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this type of arrangement with a nonsignatory
to the treaty is unprecedented. Exporting
American nuclear fuel to India has the poten-
tial to supplant the domestic uranium India is
currently using to generate civilian nuclear
power, freeing up this uranium for military pur-
poses. | worry about the message this ar-
rangement would send to the region and the
world, and | do not believe further production
of nuclear weapons is in India’s or the South
Asian region’s best interests.

Nuclear weapons remain the most dan-
gerous threat to mankind, and | worry about a
mistake in Mumbai or Islamabad. The idea
that these weapons can be used tactically or
surgically is nonsense; we should be working
to scale down nuclear weapon production in
the region, not escalate it.

| do not believe this agreement is unwork-
able, but | do feel that there is one very impor-
tant thing that India needs to do to move this
forward: end its production of fissile material.
This would show the U.S. and the world that
this agreement is truly going to address India’s
domestic energy needs and not going to en-
hance its nuclear arsenal. To this end, | voted
in support of the Berman/Tauscher amend-
ment, which would withhold exports of nuclear
reactor fuel to India until India stops producing
fissile material for nuclear weapons.

However, the Berman/Tauscher amendment
failed. In the absence of an Indian commit-
ment to end fissile material production, | can-
not support moving forward at this time with
this agreement. | hope that those of us who
do not support an agreement in the absence
of such a commitment do not send the wrong
message to our Indian friends. We will con-
tinue to support India and there are many
areas in which our two countries can continue
to engage, including trade, space exploration,
anti-terrorism, and other defense cooperation.
But | cannot in good conscience support an
agreement that, even indirectly, increases In-
dia’s nuclear weapons arsenal. | don’t believe
that serves India, the U.S., or the South Asian
region well.

KOREAN WAR ARMISTICE DAY

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, July 27 marks a historic day.

On this date in 1953, the United States
signed an armistice with China and North
Korea. This agreement ended the hostilities of
the Korean War. Unfortunately, most Ameri-
cans forget this date.

Sandwiched between the second World War
and Vietnam, the Korean War can easily be
overshadowed. This is a tragedy. Thousands
of American soldiers gave their lives in de-
fense of freedom halfway around the world.

As Members of Congress, we have an obli-
gation to ensure that their memory does not
fade into obscurity.

On this day, | ask that all Americans take a
moment to remember the enormous sacrifices
made by our soldiers during the Korean War.

| also want to extend my heartfelt thanks to
our nation’s Korean War veterans.
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RESOLUTION HONORING PURPLE
HEART DAY IN SAN ANTONIO,
TEXAS

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, on August 7, 1782 in Newburgh,
New York, General George Washington began
the time-honored tradition of awarding the
valor of our soldiers with his creation of a
badge of distinction, known as a Purple Heart,
to be given to enlisted men and noncommis-
sioned officers.

Whereas, on January 7, 1931, a new design
of the Purple Heart was created by Ms. Eliza-
beth Will, an army heraldic specialist in the Of-
fice of the Quarter. The design consisted of a
purple enameled heart within a bronze quarter
inch border showing a profile of President
George Washington.

Whereas, on this day, we celebrate Purple
Heart Day on the anniversary of its creation
on August 7, 1782, as a part of our patriotic
duty to remember and recognize our soldiers
willing to serve our country.

Be it hereby resolved, that Congressman
HENRY CUELLAR commends the City of San
Antonio for recognizing the importance of Pur-
ple Heart Day and for honoring our veterans
on this day.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM MURPHY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
407, the Stearns of Florida Amendment to
H.R. 5682, the United States and India Nu-
clear Cooperation Promotion Act of 2006. Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye”.

A TRIBUTE TO SRI CHINMOY

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | consider it
an honor and a distinct privilege today to rise
and offer birthday congratulations to a man
many in this country and the world have come
to respect and admire, Sri Chinmoy, who on
August 27, will be celebrating his 75th birthday
in New York City. He is a selfless individual
who has dedicated himself to nurturing world
harmony and to the creative expression of the
limitless potential of the human spirit.

