ancestors before him had for a millennium. 
To the Gwich’in, there is no more sacred 
place than the calving grounds of the caribou 
herd upon which their way of life depends. 
Jonathon was one of the leading Gwich’in 
voices on a myriad of issues. He halted the 
construction of a dam in the 1960’s that would 
have flooded several Gwich’in villages, and 
was one of the first native leaders to work on 
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 
However, it was protecting the sacred calving 
grounds of the Porcupine Caribou Herd that 
was the most significant issue in Jonathon’s 
life. 

His work to protect the Arctic Refuge began 
in 1978, when the House was debating the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act. In 1988 when the House was considering 
oil drilling in the calving grounds in the Arctic 
Refuge, Jonathon helped organize the first 
Gwich’in Gathering. At the gathering, the 
Gwich’in Steering was created, and the first 
resolution of the Gwich’in Nation, calling for 
permanent protection of the caribou calving 
and nursery grounds as congressionally des-
ignated wilderness, was passed. In 2002, he 
and two other Gwich’in leaders were honored 
with the prestigious Goldman Environmental 
Prize for their work to protect the calving 
grounds in the Arctic Refuge. 

I had the great honor of meeting Jonathon 
during one of his many trips to Washington, 
DC, to talk with Members about the threat of 
oil drilling to the way of life of the Gwich’in 
people. Jonathon was ever an optimistic advo-
cate, dedicated to his people, and sure in his 
cause. His funeral will be today in Fort Yukon, 
Alaska, and it is my privilege to honor him this 
morning. 

RECOGNIZING TYSON R. STARK 
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF 
EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Tyson R. Stark a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 41, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Tyson has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Tyson has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Tyson R. Stark for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

HONORING SHARON DALY 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the accomplishments of Sharon 
Daly and to congratulate her on being named 
a Human Needs Hero by the Coalition on 
Human Needs. 

Sharon Daly has had a long, distinguished 
career serving the most vulnerable people in 
our society with a level of compassion and 
commitment that is unrivaled. 

After hearing from numerous women escap-
ing family violence that ineligibility for food 
stamps was a major hardship, Sharon played 
a vital role in convincing Congress that 
change was necessary, In 1980, federal law 
was changed so that women residing in bat-
tered women’s shelters and families with high 
child care expenses could receive food 
stamps. 

In addition, Sharon fought to secure benefits 
for people with disabilities and mental illness 
and played a critical role in garnering momen-
tum for enactment of the Family and Medical 
Leave Act as well as an expansion of the 
Earned Income Tax Credit and family preser-
vation/child welfare services. 

In her almost 30 years of work in Wash-
ington, DC, Sharon has worked at the Chil-
dren’s Foundation, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, the Children’s Defense 
Fund, and Catholic Charities USA. Addition-
ally, she provided expert leadership on the 
Board of the Coalition on Human Needs, in-
cluding serving as Chairwoman from 1994 to 
2000. Her career has been marked by remark-
able dedication to providing help to those in 
need. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize my 
good friend Sharon Daly for an unparalleled 
career fighting for those who may be unable to 
fight for themselves, and I urge my colleagues 
to join me in honoring her tremendous accom-
plishments. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, my train was 
delayed, and as a result, I missed three votes 
on July 17, 2006. I ask that the RECORD reflect 
that had I been able to, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 375, regarding the 
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail; ‘‘aye’’ on 
rollcall vote No. 376, regarding Federal con-
tributions to the Washington Metropolitan Area 
Transit Authority; and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 
No. 377, the Federal Judiciary Emergency 
Tolling Act. 

f 

MARRIAGE PROTECTION 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, the world 
around us is engulfed in a state of peril. Our 
soldiers in Iraq are facing increased violence, 
Israel is fighting a multi-state sponsored ter-
rorist organization, India was ravaged by a se-
ries of rail bombings last week, development 
in Afghanistan is being stifled by warlords, 
North Korea is testing the limits of its neigh-
bors with missile tests, Iran is testing the inter-
national community’s patience and defying its 
commitment to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, 
Mexico is heavily divided over its ‘‘Florida-like’’ 
uncertain presidential election, the humani-
tarian crisis in Sudan rages on. 

Here in the homeland, we struggle to pick 
up the pieces after Katrina, millions of Ameri-
cans are living in poverty, the minimum wage 
hasn’t risen in nearly 10 years, we’re short-
changing our veterans coming home from 
Iraq, families are struggling to send their kids 
to college, school districts face confusion over 
the implementation of No Child Left Behind, 
seniors face difficulties paying for their pre-
scription drugs, major cities are receiving less 
homeland security funds, and consumers are 
paying over $3 a gallon at the pump. 

How do we respond to these challenges? 
The Republican leadership says we should 
spend our time making sure that two adults 
who love each other cannot form a marriage. 
Is this why our founding fathers created the 
greatest democracy in the world—to keep 
people apart? Our country and our world de-
serve better than this. To say that the threat 
of same sex marriage is so great that it re-
quires the alteration of our Constitution to in-
clude discriminatory language is a slap in the 
face to those that have fought for equality and 
civil rights. 

We already debated gay marriage nearly 
two years ago with the Defense of Marriage 
Act. States that don’t want to honor other 
states civil unions don’t have to. 

I believe that states should have the right to 
grant same-sex marriages or offer couples the 
same legal rights as those of other couples. I 
share this position with Vice President DICK 
CHENEY. This flagrant attempt to include dis-
crimination into our Constitution is nothing but 
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election year politics and the American people 
deserve better. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHIL MOELLER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Miss MCMORRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Phil Moeller for being appointed 
and confirmed as Commissioner for the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission. He was 
confirmed by the Senate last Friday and will 
serve in this position through 2010. 

I have known Phil for over a decade and 
believe he has a unique background that will 
enable him to address the challenges and op-
portunities of our 21st century energy system. 
He is a native of Spokane, owns a farm in 
eastern Washington, and fully understands 
Northwest energy issues. Phil’s work at the 
state and federal level, as well as in the pri-
vate sector, has proven effective in his ap-
proach to solve problems but also strive to de-
velop consensus on the most challenging 
issues. 

Phil maintains the highest ethical and per-
sonal standards of achievement and conduct. 
His work ethic, combined with his in-depth 
knowledge of energy markets, hydroelectricity, 
oil and gas, transmission systems and our 
overall energy supply makes him ideal to 
serve as a Commissioner for FERC. 

Phil served as energy policy advisor to 
former U.S. Senator Slade Gorton, and most 
recently served as the Washington representa-
tive for Alliant Energy Corp. He also worked 
for nearly 10 years as the staff coordinator for 
the Washington State Senate Committee on 
Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend Phil 
Moeller for his exceptional work to protect and 
develop Northwest energy and wish him the 
best of luck as he begins his new position as 
Commissioner for FERC. 

f 

ON THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE PUBLIC LAW CENTER IN OR-
ANGE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate the Pub-
lic Law Center for its 25 years of service to 
the people of Orange County, California. 

Thousands of Orange County lower-income 
residents have benefited from the myriad of 
pro bono services that the PLC offers. The 
PLC has amassed an army of legal profes-
sionals to help our community. They hold 
community legal clinics every-other months. 
For more specific needs, they help refer cli-
ents to specialized private attorneys. 

The PLC also provides assistance to local 
community organizations, the non-profits that 
understand all the challenges that our less for-
tunate Orange County brothers and sisters 
face. What would we do if we didn’t have the 
PLC to help navigate the complicated world of 
employment contracts and housing agree-
ments? 

The PLC is there too for needy families, and 
to individuals with special needs, like people 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

I am very grateful for the Public Law Cen-
ter’s work with members of the South East 
Asian community. Our Vietnamese community 
especially requires and deserves special at-
tention, as they face legal and cultural chal-
lenges which are unique to them. 

One challenge in particular is dealing with 
the awful scourge of human trafficking. I am 
proud to call the PLC a partner—along with 
St. Anselm’s Cross Cultural Center, the cities 
of Santa Ana, Garden Grove and West-
minster, along with other community organiza-
tions—in their work with the Orange County 
Human Trafficking Coalition. The U.S. Con-
gress recently recognized the work of the Co-
alition by awarding it with a Federal law en-
forcement grant. While the Federal Govern-
ment works with local law enforcement to ar-
rest and prosecute the traffickers, the PLC 
and its partners work to provide services to 
victims. This cooperation is a model for public 
private cooperation. 

In its 25 years, the Public Law Center has 
worked on countless cases, and its service to 
our community is immeasurable. I can only 
wish its board, staff and volunteers another 25 
years of continued success and service. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘PRO-
TECTING CHILDREN’S HEALTH IN 
SCHOOLS ACT OF 2006’’ 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, helping children 
learn and be successful in life should be a pri-
ority for us. It is unfortunate the Bush adminis-
tration does not agree. This bill, the ‘‘Pro-
tecting Children’s Health in Schools Act of 
2006’’, will stop the harmful Medicaid cuts pro-
posed by the President so that disabled chil-
dren can continue receiving the medical serv-
ices they need in order to continue to learn in 
school. Without this bill, the administration’s 
actions are placing children’s health and edu-
cation in jeopardy by leaving the brunt of the 
burden on already stretched State education 
systems. 

Since 1986 Federal Medicaid policy has ex-
plicitly recognized the essential nature of the 
link between Medicaid and health care for low- 
income children whose special healthcare 
needs make management of and access to 
treatment in school settings an imperative. Re-
cent actions by the administration, however, 
including audits and proposed regulatory cuts 
in payments to schools for providing 
healthcare services in the President’s FY2007 
budget, have created an atmosphere of uncer-
tainty about the continued ability of children 
with serious and chronic health conditions to 
get the health care they need that will allow 
them to attend school in mainstream, commu-
nity settings. 

Rather than discouraging the provision of 
health care in schools, the administration 
should be providing extensive technical assist-
ance to States to optimize children’s opportu-
nities to receive needed school-based health 
care. This would enable them to learn in com-
munity educational settings instead of being 

forced to remain at home, which is fully per-
mitted under the current law. Close to 7 million 
children currently receive education and re-
lated services through school districts ranging 
from assistive technology for students with 
hearing disabilities to personal aides for stu-
dents with several developmental or physical 
disabilities. These services are determined, 
based on a student’s medical needs, to be 
necessary for the ‘‘appropriate’’ education of 
that student. 

