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TRIBUTE TO M&M FOOTBALL 

GAME 

HON. BART STUPAK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 14, 2006 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a time honored tradition ob-
served in my district and, specifically, in my 
hometown of Menominee, Michigan. Nearly 
every year, since 1894, Menominee High 
School’s football team, known as the Maroons, 
has played their rivals just across the Wis-
consin border, the Marinette High School Ma-
rines. The annual rivalry is known as the M&M 
(Marinette & Menominee) game. In many 
ways, it parallels the annual contest in the pro-
fessional football between the Chicago Bears 
and the Green Bay Packers, another long-
standing rivalry. 

Since 1894, the M&M game has developed 
into one of the oldest interstate athletic com-
petitions in the United States. In fact, until 
2005, the National Federation of State High 
School Associations recognized the M&M 
game as the oldest interstate series in the 
United States. Last year, the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associations found 
that two other interstate athletic series were 
older. Nonetheless, the proud tradition of the 
M&M game remains the oldest interstate high 
school football competition in the Midwest and 
the third oldest in the nation. 

To understand what this competition means 
to the people of Menominee and Marinette, 
one needs to know a little about the area. 
These two communities are separated only by 
the Menominee River, which serves as the 
state border. The communities are so closely 
tied together economically that in many ways 
the residents think of the two cities as one, 
disregarding the state border that separates 
the two states. 

However, every fall, town pride boils up and 
the team colors come out as the two towns 
prepare for the annual game. Together, 
Marinette and Menominee are transformed 
into an exceptional Midwestern fall festival as 
area residents organize a celebration of this 
great tradition. Through events like parades, 
tug of war contests, battles of the drums, a 
community yell contest, a powder puff game, 
fireworks and a bonfire, the people of Menom-
inee and Marinette celebrate their shared his-
tory through good natured competition. 

Over the years, the Menominee-Marinette 
competition has produced a whole range of 
football stars, many of whom went on to play 
football for Big Ten schools like the University 
of Wisconsin, the University of Michigan and 
Michigan State University. The two schools 
have also produced athletes who played in the 
National Football League. A particularly re-
markable photo from 1958 shows three NFL 
players—Billy Wells, Dick Deschaine, and Earl 
‘‘Gug’’ Girard. All three were on the field at the 
same time during a Pittsburgh Steelers-Cleve-
land Browns game and, interestingly, all three 
hail from the Menominee-Marinette area. 

This year is particularly important for these 
two communities and for this tradition. While 
this rivalry originated in 1893, for a variety of 
reasons, the two schools did not play each 
other a few years, making 2006 the year that 
Menominee and Marinette will play their one- 
hundredth game. The Marinette-Menominee 

community will mark this centennial with a 
number of special events, including the first 
ever M&M Twin Cities Parade, the first parade 
that will originate in Menominee, proceed 
through town, cross the Menominee River and 
the Wisconsin border and then finish in 
Marinette, Wisconsin. Every year, the teams 
rotate where the game will be played and this 
year the game will take place at Higley field in 
Marinette, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Speaker, high school football is a 
uniquely American institution and tradition that 
brings our communities together. Rivalries be-
tween neighboring schools serve to remind us 
of our roots and why our hometowns are spe-
cial to each of us. The older and deeper the 
rivalry, the greater the passion it elicits from 
fans and alums. The Menominee-Marinette ri-
valry is unique in many ways. Holding the title 
of the third oldest interstate high school com-
petition makes this game special. 

Perhaps what is most unique about the an-
nual M&M game is that such an intense rivalry 
draws two communities together into a spirit of 
shared kinship. These two cities, separated 
only by a river and a state line, rediscover 
their unique identities every fall by rooting for 
the Marinette Marines or the Menominee Ma-
roons. At the same time that these two com-
munities celebrate their rivalry, they also ac-
knowledge their longstanding shared history. 

As the Menominee Maroons and the 
Marinette Marines prepare to don their respec-
tive maroon and purple uniforms for their one- 
hundredth game, I ask that the U.S. House of 
Representatives join me in saluting the players 
of today and yesterday as well as these two 
communities for continuing this unique tradi-
tion. 
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ON THE DEATH OF TEXAS 
GOVERNOR ANN RICHARDS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 14, 2006 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my sad duty to report to the House the 
loss of an American original and the First Lady 
of Texas politics, the great Ann Richards. 
Governor Richards died yesterday after a long 
battle with throat cancer. She was 73. 

