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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable JOHN
E. SUNUNU, a Senator from the State of
New Hampshire.

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
prayer will be offered by Father Costa
Christo of the Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox Church, Wilmington, DE.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Be mindful, O Lord, of our civil au-
thorities, of our Armed Forces by land,
sea and air and of these God-crowned
United States of America. Grant us
peaceful times that we may lead a
calm and tranquil life in all godliness
and sanctity. Teach us to put away all
bitterness and misunderstanding, all
hatred and prejudice, that we may
draw together as one family in Your
caring embrace.

Bless and grant perfect health of
mind and body to our esteemed Sen-
ators. Oversee them and protect them
from every evil, adverse encounter, and
distress. Direct their thoughts, Lord,
in the way of truth, that they may
enact, order, and enforce those things
that are true, those things that are
pure, those things that are just, tend-
ing toward all excellence and virtue.
Grant unto them Your divine grace for
their enlightenment to govern and lead
the people of this Nation in the ways of
righteousness.

Indeed, let them be Your instruments
to bless our Nation and the entire
world. For to You belong the kingdom,
the power, and the glory, forever more.
Amen.

——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. STEVENS).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, September 7, 2006.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable JOHN E. SUNUNU, a
Senator from the State of New Hampshire,
to perform the duties of the Chair.

TED STEVENS,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SUNUNU thereupon assumed the

chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
———
SCHEDULE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this morn-
ing the first 30 minutes of session will
be devoted to a morning business pe-
riod for Senators to make statements.
Shortly after 10 a.m., we will resume
our work on the Defense appropriations
bill. We worked into the evening last
night and voted on a couple of the
pending amendments. Therefore, we
will finish the bill during today’s ses-
sion. The two managers can update us
when we return to the bill, but it is my
hope we can finish the bill early today
and move on to other business. I know
I can speak for the chairman and say it
is imperative we do not delay this de-
fense funding bill any longer and we
move toward passage quickly.

Several committees have been meet-
ing on the issue of port security. We
should be ready to begin that impor-

tant Homeland Security bill next. We
will have further updates during to-
day’s session as to the timing of fin-
ishing the Defense bill as well as the
next order of business.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

ACTING PRESIDENT pro tempore.
Under the previous order, the leader-
ship time is reserved.

———

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there is
now a period of 30 minutes for the
transaction of morning business, with
the first half of the time under the con-
trol of the minority leader or his des-
ignee and the second half of the time
under the control of the majority lead-

er or his designee.
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The Senator from Delaware.

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise this
morning as a point of personal privi-
lege to welcome a friend and leader in
our community in Wilmington, DE. Fa-
ther Christo opened the Senate in pray-
er this morning. It may be the only
time the entire Greek community in
Wilmington, DE, was tuned in to C-
SPAN as we opened up the morning
session. I want this Senate to know and
I hope my colleagues will get a chance
to meet Father Christo.

Many who were raised with a paro-
chial education got an opportunity to
meet religious teachers. The kind of
guy one always looked for was Father.
Father is a guy whom everyone knew
was much smarter than you. You knew
he was probably a better athlete than
you were. You knew he had thought
through whatever you were thinking of
before you thought it. And you also
knew you could go to him whenever
you needed help.
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That is the role he continues to play
with an adult parish in one of the most
active communities in my State. The
Greek-American community is small
in our State, but it is extremely vi-
brant. Similar to many communities,
the heart and soul of it is the church.
The heart and soul of it is not only the
spiritual center of the community, it is
the political center of the community.
I mean that in a nonpartisan way. It is
the social center of the community. It
is the community. It is the embodi-
ment of community.

We have very important business this
morning, and I will yield to my distin-
guished colleague, Senator CARPER.

I can say to Father, it is an honor to
have him here this morning. I hope he
has an even greater impression than I
know he possessed when he came, of
the majesty of this place. This is the
people’s Chamber. They talk about the
people’s House, this building, this Sen-
ate, all of the Capitol. Every time peo-
ple come to visit, I remind them that
this belongs to them. This is theirs. We
are only here as hired hands for a
while. I hope Father takes back to his
parish the notion that there is an awful
lot of good that can be done here.

I am delighted he took the time this
morning to remind us of the relation-
ship between temple, Government, and
the spiritual leadership that comes di-
rectly and immediately from God. I
thank him for that. I thank him for his
generosity and leadership back home in
our community beyond Holy Trinity.
Thank you very much.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Delaware.

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I add a
couple of comments to the words of our
colleague, Senator BIDEN, in welcoming
Father Christo to the Senate Chamber
today.

We are proud of our Constitution.
Delaware was the first State to ratify
the Constitution of our country. The
Constitution calls for separation of
church and state. Some people may
find, given that as our heritage, it is
unusual we begin each of our sessions
in the Senate with an opening prayer.

Today, we are honored for all in
Delaware, for everybody in the Greek
community in our State, and everyone
in the country, to be able to welcome
one of our own to open the Senate in
prayer.

I am struck by the number of times
I talk to people in my State and
around the country who say: We pray
for you—not just me as an individual
but for us as a collective body, as we
meet. I always say: We welcome your
prayers; keep praying. We certainly
need those prayers.

I asked my staff to give me a little
bit of background on Father, to say a
few words. I have 10 pages of accom-
plishments. What a remarkable tale of
accomplishment—and still a young
pup.

I am honored you are here. Thank
you for coming and starting our day on
the right foot.
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I would say to those people from
other States, in talking to the Pre-
siding Officer before the session began,
he was asking where the Greek Church
is in our State. If you come through
Delaware on I-95, and a lot of people
do, in the early part of June, you get
off on Pennsylvania Avenue and head
north a couple of blocks, make a left
turn on Broom Street, you will find the
Greek Church. They hold a great fes-
tival there. It is not only a church
where people go for their souls, but
three nights in the early part of June
you can go there and enjoy great Greek
food, dance, and drink. It is a wonder-
ful time of fellowship with people who
are Greek their whole lives and people
who are Greek for a night or two.

We are honored by your presence, Fa-
ther, and thank you for embracing us
and thank you for your warm and won-
derful prayer.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Montana.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for 15 minutes to
speak in morning business.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

CPL PHILLIP BAUCUS

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, west of
Baghdad in Iraq’s Al Anbar Province,
the 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance
Battalion of the 1lst Marine Division
rested for the night. On Saturday, June
29, a suicide bomber crashed his vehicle
into a barrack. The structure col-
lapsed. Four marines died. Among
them was a 28-year-old corporal named
Phillip Baucus. He is my nephew.