This bill I am introducing with Representa-
tives WHITFIELD, MILLER, and many others, 
would set forward clear guidelines in the stat-
ute for providing and receiving reimbursement 
for this care, rather than put schools, families, 
and their disabled children, and States in a sit-
uation where they are uncertain whether or 
not these medically-necessary services and 
the related administrative and transportation 
costs will be covered under Medicaid. This 
legislation has the support of the American 
Association of School Administrators, the 
American Federation of Teachers, the National 
Education Association, the National Rural 
Education Advocacy Coalition, the Council of 
Great City Schools, and the National Associa-
tion of State Directors of Special Education, 
among other organizations. 

The administration’s current moves and pro-
posed budget cuts curtailing Medicaid cov-
erage and provision of health services in 
schools endanger the health and educational 
opportunities for 7 million children. This bill, in 
essence, maintains and protects current law 
coverage for children with special needs. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE OWEGO, NEW 
YORK, FIRE DEPARTMENT HOSE 
TEAMS 

HON. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to honor the Owego, New York, Fire 
Department Hose Teams for placing first and 
second at the Central New York Firematic 
Hose Races on July 16, 2006, during the 
113th Annual Central New York Firemen’s 
Convention in New York Mills, New York. 

In a superb victory, Owego’s Susquehanna 
House Company #1 secured the overall points 
title, successfully defending its title from last 
year and winning its third and final leg on the 
overall traveling trophy. Three legs are re-
quired to retire the traveling trophy. This year’s 
victory marks the second time the Owego 
team has successfully retired the trophy. Since 
the inception of firematic hose races in the 
1940’s, Owego has won 12 championships. In 
addition, Owego’s Croton Hose #3 team fin-
ished second overall. 

Team members for the Susquehanna House 
Company #1 included J.T. Fisher, Patrick 
Gavin, Tim Gavin, Danny Gavin, and Lou 
Striley. The Owego Fire Department proudly 
protects 26,000 residents, and its members 
participate on a volunteer status. Therefore, 
the winners deserve to be recognized not only 
for their excellent performance, but also for 
their outstanding service to the community as 
firefighters. 

Both teams have donated their prize money, 
a total of $350, to the Owego Fire Department 
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Training Tower Fund in memory of fallen fire-
fighter Steve Gavin, who hose raced for 
Owego teams for 34 years before his passing 
in the fall of 2003. I commend the winners for 
this noble tribute in honor of a man who gave 
so much to his family and community. 

On behalf of the entire 24th Congressional 
district, I congratulate the Owego teams for 
their achievements, and for their tireless serv-
ice to the Owego community. 

f 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

HON. MARY BONO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
commend Representatives CASTLE and 
DEGETTE for their tireless efforts on behalf of 
H.R. 810, the Stem Cell Research Enhance-
ment Act of 2005. This important legislation 
provides much needed expansion of federal 
policy while implementing stricter ethical 
guidelines for this research. 

I would be remiss in my commendation if I 
failed to mention the work of former first lady 
Nancy Reagan, who has been a true leader 
on this issue. I would like to reiterate a point 
made in one of her oft quoted statements on 
this issue, ‘‘We have lost so much time al-
ready. I just really can’t bear to lose any 
more.’’ Time is one commodity that we cannot 
create, we cannot stop and we cannot afford 
to waste. The American people have made 
clear their support for this research, and I am 
proud that Congress has acted. We have 
passed this critical stem cell legislation in both 
the House and the Senate. We are on the 
brink of moving forward in a scientific endeav-
or that has the potential to ease the pain and 
suffering of millions—to be stopped here is to 
deprive millions of hope. 

While I commend President Bush for taking 
the initiative in 2001 to provide Federal funds 
for stem cell research, I am deeply dis-
appointed with the decision to move ahead 
with this veto. Many human diseases arise 
from a defect in a single gene; muscular dys-
trophy, cystic fibrosis, and Huntington’s dis-
ease, to name a few. Embryonic research pro-
vides an unparalleled opportunity to under-
stand and perhaps correct some of the errors 
that result in these medical conditions. 

My own State of California has already 
moved ahead by establishing the Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine, which will devote $3 
billion to embryonic stem cell over the next 10 
years. As the people of California did, Con-
gress now has the opportunity to permit em-
bryonic stem cell research, which will allow 
scientists throughout the entire country to 
search for cures and to stay competitive with 
the rest of the world. 

The President’s veto today is not in line with 
the hope that he created in 2001. His leader-
ship at that time opened a critical door to 
some of the most promising research of our 
generation, and embryonic stem cell research 
will enhance and advance that vision of 
progress. I will be voting to override this veto 
and I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

BRIDGING YEARS OF TENSION 

HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, sometimes 
we get it right. When we do, it’s worth cele-
brating. 

Next week on Cape Cod, in my congres-
sional district, leaders of the Wampanoag Trib-
al Council will sit down with officials of Mash-
pee, Massachusetts, to discuss the future of 
the town—together. 

Just a few years ago, such a meeting would 
have been inconceivable. The chasm between 
the aspirations of the Wampanoags and the 
fears of other local residents resulted in a gen-
eration of ill will among neighbors. Today I 
take to the floor of the House of Representa-
tives to salute the people—all the people—of 
the Town of Mashpee for finding the higher 
road. 

As my colleagues may know, the federal 
Bureau of Indian Affairs recently granted pre-
liminary approval to the Mashpee 
Wampanoag’s petition for tribal designation. 
After a public comment period now underway, 
it is expected that the BIA will authorize full 
tribal status next spring. 

This designation has national significance 
for the tribe that originally welcomed the Pil-
grims to our shores. Closer to home, its antici-
pation could have salted old wounds. Instead, 
it has inspired new collaboration. When town 
and tribal representatives meet next week, it 
will affirm our collective respect for the quality 
of life that has long defined Cape Cod—weav-
ing diversity with common purpose. 

This is uncharted and perhaps challenging 
territory, but it is an opportunity that most 
communities never enjoy. It begins with the 
considerable financial benefits—for the Tribe, 
for the Town and our region—that accompany 
tribal status. However, the decision of the 
Town and the Tribe to embrace this oppor-
tunity will also yield a benefit less tangible but 
at least as valuable: a spirit of renewal as a 
community, in the name of all Mashpee resi-
dents and their families. 

As the following newspaper editorial out-
lines, ‘‘Federal recognition . . . is not simply 
for tribal members . . . it’s about Mashpee, 
and that can be good for all of us. It’s hard to 
contemplate a firmer foundation for . . . the 
months and years ahead.’’ 

[From the CapeNews.net] 
MASHPEE EDITORIAL: A MOST ENCOURAGING 

LETTER 
Since March 31, when the Mashpee 

Wampanoag received initial recognition as a 
federal tribe, Mashpee selectmen have been 
eager to get talks underway to find out what 
full federal acknowledgment next year will 
mean for the wider community. As weeks 
passed without any tangible response from 
the tribe, selectmen became a little impa-
tient and also a tad wary, asking why tribal 
council members seemed unwilling to talk. 
From the tribe’s standpoint, the lack of re-
sponse was more akin to: ‘‘What’s the hurry? 
We’ve waited 30 years for federal recognition. 
Be patient, talks will happen in due time.’’ 

Then, on May 10, Town Counsel Patrick 
Costello had an initial discussion with Wil-
liam McDermott, an attorney for the tribe, 
at Mr. McDermott’s West Roxbury office. A 
month passed before the next exchange. 

On June 12, Mr. Costello wrote a letter to 
Mr. McDermott laying out seven topics the 

selectmen want to discuss with the tribal 
council. Mr. Costello wrote: ‘‘I believe that, 
most, if not all, of these topics are typical 
subjects for discussion between federally rec-
ognized tribes and neighboring local govern-
ment entities.’’ 

Perhaps so, but the dominant theme was 
land. What was the tribe going to do with its 
own land in Mashpee? What were its plans 
for acquiring additional land in town? What 
role would land claims play in acquisition? 

Tribal council members have repeatedly 
said that there would be no return to the 
land suit days and that Mashpee property 
owners have nothing to fear from federal rec-
ognition. They have also promised that they 
would not bring casino gambling to Mashpee 
or anywhere else on Cape Cod. But selectmen 
believe they have a responsibility to get 
these two issues formalized. Town Manager 
Joyce Mason and the selectmen released Mr. 
Costello’s letter and we published the full 
text June 16. This public airing took Mr. 
McDermott by surprise because he said it 
was his intention to keep the initial talks 
private. 

What comes into play here is something 
that can add perhaps unintended tension: the 
very different standings of the town and the 
tribe. The Mashpee Wampanoag have both 
political and cultural leaders. They are a 
large extended family and a private corpora-
tion. Meetings of the tribal council are not 
open to non-tribal members. They don’t have 
to make their every move public. 

While selectmen can and do meet in execu-
tive session, the substance of those meetings 
is known in outline, whether it’s litigation, 
for example, or a personnel issue. But out-
side of his carefully defined framework, se-
lectmen are bound to conduct the town’s 
business in public. As political leaders, they 
also have a vested interest in the public’s 
knowing that they are acting responsibly in 
regard to the $42 million town budget and 
the approximately $5 billion worth of prop-
erty in Mashpee. Releasing Mr. Costello’s 
letter may not fit into the tribe’s more pri-
vate way of conducting business, but it lets 
Mashpee residents who are skeptical of un-
written agreements know that town officials 
are taking their fiduciary responsibilities se-
riously. If the tribe’s delay in wanting to 
open talks raised concerns at town hall, 
these must have been somewhat alleviated 
Monday with the arrival of a letter from Mr. 
McDermott to Mr. Costello. At the select-
men’s meeting Monday night, there was an 
almost palpable sense of relief at the most 
encouraging tone of Mr. McDermott’s words 
on the tribe’s behalf. 

In response to the selectmen’s seven topics 
for discussion, the tribe lists six of their 
own: affordable and stable housing; local 
public education; police and fire protection; 
healthcare; transportation infrastructure; 
and preservation and conservation of lands 
and waters. 

The encouraging and positive tone is set in 
Mr. McDermott’s first sentence. The six 
issues detailed in the letter are ones ‘‘the 
tribe believes are mutual objectives for the 
both the town and the tribe, and should be 
discussed when the two meet.’’ 