Sri Chinmoy’s many contributions to Amer-
ican life and culture have been expressed
through teaching, athletics, art, music, poetry
and literature. He combines the contemplative
traditions of his native India with the dyna-
mism of his adopted America to serve human-
ity through programs such as the World Har-
mony Run torch relay, The Oneness-Heart
Tears and Smiles worldwide humanitarian
service, and the Lifting Up the World with a
Oneness-Heart awards program. Through
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these initiatives for world harmony, he has
touched countless lives and offered hope to
thousands of individuals worldwide.

Mr. Speaker, Sri Chinmoy Kumar Ghose
was born on August 27,1931, in India in East
Bengal, the present day Bangladesh. On April
13, 1964, he arrived in this country from
Southern India, where he had received his
education and training in the ancient methods
of yoga at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram.

When he came to this country, he founded
the Sri Chinmoy Centre, headquartered in Ja-
maica, Queens. The first Centres were estab-
lished in 1966 in Puerto Rico and New York,
and have since grown to include branches all
over the United States and 73 other countries
worldwide. The Centres are dedicated to the
twin goals of public service and personal spir-
itual growth through the use of meditation. The
students of Sri Chinmoy include individuals
from all faiths and walks of life who seek to
cultivate harmony and goodwill both in them-
selves and in their communities. They also
compose the community of volunteers who
carry out, at the grass-roots level, Sri
Chinmoy’s vision of loving service through
such varied projects as humanitarian aid and
the sponsorship of musical concerts and ath-
letic events.

Considered one of the world’s foremost au-
thorities on Eastern philosophy, which is a
systematic method of expanding conscious-
ness through meditation, prayer and selfless
service, Sri Chinmoy has lectured on this topic
at many of the major universities in the United
States. His first lecture tour began at Yale on
December 4, 1968 and included talks at all 8
lvy League Universities. In the early 1970s he
lectured at 20 universities on topics of Indian
wisdom and philosophy. In 1974, he spoke at
universities in all 50 states.

He continues to lecture here and around the
world. In his writings and speeches, he en-
deavors to share eastern light for the western
mind. A prolific writer and poet, Sri Chinmoy
has written over 1,550 books of essays,
poems and short stories. The largest univer-
sity library collection of his works is at Harvard
Divinity School.

Meditation classes under Sri Chinmoy’s
guidance are always provided free of charge.
He offered his first public meditation at Colum-
bia University on April 23, 1971, and his first
meditation in Congress at the Rayburn House
Office Building on May 23, 1979, under the
sponsorship of my former colleague, the dis-
tinguished late New York Congressman Jo-
seph P. Addabbo.

Mr. Speaker, Sri Chinmoy believes that
sport is a powerful instrument for promoting
global harmony. He has long found that ath-
letics can be an invaluable source of motiva-
tion and enrichment for thousands of people,
young and old alike. In 1976 he was recog-
nized with a commendation from the Presi-
dent’s Council on Physical Fitness for his role
in inspiring young Americans to run the 50-
State, 9,000-mile “Liberty Torch” relay held in
honor of the U.S. Bicentennial. He founded
the Sri Chinmoy Marathon Team in 1977. In
1982, several of his students organized
“America’s Freedom-Ride,” a 50-State public
participation bicycle relay that celebrated the
200th anniversary of the U.S. Constitution.

The lessons of these early 50-State Amer-
ican relays became the foundation for the Sri
Chinmoy Marathon Team to organize a global
torch relay. Now known as the World Harmony
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Run, it was held from April to August on a bi-
ennial basis from 1987 to 2001 and resumed
as a yearly event in 2005. The World Har-
mony Run seeks to promote international
friendship and understanding. This year, an
international team of runners will carry a flam-
ing torch, symbolizing the human aspiration for
oneness, through more than 80 countries
around the globe together with a 10,500-mile,
fifty State U.S.A. route. The event serves to
connect thousands of grassroots efforts for
world harmony taking place in communities
across the globe. It does not seek to raise
money or promote any political cause, but
rather to create good will among peoples and
nations.