When I first took my wife Wanda to
the family ranch many years ago,
about 23, young Phillip, 5 or 6 years
old, received Wanda. He walked up to
Wanda and said: Wanda, welcome to
the ranch. He had a wildflower in his
hand and he gave it to Wanda. That is
how he was.

Wanda and I had the sad duty at
Dover Air Force Base to receive Phil-
lip’s casket. When we asked, they said,
no, we could not touch his casket, but
they reconsidered—the colonel did—
and said, yes, it was all right for
Wanda and let Wanda touch Phillip’s
casket. Beneath the flag that draped
the casket, Wanda slipped a wildflower.
That is how she is. North of Helena, in
Montana’s Lewis and Clark County,
Phillip came to his final rest. On the
afternoon of Sunday, August 6, more
than 500 Montanans gathered under the
willow trees of the family ranch to re-
member Phillip.

A Chinook helicopter flew overhead,
a massive American flag draped below
it. White doves were released into the
sky. A Dbagpipe played ‘‘Amazing
Grace,” and the ‘“‘Marine Corps Hymn.”
Bugles played ‘Taps.” The funeral
ended with a family tradition, a tradi-
tion that Phillip loved. We packed 2
pounds of black gunpowder, fired an
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anvil weighing about 60 pounds several
hundred feet into the air. It fell to the
ground with a heavy thud.

Marines folded the flag that had cov-
ered Phillip’s casket into a triangle
and handed it to his widow Katherine.
Phillip and Katherine had been married
at that very same place less than a
year before. Phillip’s Marine colleague,
Sergeant Raymond Rios, spoke to Phil-
lip saying: ‘‘Baucus, you will always be
here with every shadow, the sun shin-
ing and the trees blowing.”

My brother John and I planted two
trees there a few weeks ago on the
ranch in memory of Phillip. They will
blow in the winds and grow in the sun
there in his memory. It was at that
ranch where he was laid to rest on the
same mountain where my father lies.

In the days since, I have been moved
by the hundreds of handwritten notes I
have received from Montanans, friends,
and colleagues. I have been moved by
these many tributes. In the Native
American culture there is no greater
honor than dying for your community,
being a warrior. American Indians have
answered this country’s call to service
in numbers far greater than their fair
share of the population. When injured
or killed in war, Native American serv-
ice men and women are honored as fall-
en warriors. Their praises are sung be-
fore every powwow and special occa-
sion.

I visited several Indian tribes last
August. Time after time, I was honored
when the tribal leaders honored Phillip
as a fallen warrior. Following one trib-
al council meeting, an elderly grand-
mother asked if she could honor Phil-
lip. She told me she had two grandsons
in Iraq. She wanted to express her con-
dolences to my family. She had made a
quilt with the American flags inter-
spersed throughout the quilt for the
fallen warrior. She asked me to turn
around. And reaching on her tiptoes,
she draped the quilt around my shoul-
ders. Then she embraced me.

(The remarks of Mr. BAUCUS per-
taining to the introduction of S. 3865
are located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. BAUCUS. I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The minority leader.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, coinciden-
tally, coming to the floor this morning,
I signed two letters of condolences to
families, one in northern Nevada—Sil-
ver Springs, NV—and one in Las Vegas,
NV, to parents who lost young men in
Iraq during the last week or so. I have
signed lots of these letters for Nevad-
ans, but signing one of these letters in
the future will never be the same after
listening to my friend from Montana.

When I first learned of Phillip’s
death, I said on the Senate floor: MAX
BAucuUSs has a son. I know him, a won-
derful young man. But this nephew of
Senator BAUCUS was like his second
son. So in the future, when I sign these
letters, I will think of MAX BAUCUS be-
cause it is easy, it is human nature, to
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feel sorrow when we sign these letters
and see these names—approaching
2,700—but when you have actually ex-
perienced the loss, I know, having wit-
nessed the distress my friend has gone
through, I repeat, signing that letter to
one of these families will never be the
same.

So I say to Senator BAUCUS, who is
part of the Senate family, one of the
senior Members of the Senate, the
thoughts of every Senator go out to
you, MAX. And you did today what
your heart said you should do. I wish
we could convey to everyone in Amer-
ica, through you, what is going on in
our country and what sacrifices fami-
lies are making. We have to make their
sacrifices stand for something.

Again, it is wonderful to have MAX
BAucUs as our friend. And more espe-
cially to me, on a personal note, it is
important he is my friend.

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I thank
my very good friend from Nevada. I
thank you very much. And I thank all
my colleagues very much. We are one
big family here in the Senate and in
the country, and we are a great coun-
try. We will see our way through all
this.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from North Dakota.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, we have
just heard a very powerful and moving
statement from the senior Senator
from Montana, and we all understand
he has suffered a deep and personal
loss. I heard about the very close rela-
tionship Senator BAUCUS had with the
nephew he lost, and he should know
that his friends and his colleagues
share that loss, that we grieve with
him and we grieve with the family,
that we especially appreciate the very
moving statement he made.

It is our obligation—it is our obliga-
tion—to make certain these losses
mean something and that, in the end,
our country is successful against this
threat.

I think every Member of this Cham-
ber recognizes there is a real threat to
our Nation and that we owe a deep debt
of gratitude to those who answer the
country’s call, who come forward and
serve when they are asked. This Nation
owes much to those who have sac-
rificed, and we should never forget it.

Senator BAUCUS, you should know
that your friends and your colleagues—
this is a family—mourn with you and
grieve with you and your family.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time for morning business allotted to
the minority has expired. The majority
controls 15 minutes.

Who seeks time?

The Senator from Kentucky.

——
NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I rise

today to discuss the issue of national

security. Safety and security of the
American people must be our Govern-
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ment’s top priority, and we must not
lose sight of the threat that faces our
Nation. As we approach the anniver-
sary of the attacks of September 11,
2001, T wish to remind all Americans
that these were acts of war against the
United States.

Since then, the United States and
our coalition partners have fought
back.

Despite what some might say, we
have seen many successes. We have dis-
mantled al-Qaida’s terrorist network in
Afghanistan and helped democracy rise
in its place.

We are working with our allies to se-
cure a united, stable, and democratic
Iraq.

We have led an international cam-
paign against terrorist financing, freez-
ing over $1.5 billion in terrorist assets
in the United States alone.

Since September 11, there have been
no terrorist attacks or acts on Amer-
ican soil. Our intelligence system has
prevented 15 major terrorist plots that
we know of and likely many others
that are undisclosed. We have con-
victed over 261 defendants in terrorism-
related cases and charged more than
180 others.