Mr. McDermott’s second sentence gets to 
the nub of selectmen’s concerns: ‘‘First, how-
ever, the tribe has asked me to reiterate, in 
response to Items 3 and 4 in your June 12 let-
ter, the tribe’s prior commitments that it 
will not conduct gaming activities in the 
Town of Mashpee or on Cape Cod, and that it 
will not make any claims to private lands or 
file suit asserting such a claim in connection 
with the tribe’s efforts to acquire lands with-
in the town.’’ 

The discussions, which can begin ‘‘any 
time during the week of July 24 that is con-
venient for the town,’’ Mr. McDermott 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:08 Jul 20, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19JY8.035 E19JYPT1yc
he

rr
y 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
64

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1458 July 19, 2006 
writes, ‘‘can lead to a mutually cooperative 
framework between the tribe and town to 
improve the quality of housing, education, 
law enforcement, fire protection, public safe-
ty, health care, transportation, and preser-
vation of lands and water in a way that will 
improve the life of all residents of Mashpee.’’ 

In essence, with these words, the Mashpee 
Wampanoag are bridging years of tension in 
a wonderfully generous and inclusive man-
ner. Federal recognition and its financial ad-
vantages is not simply for tribal members, 
they are saying, it’s about Mashpee, and that 
can be good for all of us. It’s hard to con-
template a firmer foundation for the private 
and public talks and conversations in the 
months and years ahead. 

f 

HONORING MARY AND JIM HORN 
FOR THEIR LIFETIME OF SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mary and Jim Horn for their lifetime of 
service to the city of Denton as well as the 
State of Texas. 

Ms. Mary Horn, formerly Mary Roberts, has 
had an important leadership role in both the 
government and business realms. Before she 
served as the first and only female Denton 
County Tax Assessor-Collector, she rose from 
the position of a flight attendant to become the 
Manager of Special Operations at Braniff. She 
was the first woman in that company to serve 
as an executive. From there, she moved on to 
manage her own business from 1982 to 1992, 
After serving two terms as the Denton County 
Tax Assessor-Collector, she ran and was 
overwhelmingly elected Denton County Judge. 
Again, she became the first and only woman 
thus far to serve in that capacity. 

In 1998, she was awarded the Outstanding 
Volunteer Award of the Denton County Repub-
lican Party. She was honored at the Texas 
Federation of Republican Women during their 
Tribute to Women at State Convention. In 
1999, she was nominated for the ‘‘Tax Asses-
sor-Collector of the Year’’ Award. 

Representative Jim Horn served in many 
important leadership roles. In 1969, he led the 
Aerosmith Corporation as the Executive Vice 
President. He followed this with a move to the 
role of Precinct Chairman. He then served as 
Denton County Republican Party Chairman 
and as the elected Committeeman on the 
State Republican Executive Committee. In 
1980, he became the first Republican to be 
elected county-wide to a State legislator in 
over 100 years. To top off his career, Rep-
resentative Horn was recognized for his efforts 
with the honorable ‘‘Hat’s Off’’ Award for his 
many years of loyal service to the city of Den-
ton as well as the State of Texas. 

Representative Jim Horn and his lovely wife 
Judge Mary Horn will be recognized in August 
for their many achievements with the dedica-
tion of the Mary and Jim Horn Government 
Center. Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that 
I stand here today to recognize them for their 
tireless public service. It has been a pleasure 
working with them both and representing them 
in Washington. I know that the city of Denton 
and the State of Texas would have been at a 
loss without their leadership. 

STATEMENT RECOGNIZING THE 
ACCREDITATION OF THE FIELD 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
IN CHICAGO BY THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF MUSEUMS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the recent accreditation of 
the Field Museum of Natural History in Chi-
cago by the American Association of Muse-
ums. Accreditation is awarded to less than 5 
percent of museums in the United States, and 
the Field Museum now stands among those 
few museums honored for its high professional 
standards and excellence in education and 
stewardship. Anyone who has ever been to 
the Field Museum knows than an award for 
excellence befits this well-known Chicago in-
stitution. 

Mark Twain wrote, ‘‘It is hopeless for the oc-
casional visitor to try to keep up with Chi-
cago—she outgrows his prophecies faster 
than he can make them. She is always a nov-
elty; for she is never the Chicago you saw 
when you passed through the last time.’’ 
Twain’s comment remains timeless. Chicago’s 
wonderful museums are never the same since 
the last time you walked down their halls, es-
pecially the Field Museum. 

As we speak, hundreds of thousands of ad-
vance tickets have been booked from visitors 
around the world who are waiting to experi-
ence the Field Museum’s latest exhibition, 
Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the 
Pharaohs. The Museum’s commitment to edu-
cational programs for people from all back-
grounds and educational levels, provides an 
important window to our world and an edu-
cational venue paralleled by few institutions of 
its type. The exhibits contained within the 
Field Museum elucidate remote and ancient 
cultural practices from around the world for 
others to learn. Their archaeological work has 
produced astonishing finds from the earth’s 
past. Current groundbreaking work in avian 
genetics may expose important information 
that will help address an avian flu pandemic. 
Beyond traditional museum activities, the Field 
Museum, in collaboration with the Chicago 
Cultural Alliance, contributes to Chicago cul-
tural life in many ways. Together the Alliance 
is developing an innovative program that tar-
gets at-risk youth by engaging them in arts 
workshops that allows them to address issues 
of identity, conflict resolution, and their herit-
age. These are but a few of the ways the 
Field Museum enriches all of our lives through 
discovery, education, and community out-
reach. 

Museum staffs go to great lengths to consult 
State educational curricula and guidelines 
when designing exhibits, thereby further en-
hancing the quality and relevance of the mu-
seum experience. Each year, we spend over 
$1 billion to create and stage educational ex-
hibits and special programs. The men and 
women of the Field Museum are to be com-
mended for their dedication to stewardship, 
rigorous research, and the creative edu-
cational ways they reach out to the community 
to feed people’s curiosity and wonder for the 
world in which we live. Just as the American 
Association of Museums recognized the Field 

Museum of Natural History with accreditation, 
today I also want to celebrate and congratu-
late those responsible for the amazing work 
that transpires within and outside its halls. 

f 

ALTERNATIVE PLURIPOTENT 
STEM CELL THERAPIES EN-
HANCEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, the issue of gov-
ernment funding of embryonic stem cell re-
search is one of the most divisive issues fac-
ing the country. While I sympathize with those 
who see embryonic stem cell research as pro-
viding a path to a cure for the dreadful dis-
eases that have stricken so many Americans, 
I strongly object to forcing those Americans 
who believe embryonic stem cell research is 
immoral to subsidize such research with their 
tax dollars. 

The main question that should concern Con-
gress today is does the United States Govern-
ment have the constitutional authority to fund 
any form of stem cell research. The clear an-
swer to that question is no. A proper constitu-
tional position would reject federal funding for 
stem cell research, while allowing the indi-
vidual states and private citizens to decide 
whether to permit, ban, or fund this research. 
Therefore, I will vote to uphold President 
Bush’s expected veto of H.R. 810. 

Unfortunately, many opponents of embry-
onic stem cell research are disregarding the 
Constitution by supporting S. 2754, an ‘‘ac-
ceptable’’ alternative that funds non-embryonic 
stem cell research. While this approach is 
much less objectionable than funding embry-
onic stem cell research, it is still unconstitu-
tional. Therefore, I must also oppose S. 2754. 

Federal funding of medical research guaran-
tees the politicization of decisions about what 
types of research for what diseases will be 
funded. Thus, scarce resources will be allo-
cated according to who has the most effective 
lobby rather than allocated on the basis of 
need or even likely success. Federal funding 
will also cause researchers to neglect potential 
treatments and cures that do not qualify for 
federal funds. 

In order to promote private medical re-
search, I have introduced the Cures Can Be 
Found Act (H.R. 3444). H.R. 3444 promotes 
medical research by providing a tax credit for 
investments and donations to promote adult 
and umbilical cord blood stem cell research 
and providing a $2,000 tax credit to new par-
ents for the donation of umbilical cord blood 
from which to extract stem cells. The Cures 
Can Be Found Act will ensure greater re-
sources are devoted to this valuable research. 
The tax credit for donations of umbilical cord 
blood will ensure that medical science has a 
continuous supply of stem cells. Thus, this bill 
will help scientists discover new cures using 
stem cells and, hopefully, make routine the 
use of stem cells to treat formerly incurable 
diseases. 

H.R. 3444 will benefit companies like Prime 
Cell, which is making great progress in trans-
forming non-embryonic stem cells into any cell 
type in the body. Prime Cell is already talking 
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to health care practitioners about putting its 
findings to use to help cure diseases. 

Companies like Prime Cell are continuing 
the great American tradition of private medical 
research that is responsible for many medical 
breakthroughs. For example, Jonas Salk, dis-
coverer of the polio vaccine, did not receive 
one dollar from the federal government for his 
efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no question that forc-
ing taxpayers to subsidize embryonic stem cell 
research violates basic constitutional prin-
ciples. However, S. 2754 also exceeds 
Congress’s constitutional authority and may 
even retard effective adult stem cell research. 
Therefore, I urge my colleagues to vote 
against S. 2754 and vote to uphold President 
Bush’s veto of H.R. 810. Instead, I urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 3444, the Cures 
Can Be Found Act. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR REPRESENTATIVE 
MOLLOHAN 

HON. JOEL HEFLEY 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, there is enough 
blame to go around. The minority leadership 
of the House has politicized the ethics process 
for partisan political gain. Likewise, the major-
ity party has tried to take control of the ethics 
process again for partisan reasons. 

I have been encouraged recently that the 
House Ethics Committee is again taking action 
in investigative matters. I am disappointed, 
however, that Representative ALAN MOLLOHAN 
(D–WV), the former ranking minority member, 
is being given blame by some for inactivity of 
the committee over the last 16 months. 

If I put myself in Representative MOLLOHAN’s 
position, I am not sure I would have acted any 
differently. The House Ethics Committee is the 
only House committee that has an even num-
ber of Republicans and Democrats. Due to the 
nature of the committee and the important 
work it conducts, all committee activity should 
be conducted on a bipartisan basis. 

As I review the events at the start of the 
109th Congress, it leads me to the conclusion 
that several important actions were conducted 
by the majority without consulting the minority. 
These partisan actions were contrary to the 
nature and spirit of the way business has 
been, and should be, conducted by the Ethics 
Committee. If I had been the ranking member 
of the Ethics Committee and the majority party 
had arbitrarily and unilaterally changed the 
rules I would have had an obligation to react, 
just as Representative MOLLOHAN did. If I had 
been the ranking member and the majority 
party unilaterally fired the senior committee 
staff in contradiction to rules which say both 
the majority and minority must agree, I would 
have had to react, just as Representative 
MOLLOHAN did. If I had been the ranking mem-
ber and the majority party tried to put a par-
tisan chief of staff in as the staff director for 
the Ethics Committee in contradiction to the 
standards of a nonpartisan staff I would have 
had to react, just as Representative MOLLOHAN 
did. 

