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U.S. dollar assets; from the United 
States to Japan, Korea and other 
major automobile and truck makers 
who keep their markets closed. So we 
are left with padlocked factories, a 
shrinking middle class, diminishing 
tax bases and all the problems that ac-
company a shortage of good jobs. 

What a shame. What a shame that 
Washington is so out of touch with the 
real America. People are rapidly losing 
hope and trust. They believe their gov-
ernment has been captured by special 
interests and no longer cares about 
them, and they are right. 

When they see these statistics about 
what is happening to our country, it is 
no wonder people are beginning to de-
spair. So our people vote less, they be-
come more cynical, and they conclude 
their government no longer stands up 
for them or indeed belongs to them. 
That, my friends, is a recipe for a ris-
ing political radicalism across our Na-
tion. I cannot predict when it will hap-
pen, but it will happen. 

f 

SUPPORT OF U.S. BORDER PATROL 
AGENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, the men and women 
of the U.S. Border Patrol are often ex-
posed to high-risk situations and dan-
gerous environments while working on 
our southern border. Often working 
alone in remote areas and rugged land-
scapes, U.S. Border Patrol agents rou-
tinely encounter heavily armed human 
drug traffickers. Despite these dan-
gerous conditions, the men and women 
of the U.S. Border Patrol work tire-
lessly to protect our Nation’s borders, 
and they deserve the utmost praise for 
their dedication and bravery. 

Unfortunately, Madam Speaker, two 
U.S. Border Patrol agents who deserve 
our appreciation have instead become 
victims of a grave injustice. Agents 
Ramos and Compean were found guilty 
in a Federal court for wounding a drug 
smuggler who brought 743 pounds of 
marijuana across our southern borders 
into Texas. The agents now face up to 
20 years in Federal prison. 

Agent Ramos served the Border Pa-
trol for 9 years and was a former nomi-
nee for Border Patrol Agent of the 
Year. Agent Compean had 5 years of ex-
perience as a Border Patrol agent. 
These agents never should have been 
prosecuted for their actions last year. 

By attempting to apprehend a Mexi-
can drug smuggler, these agents were 
simply doing their job to protect the 
American people. These agents should 
have been commended for their ac-
tions. But instead, the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office prosecuted the agents and grant-
ed full immunity to the drug smuggler. 
Granted full immunity to the drug 
smuggler for his testimony against our 
agents. 

The drug smuggler received full med-
ical care in El Paso, Texas, was per-

mitted to return to Mexico, and is now 
suing the Border Patrol for $5 million 
for violating his civil rights. I want to 
repeat that, Madam Speaker. The drug 
smuggler received full medical care in 
El Paso, Texas, was permitted to re-
turn to Mexico, and is now suing the 
Border Patrol for $5 million for vio-
lating his civil rights. He is not even 
an American citizen. He is a criminal. 

Madam Speaker, I have spoken to nu-
merous people inside Texas and outside 
of Texas regarding this outrage, includ-
ing the attorney for one of these 
agents. I have written to the President 
of the United States asking him to 
please look into this matter. I have 
written two letters to Attorney Gen-
eral Gonzales asking him to reopen 
this case for a fuller investigation be-
fore these men are sentenced in Octo-
ber. 

I hope that the American people will 
agree that this prosecution is an out-
rageous injustice and that the situa-
tion must be investigated. 

Madam Speaker, I am going to close 
in 1 second, but I will tell you I have 
had the opportunity to talk to these 
gentlemen, and I will tell you they are 
fine Hispanic Americans. They are citi-
zens of this great Nation, and they love 
America. They, like their fellow Border 
Patrol agents, have a very difficult and 
tough job, and I hope that my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will 
ask the same question that I am ask-
ing: Why and how is it that these Bor-
der Patrol agents were doing their job 
to apprehend a drug smuggler, and yet 
they are the ones who have been pros-
ecuted, and on October 18 they will be 
sentenced? 