While we are continually working to
make America safer, we still face seri-
ous threats from our enemies both at
home and abroad.

To win the war against the Islamic
fascists, we need an effective intel-
ligence system that is lawful but also
provides us with the necessary infor-
mation to prevent attacks before they
occur.

Only last month we were once again
reminded that there are people out
there who want to kill us and what we
stand for. Fortunately, with the help of
our British allies, we were able to pre-
vent the terrorists from killing inno-
cent civilians. These threats are real,
this war is real, and the outcome will
be determined by the action of our
Congress and our people, and it will de-
termine the future of our Nation.

This war is unlike any other war we
have ever fought. It is both a battle of
arms and a battle of ideas. This war of
ideology is not an easy one and re-
quires an advancement of freedom.

I know it is often difficult to turn on
the news and hear reports from Iraq
and Afghanistan and question what
type of effective democracy we have in
place. Have we so quickly forgotten the
image 9 months ago of Iraqis waving
their blue fingers in the air after they
had voted in the first free elections in
their nation’s history? Have we forgot-
ten the images of women and children
sitting in classrooms in Afghanistan,
free to learn without the fear of perse-
cution or execution?

These are images I will never forget.
They are images of democracy at work.

Just this morning we saw democracy
at work when coalition forces in Iraq
handed over control of the Iraqi armed
forces to the Iraqi Government.

Effective democracies do take time
and hard work. They cannot be created
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overnight, but in the end they combat
the ideology of Islamic fascists.

These terrorists recognize this and
because of it are willing to kill inno-
cent people to stop the spread of free-
dom.

I urge my colleagues not to let them
succeed in their efforts and to join me
in maintaining a united front against
these terrorist nations and the terror-
ists across the world as we press ahead
with important national security legis-
lation in the coming weeks.

While we may disagree about dif-
ferent policies in our war against these
terrorists, we must not lose sight of
what is at stake for our country. We
owe it to future generations—my 35
grandkids, 4 great-grandkids, 9 chil-
dren, and their spouses—we owe it to
all Americans because the cost of fail-
ure is too great.

I, for one, will not back down from
the challenges and look forward to
working with my colleagues on this
matter.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). The Senator from Mississippi.

Mr. COCHRAN. Madam President, I
am pleased to join my colleague from
Kentucky in commenting this morning
during morning business on our efforts
to protect against the continuing
threats to our Nation, specifically pro-
tecting ourselves against the con-
tinuing threat from terrorists.

I am pleased to see President Bush in
recent days presenting to the American
people and the world what the facts
are, what we have achieved in our ef-
forts to defend our country against the
terrorist acts and to protect against
those who would harm American citi-
zens around the world.

I am pleased to see that we have the
strong leadership of the President on
this issue and those who are working
with him in the administration to
carry out his policies and the policies
we have identified here to support
through votes in the Senate and the
House.

Secretary Rumsfeld has come under a
lot of criticism recently. Many people
have been making speeches, calling for
his resignation. I think he has done a
good job. I think he has been a solid
performer to carry out the mission
that we have to perform to succeed in
the war on terror.

The Congress has approved appro-
priations bills, authorizations for the
work that is being done in this very
difficult and challenging area. We now
have before us in the Senate another
appropriations bill providing funds for
the Department of Defense. We have a
bill that has been approved by our Ap-
propriations Committee funding the
Department of Homeland Security. In
both of these measures, we have out-
lined an aggressive effort that should
be carried out by our Government to
protect our country, and the efforts
that we have made and the administra-
tion has made are working. They are
doing a great job.



S9074

Recent events in England have shown
us how difficult the challenge is for
other countries and how sometimes
preemptive and decisive action is need-
ed in order to protect the citizens of
England and our country as well. We
applaud the close working relationship
we have with them. We benefit from
their efforts, and we are grateful to
them for the courage and the skill they
have shown in this war on terror.

The Congress should continue to sup-
port the administration, not take ad-
vantage of opportunities for political
bickering, partisan nitpicking—what-
ever one might want to call it. I think
we need to take a higher ground in this
debate and discussion of what our op-
tions are for protecting our country
and our people. We don’t need the con-
stant drumbeat of partisan criticism
against the President and the Sec-
retary of Defense.

I think we should consider instead
the impressive success of our soldiers,
their courage, and the courage of their
leaders and the skill of their leaders in
mobilizing the resources of our country
to guarantee success in the war on ter-
ror.

Just consider what is going on in Iraq
right now. Madam President, under the
leadership of President Bush and Sec-
retary of Defense Rumsfeld and GEN
George Casey, our outstanding com-
mander who is responsible for the mul-
tinational force that is in Iraq today,
we are successfully helping Iraq orga-
nize, equip, and train their forces so
they can take care of their own secu-
rity interests.

Iraqi security forces are now in the
lead and responsible for almost 75 per-
cent of the military obligations and
challenges that are faced today in Iraq.

There are currently 5 Iraqi divisions,
26 brigades, and 88 battalions that are
in the lead in their areas of responsi-
bility in Iraq.

More and more of the land area in
Iraq is now under the control of Iraqi’s
own security forces, supported, of
course, by coalition government troops
who are there as well.

The other day, at a news conference
in Baghdad, General Casey explained
that he can see U.S. troop reductions
in Iraq over the next 12 to 18 months
because Iraqi security forces are pro-
gressing to a point where they can take
on the security responsibilities of the
country.

We have seen a significant step being
taken when the Iraqi Ministry of De-
fense announced it is assuming direct
operational control over the country’s
Armed Forces. That announcement was
made today. The Iraqi joint head-
quarters, under the direction of the
Ministry of Defense, will be fully re-
sponsible now for the Iraqi Air Force,
the Iraqi naval force, and the Iraqi
ground forces command.

These are facts, Madam President,
which we ought to consider and ap-
plaud, and our Government and our De-
partment of Defense and our soldiers
deserve credit for the successes they
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have achieved and the strong leader-
ship that has been provided to them.

The United States and coalition
forces have gradually turned over other
security operations in Afghanistan, for
example, to NATO forces. This has
been a very impressive feat of leader-
ship to bring together the forces of
NATO originally responsible for Euro-
pean defense and now enlarged to in-
clude areas of concern to other NATO
countries in what had been previously
considered out-of-area interests.

NATO forces have taken control of
the International Security Assistance
Force in the north, west, most recently
in the south, and now are making
progress in the east to achieve control
and success in defending the security of
the people of Afghanistan.

