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kept coming back to make it look better. After
32 years, he was not done making the House
of Representatives a more wonderful place to
work.

On Friday, May 26, 2006 Roy was doing his
work as he always does. He was in my office
touching-up when the security alarms went off
and the Capitol Police ordered the building
locked-down. Roy spent the next six hours in
my office with my staff, sharing in conversa-
tion, and Coca-Cola and peanuts from my
home state of Georgia. Although | was not in
the building, my staff tells me that Roy was a
joy to be around that day. No one enjoyed the
unfortunate situation that developed that day,
but Roy was an individual who made the
hours pass by more smoothly. He was un-
flinching in his manner and helped to keep a
startled office calm—even as the frightening
circumstances hit close to home.

Since that day in May, my office has truly
had a new friend. He has become a regular
visitor and his constant smile will be missed.
Roy’s hard work and dedication are rare traits.
We thank him for his years of service to our
Nation, to this House, and we wish him luck
and God speed in the next phase of his life.

——————
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, on August 24, Ukraine will celebrate the
15th anniversary of its independence. As we
continue to strengthen relations with allies
around the world, the importance of a demo-
cratic Ukraine cannot be overstated.

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, Ukraine
has made steady progress toward the creation
of democratic institutions and a free-market
economy. While past political instability proved
challenging to the Ukrainian economy, reforms
implemented under the leadership of President
Viktor Yushchenko have brought greater suc-
cess and prosperity to the people of Ukraine.
| was honored to attend President
Yushchenko’s historic speech before a Joint
Session of Congress last April.

Moreover, Ukraine has cultivated a civil so-
ciety, showing greater respect for human
rights, maintaining peaceful relationships with
its neighbors, and investing in its citizens’
prosperity.

| am very grateful that my home church, the
First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, South
Carolina, has entered into a strong and vibrant
partnership with Maximovicha Baptist Church
in Vinnitsa, Ukraine. Both churches are pro-
moting exchanges of citizens who, sharing
their experiences are promoting democracy.
The inspiring heritage and culture of Ukraine
is being appreciated by the people of South
Carolina. The United States is proud to call
Ukraine a friend. We will continue to seek
Ukraine’s support in world affairs and remain
committed to helping the people of Ukraine
compete in the global economy for the in-
creased prosperity of its citizens.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | proudly pause
to recognize Heartland Health of Saint Joseph,
Missouri. Heartland Health has been recog-
nized as a strong advocate for women in the
workplace and has been chosen to receive the
YWCA Employer of Excellence Award.

Heartland Health has been recognized by
the YWCA as one of the best places to work
in the St. Joseph area. Heartland maintains a
flexible work environment that bases advance-
ment on employee performance. As a result,
many women have been able to obtain posi-
tions in the senior leadership of the organiza-
tion. Heartland Health is very supportive of
families and has developed programs to help
working mothers and assist in continuing edu-
cation. These are benefits that have produced
a very committed and productive workforce.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
recognizing Heartland Health. Heartland has
developed into a business that manages to
serve employees as well as the community. |
am honored to represent Heartland and its
employees in the United States Congress.

————
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the found-
ing of the National Organization for Women
(NOW), our Nation’s paramount champion of
women’s rights.

The National Organization for Women has
been a pioneer in the fight for women’s equal-
ity and is one of our Nation’s foremost institu-
tions for social justice and social change. For
the past 40 years, NOW has been at the fore-
front of every major effort to advance women’s
rights and promote equality between the
sexes.

The National Organization for Women was
founded in 1966 with the $5 contributions of
28 women. These women came together in
recognition of the need to bring women into
equal partnership with men as part of a world-
wide human rights movement. In the last 40
years, NOW has expanded this vision to local
and campus chapters in all 50 states and the
District of Columbia and grown its membership
to roughly 500,000.

As the largest feminist organization in the
United States, NOW’s continued success is
due to its leaders’ commitment to innovative
and diverse avenues of activism. From local
rallies and mass marches to political lobbying
and Supreme Court battles, NOW works to
achieve advancement for women. Its current
primary concerns are promoting passage of
the Equal Rights Amendment, eradication of
violence against women, championing repro-
ductive freedom and other women’s health
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issues, opposition to racism and bigotry
against lesbians and gays and advocating for
economic and educational equality.

Since 1967, NOW has dedicated itself to
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment. The
organization tirelessly led efforts to lobby Con-
gress for the amendment’s passage until both
Houses ratified the ERA in 1971. NOW then
led the campaign for ratification in the states
and fought for the extension of the amend-
ment’s deadline.

Since 1969, NOW has brought lawsuits to
our Nation’s courts to fight sex discrimination
in the workplace. In one of the first cases to
apply Title VII of the Civil Rights Act to a sex
discrimination case, NOW won women access
to positions previously denied to them be-
cause of biased and unnecessary strength
tests.

Recognizing that economic security means
little to women who are not secure in their
homes, NOW pioneered the founding of bat-
tered women’s shelters and rape crisis cen-
ters. By organizing the first Take Back the
Night rallies, NOW activists provided women
with a platform to confront threats of violence
and empowered them to speak out against
their offenders. In 1994, NOW'’s efforts to end
women’s victimization culminated in the pas-
sage of the Violence Against Women Act.

Since its founding, NOW has led the battle
for women’s reproductive freedom. NOW was
the first national organization to call for the le-
galization of abortion and has committed itself
to safeguarding the right to choose secured by
Roe v. Wade. For 20 years NOW fought to
use federal anti-racketeering laws to protect
abortion clinics and their clients from harass-
ment by militant anti-abortionists. In 2004,
NOW cosponsored the March for Women’s
Lives to demonstrate Americans unequivocal
support for women’s reproductive rights. The
march drew 1.15 million people to Wash-
ington, D.C. for the largest civil rights dem-
onstration in U.S. history.

NOW was an early and vocal supporter of
lesbian rights. NOW activists supported the
rights of lesbians and their families in Belmont
v. Belmont, the landmark case that awarded a
lesbian mother custody of her children. Rose-
mary Dempsey, the defendant, later served as
NOW’s Vice President of Action. ill 1975, les-
bian rights became one of NOW’s priority
issues and has since been the theme of two
of its national conferences.

Opposed to bigotry and discrimination of all
kinds, NOW has also been a champion and
defender of affirmative action policies. In 1996,
50,000 activists gathered in San Francisco in
defense of affirmative action for NOW’s March
to Fight the Right. NOW has also adopted a
hiring policy that reflects its dedication to di-
versity and commitment to eradicating racial
disparities in the work place.

Today, NOW’s President, Kim Gandy, fol-
lows in the footsteps of the organization’s in-
augural president, the late Betty Friedan.
Under Ms. Gandy’s leadership, NOW remains
committed to the passage of the Equal Rights
Amendment and has risen to the unique chal-
lenges of our time. Advocating for pay equity,
affordable quality daycare, women-friendly
workplaces, and a fair minimum wage, NOW,
with unfaltering determination, continues to
lead our country on the march towards wom-
en’s equality.

Mr. Speaker, as the National Organization
for Women celebrates 40 years as our coun-
try’s preeminent voice for the advancement of
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