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my parents meeting and raising their children
and will not repeat that today, but | will share
with you the many things that my father taught
his children and grandchildren.

Eugene built on his parent's commitment to
service. He served on the Pequot Lakes Pub-
lic School Board for 27 years, including the
period when it built an entirely new K-12 cam-
pus. He helped lead the committee to build a
new church building for St. Alice Catholic
Church. He helped my mother found what be-
came the largest 4-H Club in the county. As
a member of the Chamber of Commerce’s 4th
of July Committee, he helped build Pequot’s
Independence Day celebration into one of
Minnesota’s best.

He instilled in us a love of work. In 1947, he
began working at the First State Bank of
Murdock, where he remembers emptying the
spittoons and posting the daily numbers in pen
and ink in a general ledger as big as the
Guttenberg Bible perched on a high desk.
Later he worked at banks in Golva and
Hunter, North Dakota. Moving to Pequot
Lakes in 1961, Eugene joined the independent
insurance agency of Farmer's State Bank,
later Lakeland State Bank. The six employees
there shared one telephone and one type-
writer. The employees, just like in an old west-
ern movie, were barricaded behind bulletproof
glass and metal framing. The bank and agen-
cy grew rapidly in this resort community.

He taught us to give work your all. You got
more than insurance when Eugene was your
agent; you got conversation and advice. The
president of a large Minnesota company fond-
ly remembers getting car insurance as a kid
from Eugene. Eugene patiently explained why
the insurance on his old beater of a car cost
more than the car itself. He really appreciated
the way Eugene was genuinely interested in
him and took the time to simplify the mysteries
of insurance for a teenager.

He exhibited to his own children the need to
meet adversity head on. Just before his retire-
ment from the bank insurance agency in
Pequot Lakes, the FDIC came in one Friday
afternoon, shut the bank down, and reopened
it on Monday as a different bank. Having lost
his pension and with three of his seven kids
still at home and two more still in college, he
started anew. At age 65, he took his experi-
ence of inspecting properties for insurance
purposes, became a Certified Residential Real
Estate Appraiser and started a business as a
real estate appraiser, where he still works
today with two employees.

He taught us to listen. They say that every-
one can brighten up a room, some when they
enter, some when they leave. My father bright-
ens up a room when he enters, and then
never leaves. Some leave without saying
goodbye, my father says goodbye without
leaving. We were always the last to leave
church every Sunday.

My father taught us his trademark hand-
shake that he learned from his co-worker at
his first job. He passes on his technique to all
his grandkids—reach out your hand, lean for-
ward, look them in the eye with a smile on
your face and give a firm handshake. It is
nearly impossible for a visitor to attend St.
Alice Catholic Church in Pequot without meet-
ing Eugene Kennedy. Whenever | met people
in a three county area, the response often
was, “Oh, you're Gene’s boy.”

He demonstrated to us a love of family and
those whom others ignored. Eugene had two
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elderly first cousins, sisters who never married
and lived together in St. Paul—Fran and Mugs
Kenney. They both served in the military dur-
ing World War Il and both worked for West
Publishing. My father made a special point of
visiting them regularly and encouraged us to
do so as well. With so many children in our
family, major events sometimes were every-
day occurrences. But, | will still never forget
Debbie and | calling our parents to tell them
that we were getting married. After talking with
my mother, who was very excited, | ask my fa-
ther if he had any comments. His only com-
ment was, “Have you seen Fran and Mugs re-
cently?” Clearly, taking time to spend with
seniors and other often overlooked people
was a key value he instilled.

He passed down a love our lIrish heritage.
Kennedys are generally descended from Brian
Boru who defeated the Vikings in the Battle of
Clontarf in 1041, becoming the first king to
unite all Ireland. My father and | were both
born in a rural Minnesota town made up al-
most entirely of those of Irish descent.
Murdock’s sports teams were called the Irish.
It was a rare treat to be able to go in 1982
with him, my mother and my wife on the first
trip to Ireland by a Kennedy since Francis
Kennedy came to America from lIreland in
1848. Even though my children are less Irish
than |, they and their generation still inherited
Eugene’s infectious love of the Irish.