There are 37 nation states involved in
this effort. We ought to applaud the
President, and we ought to applaud the
Secretary of Defense for the successes
they have achieved in moving us to
this point in our dealings with Afghan-
istan. We have liberated Afghanistan.
The Russians had experiences there.
We recall their failures and the dangers
that continued under the Taliban—the
deprivation of rights, particularly of
women and children. No schools were
available. Now we have moved into a
new area of freedom and hope because
of the work that these 37 nations have
achieved under U.S. leadership and
with the U.S. military very actively in-
volved.

So today I am pleased to say to the
administration and the Secretary of
Defense and the President specifically:
We are proud of the work you are
doing. We are going to continue to sup-
port you by providing the funding you
need to carry out your missions and
protect our country against terrorists
and the other threats that we have
looming on the horizon.

Madam President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Madam President,
how much time is remaining in morn-
ing business on our side?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is
only 15 seconds remaining.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Madam President,
I ask unanimous consent to speak for
up to 5 minutes as in morning business.
I want to speak about the Iranian
President who is going to be in Wash-
ington speaking today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. CONRAD. There is no objection
on our side.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
IRAN

Mr. BROWNBACK. Madam President,
I thank my colleagues for this oppor-
tunity to speak.

Later today, President Khatami of
Iran will be speaking at the National
Cathedral. I hope he is asked and he
answers a number of questions about
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what happened during his reign of ter-
ror in Iran.

President Khatami was the President
of Iran, the lead sponsor of terrorism
around the world.

President Khatami was President of
Iran, a country that seeks to have the
United States bow down in front of
Iran and to Iran.

President Khatami worsened the
human rights record in Iran to its own
people. As we speak right now, a press
conference is going on at the National
Press Club of Iranians who have some-
how gotten out of that country who
were tortured under President Khatami
and President Ahmadi-Nejad, the cur-
rent President of Iran.

I hope that as we deliberate the De-
partment of Defense appropriations
bill, we recognize this threat. This is a
country, Iran, that seeks to destroy
Israel, seeks to attack and destroy the
West, seeks to have us bow down. I will
read the quote from President Ahmadi-
Nejad that he said in July. He called on
America and the West to bow before
Iran saying:

If you would like to have good relations
with the Iranian nation in the future, bow
down before the greatness of the Iranian na-
tion and surrender. If you don’t accept to do
this, the Iranian nation will force you to sur-
render and bow down.

Those are his words. We will not bow
down. We are in a war on terrorism. We
are in a war against Islamic fascism,
which this is a statement of. I hope we
recognize that. In the war on ter-
rorism, terrorism is their tactic, and
they use it through Hezbollah and
Hamas, which Iran is supporting and
operating. They direct it at us. We
have to confront this and we have to
confront this Islamic fascism. What
they seek to establish is a militant dic-
tatorship, an Islamic fascist dictator-
ship. This group has an object. They
don’t just wander around. Step 1 is to
remove the United States from the
Middle East. Step 2 is to establish an
Islamic caliphate. This is an Islamic
dictator over an entire region—a Shia
crescent over an entire region of the
world. These are his words. This is
what they seek. They seek a nuclear
weapon to be able to threaten the re-
gion, to be able to use in this region.
Ayatollah Khamenei, the lead sponsor
and organizer of the current Islamic
Republic, in 1979, removing the Shah,
came in and said if we destroy Israel,
Allah will reward us. This is a gov-
erning theological philosophy that has
not been walked away from by the cur-
rent leadership in Iran. Let’s listen to
the words they say themselves.

Former President Khatami is going
to be speaking in Washington, DC, to-
night. He said in October 2000:

If we abide by the Koran, all of us should
mobilize to kill.

This is October 2000. He should be
asked, does he still believe that state-
ment or support that statement.

Today, I will be introducing the Iran
Human Rights Act, legislation de-
signed to focus our attention on the
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human rights abuses taking place in
Iran today and support the efforts of
the Iranian people to enact peaceful,
democratic reforms.

While we have been focusing on the
nuclear weapon development by the
Iranians and on their support for ter-
rorism, we should not forget about the
plight of the Iranian people and their
difficulties under this regime. The bill
creates a special envoy to focus on
human rights abuses in Iraq and to
work with groups who support human
rights and democracy in Iran.

The bill provides financial supports
to these groups supporting human
rights and that are working toward de-
mocracy in Iran. Finally, it ensures
that the United States broadcast into
Iran emphasize U.S. support for the
rights and well-being of the Iranian
people. We need to focus on the nuclear
weapons, and we also need to focus on
the rights of the Iranian people being
abused by this regime. It is also my
hope that we will grant visas to this
country to professors being kicked out
of universities in Iran because they
don’t tow the line of the ruling clerics
in that country. Currently, the univer-
sities are being purged in Iran of the
dissident voices of these professors.

We stand with the Iranian people. We
stand against this Iranian tyrannical
regime. I hope we can move this legis-
lation forward to show our support for
the suffering people. I ask the people
who go to the meetings where Presi-
dent Khatami is speaking to ask these
questions:

Why did he support terrorism? Why
did the human rights record get worse
under his 8 years of leadership in Iran?
Why do they persecute religious mi-
norities and women? Why do they per-
secute those who have peaceful pro-
tests inside Iran? Why does Iran need
to enrich uranium when they have
plentiful oil and gas supplies? These
are serious questions in serious times.

I hope that as we consider this De-
partment of Defense bill, we will con-
sider what the words of those who have
vowed to destroy us are and that we
take appropriate action against them.

I yield the floor.

————
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is now closed.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2007

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 5631, which
the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 5631) making appropriations
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2007, and for other
purposes.

Pending:

Rockefeller amendment No. 4906, to strike
the section specifically authorizing intel-
ligence and intelligence-related activities.
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Mr. STEVENS. Madam President,
what is the pending business?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
amendment of the Senator from West
Virginia, Mr. ROCKEFELLER.

Mr. STEVENS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that that amendment be set aside
in order to consider the amendment to
be offered by the Senators from North
Dakota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from North Dakota, Mr.
CONRAD, is recognized.

AMENDMENT NO. 4907

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I
send an amendment to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

The Senator from North Dakota [Mr. CON-
RAD], for himself, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. SALAZAR,
and Mr. MENENDEZ, proposes an amendment
numbered 4907.

