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Arnold Andrews;

Anne Marie Bailey;

Bobbie Benton;

Jesse Clark Benton;

Carole Bizzack;

George Brunacini;

Brian Byrd;

Jeffrey Clay;

Diane Combs;

Homer Combs;

Fenton Dawson;

Thomas Fahey;

Mike Finley;

Clarence Wayne (‘‘C.W.”’) Fortney II;

Wade Bartley (‘‘Bart’’) Frederick;

Hollie Gilbert;

Erik Harris;

Kelly Heyer;

Jonathan Walton Hooker;

Scarlett Parsley Hooker;

Priscilla Johnson;

Nahoko Kono;

Tetsuya Kono;

Charles Lykins;

Dan Mallory;

Steve McElravy;

Lynda McKee;

Bobby Meaux;

Kaye Craig Morris;

Leslie Morris II;

Cecile Moscoe;

Judy Ann Rains;

Michael N. Ryan;

Mary Jane Silas;

Pat Smith;

Timothy K. Snoddy;

Marcie Thomason;

Greg Threet;

Randy Towles;

Larry Turner;

Victoria Washington;

Jeff Williams;

Paige Winters;

Bryan Woodward;

JoAnn Wright; and

Betty Young;

(2) conveys the most sincere condolences of
the citizens of the United States to the fami-
lies, friends, and communities of the victims;

(3) recognizes the rescue and safety work-
ers, medical personnel, and Federal, State,
and local officials who—

(A) responded to the tragedy; and

(B) are working—

(i) to uncover the causes of that tragedy;
and

(ii) to prevent future accidents; and

(4) commends the volunteers, counselors,
and clergy who provided support to families
during the difficult days that followed Au-
gust 27, 2006.

———

UNITED STATES-POLAND PAR-
LIAMENTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE
PROGRAM ACT OF 2006

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 455, S. 2200.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 2200) to establish a United States-
Poland Parliamentary Youth Exchange Pro-
gram, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with amend-
ments, as follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are shown in boldface brack-
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ets and the parts of the bill intended to
be inserted are shown in italic.)
S. 2200

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of
Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“United
States-Poland Parliamentary Youth Ex-
change Program Act of 2006°".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The United States established diplo-
matic relations with the newly-formed Pol-
ish Republic in April 1919.

(2) The United States and Poland have
enjoyed close bilateral relations since 1989.

(3) Poland became a member of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in
March 1999.

(4) Poland became a member of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) in May 2004.

(5) Poland has been a strong supporter,
both diplomatically and militarily, of efforts
led by the United States to combat global
terrorism and has contributed troops to the
United States-led coalitions in both Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

(6) Poland cooperates closely with the
United States on such issues as democratiza-
tion, nuclear proliferation, human rights, re-
gional cooperation in Eastern Europe, and
reform of the United Nations.

(7) The United States and Poland seek to
ensure enduring ties between both govern-
ments and societies.

(8) It is important to invest in the youth
of the United States and Poland in order to
help ensure long-lasting ties between both
societies.

(9) It is in the interest of the United
States to preserve a United States presence
in Europe and to continue to contribute to
the development of transatlantic relation-
ships.

(10) Poland for many years received
international and United States financial as-
sistance and is now determined to invest its
own resources toward attaining its shared
desire with the United States to develop
international cooperation.

SEC. 3. UNITED STATES-POLAND PARLIAMEN-
TARY YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORITY.—The [President, acting
through the Secretary of State and] Sec-
retary of State, in cooperation with the Gov-
ernment of Poland, may establish and carry
out a parliamentary exchange program for
youth of the United States and Poland.

(b) DESIGNATION.—The youth exchange
program carried out under this subsection
shall be known as the ‘“United States-Poland
Parliamentary Youth Exchange Program”.

(c) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the youth
exchange program is to demonstrate to the
youth of the United States and Poland the
benefits of friendly cooperation between the
United States and Poland based on common
political and cultural values.

(d) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—An indi-
vidual is eligible for participation in the
youth exchange program if the individual—

(1) is a citizen or national of the United
States or of Poland;

(2) is under the age of 19 years;

(3) is a student who is enrolled and in
good standing at a secondary school in the
United States or Poland;

(4) has been accepted for up to one aca-
demic year of study in a program of study
abroad approved for credit at such school;
and

(5) meets any other qualifications that
the [President] Secretary of State may estab-
lish for purposes of the program.