I think this is an injustice, and we 
are asking for an investigation. I know 
that Congresswoman Sheila Jackson- 
Lee has joined us in this effort. I hope 
that we will look into this because 
these men and women who serve us on 
the border deserve our protection. I 
thank those who serve. God bless 
America. 

f 

STOP THE GENOCIDE IN DARFUR 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, 
after more than 3 violent years, the 
genocide in the Darfur region of Sudan 
is getting worse. As Jan Egeland, Un-
dersecretary General for Humanitarian 
Affairs at the U.N., has said, the com-
ing weeks could see ‘‘a man-made ca-
tastrophe of an unprecedented scale.’’ 

At the end of this month, African 
Union forces are set to leave Darfur. 
Currently the only peacekeeping forces 
in Darfur, the departure of these troops 
will only embolden the Sudanese Gov-
ernment and the allied Janjaweed mili-
tias to continue to murder and displace 
Sudanese citizens. 

As my colleagues know, the crisis in 
Darfur began in February 2003 when 
two rebel groups emerged to challenge 

the National Islamic Front government 
in Darfur. Since then, over 400,000 peo-
ple have died, and nearly 2.5 million 
have been displaced from their homes. 
Sadly, it took the United States until 
July 2004 to recognize that these events 
in Darfur constituted genocide, and we 
cannot continue this type of inaction. 
Far too many times we have seen the 
horrible consequences of ignoring geno-
cide or failing to get involved quickly. 

Madam Speaker, I was pleased to 
hear that President Bush has finally 
appointed Andrew Natsios as the spe-
cial envoy to Sudan. I joined 88 of my 
colleagues in cosponsoring a resolution 
calling for the President to appoint 
such an envoy to demonstrate the 
United States’ commitment to resolv-
ing the crisis. This special envoy to 
Sudan will ensure continuous high- 
level U.S. engagement in Darfur, and 
will work to deter a further escalation 
of violence and humanitarian disaster 
in the region. 

But there is much more, however, 
that the administration should do to 
work towards a lasting peace in Darfur. 
As the most prominent democracy in 
the world, the U.S. must step forward 
and take a leadership role in stopping 
this genocide. Resolving this conflict 
and ending the violence should be a 
high priority for this Congress and for 
the Bush administration. 

The United States must pressure Su-
danese allies, particularly those in the 
Arab League, to ensure that the Suda-
nese Government agrees to U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 1706. This reso-
lution calls for 22,500 U.N. troops and 
police officers to be sent into Darfur to 
bolster the peacekeeping mission. 

So far Sudanese President Omar al- 
Bashir has rejected the U.S. Security 
Council Resolution 1706 and thus re-
jected calls for U.N. peacekeeping 
troops to enter Darfur. But if the Afri-
can Union peacekeepers leave at the 
end of September, and al-Bashir is suc-
cessful in keeping U.N. forces out of 
the region, the situation in Darfur will 
spiral into a worsening tragedy. 

The United States cannot in good 
conscience stand idly by as the horrors 
in Darfur approach 1 million deaths 
and 3 million displaced. Families are 
being destroyed, and people are being 
murdered. The U.S. and the U.N. have a 
moral obligation to stop this genocide 
so we can avoid the failures of Bosnia 
and Rwanda. Have we not learned any-
thing from those mistakes? 

The U.S. must work with NATO to 
impose a no-fly zone over Darfur to en-
sure military offensives and bombings 
are brought to an end. The Sudanese 
Government is escalating an air war by 
turning Soviet-era Antonov planes into 
makeshift bombers and using heli-
copter gunships against mud and 
thatch huts inhabited by many Suda-
nese people. We cannot allow these 
killings to continue, and establishing a 
no-fly zone will take a step in the right 
direction to lessen the violence in 
Darfur. 

Madam Speaker, the Sudanese Gov-
ernment has improperly imprisoned 
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