In other words, I feel Representative MOL-
LOHAN did exactly what was expected of him 
as the ranking minority member when the bi-

partisan nature of the ethics process was uni-
laterally challenged by the majority. He had 
the courage to stand up to partisan actions 
when he should have. 

My experience with Representative MOL-
LOHAN when we served together on the Ethics 
Committee during the 108th Congress is that 
he was completely nonpartisan and that he 
would absolutely take no instructions from his 
leadership on the conduct of the Ethics Com-
mittee. That was my philosophy as well, and 
should be the stance of all who serve on this 
important committee. 

Representative MOLLOHAN has recently 
been dealing with some other issues that I 
know nothing about and won’t speak to, but as 
the committee chairman I couldn’t have asked 
for a more thoughtful and considerate ranking 
member to work with. 

His successor as ranking minority member 
on the Ethics Committee, Representative 
HOWARD BERMAN (D–CA), is an excellent 
choice. I have also worked with Representa-
tive BERMAN on the committee and I have the 
highest respect for him. 

In conclusion, it is apparent to me that the 
leadership of both parties have forgotten the 
importance of a bipartisan ethics process in 
the House. The Ethics Committee proved dur-
ing the 108th Congress that, working in a bi-
partisan manner, it could handle politically 
sensitive and difficult cases. 

Both parties need to return to a bipartisan 
Ethics Committee and bipartisan ethics proc-
ess or the House as a whole will continue to 
suffer. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE TEACHER 
CENTER ACT OF 2006 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased today to introduce the Teacher Center 
Act of 2006. 

First and foremost, I want to thank our 
teachers for their dedication and commitment 
to taking on all of the demands of their profes-
sion. We ask them to perform miracles every 
day in our underfunded and overcrowded sys-
tem. And we owe it to them and to their stu-
dents to provide more than rhetoric about our 
commitment to supporting teachers and help-
ing them succeed. 

Teacher quality is the number one in-school 
influence on student achievement. Congress 
recognized this when we passed the No Child 
Left Behind law and we’ve come a long way 
in making sure that every child is taught by a 
highly qualified teacher. In NCLB we also took 
a major step forward in improving professional 
development opportunities for our Nation’s 
teachers. We moved away from 1-day work-
shops that were not connected to the cur-
riculum and, instead, provided resources to 
help States and local school districts develop 
programs that provide continuous, high-quality 
professional development. This was—and is— 
essential to meeting the Nation’s goal of high 
standards of learning for every child. 

Now we have a responsibility to go to the 
next step, building on innovative models of dy-
namic professional development. Teachers tell 
us that in order to better meet the learning 

needs of students, particularly those with the 
greatest needs, it is essential that we support 
teachers in honing their instructional skills and 
techniques with a full repertoire of research- 
based, proven strategies. We need to pay 
heed to their call. 

The Teacher Center Act of 2006 builds on 
NCLB by assisting teachers in helping stu-
dents meet high academic standards. Teacher 
Centers align professional development with 
state standards and district curricula and in-
corporate research about proven classroom 
strategies—all while meeting high levels of 
rigor and expertise in both the design and de-
livery of services. 

Teacher Centers employ a strategy in which 
professional development is made available 
‘‘for teachers, of teachers, and by teachers.’’ 
Teachers’ voices drive and design the serv-
ices, which are delivered by expert, practicing 
teachers and other experts. Teacher Centers 
provide teachers with opportunities to take 
charge of their own professional growth and 
take a lead in the decision-making and imple-
mentation of staff development programs 
based on their needs. 

One of the most exciting elements of Teach-
er Centers is the focus on data-driven instruc-
tion in which test results and other indicators 
of student need are used to drive classroom 
instruction and strategies. While Teacher Cen-
ters give priority focus to literacy and math, 
they also highlight other essential areas of the 
curriculum including science, social studies, 
art, music, foreign languages, health, and 
physical education. Interdisciplinary ap-
proaches to instruction are another example of 
the type of innovative approaches to profes-
sional development that the Teacher Centers 
provide. 

Teacher Centers also help to bridge the gap 
between groups of students by promoting the 
effective use of technology to support instruc-
tion. Technology is changing at lightning 
speed and Teacher Centers are particularly 
helpful to teachers by helping them learn to 
use technology effectively in their classrooms. 

Finally, as we move forward in efforts to en-
sure that all students receive a high-quality 
education, we must pay particular attention to 
the needs of English language learners, stu-
dents with disabilities, recently arrived stu-
dents from foreign countries, and other stu-
dents with special needs. Teacher Centers 
provide a great opportunity for teachers of 
these students who have developed effective 
strategies for helping these students improve 
their academic achievement to share what 
they have learned with their peers. 

The Teacher Center Act of 2006 is a posi-
tive and important step in strengthening the 
teaching profession and in strengthening our 
schools. I look forward to achieving the vision 
of a better school system for all of our chil-
dren. 

f 

MARRIAGE PROTECTION 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, while I oppose fed-
eral efforts to redefine marriage as something 
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other than a union between one man and one 
woman, I do not believe a constitutional 
amendment is either a necessary or proper 
way to defend marriage. 

While marriage is licensed and otherwise 
regulated by the states, government did not 
create the institution of marriage. In fact, the 
institution of marriage most likely pre-dates the 
institution of government! Government regula-
tion of marriage is based on state recognition 
of the practices and customs formulated by 
private individuals interacting in civil society. 
Many people associate their wedding day with 
completing the rituals and other requirements 
of their faith, thus being joined in the eyes of 
their church and their creator, not with receiv-
ing their marriage license, thus being joined in 
the eyes of the state. 

If I were in Congress in 1996, I would have 
voted for the Defense of Marriage Act, which 
used Congress’s constitutional authority to de-
fine what official state documents other states 
have to recognize under the Full Faith and 
Credit Clause, to ensure that no state would 
be forced to recognize a ‘‘same sex’’ marriage 
license issued in another state. This Con-
gress, I am an original cosponsor of the Mar-
riage Protection Act, H.R. 1100, that removes 
challenges to the Defense of Marriage Act 
from federal courts’ jurisdiction. If I were a 
member of the Texas legislature, I would do 
all I could to oppose any attempt by rogue 
judges to impose a new definition of marriage 
on the people of my state. 

Having studied this issue and consulted with 
leading legal scholars, including an attorney 
who helped defend the Boy Scouts against at-
tempts to force the organization to allow gay 
men to serve as scoutmasters, I am convinced 
that both the Defense of Marriage Act and the 
Marriage Protection Act can survive legal chal-
lenges and ensure that no state is forced by 
a federal court’s or another state’s actions to 
recognize same sex marriage. Therefore, 
while I am sympathetic to those who feel only 
a constitutional amendment will sufficiently ad-
dress this issue, I respectfully disagree. I also 
am concerned that the proposed amendment, 
by telling the individual states how their state 
constitutions are to be interpreted, is a major 
usurpation of the states’ power. The division of 
power between the federal government and 
the states is one of the virtues of the Amer-
ican political system. Altering that balance en-
dangers self-government and individual liberty. 
However, if federal judges wrongly interfere 
and attempt to compel a state to recognize the 
marriage licenses of another state, that would 
be the proper time for me to consider new leg-
islative or constitutional approaches. 

Conservatives in particular should be leery 
of anything that increases federal power, since 
centralized government power is traditionally 
the enemy of conservative values. I agree with 
the assessment of former Congressman Bob 
Barr, who authored the Defense of Marriage 
Act: 

‘‘The very fact that the FMA [Federal Mar-
riage Amendment] was introduced said that 
conservatives believed it was okay to amend 
the Constitution to take power from the 
states and give it to Washington. That is 
hardly a basic principle of conservatism as 
we used to know it. It is entirely likely the 
left will boomerang that assertion into a fu-
ture proposed amendment that would weak-
en gun rights or mandate income redistribu-
tion.’’ 

Passing a constitutional amendment is a 
long, drawn-out process. The fact that the 

marriage amendment already failed to gather 
the necessary two-thirds support in the Senate 
means that, even if two-thirds of House mem-
bers support the amendment, it will not be 
sent to states for ratification this year. Even if 
the amendment gathers the necessary two- 
thirds support in both houses of Congress, it 
still must go through the time-consuming proc-
ess of state ratification. This process requires 
three-quarters of the state legislatures to ap-
prove the amendment before it can become 
effective. Those who believe that immediate 
action to protect the traditional definition of 
marriage is necessary should consider that the 
Equal Rights Amendment easily passed both 
houses of Congress and was quickly ratified 
by a number of states. Yet, that amendment 
remains unratified today. Proponents of this 
marriage amendment should also consider 
that efforts to amend the Constitution to ad-
dress flag burning and require the federal gov-
ernment to balance the budget have been on-
going for years, without any success. 

Ironically, liberal social engineers who wish 
to use federal government power to redefine 
marriage will be able to point to the constitu-
tional marriage amendment as proof that the 
definition of marriage is indeed a federal mat-
ter! I am unwilling either to cede to federal 
courts the authority to redefine marriage, or to 
deny a state’s ability to preserve the traditional 
definition of marriage. Instead, I believe it is 
time for Congress and state legislatures to re-
assert their authority by refusing to enforce ju-
dicial usurpations of power. 

In contrast to a constitutional amendment, 
the Marriage Protection Act requires only a 
majority vote of both houses of Congress and 
the President’s signature to become law. The 
bill already has passed the House of Rep-
resentatives; at least 51 Senators would vote 
for it; and the President would sign this legis-
lation given his commitment to protecting the 
traditional definition of marriage. Therefore, 
those who believe Congress needs to take im-
mediate action to protect marriage this year 
should focus on passing the Marriage Protec-
tion Act. 