(¢) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—Under the
youth exchange program, eligible partici-
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pants selected for participation in the pro-
gram shall—

(1) live in and attend a public secondary
school in the host country for a period of one
academic year;

(2) while attending public school in the
host country, undertake academic studies in
the host country, with particular emphasis
on the history, constitution, and political
development of the host country;

(3) be eligible, either during or after the
completion of such academic studies, for an
internship in an appropriate position in the
host country; and

(4) engage in such other activities as the
President considers appropriate to achieve
the purpose of the program.

[(f) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER AUTHORI-
TIES.—The President may utilize the au-
thorities and procedures set out in title VIII
of the United States Information and Edu-
cational Exchange Act of 1948 (22 U.S.C. 1471
et seq.) to establish and carry out the youth
exchange program.]

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.

The Secretary of State shall submit to
[Congress] the Committee on Foreign Relations
of the Senate and the Committee on Inter-
national Relations of the House of Representa-
tives an annual report on the United States-
Poland Parliamentary Youth Exchange Pro-
gram established under this Act. Each an-
nual report shall include—

(1) information on the implementation of
the Program during the preceding year:

(2) the number of participants in the Pro-
gram during such year;

(3) the names and locations of the sec-
ondary schools in the United States and Po-
land attended by such participants;

(4) a description of the areas of study of
such participants during their participation
in the Program;

(5) a description of any internships taken
by such participants during their participa-
tion in the Program; and

(6) a description of any other activities
such participants carried out during their
participation in the Program.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to
be appropriated for the Department of State
for fiscal year 2007 such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out the youth exchange pro-
gram authorized by this Act.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts authorized
to be appropriated by subsection (a) shall re-
main available until expended.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendments be agreed
to, the bill, as amended, be read the
third time and passed, the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, and
any statements related to the bill be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendments were
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2200), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed, as follows:

S. 2200

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United
States-Poland Parliamentary Youth Ex-
change Program Act of 2006°".

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.
Congress makes the following findings:
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(1) The United States established diplo-
matic relations with the newly-formed Pol-
ish Republic in April 1919.

(2) The United States and Poland have en-
joyed close bilateral relations since 1989.

(3) Poland became a member of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in
March 1999.

(4) Poland became a member of the Euro-
pean Union (EU) in May 2004.

(56) Poland has been a strong supporter,
both diplomatically and militarily, of efforts
led by the United States to combat global
terrorism and has contributed troops to the
United States-led coalitions in both Afghani-
stan and Iraq.

(6) Poland cooperates closely with the
United States on such issues as democratiza-
tion, nuclear proliferation, human rights, re-
gional cooperation in Eastern Europe, and
reform of the United Nations.

(7) The United States and Poland seek to
ensure enduring ties between both govern-
ments and societies.

(8) It is important to invest in the youth of
the United States and Poland in order to
help ensure long-lasting ties between both
societies.

(9) It is in the interest of the United States
to preserve a United States presence in Eu-
rope and to continue to contribute to the de-
velopment of transatlantic relationships.

(10) Poland for many years received inter-
national and United States financial assist-
ance and is now determined to invest its own
resources toward attaining its shared desire
with the United States to develop inter-
national cooperation.

SEC. 3. UNITED STATES-POLAND PARLIAMEN-
TARY YOUTH EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of State, in
cooperation with the Government of Poland,
may establish and carry out a parliamentary
exchange program for youth of the United
States and Poland.

(b) DESIGNATION.—The youth exchange pro-
gram carried out under this subsection shall
be known as the ““United States-Poland Par-
liamentary Youth Exchange Program’.

(c) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the youth ex-
change program is to demonstrate to the
youth of the United States and Poland the
benefits of friendly cooperation between the
United States and Poland based on common
political and cultural values.

(d) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—An individual
is eligible for participation in the youth ex-
change program if the individual—

(1) is a citizen or national of the United
States or of Poland;

(2) is under the age of 19 years;

(3) is a student who is enrolled and in good
standing at a secondary school in the United
States or Poland;

(4) has been accepted for up to one aca-
demic year of study in a program of study
abroad approved for credit at such school;
and

(5) meets any other qualifications that the
Secretary of State may establish for pur-
poses of the program.