The Sri Chinmoy Marathon Team has made
a city block in my district world famous. It's
where the longest running race in the world
takes place around the shortest course—a
half-mile certified loop on paved sidewalks ad-
jacent to the Grand Central Parkway. To com-
plete the Self-Transcendence 3,100 Mile
Race, participants run 5,648.688 laps around
the block, a distance equivalent to more than
118 marathons. The Tenth Annual edition
began on June 11 and continues into August
with the largest field yet of 15 ultra-distance
runners. As in all his endeavors, Sri Chinmoy
sets the highest standards of organization, lo-
gistics and support to help ultra-marathon run-
ners achieve their greatest potential. We can
expect of this race to see new world records
and personal bests.

A decathlon and 100-meter sprinting cham-
pion in his youth, Sri Chinmoy believes in the
necessity of a sound mind and a sound body.
He began his own long-distance running ca-
reer in Golden Gate Park in San Francisco on
June 1, 1978. In March 1979, he ran his first
marathon in Chico, California, and, later that
month, his fastest marathon in 3:55:07 at the
Heart-Watchers Marathon in Toledo, Ohio. He
has completed 22 marathons and 5 ultra mar-
athons and now, at age 75, still regularly exer-
cises.

Mr. Speaker, Sri Chinmoy first began
weightlifting on June 26, 1986, and embarked
on a new dimension in his weightlifting career
2 years later when he inaugurated “Lifting Up
the World with a Oneness-Heart.” This is his
way of recognizing individuals from all walks
of life who inspire humanity and excel in their
respective fields. At these programs, Sri
Chinmoy lifts each honoree overhead on a
special platform, symbolically reflecting their
own uplifting contributions to the world.

Bill Pearl of Oregon, a Five-time Mr. Uni-
verse, was the first person lifted in this fash-
ion. Sri Chinmoy has lifted Members of the
U.S. Senate and House of Representatives,
heads of state, ambassadors, Nobel laureates,
university professors, spiritual leaders from all
faiths, Olympic athletes, citizens serving their
communities, and school children whose
dreams are so important to our future. In Ha-
waii, on December 23, 1990, he lifted Senator
Hiram L. Fong, who was Hawaii’s first Senator
at the time of statehood.

On July 10, 2001, in the Rayburn Gold
Room, Sri Chinmoy simultaneously lifted my
esteemed New York colleague Benjamin Gil-
man and me on a two-platform lifting appa-
ratus, one of us with each arm. If | had not ex-
perienced it, | could not imagine this to be
possible. In a day-long lifting program at Boe-
ing Field Auditorium in Washington State on
July 13, 2003, held to celebrate the centenary
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of the Wright brothers first flight, Sri Chinmoy
lifted 123 airplane pilots in appreciation of their
dedicated services in carrying humanity into
the skies. From 1988 to 2006, Sri Chinmoy
has honored more than 8,000 individuals from
many countries with this award.

Mr. Speaker, The Oneness-Heart Tears and
Smiles is the voluntary humanitarian service
program of the Sri Chinmoy Centre. Since
1991, centre members worldwide have col-
lected and shipped tons of humanitarian sup-
plies to countries in need including South Afri-
ca, Angola, Mozambique, India, and, after the
tsunami, Sri Lanka. It responds to disaster re-
lief requests, health and education needs, and
regional development projects. The program
obtains and distributes medical, domestic and
educational supplies and toys, working closely
with other aid agencies, local NGOs, commu-
nity groups and corporations.

One would think that this busy schedule and
numerous interests would be enough for one
man, but not so for Sri Chinmoy. An accom-
plished composer of music for choir and in-
struments with 13,000 songs composed in his
native Bengali and 7,000 in English, Sri
Chinmoy has performed his music free of
charge at over 750 concerts worldwide since
1984. Last year, to celebrate his 74th birthday,
he played his original compositions on 74 dif-
ferent pianos at an outdoor concert in Queens.

