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projects that will be beneficial to the
citizens of Nevada and our environ-
ment.

For example, an improvement we
make to current law relates to local
governments in Clark and Lincoln
Counties that use parks and trails
funds in the SNPLMA special account.
The localities are having difficulty
building approved parks and trails
projects. Local governments have to
front their own funds and seek reim-
bursement from the Bureau of Land
Management to build these projects. In
some cases, this means millions of dol-
lars that have to be borrowed or taken
from other programs. To help local
governments speed the development of
parks and trails, we propose to pay
local governments up front, elimi-
nating a cumbersome reimbursement
process. We can still maintain the fi-
nancial integrity of all expenditures.

Additionally, we have significantly
streamlined the affordable housing pro-
visions in current law. Our revisions
will make Federal land available at a
discount for workforce housing and im-
prove the lives of hard working fami-
lies across the state of Nevada.

For new expenditure categories, we
have taken great care to propose using
the SNPLMA special account for crit-
ical needs, and in particular, for
projects and initiatives that have
broad support from the environmental
and conservation community. We pro-
pose a clean water project for Lake
Mead in southern Nevada and haz-
ardous fuels reduction programs for
two of the most heavily visited and fire
prone areas in Nevada: Lake Tahoe and
the Spring Mountains. We seek to con-
serve Colorado River water through the
buyback of turf from public entities.
Eighty five percent of the special ac-
count is now used for environmental
and recreational purposes. We do not
seek to break from the purposes for
which SNPLMA was established in
1998; doing so would be controversial
and harm the prospects of the passage
of this bill.

The White Pine County Conserva-
tion, Recreation, and Development Act
is the culmination of 2 years of hard
work and spirited debate. Our staffs
have worked together closely and have
made visits to and held meetings in
White Pine County on numerous occa-
sions. We have received thousands of
comments and useful suggestions from
people across Nevada. This bill touches
every corner of our beautiful State,
and I am proud to have been part of
this endeavor. I look forward to work-
ing with my colleagues and interested
parties to improve this bill as nec-
essary.

In summary, under title I, the bill
authorizes the disposal of up to 45,000
acres of BLM land in White Pine Coun-
ty. Distributes proceeds through a
White Pine special account.

Under title II, the bill designates
roughly 545,000 acres of wilderness in 13
new wilderness areas and adds wilder-
ness to two areas established in 1989.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The White Pine County Commission
supported approximately 500,000 acres.
Standard language is included stating
primacy of Nevada water laws in wil-
derness areas. Wildlife water develop-
ments are protected in wilderness
areas.

Under title III, the bill transfers ap-
proximately 645 acres to the Fish and
Wildlife Service to be managed as part
of the Ruby Lake National Wildlife
Refuge. In lieu of expanding the size of
Great Basin National Park and in an
effort to simplify land management
and protect lands near Great Basin Na-
tional Park, the bill transfers 117,000
acres from the Forest Service to the
BLM. Of this amount, 54,400 acres are
withdrawn from mineral entry and
other form of entry. Motorized access
is confined to existing routes. This
withdrawal language does not intend
for the withdrawal area to be managed
as an NCA, but it will likely require an
update of the Resource Management
Plan after the transfer of administra-
tive jurisdiction is completed. It is also
intended through bill language that
the BLM honor existing permits and
cooperative agreements approved by
the Forest Service.

Under title IV, the bill conveys Fed-
eral lands to expand two existing Ne-
vada State parks: Cave Lake State
Park and the Ward Charcoal Ovens
State Park. The bill also conveys land
to expand the Steptoe Valley Wildlife
Management Area. Finally, the bill
conveys Federal lands for the expan-
sion of the Ely Airport and industrial
park, with certain restrictions.

Under title V, the bill authorizes a 3-
year study for a possible extension of
the Silver State Highway Off-Highway
Vehicle Trail from Lincoln County
through White Pine County. The route
may only be designated if the Sec-
retary determines that there would not
be significant impacts to natural, or
cultural resources, and wildlife. While
the bill provides the Secretary with
discretion, it is my view that providing
a designated route for motorized use
can actually preserve resources and
wildlife in areas that are not appro-
priate for motorized use.

Under title VI, the bill expands the
Ely Shoshone Tribal Reservation by
3,500 acres. Extensive negotiations con-
cerning the ownership of land just
south of Ely strived to equitably bal-
ance the future expansion needs of the
city of Ely with the economic develop-
ment needs of the tribe.

Under title VII, the bill authorizes
funding from the Southern Nevada
Public Land Management Act to be
used for the Eastern Nevada Landscape
Project. The project will improve land-
scape restoration projects that reduce
the risk of fire, prevent the
endangerment of species, and improve
watersheds.

Under title VIII, this title signifi-
cantly amends the Southern Nevada
Public Land Management Act of 1998,
SNPLMA, to improve the effectiveness
of the act, while proposing new con-
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servation-oriented expenditure
egories from the special account.

Specifically, for SNPLMA special ac-
count expenditure categories, the bill
provides new authority for (1) the ex-
pansion of the Southern Nevada Water
Authority’s water saving ‘Cash for
Grass’ program to public entities for
permanent turf removal; (2) the imple-
mentation of the Clark County Multi-
Species Habitat Conservation Program,
as was intended by the authors of
SNPLMA; (3) the Clean Water Coali-
tion’s Lake Mead and Las Vegas Wash
water quality pipeline project; (4) two
comprehensive, 10-year hazardous fuels
and fire prevention plans for the Spring
Mountains and the Lake Tahoe Basin—
including adjacent areas in Nevada
along the Carson Range; (5) Nevada
State Parks in Clark County to access
parks and trails funding from the spe-
cial account; (6) the Bureau of Land
Management to clear and protect lands
designated for sale in the Las Vegas
Valley, alleviating the dumping prob-
lem; and (7) a one-time park/trails/nat-
ural area nomination in Washoe Coun-
ty—remainder of Ballardini Ranch
lands offered by a willing seller.

For SNPLMA improvements, the bill
streamlines the current law’s afford-
able housing provisions that make Fed-
eral land available in Nevada at a dis-
count. SNPLMA’s current ceiling of
serving persons not more than 80 per-
cent of median income has been lifted
to 120 percent, and future BLM land
auctions of more than 200 acres in the
Las Vegas Valley will require housing
builders to set aside at least 5 percent
of the units for affordable housing as
defined by SNPLMA. The bill also
speeds the progress of local govern-
ments’ parks and trails projects by re-
placing a cumbersome reimbursement
system, which constrains the financial
ability of local governments to finance
projects, with a requirement that local
governments be paid up front.

Under title IX, this title establishes
the Great Basin National Heritage
Route. The House and Senate have
each approved legislation designating
this National Heritage Route; however,
the bill has not reached the President
for final approval. Designation of the
Route will ensure the protection of key
educational and recreational opportu-
nities in White Pine County and neigh-
boring Millard County, UT.

———

COSPONSORSHIP OF S. 3709

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, on July
24 the majority leader placed a list of
the Senators who had sought to be co-
sponsors of S. 3709, the United States-
India Peaceful Atomic Energy Coopera-
tion Act, into the RECORD.

I ask unanimous consent that an up-
dated list of those who wish to be listed
as cosponsors be printed in the RECORD
at this time.

Senators LUGAR, BIDEN, HAGEL,
CHAFEE, ALLEN, COLEMAN, VOINOVICH,
ALEXANDER, SUNUNU, MURKOWSKI, MAR-
TINEZ, DODD, KERRY, NELSON, OBAMA,
CORNYN, BAYH, and HUTCHISON.
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