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To enhance intelligence commu-
nity efforts to bring Osama bin Laden and
other key leaders of al Qaeda to the justice
they deserve)

On page 230, beginning on line 15, strike
€‘$19,265,000" and all that follows through
line 16 and insert the following: ‘‘$219,265,000,
to remain available until September 30, 2008:
Provided, That $200,000,000 of such funds is
available only for a unit dedicated to bring-
ing to justice Osama bin Laden and other
key leaders of al Qaeda: Provided further,
That the Secretary of Defense shall, not
later than 60 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, and every 90 days there-
after, submit to the congressional defense
committees, the Committee on International
Relations of the House of Representatives,
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate a classified report on progress
made by the operations in the global war on
terrorism for which funding is provided in
this Act, including an assessment of the like-
ly current location of terrorist leaders, in-
cluding Osama bin Laden and other key lead-
ers of al Qaeda, a description of ongoing ef-
forts to bring to justice such terrorists, a de-
scription of the cooperation provided by the
governments of any countries assessed as
likely locations of top leaders of al Qaeda
and by other relevant countries, a descrip-
tion of diplomatic efforts currently being
made to improve the cooperation of any such
governments, and a description of the status
of, and strategy for bringing to justice, per-
petrators of terrorism including the top lead-
ership of al Qaeda: Provided further, That the
Secretary of Defense shall prepare such re-
ports in consultation with other appropriate
officials with regard to funds appropriated
under this chapter: Provided further, That the
amount provided under this heading is des-
ignated as making appropriations for contin-
gency operations directly related to the
global war on terrorism, and other unantici-
pated defense-related operations, pursuant to
section 402 of H. Con Res. 376 (109th Con-
gress), as made applicable to the House of
Representatives by H. Res. 818 (109th Con-
gress) and is designated as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 402 of S. Con.
Res. 83 (109th Congress), the concurrent reso-
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lution on the budget for fiscal year 2007, as
made applicable in the Senate by section 7035
of Public Law 109-234.”’

Mr. CONRAD. The amendment is on
behalf of myself and Senators DORGAN,
SALAZAR, and MENENDEZ.

Five years ago, our Nation was vi-
ciously attacked by al-Qaida. We all re-
member the horrific images from that
fateful day. I remember so well arriv-
ing at the Capitol building for early
morning meetings and, as we entered,
security personnel ordered an evacu-
ation. Those of us who were evacuated
from this building went back to our of-
fices and were again evacuated there,
as there was a belief that there was a
potential threat to the Capitol com-
plex. Later on, we saw the results of
the attack. We saw people jumping
from the World Trade Center. We saw
the attack on the Pentagon. We did not
know, in the early hours, who was re-
sponsible, but we knew the world had
changed.

I remember very well that night, as
Members of Congress stood on the steps
of the Capitol showing that we were
shoulder to shoulder in defense of
America. That night, there were no Re-
publicans, there were no Democrats;
there were just proud Americans on the
steps of this Capitol, men and women
elected to represent our individual
States here in this Capitol. In the 20
years I have been in this Chamber, I
never saw such unity, such a sense of
purpose that we would not let these
acts stand and that those who were re-
sponsible would be held to account.

We need to renew that spirit. We
need Democrats and Republicans
standing together to bring to justice
those who were responsible for these
horrific acts. In this photo is the man
who planned, financed, and organized
those operations, Osama bin Laden, the
head of al-Qaida. It has now been over
1,800 days since those attacks, and this
man is still on the loose. This man has
still not been brought to justice. I be-
lieve it is one of our Nation’s highest
priorities that he and the other top
leadership of al-Qaida be brought to
justice. I include Mr. al-Zawahiri. I
think we also know that Mullah Omar,
the leader of the Taliban in Afghani-
stan, has not been apprehended and
brought to justice either.

To me, this is centrally important to
the war on terrorism. We have to get
the terrorist leaders who designed the
attack on our country. I say to my col-
leagues that I graduated from high
school from an American military base
in Tripoli, Libya, North Africa, Willis
Air Force Base. I had relatives who
were in the intelligence service of the
United States who served in that part
of the world as well. One thing I
learned when I was in that part of the
world is that if a fight started, you bet-
ter get the leaders and you better get
them quick; otherwise, it mushroomed
and escalated. My experience was very
minor. It was on the basketball court,
where we would have shepherds peri-
odically come and start throwing
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stones. We found out early that you
better get a stone and you better nail a
couple of their guys or the thing got
worse. I think all of us who have stud-
ied the Arab world know that in that
culture, if somebody attacks and is not
held to account, that person grows in
stature in that culture.

We have to hold to account Osama
bin Laden, al-Zawahiri, and all of the
rest of the al-Qaida leadership. I think
that is absolutely critical for success
in the war on terror. Osama bin Laden
continues to call for attacks on us. We
are now seeing a Taliban resurgence in
Afghanistan. Last month, we saw a
plot that may have been orchestrated
by al-Qaida to blow up airliners flying
between Britain and the United States.
Unfortunately, the latest intelligence—
and this is not classified, so I am not
disclosing any state secrets here—ac-
cording to the National Institute for
the Prevention of Terrorism, the num-
ber of al-Qaida operatives worldwide
has grown from 20,000 in 2001 to 50,000
today.

Some of our colleagues have likened
this to World War II. I don’t believe
that. This is not like World War II.
This is fundamentally and profoundly
different. In World War II, we had Hit-
ler Germany attempting to achieve
world dominance. In World War II, we
had a state, the nation of Germany, at-
tacking its neighbors, seeking hegem-
ony throughout Europe and beyond. We
had Germany attacking its neighbors.
We had Germany on the move against
Great Britain. We had Germany with
its allies attacking the Soviet Union.
That was profoundly different than a
network of terrorists spread in over 70
countries around the world seeking to
weaken our country. That is a pro-
foundly different circumstance than we
faced in World War II. In World War II,
we faced the sneak attack by Japan on
the United States, and Japan being al-
lied with Germany in a move to
achieve world dominance. That is a
profoundly different circumstance than
the one we face today. And if we don’t
adapt our methods and tactics and
strategy, we will be less successful.

It is critical that we have this de-
bate, and it should not be a partisan
debate. To me, this is not a matter of
Republicans and Democrats; this is a
question of how does our country suc-
ceed in this battle against terrorism?
How do we best succeed? My own con-
viction is, it starts with this man. It
doesn’t end there, but it starts here.
Osama bin Laden has got to be brought
to justice. Mr. Zawahiri has got to be
brought to justice. Mullah Omar has
got to be brought to justice. And I
don’t question—I don’t question the in-
tention of this administration to at-
tempt to do that, but I do note that it
has now been 5 years, and there has
been a failure to get those who orga-
nized the attack on our country. That
is a fact. And we need to deal with that
fact and we need to adopt new meth-
ods, new strategies in order to achieve
success. That is my conviction.
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These are things that disturb me
greatly. In March of 2004, USA Today
reported:

In 2002, troops from the fifth special forces
group who specialize in the Middle East were
pulled out of the hunt for Osama bin Laden
to prepare for their next assignment: Iraq.
Their replacements were troops with exper-
tise in Spanish cultures.

