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gas at the pump, the Republican Con-
gress has failed to address these day-
to-day concerns. Instead, they have en-
acted tax cuts for the very wealthy. My
constituents want Congress to address
their needs, not the wants and desires
of a select few. It is clear which side
the majority has chosen.

Instead of budgeting fairly, the Re-
publicans have relied on smoke-and-
mirror, borrow-and-spend gimmicks.
They don’t include the war in Iraq and
the military activities in Afghanistan
in their budget, they don’t include the
massive costs of repealing the estate
tax for estates valued at $10 million or
more, and they don’t include the full
cost of the Medicare part D prescrip-
tion drug benefit. Despite these efforts
to keep costs hidden, their budget
schemes create new deficits every year
and have added nearly $3.5 trillion to
our national debt.

Mr. Speaker, American families de-
serve better and they deserve a new di-
rection. Instead of making smart in-
vestments in America’s future, the Re-
publican budgets have run up massive
deficits each year and have added to
our national debt, so that as of now our
national debt is nearly $8.5 trillion.
This means that we spend more on in-
terest payments on our debt than the
combined Federal investments in edu-
cation, homeland security, and vet-
erans health care combined. The Na-
tion’s debt is unsustainable and it is
immoral.

Mr. Speaker, American families de-
serve better. They deserve a new direc-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, the budget policies of
the Bush administration and this Re-
publican Congress leave our Nation less
secure. Their schemes rely on bor-
rowing more and more money from for-
eign investors. More money, mind you,
than the amount borrowed by all past
American Presidents combined.

And instead of enhancing our safety
at home and bolstering our security
abroad, the Republican Congress con-
tinues to underfund important security
initiatives at our ports, chemical
plants and along our borders, this at
the same time they are failing to enact
many of the 9/11 Commission’s rec-
ommendations, including enabling our
police and firefighters to communicate
seamlessly.

Mr. Speaker, American families ex-
pect the government to make the nec-
essary investments to keep them safe,
and they believe that the American
Dream should be available to everyone,
not a select few. They deserve a new di-
rection.

Democrats understand that unless we
change course, the harmful effects of
the Republicans’ borrow-and-spend
budget policies will only continue.

Democrats have a plan that makes
tough, fiscally disciplined choices, to
restore our budget to balance and to
meet our obligations to American fam-
ilies; Democrats have a plan that ful-
fills the basic budgetary principles of
living within our means; and Demo-
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crats have a plan to reduce wasteful
spending and make smart investments
in all Americans that will ensure the
Nation’s current and future fiscal well-
being and protect the safety, security
and freedoms that make our Nation
great.

Mr. Speaker, Americans work hard
every day. My constituents work hard
every day to meet their obligations to
their families, to their communities
and to their Nation. We must honor
their commitment, and we should not
and cannot walk away from our obliga-
tions to them.

Mr. Speaker, the Democrats are com-
mitted to fiscal responsibility, the
Democrats are committed to the future
of our Nation, and the Democrats are
prepared to lead the Nation in a new
direction.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUPPORT THE FEDERAL ELECTION
INTEGRITY ACT

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Permission
to speak out of turn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Georgia
is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker,
this week the House will take up the
Federal Election Integrity Act. The
Federal Election Integrity Act will en-
sure American elections of Americans,
for Americans, and by Americans. This
measure promotes fairness and simply
assures compliance with U.S. law. All
citizens in this country hold a stake in
our electoral system, and we owe it to
our constituents to crack down on
voter fraud.

For these reasons, I have long sup-
ported photo ID requirements for vot-
ers in Georgia. In fact, Georgia enacted
into law such a requirement in the past
year. Nearly all voters already have a
government-issued photo ID, such as a
driver’s license or a passport.

Georgia made photo IDs available to
all citizens and offered them for free to
those who could not afford the nominal
fee. With these safeguards in place, it
makes no sense to argue that photo ID
requirements disenfranchise certain
segments of our population.

Photo ID requirements actually pro-
tect the sanctity of every legal vote.
The greatest threat to the constitu-
tional right to vote is voter fraud. A
legal voter whose ballot is canceled out
by the ballot of an illegal voter has ef-
fectively been disenfranchised. We seek
not to suppress the vote to promote the
sanctity of the vote.