Senators Daniel Patrick Moynihan of New
York and Claiborne Pell of Rhode Island spon-
sored an art exhibit of Sri Chinmoy’s soul-bird
drawings in the Russell Rotunda of the U.S.
Senate in 1995.

All told, Sri Chinmoy has written 20,000
songs, taught 300 university lectures, authored
1,550 books, including 112,000 poems,
penned 15 million bird drawings, and com-
pleted 200,000 “Jharna-Kala” paintings
(“Fountain of Art” in his native Bengali).

He has dedicated his life to inspiring and
serving all those trying to make the world a
better place, whether ordinary citizens or
those entrusted with the stewardship of a na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, on this, the celebration of Sri
Chinmoy’s upcoming Diamond Jubilee 75th
birthday, | ask all my colleagues in the House
of Representatives to please join me as | wish
Sri Chinmoy success in the years ahead and
best wishes for a long and continuingly fruitful
life.

——
INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
CONGRATULATING THE NA-

TIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE
ON ITS 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, today | am
introducing a resolution congratulating the Na-
tional Library of Medicine on the occasion of
its 50th anniversary.

The National Library of Medicine, which is
located on the National Institutes of Health
campus and is in my Congressional district,
was created in 1956 by the National Library of
Medicine Act. Before 1956, the National Li-
brary of Medicine was known as the Armed
Forces Medical Library.

The National Library of Medicine provides
invaluable tools for medical librarians such as
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the Medical Librarian Association, health con-
sumers, and health professionals to support
information access and high-quality health
care. With its vast collections in all areas of
biomedicine and health care, the National Li-
brary of Medicine is the world’s largest med-
ical library with more than 8 million items.
Through its extramural grant programs, out-
reach programs, health information technology
research programs, and databases such as
Medline/PubMed Central and
ClinicalTrials.gov, the National Library of Medi-
cine works to provide the highest quality, most
relevant, and timely health information for
health professionals and health consumers.
Mr. Speaker, | salute the National Library of
Medicine on its 50th anniversary and com-

mend it for its leadership in the health
sciences information field.
——

THE “SWIFT APPROVAL, FULL
EVALUATION (SAFE) DRUG ACT”

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 2006

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the Swift Approval, Full Evaluation
(SAFE) Drug Act. This bill is designed to en-
sure that the FDA can balance the need to get
important life-saving drugs to the market
quickly while ensuring the drugs get the full
evaluation they need to ensure the safety of
those products. A strong postmarketing study
system allows the FDA to achieve a careful
balance between speed of approval and care-
ful scrutiny of the products. However, as both
the GAO and the Inspector General of HHS
recently reported, the system to ensure that
postmarketing studies are conducted and
completed is broken and the FDA has not
made reform a priority.

Postmarketing studies are important be-
cause they prevent death, detrimental reliance
and waste. They provide critical information
about the risks and benefits of a drug after it
has been approved and on the market. They
can also provide additional information about
optimal use of the product and what groups of
people are most likely to benefit (or not ben-
efit) from use. Since the long-term effects of
products are not usually studied prior to ap-
proval, postmarketing studies provide critical
information about the risks or benefits of long-
term use. Postmarketing studies allow the
FDA to approve drugs for to consumers who
need them quickly while ensuring that sci-
entists will continue to investigate the best
uses of the drug. These studies are particu-
larly important when, in the interest of speed-
ing drugs to consumers, the drugs are ap-
proved under the FDA’s accelerated approval
process.

In 1992, the Food and Drug Administration,
FDA, established a process that amounted to
a trade-off between its mission to ensure drug
safety and effectiveness and the need to
speed promising new drugs to market to in-
crease treatment options for life-threatening ill-
nesses. Called accelerated approval, this
process allows FDA to approve a drug on an
expedited basis using promising but limited in-
formation about its safety and effectiveness,
but only on the condition that the company
agrees to conduct further studies to confirm
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