He taught us to love America. Our family
has two family days of obligation, when Ken-
nedy’s make every effort to return home—
Christmas Eve and the 4th of July—the birth-
days of our God and our Country. The 4th of
July is a very personal holiday for our family.
My father never made much money, but he
was proud of his country, proud of his commu-
nity, Pequot Lakes, in the heart of Minnesota’s
lakes country, and proud of his family. And the
4th of July, when tourists headed to Pequot
area lakes, is a celebration of all three for our
family. My father was in charge of the 4th of
July celebration at Pequot Lakes for many
years and we children were often roped in to
help. A few years back, we all gathered to
watch the parade and it was pouring rain, but
the parade went on. | will never forget seeing
my father sitting in his lawn chair after all the
prep work was done, at our customary spot
just down from the reviewing stand on the flat-
bed trailer, with his cowboy hat on that my
mother had tried repeatedly to take from him,
sopping wet, surrounded by his seven kids
and 27 grandkids, watching the parade go
by—the bands, the beauty queens, and then
standing up and putting his hand over his
heart as the veterans came marching down
the street carrying the stars and stripes with
the biggest smile | can ever remember seeing
on him. My father’s infectious spirit taught us
to live the spirit of the 4th of July every day—
family, community, a strong America and
Freedom.

He imparted on us the importance of prayer.
We regularly knelt down as a family to say the
Rosary, often upstairs by our family’s shrine to
the Infant Jesus of Prague. When my Hereford
cows Priscilla and Modesty got out and could
not be found, | distinctly remember praying
with him to St. Jude, the patron Saint of lost
causes, and thankfully they were found. You
can often find my father praying a Rosary by
his bed early in the morning when you wake
up, or if left alone for any period of time riding
in a car. | fondly remember him coming into
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our bedroom when we were young and saying
nightly prayers with my three brothers and me
who shared a bedroom.

Eugene Kennedy has been recognized for
his community service on a number of occa-
sions, including receiving the Big Heart Com-
munity Award in 1988, where people voted at
the Northern National Bank on their choice to
receive the award and being named Out-
standing Senior Citizen for Crow Wing County.
This year he also received a statewide ap-
praiser's award and recognition by the Min-
nesota Independent Insurance Agents for a
lifetime of achievement. Eugene continues to
be active in the community, starting a 50+
Club at St. Alice and serving on the advisory
board for the Minnesota Board on Aging.

Finally, on a lighthearted note, my father
taught us to love dessert. Every dinner had to
have dessert, even if that meant sharing a can
of pears. On the occasion of his 80th birthday,
| would like to recognize that my father’s life
has indeed been dessert for so many people
who upon meeting him get a break from hav-
ing to eat their vegetables and relish in his
rich sense of humor and focused attention on
them. Happy Birthday, Dad!

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 28, 2006

Mr. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to cast vote on the following legislative
measures on July 17 and July 18. If | was
present for rollcall votes for the following bills:

375 On motion to suspend the rules and
pass, as amended H. Res. 3085—To amend
the National Trails System Act to update the
feasibility and suitability study originally pre-
pared for the Trail of Tears National Historic
Trail and provide for the inclusion of new trail
segments, land components, and camp-
grounds associated with that trail, and for
other purposes.

376 On motion to suspend the rules and
pass, as amended H. Res. 3496—To amend
the National Capital Transportation Act of
1969 to authorize additional Federal contribu-
tions for maintaining and improving the transit
system of the Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority, and for other purposes

377 On motion to suspend the rules and
pass as amended H. Res. 3729—Federal Ju-
diciary Emergency Tolling Act

378 On passage H.J. Res. 88—Proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States relating to marriage

379 On motion to suspend the rules and
pass S. 3504—Fetus Farming Prohibition Act

380 On motion to suspend the rules and
pass S. 2754—Alternative Pluripotene Stem
Cell Therapies Enhancement Act

381 On motion to suspend the rules and
agree H. Res. 498—Supporting the goals and
ideals of School Bus Safety Week

| would have voted “yeas” on Nos. 375,
376, 377, 379, 381.

| would have voted “nays” on Nos. 378,
380.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-13T10:40:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