Let’s think about that a minute.
After Osama bin Laden, who led the at-
tacks, we put in special forces to find
him who were experts in Arab culture
and in Arab languages. But when we di-
verted our attention and moved to
Iraq, we pulled those forces out of Af-
ghanistan in the search for Osama bin
Laden and replaced them, according to
these news reports, with troops with
expertise in Spanish culture. There
aren’t many Spanish speakers or much
Spanish culture in Afghanistan. I think
this was a profound mistake.

The article goes on to say:

The CIA meanwhile was stretched badly in
its capacity to collect, translate, and ana-
lyze information coming from Afghanistan.

When some say the center of the war
on terrorism is Iraq, I think they have
it wrong. The center is in Afghanistan
where Osama bin Laden and Zawahiri
have been located. I am not saying I
know that they are located there now.
We know they were located there; per-
haps they are somewhere else at this
point. But at the time we shifted our
focus, I believe it was a mistake. I be-
lieve we ought to have focused like a
laser on the leadership of al-Qaida. Al-
Qaida attacked us; not Iraq. There
wasn’t a single Iraqi on those airplanes
that crashed into the World Trade Cen-
ter. There wasn’t a single Iraqi on the
plane that hit the Pentagon. There
wasn’t a single Iraqi on the plane that
went down in Pennsylvania. They were
al-Qaida operatives led by Osama bin
Laden, not Iraqis led by Saddam Hus-
sein.

I might add that once we took our
eye off the ball in getting the terrorists
and instead went to Iraq, we have now
unfortunately freed up Iran for all
kinds of troublemaking in the Middle
East. Iran is behind the operations of
Hezbollah in Lebanon. Is there any
doubt that they are the financial mus-
cle behind that operation? This is a
battle. It is a battle that is critically
important to our Nation’s security,
and we have to fight it in a smart and
disciplined and focused way if we are to
succeed. That is my belief.

Now we learn that the CIA has closed
the unit that is focused on the capture
of Osama bin Laden. This report from
July of this year says:

The Central Intelligence Agency has closed
the unit that for a decade had the mission of
hunting Osama bin Laden and his top lieu-
tenants. The unit, known as Alec Station,
was disbanded late last year and its analysts
reassigned within the CIA Counter-Terrorist
Center.

The article goes on to say:

In recent years, the war in Iraq has
stretched the resources of the intelligence
agencies and the Pentagon, generating new
priorities for American officials.
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I believe the priority remains getting
those who attacked us. It wasn’t Iraq
that attacked us; it was al-Qaida that
attacked us, and it is critically impor-
tant we hold them to account.

On August 21, the President said this:

The terrorists attacked us and killed 3,000
of our citizens before we started the freedom
agenda in the Middle East.

He was then interrupted by a re-
porter who asked:

What did Iraq have to do with that?

The President:

What did Iraq have to do with what?

The reporter:

The attacks upon the World Trade Center.

The President:

Nothing.

That is correct, nothing. We know
from the 9/11 Commission Iraq was not
involved in the attacks of 9/11. It was
al-Qaida—al-Qaida led by Osama bin
Laden. That is where we have to focus.
And this, to me, is not a political de-
bate. This is a question of the strategic
policy of the United States. How do we
best defend America against those who
have already attacked us and intend to
attack us again? I would submit the
first thing we have to do is get the
leadership of the organization that is
worldwide in scope, that seeks to take
us down. Make no mistake, this is a
battle with real consequences, and we
have got to fight it in the smartest,
most effective way.

It has now been 1,823 days since
Osama bin Laden attacked us. Madam
President, 1,823 days; that is a long
time. That is nearly 5 years. The Presi-
dent just issued a new intelligence esti-
mate and analysis. There is only one
mention of Osama bin Laden in that
document, and it is a reference in pass-
ing.

I don’t think it should be a matter
that is mentioned in passing. I deeply
believe we have to refocus and we have
to go after, in a disciplined and dedi-
cated way, the leadership of al-Qaida,
starting with Osama bin Laden, going
to Zawahiri, and right down the list. I
applaud those successes that we have
had in getting Zargqawi and others.
Thank God for that. But we have got to
get those at the top.

This amendment adds $200 million to
the intelligence budget for a unit ex-
plicitly dedicated to bringing Osama
bin Laden and other top al-Qaida lead-
ership to justice. The second part of
this amendment requires a classified
report every 90 days on activities of
our Government related to bringing
Osama bin Laden to justice. A classi-
fied report because, obviously, we don’t
want to signal the game plan.

This is the amendment that I offer,
and I thank my colleagues who have
cosponsored it with me: Senator DOR-
GAN, my colleague from North Dakota;
Senator SALAZAR from Colorado; Sen-
ator MENENDEZ from New Jersey; and
now I am informed that additional Sen-
ators have asked to join, including
Senator LINCOLN of Arkansas, Senator
KERRY of Massachusetts, and Senator
OBAMA of Illinois.
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I ask unanimous consent to add them
as original cosponsors of the amend-
ment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I
yield the floor.

Mr. DORGAN. Madam President,
Senator CONRAD and I have, over the
last 2 days, talked about the need for
an amendment of this type to be of-
fered to the Defense appropriations
bill. We have talked about several dif-
ferent ways of offering this amendment
and the circumstances that require us
to come here and draft an amendment
and offer it to our colleagues. This
amendment represents some discus-
sions, as well, with colleagues. I want
to say that almost all of that which
persuaded us to do this has now been
described by my colleague, Senator
CONRAD.

He talked about 9/11 2001. I recall
going to Ground Zero in New York as
the fire was still burning, smoke com-
ing out of the wreckage of the World
Trade Center from the bombing of the
trade center by the terrorists and the
murder of 3,000 innocent Americans.
And as we toured just several days
after those terrorists had hit the World
Trade Center in New York, and the
smoke was still billowing out of that
twisted steel wreckage, one of the griz-
zled firefighters who had not shaved for
several days, obviously had not slept,
had bloodshot eyes, came up to me as
we were touring—a group of Senators—
and he said to me: ‘“Get ’em. Ya’ll have
to get ’em. If you don’t get ’em, they
are going to do it to us again.”