The Federal Election Integrity Act
will require in the 2008 election that
voters show a photo ID. In 2010 it will
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require that voters show a photo ID
that could not be obtained without
proof of citizenship. I have supported
such efforts in the past, and I will sup-
port this bill.

Though I have acted consistently
throughout my career in public service
to promote fair and accurate election, I
fear the House debate will be rife with
irony. You see, just 2 months ago, this
House voted by a lopsided margin to
trample the equal protection clause of
the Constitution and to violate the
sovereignty of the State of Georgia by
extending the Voting Rights Act for 25
years.

I joined several of my colleagues
from Georgia on this floor to educate
Members of the House on our State’s
tremendous progress on voter equity.
We presented hard evidence that the
Georgia of 2006 is far removed from the
Georgia of 1964. We proved that Georgia
is no different than any other State
when it comes to voter equality.

After I defended the honor and integ-
rity of my State, the chairman of the
Judiciary Committee slurred my
State’s record. He entered into the
RECORD a statement that said: ‘““The
record since 1982 makes clear that
Georgia and its political subdivisions
have not progressed beyond the need
for the temporary provisions of the
Voting Rights Act.” As evidence of on-
going problems in Georgia, the chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee and
others cited Georgia’s photo identifica-
tion law.

Now, the nearly 400 Members who
voted to penalize Georgia should re-
flect on that vote. They need to ask
themselves what changed between July
and September of this year. Why was it
bad in July to have a photo ID require-
ment for my home State of Georgia,
but okay in September to have a photo
ID requirement nationwide?

Make no mistake, I will be voting for
the Federal Election Integrity Act. I
only wish it went further, to make all
sections of the Voting Rights Act ap-
plicable to all States and to make all
ballots be in English only.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GOHMERT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SUPPORTING A NEW DIRECTION
FOR AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. BISHOP) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, let me start by thanking the gen-
tleman from Alabama for organizing
this series of 5-minute statements and
for his leadership on this issue.

Two weeks short of the end of the fis-
cal year of 2006 and with no budget in
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place for fiscal 2007, I commend my dis-
tinguished Democratic colleagues on
the Budget Committee for taking this
time to call America’s attention to the
fiscal challenges resulting from the Re-
publicans’ misguided policies and the
wrong choices they have made for our
economy. Misplaced spending priorities
and bad decisions have consequences.
They are leading us further down the
path to fiscal ruin and expanding the
wedge between middle-class families
and the superwealthy.

I am proud to join my colleagues to
highlight the hypocrisy of the over-
riding Republican economic philosophy
that extending dividends, capital gains
and other tax cuts for millionaires and
corporations create a rising tide that
lifts all boats.

Five years after the President’s $1.5
trillion tax cut, our national debt now
approaches $10 trillion. If our tax cuts
performed as promised by those across
the aisle, an exploding economy would
have wiped out this debt.

We have already proven that more
needs to be done than just hope that
sooner or later tax cuts will reach
Americans who need help the most.
But those who do need help must get in
line and hope that the benefits of tax
cuts for millionaires and corporations
will ultimately trickle down to them.

Perhaps the expanding gulf between
the haves and the almost-haves is best
illustrated by the fact that wages and
salaries now make up the lowest share
of gross domestic product since the
government began Keeping records on
that in 1947, while corporate profits
continue to break all-time records.
Meanwhile, the buying power of the
minimum wage has sunk to its lowest
level in 50 years.

What is missing are policies that en-
sure that the benefits of higher cor-
porate earnings, productivity and
globalization are widely shared, such
as real government support for higher
education, a progressive Tax Code and
affordable health care.

When choices are made at the ex-
pense of our safety net, choices that
benefit the top 1 percent who will never
struggle to pay a mortgage, never
struggle to keep up with gas prices,
never struggle to put their children
through school, it is clear that a new
direction for our economy is long over-
due.

How can the Republicans argue that
this economy is bound in the right di-
rection when our Nation is saddled
with record-breaking deficits over 4
consecutive years, combined with deep
and painful cuts to hospitals, to
schools, and to security? At least the
Republicans’ budget outlook since 2001
has been consistent. Americans could
bank on the American budgets to slash
funding for proven homeland security
programs, veterans benefits, education
and health care priorities, all the while
cutting taxes for millionaires who need
the break the least.

As real-life indicators of poor Federal
spending choices, such as stagnant
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wages, soaring crime rates and rising
health care premiums and drug prices
begin to take their toll on Americans,
it is our responsibility to react. In-
stead, inaction reigns under the direc-
tion of the current leadership.

