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was here and after that, Tommy Man-
ton always made it clear that he under-
stood fully what it meant to be a New 
Yorker and the history of New York 
City. He would sit down and talk to me 
and say, You know, my dad used to tell 
me about how the Irish wanted to par-
ticipate in politics. And he said, I know 
folks will tell you about the struggles 
from members of the Jewish commu-
nity to participate in politics and 
members of the Italian American com-
munity to participate in politics. And 
he said, It is no different. In Queens 
and New York City and in this country, 
there are Asians and Hispanics, and 
much earlier, African Americans who 
want to participate in politics, not 
with a desire to uproot the leadership 
or to destroy anything but to be part of 
it. And he understood from the first 
day I met him, he knew the first time 
I spoke to him, that this was healthy 
for our party, and it was even healthier 
for our society. 

It has been said here that he gave 
sort of a rough impression at times. 
Very direct. Not too many words. But 
he was always finding a way of bring-
ing about change. When you look at his 
history, the fact that he was a New 
York City policeman, the fact that he 
goes to law school, the fact that he 
runs for public office and wins, it is a 
career that tells you that there is dedi-
cation and there is concern. And I re-
member when he sat down with me one 
day and he said, Queens is seen by 
many folks as sort of a politically for-
gotten borough. We have got a lot of 
numbers, but all the action that is New 
York City is happening elsewhere. And 
he said, Watch Queens in the next few 
years as it begins to include people. 

And I think that is important to use 
the word ‘‘include’’ and ‘‘inclusion’’ be-
cause Tommy Manton was not about 
meaningless tokenism. He was about 
honestly bringing people in. 

And so now because of Tommy Man-
ton, the Asian community, the His-
panic community, the African Amer-
ican community, and a county that not 
long ago people would bet would never 
see that kind of inclusiveness and that 
kind of change, now you see the change 
and you see the inclusion of people 
where Asian Americans had been elect-
ed in Queens County before they were 
elected anywhere else. Where an Afri-
can American woman was elected as 
the borough president, chief executive 
of the county. That is Tommy Man-
ton’s legacy. 

And depending on what your take on 
life is, and part of mine is that the only 
thing that still hurts our country is 
the inability for all folks to get along, 
that everything else we can deal with, 
all other issues we can deal with, but 
the lack of unity at times haunts us, 
then what better legacy to have been a 
leader who understood that people had 
to be included, and people had to be 
part of the process. 
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If nothing else is said about what 

Tom Manton accomplished, let it be 

said that he understood that everybody 
had to be at the table and everybody 
had to share. 

After he left here, he kept in touch 
with me, and after he left here we 
spoke often. But I will always remem-
ber him as a straight-shooter, a class 
act, a nice human being of few words 
and a coalition builder. 

Mr. RANGEL and I have discussed this 
many times. I have only one pre-
requisite when supporting a political 
candidate: Are they a coalition build-
er? If they are not, including members 
of my own community, then I am not 
supporting them. That is what Tommy 
Manton was. That is why we will miss 
him, and that is why our thoughts and 
our prayers are with his family and 
with the whole Queens community. 
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TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J. MANTON 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 5 min-
utes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FOXX). Without objection, the gentle-
woman from California is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, the 

members of the New York delegation 
have risen today with great sadness 
and with great pride in the life and 
service and leadership of our former 
colleague, Tom Manton. 

When Mr. RANGEL announced to the 
body earlier this evening the sad news 
of Mr. Manton’s passing, which, of 
course, has been heralded in the press 
because he was a big figure in New 
York, it brought back many memories 
for those of us who served with him. A 
big, strong Democrat, he served with 
great pride in this body as a way to 
serve the people of his district, which 
he loved and took great pride in. He 
worked in a very bipartisan way to get 
the job done for them. I had been a 
former Chair of the California Demo-
cratic Party over 20 years ago, so we 
shared that commitment to removing 
obstacles of participation in the polit-
ical process through the Democratic 
Party organization which he led with 
great pride for so much of his political 
life. 

His policy contributions for his dis-
trict are legendary, and that is why he 
was unbeatable until he just decided he 
wasn’t going to run again, and we all 
know of the legacy that he sent us in 
the great service of Mr. CROWLEY in the 
Congress. 

Every person in America who cares 
about the environment in our country 
owes Mr. Manton a debt of gratitude. 
During seven terms in Congress, Mr. 
Manton was an important figure on the 
reauthorization of the Superfund pro-
gram, which promotes the cleanup of 
uncontrolled and abandoned hazardous 
waste sites. It is very, very important 
pioneer work that he did there. 

It might be of interest to some to 
know that when he came to Congress, 
he came to replace Geraldine Ferraro, 

who was designated to be the Vice 
Presidential candidate. So there is a 
proud tradition from this district for 
many years; and that tradition, of 
course, continues with Mr. CROWLEY. 

Tommy Manton was a proud Demo-
crat and a proud Irishman, in his per-
sonal life as well as his public service. 
He did a great deal as the cochairman 
of the Congressional Ad Hoc Com-
mittee on Irish Affairs. He helped per-
suade President Clinton to meet with 
Gerry Adams, the president of the Sinn 
Fein, the political arm of the Irish Re-
publican Army. That was really a step 
forward in bridge building, trying to 
find solutions and getting the job done. 

He served as a flight navigator in the 
Marine Corps. He was, again, a very pa-
triotic American, who served our coun-
try in so many arenas, in local govern-
ment, in the Congress of the United 
States, as a Marine, as a community 
leader, and in the Democratic Party. 

On behalf of all of the Democrats, I 
know everyone in the Congress extends 
their deepest sympathy to his family, 
of whom I know he was very, very 
proud; to Diane, his wife, his widow 
now, and to their children, Cathy, 
Thomas, Jr., John and Jeanne. I hope 
it is a comfort to you that so many 
people mourn your loss and are praying 
for you at this sad time, and that it is 
a comfort to you that these New York-
ers take such pride in the life, leader-
ship and service of Tom Manton, who 
himself was a proud New Yorker, a 
proud Irishman, a proud American. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J. MANTON 
AND ARGUMENT FOR RAISING 
THE MINIMUM WAGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. OWENS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

TRIBUTE TO THOMAS J. MANTON 
Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I 

would like to add my sentiments to the 
words that have been spoken already. I 
associate myself with the remarks that 
have been made about Tom Manton. 

Tom Manton was a political leader in 
an adjacent county, the Borough of 
Queens. In the Borough of Brooklyn we 
had what we call a first-rate political 
machine, and in view of the fact we 
have been discussing power-sharing and 
the Voting Rights Act, I remember dra-
matically seeing the difference be-
tween Brooklyn and Queens. 

As a leader in Queens, Tom Manton 
believed in power-sharing. Minorities 
did not have to fight to get what they 
deserved in Queens. Harmony was not 
established only after a big battle was 
waged and the spoils were settled. In 
Brooklyn we had to battle for every-
thing. We had to fight all the way. 

Tom Manton was a political boss. He 
was head of a machine. But he gave 
new meaning to the word machine and 
being a boss. A conciliator, a mediator, 
a guy who made things happen as he 
took this diverse, rapidly growing bor-
ough, rapidly growing in terms of di-
verse population, he wove it altogether 
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