Because of the dangers to liberty and tradi-
tional values posed by the unexpected con-
sequences of amending the Constitution to 
strip power from the states and the people 
and further empower Washington, I cannot in 
good conscience support the marriage amend-
ment to the United States Constitution. In-
stead, I plan to continue working to enact the 
Marriage Protection Act and protect each 
state’s right not to be forced to recognize a 
same-sex marriage. 

f 

THE ONGOING BATTLE AGAINST 
SLAVERY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
praise the traveling exhibition created by the 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Cul-
ture, a branch organization of the New York 
Public Library, in conjunction with the 
UNESCO Slave Route Project to mark the 
United Nation’s General Assembly’s resolution 
proclaiming 2004 as the International Year to 
Commemorate the Struggle against Slavery 

and its Abolition. To reach a wider audience 
the Schomburg Center has created versions in 
French, Portuguese, Spanish, as well as in 
English. The online version of the exhibition is 
available on the Schomburg Center website. 
(http://www.nypl.org/research/ sc/sc.html) 

The exhibition, titled Lest We Forget: The 
Triumph Over Slavery, is a celebration of the 
extraordinary human capacity to overcome op-
pression and injustice. Its tour through Africa, 
the Caribbean, Central and South America 
and Europe, is a reminder of a heritage that 
binds people of all races and color, across na-
tional and religious boundaries. 

Lest We Forget shows us the images of 
downtrodden degraded people who were 
stripped of their humanity and culture who 
were forced to live their lives as mindless, 
agendaless pawns in vicious, all-powerful sys-
tems of human degradation. The transatlantic 
slave trade was brutal, vicious, denigrating 
and horrific. It is a representation of one of the 
most consistent assaults on human dignity 
and self-worth in the history of mankind. 

We see a different kind of slavery today. 
Guest-workers, lured from third world coun-
tries with false promises, are forced to work in 
hazardous work conditions with very little 
wages in countries where oftentimes they do 
not even speak the language. They have vir-
tually no rights as foreign workers and are 
sometimes forbidden by law to form unions. 
These modern-day slaves have no recourse 
but to follow the directives of their employers 
to exploit their helplessness. The United Na-
tions defines an enslaved person as one 
whose movement and decision-making abili-
ties are curtailed so that he/she does not have 
the ability to choose his employer. With this in 
mind, it is doubly important for us to recall the 
brutal reality of slavery and systematic deg-
radation of human dignity; and take action in 
order to eliminate this modern-day slavery. 

I commend the Schomburg Center for cre-
ating this remarkable presentation, and the 
UNESCO for making it accessible across the 
globe. Their cooperation and collaboration has 
made the exhibition a resounding success, 
and I hope to see this cooperation repeated 
and expanded in finding the resolution to the 
problem of slavery in today’s world. 

TRAVELING WITH A GLOBAL APPEAL 
To mark the United Nations International 

Year to Commemorate the Struggle Against 
Slavery and its Abolition in 2004. UNESCO 
commissioned the Schomburg Center to cre-
ate a traveling version of its exhibition Lest 
We Forget: The Triumph Over Slavery. The 
exhibition highlighted the extraordinary ca-
pacity of human beings to confront and tran-
scend oppression, and to overcome state- 
sanctioned injustice. 

The traveling version of Lest We Forget 
has toured in Africa, the Caribbean, Central 
and South America, and Europe. Travelling 
to countries such as Cameroon, South Afri-
ca, Cape Verde, Mali, Mozambique, Guinea 
Bissau, Senegal, The Bahamas, Dominican 
Republic, Jamaica, Brazil, Sweden, France, 
Finland, and Norway. To help ensure that 
the exhibition did indeed reach a wider audi-
ence the Schomburg created versions in 
English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish. 

Just as Lest We Forget tells a portion of 
the story about people of the African Dias-
pora, so too does In Motion: The African- 
American Migration Experience, which origi-
nally opened at the Schomburg Center in 
February 2005. In Motion traces 13 different 
migration patterns of African Americans 
over 500 years. As part of the Schomburg 
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Center’s ever-expanding Traveling Exhi-
bition Program, In Motion opened at the 
Lyric Theater in the historic ‘‘Overtown’’ 
district of Miami, Florida at the beginning 
of Black History Month. 

Miami Mayor Manny Diaz opened the exhi-
bition with a reception and Schomburg Cen-
ter Chief Howard Dodson was on hand for the 
unveiling. The exhibition’s Miami host Dr. 
Dorothy Fields, Founder of the Black Ar-
chives, History and Research Foundation of 
South Florida, Inc, knew In Motion would be 
perfect for her city. ‘‘Miami is a city of 
many people from so many different coun-
tries. As soon as you walk in the information 
about the Haitian migration experience is 
right there, strategically in the center [of 
the theater],’’ said Dr. Fields. ‘‘In Motion: 
The African-American Migration Experience 
explains that we are all different branches of 
the same tree.’’ 

To guarantee that the exhibition would 
have a lasting effect, Dr. Fields and her col-
leagues signed a contract with the county to 
do a Black History bus tour, which began at 
the Lyric Theater, this resulted in more 
than 9,000 visitors in one month. And they 
even devoted the entire month of May to 
bring school children to see and learn from 
the exhibition, and offered two days of teach-
er workshops with In Motion Project Con-
tent Manager Sylviane Diouf, so that edu-
cators could prepare their students for the 
experience ahead of time. 

In Motion is set to run at the Lyric The-
ater until the end of May, Miami’s Haitian 
American Month, but Dr. Fields has con-
firmed that her organization has plans to ex-
pand on In Motion, by providing the 
Schomburg Center with primary sources on 
the African Diaspora in Miami to develop an-
other exhibition. 

With traveling exhibitions like Lest We 
Forget and In Motion, the resources of the 
Schomburg Center reach far beyond its 
structure to educate and inspire scores of 
people around the world. 

Traveling dates: Lest We Forget 
When: May 19–July 19, 2006. 
Where: Esmeraldas International Center 

for Afro-Amerindian Cultural Diversity and 
Human Development, Esmeraldas, Ecuador. 

Organizer: UNESCO Quito’s Office. 
In Motion: The African-American Migra-

tion Experience 
When: October 2, 2006–March 9, 2007. 
Where: National Heritage Museum, 33 

Marrett Road, Lexington, MA 02421 
For more information about the Traveling 

Exhibition Program, please visit 
www.schomburgcenter.org, or contact Mei 
TeiSing Smith at msmith@nypl.org, or by 
calling (212) 491–2204. 

f 

ACKNOWLEDGING THE OUT-
STANDING PUBLIC SERVICE OF 
HESTER HILL 

HON. JOHN TANNER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a very distinguished volunteer from 
Tennessee, who was awarded this year’s na-
tional Humanitarian of the Year award. I want 
to congratulate and thank Hester Hill, who has 
given so much time and effort for a very valu-
able public service program called Angel 
Flight. 

Angel Flight South Central began in 1991, 
assisting medical patients and their family 
members with air transportation they could not 

otherwise get. It specializes in offering free 
non-emergency travel for those in need, and 
the shipment of blood and organs for medical 
procedures. The travel is provided by volun-
teers like Mrs. Hill and pilots who offer their 
time and aircraft at no cost. Last year alone, 
Angel Flight South Central flew more than 
3,000 medical missions at no charge to its 
carriers. In the weeks following Hurricane 
Katrina, the rescue group flew hundreds of 
missions, reuniting people with their loved 
ones. 

Mr. Speaker, Hester Hill has given so much 
of her time and skill to help others when they 
need it most. I hope you and our colleagues 
will join me in honoring Hester Hill for the pas-
sionate and dedicated service she has pro-
vided to others and congratulate her on this 
prestigious award she has earned. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO EMILIA 
GUENECHEA 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Emilia Guenechea for her outstanding 
efforts to bring awareness to minorities and 
the underprivileged in Las Vegas. 

Over the past ten years, Emilia has served 
in various positions in her quest to create and 
implement plans for healthy communities, and 
she has participated in a variety of programs 
to assist members of the Hispanic community 
in Las Vegas. Emilia served as the Woman to 
Woman Program Coordinator for the YMCA 
and SAFE HOUSE Shelter, providing a sup-
port system for Hispanic women. She also 
served as the Salud in Acción Program Coor-
dinator, where she was responsible for the 
planning and coordination of all media produc-
tion associated with the cancer prevention pro-
gram for Hispanic women. In addition, Emilia 
has dedicated two years to the National Can-
cer Institute’s Cancer Information Service Part-
nership Program as Coordinator for the North-
west Region, where she conducted a com-
prehensive study to identify gaps in cancer in-
formation and education services in order to 
identify, implement, and maintain partnerships 
with organizations to serve the underprivi-
leged. 

In addition to her outstanding work with the 
Hispanic community, Emilia has a very im-
pressive academic record. She received her 
first Master’s degree in Clinical Psychology at 
the Iberoamericana University in Mexico, and 
her second Master’s degree in Counseling 
from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

Emilia is currently the Nevada Cancer Insti-
tute’s Multicultural Community Outreach and 
Education Production Manager, a position she 
has enjoyed since October of 2005. In her 
role, she develops and implements programs 
to increase awareness, education, and early 
detection of chronic diseases. Emilia’s main 
goals are to increase the screening numbers 
of breast, cervical, colorectal, and prostate 
cancers, and to increase the participation in 
clinical trials within multicultural communities. 
Emilia’s hard work is leading to progress in 
these often difficult and culturally sensitive 
tasks. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Emilia 
Guenechea. Her dedication to creating health 

awareness has greatly impacted the diverse 
communities of Las Vegas. She is truly a re-
markable woman who should serve as an in-
spiration and a roll model for us all. I com-
mend her efforts and wish her the best in fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

FANNIE LOU HAMER, ROSA 
PARKS, AND CORETTA SCOTT 
KING VOTING RIGHTS ACT REAU-
THORIZATION AND AMENDMENTS 
ACT OF 2006 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 13, 2006 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Chairman, nearly 
150 years ago, after a long and bloody civil 
war, our Nation recognized that minorities 
should have the right to participate as full citi-
zens in our democracy. Unfortunately, granting 
a right in the constitution and enforcing that 
right throughout America are two different 
challenges, and 100 years later, minorities still 
have trouble casting a ballot in some parts of 
the country. In 1965, Congress passed the 
Voting Rights Act to put an end to the racially 
discriminatory voting practices plaguing the 
South, and other parts of the country. Now 40 
years have gone by, and some of my col-
leagues might tell you that we don’t need the 
Voting Rights Act anymore, that we’ve fixed 
the problems, and that every adult citizen in 
this country has the same opportunity to cast 
his or her ballot. 