In some cases, this inaction has
yielded to half-hearted solutions, such
as an energy bill that does more for oil
and gas companies than lower gas
prices, a Medicare bill that does more
for drug companies and HMOs than
make life-saving drugs affordable, a
pension bill that takes it easy on cor-
porate boards while ignoring the de-
cline of traditional defined benefit
plans.

Eleven days away from the start of
the fiscal year, the record of this Re-
publican Congress on the economy
shows that we have not completed a
budget or a single appropriations bill.

Fiscal irresponsibility has reached
unprecedented new lows, depending on
how you look at it. The debt limit has
been raised for the fifth time in as
many years to almost $10 trillion.

Perhaps we shouldn’t be worried.
After all, the President’s budget direc-
tor said last month that $200 billion an-
nual deficits are sustainable indefi-
nitely. Apparently normal budget rules
don’t apply to this administration.

But they do apply to a middle-class
family of four living on Long Island
whose monthly cost-of-living expenses,
due mostly to rising gas prices and
health care costs, are rapidly exceeding
wage increases. Perhaps their creditors
and collection agents will understand
that outstanding debts owed by fami-
lies sinking deeper into red ink are sus-
tainable indefinitely.

We can fix this mess. We have the
blueprint; a new direction for America.
And we only need to look to past and
proven methods, like the pay-as-you-go
budget rules that were enforced in the
previous administration and produced
surpluses that helped us start buying
down our national debt.

Indeed, we Democrats resolve to re-
store what should be the goals of our
Federal budget, to reflect the priority
of our Nation, to build a strong econ-
omy, and to set policies that reflect
the values and priorities of the main-
stream of Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to work-
ing with all of my colleagues who rec-
ognize that it is long past time to re-
verse course on this economy and sup-
port a new direction for America.

0 2045
BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
REICHERT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. ETHERIDGE) is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
tonight to join my Democratic col-
leagues to call for a new direction in
our Federal budget priorities. I want to
thank my friend ARTUR DAVIS from the
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Budget Committee and the Democratic
committee staff for arranging this se-
ries of speeches on this very important
subject.

The Federal budget is much more
than a boring government document or
irrelevant policy paper. The Federal
budget is our Nation’s mission state-
ment. The budget is our collective ex-
pression of our national priorities, and
it reflects the values of our national
leadership. Unfortunately, the values
of the current national leadership, as
reflected in the Federal budget, are a
sorry state of affairs.

I am very proud that during my first
term in this United States House, Con-
gress and the President joined together
to move toward balancing the Federal
budget for the first time in decades.
Democrats and Republicans reached
across the partisan aisle and worked
together to balance the books for the
first time in over a generation.

The surpluses generated from the
balanced budget were used to pay down
the national debt, strengthen the So-
cial Security Trust Fund and to make
key investments in essential services
like education and health. And we had
enough left over to fund cutting-edge
research and development that is the
gateway to America’s economic future
and quality of life.

Unfortunately, all of that progress
was reversed when the current admin-
istration took office. The current ad-
ministration and the Republican Party
bosses here in Congress have passed in-
credibly irresponsible budgets with dis-
astrous results for our economy and for
future generations. These record defi-
cits and rising national debt present a
crushing burden as our legacy and
produce profound neglect of our basic
infrastructure.

Just this morning, the Raleigh,
North Carolina, News and Observer re-
ported my State is running billions of
dollars short in funding necessary to
rejuvenate aging roads, schools and
water systems. The 2006 North Carolina
Infrastructure Report Card by the
American Society of Engineers gave
my State a C-minus grade on nine key
categories of infrastructure readiness.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the Federal
Government needs to work in partner-
ship with our States and local commu-
nities to meet the needs of our people.

I have worked for several years with
my good friend Congressman CHARLIE
RANGEL of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee to pass Federal legislation to
leverage school bonds on the local
level. This legislation will make a real
difference throughout America to build
new schools, relieve overcrowding, en-
hance safety and improve education for
our children. Unfortunately, under the
current Republican regime, we cannot
even get a hearing on the Rangel-
Etheridge bill.

But worse than not passing new bills,
the Republican budget fails to pay for
the laws they have put on the books.
For example, the No Child Left Behind,
which the President bragged about as
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