Having worked in this wreckage of
the World Trade Center and having
seen the carnage and the bodies, what
he meant was that if we don’t get those
who did this, they will repeat it. That
firefighter was speaking with a real
passion, a passion that I think is
shared by the American people. That
passion was shared on that day and it
is now, today.

That attack on 9/11—my colleague
showed a picture of it—was with com-
mercial airplanes loaded with fuel used
as weapons. The New York Times ran a
piece on August 11, 2004, by Nicholas
Christoff, about a book by Harvard pro-
fessor Graham Allison called ‘‘Nuclear
Terrorism.’”’ Allison told a story in this
book that exactly 1 month after 9/11, on
October 11 in 2001, aides told President
Bush that a CIA source named Dragon
Fire had reported that al-Qaida had ob-
tained a 10-kiloton nuclear weapon, ap-
parently stolen from Russian stock-
piles, and had smuggled it into New
York City, and al-Qaida terrorists were
now prepared to detonate it. This is de-
scribed in some detail in the book.

The CIA apparently found this report
plausible. They knew that apparently
Russia had small 10-kiloton nuclear
weapons. Russia was reported to have
lost some nuclear materials. Al-Qaida
had made a determined effort to ac-
quire them. The CIA had apparently
picked up al-Qaida chatter about an
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“American Hiroshima.”’ This issue was
taken very seriously in October of 2001.
Later it was determined the lead by
the agent named Dragon Fire was a
false lead. But in retrospect of this
issue, all of those who evaluated it de-
termined it could well have been true.

It is not implausible that a nuclear
weapon could be stolen. After all, there
are some 30,000 nuclear weapons on this
Earth. It is not implausible that hav-
ing a nuclear weapon stolen by a ter-
rorist group, it could be detonated. And
it is certainly likely they would at-
tempt to detonate a nuclear weapon in
the center of a major city, especially a
city in the United States.

I describe that only to say these
issues are critically important. Yes,
9/11 breaks our heart—all of the inno-
cent Americans killed by acts of ter-
rorism. But that will be an event that
will be small by comparison if, in fact,
a nuclear weapon is acquired by a ter-
rorist group like al-Qaida and deto-
nated in an American city in the fu-
ture.

There are responsible people who
have said they believe there is a very
substantial likelihood such an event
could or will happen in the next 10
years, unless this country provides the
leadership to stop the spread of nuclear
weapons, stops the proliferation of nu-
clear weapons and does everything nec-
essary to keep nuclear weapons out of
the hands of terrorists.

The evil of terrorism requires and de-
mands a unified American resolve. As
my colleague has previously said, when
it comes to fighting terrorism, there
are no D’s or R’s, there are no Repub-
licans or Democrats, conservatives or
liberals, there are only Americans re-
solved to confront this evil.

We are determined to confront and
defeat those who are intent on mur-
dering innocent people in the name of
terrorism. We fight terrorism to pre-
serve freedom, but we betray rather
than serve our freedom if we turn a
blind eye to the actions which will di-
minish the very freedoms we cherish,
even as we confront the actions of ter-
rorists. As we wage this fight against
terrorism, we do not serve the interests
of our country by labeling others who
may disagree with strategies as appeas-
ers, of the type who appeased Nazism.
That does not serve America’s inter-
ests either.

I have heard colleagues today come
to the floor to lament that there have
been some criticisms of Administration
strategies. Let’s all understand no one
is perfect. Big mistakes have been
made. Mistakes, and big mistakes,
have been made, both with respect to
Iraq and also with respect to the war
against terrorism.

In Iraq, we discovered later there
were no weapons of mass destruction.
There was no yellow cake from Niger.
The aluminum tubes were not for the
purpose of building a nuclear capa-
bility. There were no mobile chemical
weapons labs. Would we be treated as
liberators as was suggested? No. It
turns out that was not the case.
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Were mistakes made? Two days ago,
a young fellow who left law school
after 9/11 to enlist in the Army to go to
Iraq told me that when he got to Iraq
his mother, an elementary school-
teacher, had to go on the Internet to
buy body armor to send it to him. Were
mistakes made? You darned right mis-
takes were made. Mistakes were made.
Let’s understand that. Recognizing and
understanding that and admitting it
allows us to decide not to make those
mistakes again.

All of us are here to support our sol-
diers in their fight against terrorism,
in their mission in Iraq. Let me say, as
an aside as well, that the violence and
terrorism in Iraq does have an al-Qaida
component; it does. But by far the bulk
and the majority of the violence and
terrorism in Iraq is Iraqi upon Iraqi,
Sunni upon Shia, Shia upon Sunni.
There was not an Iraq connection with
al-Qaida prior to the war in Iraq.

Having said all of that, with respect
to the broader war on terror, when we
open the newspaper this morning and
we see the front page of the Wash-
ington Post—and I suspect every other
daily paper in this country—and we see
the pictures of terrorists who will now
be transferred to Guantanamo and be
brought to justice, all of us say to the
President it is the right thing to do.
We support that. Yes, this is progress.
We understand that progress and we sa-
lute it.

My colleague and I believe there is
more to do, however. When we talk
about the war against terrorism and we
talk about al-Qaida and those who have
orchestrated the vicious terrorist at-
tacks that have murdered so many in-
nocent people in this country and
around the world, the point is there is
one person who is the head of that or-
ganization, who has admitted ordering
the attacks against this country. That
is Osama bin Laden. It is 5 long years
since 9/11, 2001, and Osama bin Laden is
still here.

The President, day before yesterday,
mentioned Osama bin Laden 17 times
in his speech of 45 minutes. That is ap-
propriate to do, although I might ob-
serve Osama bin Laden has not been
mentioned at all with respect to the
war on terror by anyone in the Admin-
istration for some long while until a
couple of days ago. But I want to de-
scribe why I think there is an urgency
here and why my colleague, Senator
CONRAD, and I put together an amend-
ment and are offering it to this bill.

I have a record here going back to
December 13, 2001—it is about eight
pages of Osama bin Laden talking to
us, in America, talking to people in the
rest of the world, and talking to al-
Qaida, his organization. It is December
13, 2001; November 2, 2002; February 11,
2003; February 13, 2003; April 7, 2003;
September 10, 2003. I shall not go
through the rest of it. But I want to
talk about this year. Just this year we
have heard from Osama bin Laden on 5
occasions. This chart shows January 19
this year. This is from the news report
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that evening, Osama bin Laden speak-
ing to the people of the United States
and the people of the world. That is the
first message this year.