While I truly wish that were the case, I’m 
here to tell you that racially discriminatory vot-
ing practices are still alive and well in many 
parts of the United States. For a clear exam-
ple of why the Voting Rights Act remains rel-
evant and necessary, take a look at Robert 
Kennedy Jr.’s exhaustively researched article 
which just ran in Rolling Stone Magazine—I 
ask unanimous consent to insert a copy of the 
article into the record. In his article, Robert 
Kennedy, Jr. lays out a clear pattern of voting 
irregularities in Ohio in 2004, many of which 
disenfranchised African American voters in 
particular. Together, these irregularities may 
have even played a part in the outcome of the 
election. 

Mr. Chairman, from Buffalo to Rochester, 
my district is home to some of the most signifi-
cant moments in the history of the civil rights 
movement. In 1847, abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass began circulating the North Star in 
Rochester, New York. The paper won acclaim 
from the local printer’s union, gave Mr. Doug-
lass a platform to spread his message of civil 
rights, and demonstrated the successes pos-
sible for free African Americans. In July 1905, 
the Niagara Movement held a meeting in Buf-
falo during which W.E.B. DuBois authored the 
Declaration of Principles. This document 
would later become the basis of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, our Nation’s most prominent civil 
rights organization. 

I am proud to represent a district with such 
a rich history in civil rights, and am fully com-
mittee to ensuring that the protections that 
courageous activists from Buffalo and Roch-
ester worked so hard to achieve are dimin-
ished. 
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North Star bore the motto, ‘‘Right is of no 

sex—Truth is of no color—God is the Father 
of us all, and we are all Brethren.’’ I hope that 
motto will guide my colleagues as we consider 
legislation to reauthorize the Voting Rights 
Act. Our democracy relies upon the ideal that 
everyone has an equal voice in each election, 
and the Voting Rights Act has been a vital 
component in ensuring that this ideal is en-
forced. Our Nation has come a long way in 
protecting the voting rights of minorities, but 
we still have a long way to go. 

To weaken the Voting Rights Act would 
weaken our democracy itself, and everything 
we stand for as Americans. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, on July 18, 
2006, due to illness, I missed 3 recorded 
votes. I take my voting responsibility very seri-
ously, and had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘yes’’ on recorded vote No. 379; ‘‘no’’ 
on recorded vote No. 380; ‘‘yes’’ on recorded 
vote No. 381. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JIM BURKE 

HON. WILLIAM M. THOMAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with 
my colleague Mr. Costa to honor the life of our 
friend, Jim Burke, a Bakersfield community 
leader, philanthropist, and businessman, who 
passed away on Monday, July 17, 2006. In 
Bakersfield, the name Jim Burke is synony-
mous with generosity. 

Jim was born on August 1, 1925, in Bakers-
field, California, to Mr. and Mrs. James Joseph 
Burke, a family with Kern County pioneer 
roots. His great grandfather, Daniel Burke, 
came to Kern County in 1864 from Ireland. 
Jim graduated from Kern County Union High 
School in 1943 with accolades as a scholar, 
athlete, and president of the student body. He 
attended Stanford University for a year before 
joining the Navy and serving on the USS Mid-
way and the USS New Mexico. After two and 
a half years of service in the Navy, Jim re-
turned to Stanford and graduated in 1948 as 
an Industrial Engineer. In 1950, Jim married 
Bebe Rinker and they subsequently had a 
daughter, Michele (Mikie). 

Jim began his career in the parts depart-
ment of Haberfelde Ford in 1949, became a 
partner in the Haberfelde family business in 
1964, and purchased the remaining business 
interest in 1972. In 1977, he renamed it Jim 
Burke Ford and it has since become one of 
the largest Ford dealerships in the country, 
with over 370 employees. Jim cared deeply for 
his employees and customers and was known 
to buy back a vehicle if a customer had an un-
resolved vehicle problem with Ford in order to 
address the issue with Ford himself. 

Throughout his life, Jim’s passion was in the 
areas of education and health care. He 
worked with educators to create ‘‘The Ford Di-

mension,’’ which is a program that for 32 
years has taught high school students about 
the private enterprise system and the practical 
problems of the business world. 

In 1994, over 200 Ford Dimension alumni 
from across the nation founded the Jim Burke 
Education Foundation in his honor. Later in 
2003, Ford Dimension alumni and the Jim 
Burke Education Foundation created a leader-
ship program, Dream Builders, to develop 
leadership and life skills in high school seniors 
and share with them the value of civic respon-
sibility as a lifetime commitment. 

Jim also actively worked to address the hos-
pital and healthcare needs in Bakersfield. He 
was a founding director of the Friends of 
Mercy Foundation, which assists in the 
healthcare needs of the local community, and 
he served as Chairman of the Mercy Hospital 
Board of Trustees as well as a director of Ba-
kersfield Memorial Hospital. 

Jim was also involved with numerous orga-
nizations in the community such as the Camp-
fire Girls, Better Business Bureau, the Trade 
Club of Greater Bakersfield, Bakersfield 
Chamber of Commerce, the California State 
University Bakersfield Foundation, and served 
as chairman of the Kern County Business Out-
look Conference. Jim was also very active in 
the Catholic community. Jim’s fundraising ef-
forts and work with the Sisters of Mercy ad-
dressed the special needs of others, such as 
construction of the Madison Place, a model 
low-income housing project. 

Over the course of his life, Jim received nu-
merous awards and honors for his service to 
the community and business achievements. In 
fact, in 1976, he was recognized with the Time 
Magazine Quality Dealership Award for his 
outstanding business performance and in-
volvement in the community. In 1995, Jim was 
inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame and 
he received a Honorary Doctorate from Cali-
fornia State University, Bakersfield in 1997. 

Yet no award will ever capture the true hu-
manity, strength, and leadership that Jim 
achieved. Throughout his life, Jim and his 
family continuously strived to better our com-
munity and help others, with humility and true 
compassion. Jim was immensely successful in 
his efforts and we will never know the full ex-
tent of the impact Jim’s kindness and compas-
sion had. On this day, we rise, on behalf of a 
community in mourning, to remember with 
great appreciation Jim Burke, a man who em-
bodied the civic generosity and leadership that 
is uniquely American and that has made Kern 
County such a great place to live. Accordingly, 
we offer our deep condolences to Bebe and 
his family. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO REE 
WENGERT 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ree Wengert, a prominent Las Vegas 
singer and activist, who passed away on Sun-
day, July 2, 2006, at the age of 78. 

Ree was born on December 14, 1927 in 
Charleston, WV, and was the youngest of an 
amazing 12 children. Ree chose to complete 
her undergraduate studies at Marymount Col-

lege in Tarrytown, NY. She was soon awarded 
a full scholarship to the Julliard School of 
Music. 

In 1952, Ree moved to Las Vegas, NV, and 
joined the Las Vegas Service League, which 
is now known as the Junior League of Las 
Vegas. She also began performing charity 
work for the Catholic Church. In the 1980s 
and ’90s, she donated her services to South-
ern Nevada in many ways, including singing in 
charity events and advocating for AIDS vic-
tims’ rights. She often visited and spoke with 
the most critically ill patients in the University 
Medical Center’s AIDS ward. 

Ree was most prominently known as the 
wonderful wife of Ward Wengert, a banker and 
civic leader in Las Vegas who passed in 1996, 
and mother to Rhetta Storebo, Rene McCown, 
Ward Jr., and Cyril, who passed in 1997. She 
also enjoyed four grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Ree Wengert and her amazing family for their 
contributions to the Southern Nevada commu-
nity. She will be dearly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE BIG THOMPSON FLOOD 

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate the 30th anniversary of Colo-
rado’s Big Thompson Flood. 

On July 31, 1976, residents and visitors in 
the Big Thompson Canyon suffered the un-
speakable horror of one of the worst natural 
disasters in Colorado history. 

I will never forget when the news started to 
break and the tragedy started to unfold. 

In just a few hours, more than a foot of rain 
fell in the area surrounding the Big Thompson 
River, causing a wall of water over 20 feet tall 
to sweep through the canyon. In its wake, the 
flood claimed the lives of 144 people and left 
many others homeless. In all, over 400 homes 
and dozens of businesses were destroyed. 

As we pause to commemorate the tragic 
events of 30 years ago, we remember the 
many lives that were taken from us by the wa-
ters of the Big Thompson and offer our 
thoughts and prayers for those they left be-
hind. 

It is often said that the worst of cir-
cumstances bring forth the best in people. In 
the hours and weeks following the disaster, 
the community surrounding Big Thompson 
Canyon displayed unparalleled graciousness 
and compassion. From the heroic rescuers 
who plucked survivors from the craggy canyon 
walls, to the countless others who gave their 
time, talents and resources, we saw the best 
of the American spirit in the wake of disaster. 

Mr. Speaker, today Big Thompson Canyon 
and, more significantly, the lives of those 
touched by the flood still bear the scars from 
that terrible July night. As we mark the 30th 
anniversary of one of the worst natural disas-
ters in Colorado history, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in remembering those who lost their 
lives and the countless others whose lives 
have been forever changed by the Big Thomp-
son Flood. 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL JAMES ELI 

CROWTHER 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Colonel James Eli Crowther, a distin-
guished officer who served his country and his 
home state of Pennsylvania throughout his 
life. As a native of Tyrone, the Colonel was 
the third Burgess (Mayor) of Tyrone and was 
serving in that capacity as the American Civil 
War began. 

Colonel Crowther served the Pennsylvania 
militia in the mid 1800’s, where he was com-
missioned as a First Lieutenant in the Wash-
ington Infantry in early August of 1842. From 
there he was again commissioned as a First 
Lieutenant for the Tyrone Artillery in early July 
of 1858. Less than one year later he began 
service as the Caption of the Tyrone Cavalry. 
His command of that Cavalry was influential 
during the first 90 days of service at the begin-
ning of the American Civil War. The Cavalry 
then became Company D of the 14th Pennsyl-
vania Infantry. 

Crowther volunteered as an Officer through 
the Civil War, commissioned as Lieutenant 
Colonel in 1861 and then Colonel in March of 
1863. It was less than 2 months later that 
Colonel James E. Crowther was killed in ac-
tion at Chancellorsville on May 3, 1863. 

His service to his country was noble, and 
his rank was earned through hard work and 
dedication to American principles and values. 
The leadership that Colonel Crowther dis-
played throughout his service and lifetime is to 
be remembered and respected as our country 
continues to move forward honoring those val-
ues. 