(e) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—Under the youth
exchange program, eligible participants se-
lected for participation in the program
shall—

(1) live in and attend a public secondary
school in the host country for a period of one
academic year;

(2) while attending public school in the
host country, undertake academic studies in
the host country, with particular emphasis
on the history, constitution, and political
development of the host country;

(3) be eligible, either during or after the
completion of such academic studies, for an
internship in an appropriate position in the
host country; and
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(4) engage in such other activities as the
President considers appropriate to achieve
the purpose of the program.

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.

The Secretary of State shall submit to the
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on International Re-
lations of the House of Representatives an
annual report on the United States-Poland
Parliamentary Youth Exchange Program es-
tablished under this Act. Each annual report
shall include—

(1) information on the implementation of
the Program during the preceding year:

(2) the number of participants in the Pro-
gram during such year;

(3) the names and locations of the sec-
ondary schools in the United States and Po-
land attended by such participants;

(4) a description of the areas of study of
such participants during their participation
in the Program;

(5) a description of any internships taken
by such participants during their participa-
tion in the Program; and

(6) a description of any other activities
such participants carried out during their
participation in the Program.

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be
appropriated for the Department of State for
fiscal year 2007 such sums as may be nec-
essary to carry out the youth exchange pro-
gram authorized by this Act.

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts authorized to
be appropriated by subsection (a) shall re-
main available until expended.

————

UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR
FOR ASEAN AFFAIRS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to immediate consideration of
S. 2697.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2697) to establish the position of
the United States Ambassador for ASEAN.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations, with amend-
ments, as follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
inserted are shown in italic.)

S. 2697

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘United
States Ambassador for ASEAN Affairs Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (referred to in this Act as “ASEAN”)
was established in 1967, with an initial mem-
bership of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Phil-
ippines, Singapore, and Thailand.

(2) ASEAN is committed to accelerating
economic growth, social progress, cultural
development and regional peace and sta-
bility.

(3) The membership of ASEAN has ex-
panded to 10 countries since its establish-
ment in 1967.

(4) The United States seeks to maintain
and further develop a constructive and cor-
dial relationship with ASEAN.
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(5) The countries comprising ASEAN—

(A) constitute the 3rd largest export mar-
ket for United States products;

(B) have received nearly $90,000,000,000 in
direct investment from United States
sources; and

(C) are developing an integrated free trade
area.

(6) Trade between the United States and
the countries comprising ASEAN totals ap-
proximately $130,000,000,000.

(7) ASEAN continues to contribute to re-
gional stability in East Asia and has
partnered with the United States to combat
global terror.

(8) In 2006, approximately 38,000 students
from the countries comprising ASEAN were
studying in the United States.

(9) The countries comprising ASEAN share
a common concern with the United States
regarding—

(A) the spread of avian influenza and other
diseases; and

(B) environmental issues, such as the pres-
ervation of biodiversity and the prevention
of illegal logging.

(10) It is in the long-term interest of the
United States to maintain and expand a rela-
tionship with ASEAN.

(11) The United States does not have an
Ambassador to ASEAN, which limits the
ability of the United States and ASEAN to
respond quickly and appropriately to events
of mutual interest.

SEC. 3. UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR FOR
ASEAN.

(a) APPOINTMENT.—There is established in
the Department of State the position of
United States Ambassador for ASEAN Af-
fairs, who shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent, subject to the advice and consent of
the Senate.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that a Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for East Asia and the Pacific should
be designated as the Ambassador for ASEAN
Affairs.

Amend the title so as to read: “To estab-
lish the position of the United States Ambas-
sador for ASEAN Affairs.”.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendments be agreed
to, the bill, as amended, be read the
third time and passed, the title amend-
ment be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, and
any statements be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee amendments were
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2697), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

S. 2697

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘United
States Ambassador for ASEAN Affairs Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (referred to in this Act as ‘“ASEAN”)
was established in 1967, with an initial mem-
bership of Indonesia, Malaysia, the Phil-
ippines, Singapore, and Thailand.

(2) ASEAN is committed to accelerating
economic growth, social progress, cultural
development and regional peace and sta-
bility.
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