Dorothy Ann Willis Richards began her ca-
reer in politics in the early 1970s after having 
raised four children. A Democrat, she served 
as County Commissioner in Travis County, 
Texas from 1977 to 1982. Richards was elect-
ed to the first of two terms as Texas State 
Treasurer in 1982. We who knew and loved 
her will remember her always as a forcefully 
articulate and amusingly folksy speaker. She 
first gained national prominence with her key-
note address at the 1988 Democratic National 
Convention. In 1990 she was elected governor 
of Texas, the first woman chief executive of 
Texas in more than fifty years. 

Dorothy Ann Willis was born in Lakeview, 
Texas. She grew up in Waco, Texas, and 
graduated from Waco High School in 1950, 
participating in Girls State. She received a 
bachelor’s degree from Baylor University while 
on a debate scholarship. She married her high 
school sweetheart, David Richards, and 
moved to Austin, Texas, where she earned a 
teaching certificate from the University of 
Texas at Austin. 

After graduation, she taught social studies 
and history at Fulmore Junior High School in 
Austin, Texas from 1955 to 1956. She had 
also two daughters and two sons in the fol-
lowing years, and she campaigned for Texas 
liberals and progressives such as Henry B. 
Gonzalez, Ralph Yarborough, and Sarah 
Weddington. One of her daughters, Cecile 
Richards became president of Planned Par-
enthood in 2006. Throughout her life Ann 
Richards was a forceful champion for eco-
nomic and social justice for all Americans, es-
pecially women and the disadvantaged. 

In 1976, Richards ran against and defeated 
a three-term incumbent on the Travis County, 
Texas Commissioner Court, holding the posi-
tion for six years. She then was elected State 
Treasurer in 1982, becoming the first woman 
elected to statewide office in more than fifty 
years. In winning the Democratic nomination 
for treasurer, Richards ended the career of a 
Texas politician with the same name as a 
president (but no relation), Warren G. Harding. 
In 1986, she was re-elected treasurer without 
opposition. 

Ann Richards delivered the keynote address 
to the 1988 Democratic National Convention, 
a move which put her in the national spotlight 
with the line ‘‘Poor George [H.W. Bush], he 
can’t help it . . . He was born with a silver 
foot in his mouth.’’ The speech set the tone for 
her political future; she described herself as a 
real Texan (in supposed contrast to George 
H.W. Bush), established herself as a feminist, 
and reached out to African-Americans and 
Hispanics. In 1989, with co-author Peter 
Knobler, she wrote her autobiography, Straight 
from the Heart. 

In 1990, she sought and won the Demo-
cratic gubernatorial nomination besting such 
venerable vote getters as Texas Attorney 
General James ‘‘Jim’’ Mattox and former gov-
ernor Mark White. In the general election she 
defeated multi-millionaire rancher Clayton Wil-
liams after a brutal campaign and was inaugu-
rated the 45th governor of Texas in January 
1991. 

The Texas economy had been in a slump 
since the mid-1980s, compounded by a down-
turn in the U.S. economy. Governor Richards 
responded with a program of economic revital-
ization, yielding growth in 1991 of 2% when 
the U.S. economy as a whole shrank. She 
also streamlined Texas’s government and reg-
ulatory institutions for business and the public. 
Her efforts helped to revitalize and position 
Texas’s corporate infrastructure for the explo-
sive economic growth it experienced later in 
the decade. Her audits on the state bureauc-
racy saved Texas taxpayers more than $6 bil-
lion. 

Governor Richards reformed the Texas pris-
on system, establishing a substance abuse 
program for inmates, reducing the number of 
violent offenders released, and increasing pris-
on space to deal with a growing prison popu-
lation (from less than 60,000 in 1992 to more 
than 80,000 in 1994). She backed proposals 
to reduce the sale of semi-automatic firearms 
and ‘‘cop- killer’’ bullets in the state. 

The Texas Lottery was also instituted during 
her governorship—advocated as a means of 
supplementing school finances; Ann Richards 
purchased the first lotto ticket on May 29, 
1992. However, most of the income from the 
lottery went into the state’s general fund rather 
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