In his memory, the Colonel Crowther Foun-
dation was established. This organization’s in-
tent is to protect, teach and re-live the rich 
and storied history of Pennsylvania and con-
tinue to honor the distinguished Colonel. As 
can be found in their mission statement, the 
Foundation strives to ‘create a living heritage 
environment where preservation is enhanced 
by demonstration and education.’ It is only 
through our history that we are able to create 
a future. 

As a tribute to this man’s great accomplish-
ments the Tyrone Borough Council has de-
clared Saturday August 6th, 2006 to be Colo-
nel Crowther Day. Crowther’s military service 
to the state of Pennsylvania and our country 
will not be forgotten. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CRAIG 
HARRIS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Craig Harris for his outstanding efforts 
as a taxicab driver safety advocate. Craig 
passed away on Wednesday, June 21, 2006 
at the age of 56. 

Craig had been a Las Vegas resident for 28 
years and a taxi driver for Yellow-Checker- 
Star Transportation since 1979. Having been 

assaulted and robbed twice by passengers, 
Craig fully understood the dangers of driving a 
taxi. A long-time advocate of taxi driver safety, 
Craig was one of the first to test still cameras 
in taxis as a deterrent against attacks on driv-
ers. According to his long-time boss and Yel-
low-Checker-Star’s director of operations, Bill 
Shranko, Craig’s work led to camera installa-
tion in each of the company’s cabs. Since 
then, Shranko says there has been at least a 
sixty percent decrease in attacks on drivers. 
Craig’s hard work and advocacy has produced 
impressive results for driver safety. 

In addition to driving a cab forty hours a 
week and his efforts to promote driver safety, 
Craig also found time to represent local driv-
ers as a steward for the Industrial Technical 
Professional Employees Union, helping fired 
drivers to regain their jobs and making sure 
that drivers have access to important benefits, 
including health insurance. He led a campaign 
to raise thousands of dollars to aid the family 
of a colleague who was killed while on duty as 
a cab driver, and always offered to help col-
leagues and their families when in need. 

Born in Los Angeles on October 14, 1949, 
Craig graduated from Shasta College in North-
ern California. He worked on newspapers in 
California and Oklahoma before moving to Las 
Vegas in 1978 and beginning work on the Trip 
Sheet magazine for cab drivers in the 1980s. 
He served as managing editor of the maga-
zine and often wrote articles dealing with driv-
er safety and furthering the fair treatment of 
drivers. His work helped turn the six-page 
newspaper of the ’80s into the 48-page maga-
zine of today, which reaches over 7,000 
monthly readers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Craig 
Harris for his outstanding service and rep-
resentation of the taxi drivers of Las Vegas. 
His tireless efforts to help drivers and their 
families and his hard work as a driver, jour-
nalist, and advocate have greatly contributed 
to the safety of the profession, and he will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

ALTERNATIVE PLURIPOTENT 
STEM CELL THERAPIES EN-
HANCEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position of S. 2754, the Alternative Stem Cell 
Research Enhancement Act. I think we can all 
agree that stem-cell research holds tremen-
dous promise for advances in health care for 
all Americans. Stem-cell research may one 
day lead to treatments for Parkinson’s, Alz-
heimer’s, arthritis, cancer, diabetes, multiple 
sclerosis, spinal-cord injuries, Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, strokes, severe bums and many 
more diseases and injuries. 

However, Mr. Speaker, five years ago, the 
President made a self-serving and short-
sighted decision to limit federally funded em-
bryonic stem-cell research to stem-cell lines 
that already existed. At that time, on August 9, 
2001, the President promised 78 stem-cell 
lines would be available to federal research-
ers, yet five years later, there are at most, 
only 22 lines available. Even worse, Mr. 

Speaker, many of these lines are contami-
nated with animal cells that make them unus-
able for human-therapeutic study. 

So, Mr. Speaker, here we are half a decade 
later, and we are considering S. 2754 and an-
other Republican bill, S. 3504, the Fetus 
Farming Prohibition Act. Let there be no mis-
take, Mr. Speaker, these proposals are noth-
ing but a smoke screen; they were introduced 
to give political cover to Republican members 
who didn’t vote for the embryonic stem-cell 
bill. I have no problem with measures that 
would encourage development of stem-cell 
lines from nonembryonic methods and prohibit 
embryo implantation for the purpose of deriv-
ing stem-cell lines. However, the real issue 
here is the President’s policy that has prohib-
ited federal funds for embryonic stem-cell re-
search. 

Let me be clear, neither of these Repub-
lican-sham bills is in any way a viable alter-
native to the measure the House passed last 
year, H.R. 810, the Stem Cell Research En-
hancement Act. That legislation would allow 
federal funding for research on embryonic 
stem-cell lines regardless of the date on which 
they were derived. Researchers and scientists 
would be eligible to utilize their federal funds 
for research on a new stem-cell line as long 
as their work met the strict ethical guidelines 
contained in the bill. Those rules restrict stem- 
cell lines to embryos that were created origi-
nally for fertility purposes, and that are no 
longer needed. This legislation will take the 
President’s political shackles off our research-
ers and scientists and allow them to expand 
the number of stem-cell lines that are eligible 
for federally funded research. 

The Senate has finally acted, passing H.R. 
810, the Stem Cell Research Enhancement 
Act, this afternoon. So, there is now, finally, a 
historic opportunity to fund research that holds 
incredible promise, that could lead to incred-
ible medical breakthroughs. So, what does the 
President do? He pledges yet again to veto 
embryonic stem-cell research legislation. 

How out of touch can he be? Mr. Speaker, 
the President has promised to veto hope; 
hope for the millions of Americans who have 
cancer or Lou Gehrig’s disease or diabetes or 
Parkinson’s disease. He has promised to veto 
hope for victims of cancer and Alzheimer’s 
disease. I am shocked but not surprised that 
President Bush has said that his very first veto 
will be to block this legislation. As usual, 
President Bush and his rightwing Republican 
allies are way out on the political margins. So, 
if you’re counting votes Mr. President, mine 
will be to override. My vote will be for all those 
Americans who want us to put their needs 
first, and political paybacks, second. I will vote 
to override the President’s shameful veto 
when the House again takes up H.R. 810, and 
I urge all my colleagues to vote to override the 
President’s veto. This vote is the key vote 
showing whether Congress is genuinely com-
mitted to effective federally funded embryonic 
stem-cell research, and most of all, restoring 
hope to millions of sick Americans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ELLIS PARK 

HON. ED WHITFIELD 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to bring 
to the attention of the House an historical day 
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for Thoroughbred Horse Racing in western 
Kentucky—the reopening of Ellis Park. 

Since opening its gates for the first time in 
October of 1922, Ellis Park has been a signifi-
cant part of Kentucky and Indiana’s equine 
history. During those years the one and one 
eighth mile long track has provided horsemen 
and trainers a venue to showcase the sport 
they love. 

Today, Ellis Park re-opens after suffering a 
devastating tornado on November 6th, 2005, 
that claimed the lives of 25 individuals in the 
surrounding community of Evansville, Indiana, 
and that delivered a direct hit to the Ellis Park 
race track damaging several buildings and kill-
ing some of the Thoroughbred Horses stabled 
at the track. 

Today is one of triumph over tragedy as 
those who suffered so much move forward 
and continue to rebuild their community. 

Mr. Speaker, the re-opening of historic Ellis 
Park under the new ownership of Kentucky 
Businessman Ron Geary promises a bright fu-
ture for Thoroughbred Racing in western Ken-
tucky and the tri-state region. Mr. Geary has 
committed to continue and build upon an 85 
year history that has made Ellis Park a pop-
ular setting for friends and family to come to-
gether and enjoy the atmosphere created by 
the sight and sound of thoroughbreds thun-
dering towards the finish line. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SANDY 
HEVERLY 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor my good friend Sandy Heverly for her 
dedication to victims of DUI accidents and 
their families. 

Sandy became impassioned with the anti- 
DUI movement after she, her husband, chil-
dren and mother were all injured as a result of 
an accident caused by a drunk driver. Fol-
lowing this incident, Sandy decided to try to 
help DUI victims and create awareness about 
the severity of DUI crimes. Since then, Sandy 
has been a driving force in the anti-DUI move-
ment in Nevada, and has helped enhance 
awareness nationwide. 

Through her positions as Executive Director 
and Co-Founder of STOP DUI, Executive Di-
rector of Nevada Mothers Against Drunk Driv-
ing (MADD), and Nevada Students Against 
Destructive Decisions (SADD) State Coordi-
nator, Sandy has spread the message about 
drunk driving throughout Nevada and the Na-
tion. She has increased awareness by making 
over 1,000 anti-DUI presentations to students, 
civic organizations, and the gaming and liquor 
industries, and through various media move-
ments, including the eight-year ‘‘Red Ribbon 
Campaign.’’ With STOP DUI, Sandy estab-
lished a Victim’s Assistance Program to pro-
vide immediate financial assistance to DUI vic-
tims and their families, the only program of its 
kind in the Nation. She has also helped the bi-
partisan Congressional Stop DUI Caucus shed 
new light on the epidemic of drunk driving in 
America. 

On July 19, 2006, Sandy’s efforts to end 
drunk driving will be recognized as she is 
sworn in to the President’s Advisory Commis-
sion for Drug-Free Communities. Her exten-
sive knowledge and experience in bringing 
awareness to the anti-DUI cause will undoubt-
edly make Sandy an asset to the Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Sandy 
Heverly for her dedication and advocacy 
against drunk driving. As the co-chair of the 
Congressional Stop DUI Caucus, and father to 
a daughter injured by a drunk driver, ridding 
our nation’s roads of these dangerous drivers 
is a cause that is very important to me. I con-
gratulate Sandy for her appointment to the 
President’s Advisory Commission for Drug- 
Free Communities, and I wish her the best in 
her future endeavors. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHIE SIMPKINS 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and contributions of Kathie 
Simpkins from East Prairie, Missouri, who 
passed away on July 16, 2006. Kathie was a 
standout individual, a dedicated public servant, 
and a true friend. As the City Administrator for 
East Prairie, Kathie brought innovative ideas 
and unbridled enthusiasm to her job. 

Kathie’s sense of community is strong and 
deep-rooted, which has made her a successful 
individual in East Prairie. She was even recog-
nized as East Prairie Woman of the Year in 
2005. Kathie demonstrated the kind of prag-
matic, problem-solving ability that is rare any-
where in the Nation and a real blessing to us 
in Southern Missouri. As City Administrator, 
Kathie was responsible for securing and ad-
ministering more than $12 million in state and 
federal grants. 