Here is the second message, Osama
bin Laden speaks again, the head of al-
Qaida, 5 years after 9/11. On April 23, he
issues his second tape of the year.

May 23, this year, once again the
news reports:

Bin Laden boasts of masterminding the 9/11
attacks.

I was responsible for entrusting the 19
brothers. Those 19 who attacked this coun-
try.

June 29 of this year, another news re-
port, the fourth tape of the year by
Osama bin Laden.

July 1, this year, the fifth tape of the
year by Osama bin Laden.

We are talking a lot about the war on
terrorism. We are talking a lot about
al-Qaida. This is the head of al-Qaida.
This is the leader of that terrorist
group. This is the person who says he
masterminded the attack against this
country, and 5 years after that attack
he is still sending us messages—five of
them in this year alone. My colleague
and I do not question anyone’s commit-
ment to doing the right thing. That is
not the purpose of our amendment. My
colleague, Senator CONRAD, and I be-
lieve, however, that it is important as
we put together a piece of legislation
providing funding for the Department
of Defense, for the war against ter-
rorism, that we decide on focus and pri-
ority with respect to one issue and that
is bringing to justice the head of an or-
ganization that attacked this country
and is determined to attack this coun-
try again.

The amendment we have offered is
not a particularly complex amend-
ment. It simply does two things. It
asks that the unit in the CIA, our in-
telligence community, that used to
exist but was closed be reconstituted.
Let me describe that unit. I will de-
scribe it by a New York Times, July 4,
story. The lead of the story is:

The Central Intelligence Agency has closed
the unit that for a decade had the mission of
hunting Osama bin Laden and his top lieu-
tenants, intelligence officials confirmed on
Monday. Agency officials said that tracking
Mr. bin Laden and his deputies remained a
high priority and that the decision to dis-
band the unit was not a sign that the effort
had slackened. Instead, the official said, it
reflected a belief the agency could better
deal with high level threats by focusing on
regional trends rather than on specific orga-
nizations or individuals.

Let me quote the former senior CIA
official who is quoted by name, Mr. Mi-
chael Scheuer, a former senior CIA of-
ficial, who was the first head of this
unit at the CIA. He said the move ‘‘re-
flected a view within the agency that
Mr. Bin Laden was no longer the threat
he once was.” Mr. Scheuer says, ‘“‘“That
view is mistaken.”

Madam President, our amendment
would provide the funds to reconstitute
that unit, to provide focus, clarity and
a specific set of goals. And, second, to
require a quarterly classified report to
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the Congress that would describe, from
the standpoint of those in the intel-
ligence community and the defense
community who are involved, what
they have done with respect to appre-
hending and bringing to justice those
who head the organization called al-
Qaida.

My hope and expectation would be
that upon passage of this amendment
my colleague and I will have provided
some more clarity and some more focus
and even perhaps some more deter-
mination that a significant goal of ours
is the apprehension of the head of the
organization that attacked our coun-
try. I do not think that apprehension
will occur by accident. I think it will
occur if it is in fact a significant goal
and one that we pursue with the re-
sources and the vigor that is necessary.

I understand that there will be some
who say that we have other priorities;
this remains a priority but there are
many other things to do. Let me go
back to the position that I started with
and that is this. We live in a very dan-
gerous world, a very uncertain world.
The President is dead right when he
talks about the war on terrorism being
a war in which we must prevail. He is
absolutely right that we have to work
together and have to be as one as we
confront this evil that exists around
the world.

But I also want to point out that we
live in a world, now, where, as I indi-
cated before, there are almost 30,000
strategic and tactical nuclear weapons
that exist in this world. Going back to
October 11 of 2001, the threatened loss
of one of those nuclear weapons, be-
cause of a rumor that it had been sto-
len from the Russian stockpile, caused
an apoplectic seizure in parts of the
government because everyone, at that
point, in the intelligence community,
who had heard of this rumor, knew it
was plausible and that the detonation
of a nuclear weapon in a major Amer-
ican city by al-Qaida would be dev-
astating. The consequences of that are
impossible to describe. The next ter-
rorist act may render the attack of
9/11/2001, a much less significant attack
in terms of casualties. Let’s hope that
is not the case.

That is why it is so urgent for us to
determine that we are going to appre-
hend and bring to justice those who
head the al-Qaida organization and who
masterminded the attack against this
country on 9/11/2001. That is what our
amendment seeks to do, to provide the
resources and the assistance to make
that possible.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Dakota.

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that Senator
PRYOR be added as an original cospon-
sor as well.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I
ask the Senator from Massachusetts if
he seeks time on this amendment.
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Mr. STEVENS. Madam President, we
have time on the floor. I seek recogni-
tion.

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I
have not relinquished my right to the
floor. I simply asked a question.

Mr. STEVENS. He is right.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ENSIGN). The Senator from North Da-
kota.

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, this
amendment is an urgent matter. I hope
very much our colleagues would sup-
port this amendment on a bipartisan
basis so that we send the clear message
that this country intends to hold to ac-
count those who organized the attack
on America. I think that is absolutely
essential.

I also say to my colleague, if the Sen-
ator from Alaska seeks recognition, I
will be happy to yield the floor so he
can do that.

I ask him at this point if he would
have an interest in a time agreement
on the amendment? We were ap-
proached earlier with a request on that
matter. I would be happy to explore
that, if the Senator from Alaska has
any interest.

Mr. STEVENS. If that is an inquiry
to me, I am interested in a time agree-
ment, without any question. I am
happy to set a time to vote, at noon or
at any time.

Mr. CONRAD. We would be happy to
agree to a time. Would noon be an ac-
ceptable time?

Mr. STEVENS. We are checking.

Mr. CONRAD. Perhaps later on in
this discussion we can reach an agree-
ment. We would certainly be willing to
agree to that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I
would welcome the opportunity to
make some brief comments on this
amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts has been rec-
ognized.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I com-
mend my colleagues from North Da-
kota and Colorado and others who are
supporting this amendment. In many
respects, this gives real focus to what I
think is part of the dilemma that we
are facing in our battles with al-Qaida
and the issues of security. A number of
us opposed the resolution to go to war
in Iraq. I did. I said it was the best vote
that I cast in the U.S. Senate. And I
did it primarily as a result of listening
to military commanders in the Armed
Services Committee.

We had testimony—although he
didn’t testify personally—from General
Zinni. We listened to General Hoar of
the U.S. Marine Corps, actually from
my own State of Massachusetts. We lis-
tened to Gener