Spending her life living in her hometown, 
Kathie was Southern Missouri through-and- 
through. She was a 1973 graduate of East 
Prairie High School and a 1978 graduate of 
Southeast Missouri State University in Cape 
Girardeau, where she majored in business ad-
ministration and marketing management. 
Kathie was a fixture at professional and other 
local organizations’ meetings. She was always 
in search of another way to serve her neigh-
bor. 

Kathie Simpkins’ family and friends have 
lost a dear part of their life, but the entire re-
gion has lost a tremendous advocate for 
Southern Missouri. It will take the hard work of 
many individuals to fill the void Kathie has left 
in our community. We are fortunate to have 
known Kathie and been inspired by her. She 
leaves a legacy of good management and 
great investment in the people of East Prairie. 

I feel very fortunate to have known Kathie, 
and I want to ensure that she is remembered 
for her wealth of good works. She is a true 
model of civic pride and community service. 
Kathie Simpkins has made an immeasurable 
contribution to our district, our state, and our 
Nation. Thank you, Kathie, and God bless 
you. 

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I wanted to 
take a moment to welcome the entire Seton 
Hall community here to Capitol Hill for their 
annual ‘Hall on the Hill’ Reception. Let me 
thank Monsignor Sheeran for his leadership at 
Seton Hall, as well as his profound words 
given at invocation on the House floor this 
morning. Let me also congratulate my good 
friend Phil Thigpen for the honor he is receiv-
ing this evening. Phil has always been active 
in the community and clearly he has done his 
alma mater proud. 

As Seton Hall University celebrates 150 
years of service to our educational community, 
it is appropriate to take a moment to acknowl-
edge what a remarkable achievement it is. 
Founded in 1856, Seton Hall University pre-
dates even the Civil War. 

Throughout the years, Seton Hall University 
has educated our Nation’s youth, providing 
them with the tools necessary to succeed in 
the ever-changing world. One of Seton Hall’s 
greatest aspects is its versatility. With pro-
grams in business, law, medicine, and the hu-
manities, students are free to explore all areas 
of academia. The John C. Whitehead School 
of Diplomacy and International Relations is 
world-renowned for its fantastic professors and 
unique alliance with the United Nations Asso-
ciation of the United States of America. 
Ranked in the top 125 national universities by 
US News and World Report, Seton Hall is 
truly a premier academic institution. 

But, it is not just academics which makes 
Seton Hall University such a great institution. 
Being the largest Catholic University in the 
state of New Jersey, Seton Hall has a special 
focus on its ethical mission, teaching students 
not just how to be great scholars but great 
people. Part of this ethical mission includes 
tolerance and openness. In fact, few schools 
are so diverse and welcome students of so 
many different backgrounds. Its location in 
South Orange, New Jersey also allows the 
university to benefit from the diversity of its 
surroundings and proximity to New York City. 

A Seton Hall University experience does not 
end at the doors of the classroom. Many Pi-
rates have gone on to achieve great feats at 
both the collegiate and professional athletics 
level, including baseball player Craig Biggio 
and ESPN sportscaster, Dick Vitale. Students 
also have the opportunity to take part in over 
one hundred different extracurricular organiza-
tions to expand their interests and talents. 

Educating our Nation’s youth is a service to 
more than just the students who earn degrees. 
Universities such as Seton Hall provide a 
service to our entire community by training fu-
ture generations of our Nation’s leaders. It is 
an honor to celebrate this 150th anniversary of 
Seton Hall University and I hope that it will 
continue to educate our students for at least 
another 150 years. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:08 Jul 20, 2006 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19JY8.060 E19JYPT1yc
he

rr
y 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
64

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1465 July 19, 2006 
RECOGNIZING SETON HALL UNI-

VERSITY ON THEIR 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. SCOTT GARRETT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Seton Hall University 
on the occasion of their 150th anniversary. 
The University is located in South Orange, 
New Jersey and is a community of 1,500 em-
ployees, 10,000 students, and 70,000 distin-
guished alumni. From the university’s humble 
beginnings as a small local diocesan college, 
Seton Hall has grown into New Jersey’s larg-
est Catholic university. Founding Reverend, 
Bishop James Roosevelt Bayley, had not only 
a patriotic attachment but also a personal one 
to the school’s namesake: Mother Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, the first American-born saint and 
his aunt. Using her devotion to values-based 
education as a guide, Seton Hall embarked on 
their noble mission to educate young minds in 
New Jersey. 

The university has remained a steady 
ground for its faculty and students, even 
through catastrophes like fire and war, always 
remembering their motto, ‘‘No Matter What the 
Hazard, Yet Forward.’’ This resilient spirit has 
seen Seton Hall through these historic 150 
years and will surely carry them into a bright 
future. Seton Hall is recognized as a leader in 
educational technology and will continue to at-
tract the best and the brightest to their cam-
pus. 

As reflected in their mission, Seton Hall stu-
dents are not only prepared with a well-round-
ed education but also a unique focus on serv-
ice that prepares them to become citizen lead-
ers in their professional and community lives. 

I congratulate Seton Hall University on their 
150th anniversary and encourage them to re-
main vigilant on their mission to mold intel-
ligent and ethical scholars. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
July 20, 2006 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

JULY 21 

10 a.m. 
Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine Extradition 
Treaty Between the United States of 
America and the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
and related exchanges of letters, signed 
at Washington on March 31, 2003 (Trea-
ty Doc. 108–23). 

SD–419 

JULY 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Armed Services 
Airland Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the F-22A 
multiyear procurement proposal in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2007. 

SR–222 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the author-
ity to prosecute terrorists under the 
war crime provisions of Title 18. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Aviation Subcommittee 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Joint Planning and Development 
Office. 

SR–253 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine regulation 
of hedge funds. 

SD–538 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
Oversight of Government Management, the 

Federal Workforce, and the District of 
Columbia Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Defense Supply Chain Manage-
ment Plan, focusing on the extent to 
which the supply chain management 
improvement plan is integrated with 
other Department of Defense logistics 
strategies, concepts, and plans, and if 
the Department has identified valid 
performance metrics and data to use in 
monitoring initiatives and measuring 
progress. 

SD–342 
Intelligence 

To hold a closed hearing regarding intel-
ligence matters. 

SH–219 
2:30 p.m. 

Finance 
Health Care Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine a decade of 
covering children relating to State 
Children’s Health Insurance Program. 

SD–215 

JULY 26 

9:30 a.m. 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Michael V. Dunn, of Iowa, to be 
a Commissioner of the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission, Nancy 
Montanez-Johner, of Nebraska, to be 
Under Secretary of Agriculture for 
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Serv-
ices, and to be a Member of the Board 
of Directors of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation, Margo M. McKay, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture, and Bruce I. Knight, of 
South Dakota, to be Under Secretary 
of Agriculture for Marketing and Regu-
latory Programs, and to be a Member 

of the Board of Directors of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation. 

SR–328A 
Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the current 
and future status of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act which pre-
scribes procedures for requesting judi-
cial authorization for electronic sur-
veillance and physical search of per-
sons engaged in espionage or inter-
national terrorism against the United 
States on behalf of a foreign power. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of John Ray Correll, of Indi-
ana, to be Director of the Office of Sur-
face Mining Reclamation and Enforce-
ment, and Mark Myers, of Alaska, to 
be Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey, both of the Department 
of the Interior, and Drue Pearce, of 
Alaska, to be Federal Coordinator for 
Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
Projects, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. 

SD–366 
Intelligence 

To hold a closed meeting regarding intel-
ligence matters. 

SH–219 
11 a.m. 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
To hold a hearing to examine pending 

nominations. 
SR–253 

JULY 27 

10 a.m. 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
Forestry, Conservation, and Rural Revital-

ization Subcommittee 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Department of Agriculture’s use of 
technical service providers. 

SR–328A 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship 

Business meeting to markup an original 
bill to reauthorize the Small Business 
Administration. 

SR–428A 
Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Patrick W. Dunne, of New 
York, to be Assistant Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs for Policy and Planning, 
and Thomas E. Harvey, of New York, to 
be Assistant Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs for Congressional Affairs. 

SR–418 
2:30 p.m. 

Energy and Natural Resources 
Water and Power Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 3638, to 
encourage the Secretary of the Interior 
to participate in projects to plan, de-
sign, and construct water supply 
projects and to amend the Reclamation 
Wastewater and Groundwater Study 
and Facilities Act to encourage the de-
sign, planning, and construction of 
projects to treat impaired surface 
water, reclaim and reuse impaired 
groundwater, and provide brine dis-
posal in the State of California, S. 3639, 
to amend the Reclamation Wastewater 
and Groundwater Study and Facilities 
Act to provide standards and proce-
dures for the review of water reclama-
tion and reuse projects, H.R. 177, to 
amend the Reclamation Wastewater 
and Groundwater Study and Facilities 
Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to participate in the Prado 
Basin Natural Treatment System 
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Project, to authorize the Secretary to 
carry out a program to assist agencies 
in projects to construct regional brine 
lines in California, to authorize the 
Secretary to participate in the Lower 
Chino Dairy Area desalination dem-
onstration and reclamation project, 
H.R. 2341, to amend the Reclamation 
Wastewater and Groundwater Study 
and FAcilities Act to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior to participate 
in the design, planning, and construc-
tion of a project to reclaim and reuse 
wastewater within and outside of the 
service area of the City of Austim 
Water and Wastewater Utility, Texas, 
and H.R. 3418, to amend the Reclama-
tion Wastewater and Groundwater 

Study and Facilities Act to authorize 
the Secretary of the Interior to partici-
pate in the Central Texas Water Recy-
cling and Reuse Project. 

SD–366 
Intelligence 

To receive a closed briefing regarding in-
telligence matters. 

SH–219 

AUGUST 2 

9 a.m. 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
Forestry, Conservation, and Rural Revital-

ization Subcommittee 
To hold hearings to examine H.R. 4200, to 

improve the ability of the Secretary of 

Agriculture and the Secretary of the 
Interior to promptly implement recov-
ery treatments in response to cata-
strophic events affecting Federal lands 
under their jurisdiction, including the 
removal of dead and damaged trees and 
the implementation of reforestation 
treatments, to support the recovery of 
non-Federal lands damaged by cata-
strophic events, to revitalize Forest 
Service experimental forests. 

SR–328A 
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