September 20, 2006

National School Backpack Awareness
Day is a prime example of how occupa-
tional therapy works within our
schools and communities to promote
wellness and improve quality of life. I
know today will be a success and ask
my colleagues to join me in celebrating
September 20, 2006, as National School
Backpack Awareness Day.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

STILLWATER MINING COMPANY

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I once
heard my home State of Montana de-
scribed as a small town with long
streets and I can’t think of a more apt
description. We are all neighbors, and
one of our cardinal rules is if your
neighbor needs help, lend a hand. Last
month, as fires raged across our State,
many of our neighbors needed a hand
and Montanans from all over Big Sky
country pitched into help. Among the
first to help out was the Stillwater
Mining Company.

As many are aware, the massive
Derby Mountain Fire caused serious
damage around Big Timber, MT. At one
time the Derby Mountain Fire was the
top priority fire in the country. When
the communities around Big Timber
needed help, the folks at the Stillwater
Mining Company rolled up their
sleeves and figured out how they could
help.

The Stillwater Mining Company
knew what a massive disaster the
Derby Fire had become, and how those
fighting the fire needed every pair of
hands they could get. To get more
boots on the ground, the Stillwater
Mining Company provided full pay
leave to all of their employees who vol-
unteered to either fight the fire or to
assist the fire crews. They paid for
every meal that the Red Cross served
at the Derby Fire. They sent their
human resource staffers to the area to
help manage the evacuations. Their
computer mapping specialists helped to
make highly sophisticated fire maps.
They sent their own personal bull-
dozers to the fire lines. They sent their
sprinkler systems to the front lines to
saturate areas to protect homes. They
also allowed helicopters to dip into
their mining ponds. And all of this was
done by the Stillwater Mining Com-
pany while at the same time they were
forced to shut their mines down for 8
days due to the fire.

The Stillwater Mining Company saw
a neighbor in need and without hesi-
tation they lent a hand. I am proud to
call them neighbor, and in Montana
there is no higher compliment.e

——
IN MEMORY OF JULIANNE
HAMMOND
e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, earlier

this month, the Wilmington commu-
nity lost Julianne Hammond—one of
our most prominent lawyers and a good
friend to my wife Jill.
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She was the 28th woman ever admit-
ted to practice law in Delaware and
worked for 30 years in real estate fi-
nance and land use law, changing the
landscape of our city with many rede-
velopment efforts.

Juli was a very outgoing, optimistic,
happy person, who never let her illness
get her down even as she battled breast
cancer for 18 years. She literally
worked until a week or so before she
passed away, never talking about how
sick she was.

She also was a very caring person
and wanted to help others in their bat-
tles with cancer. That is how we got to
know Juli. In 1994, she became a found-
ing board member of the Biden Breast
Health Initiative to help educate young
women on the importance of breast
self-exam and early detection. She
would assist Jill with special events
and raising funds, doing everything and
anything to help others.

I don’t know how she had the time
and energy, but Juli also served as vice
president of the board of the Wil-
mington Economic Development Cor-
poration, a board member of the Land
Use Committee for the Committee of
100, and secretary of the board of the
Wellness Community of Delaware.

Wilmington and New Castle County
will not be the same without Juli. I
know my colleagues join Jill and me in
extending our deepest sympathies to
her family.

———
MONTANA’S HEROES

e Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, the
great America poet Robert Frost once
said that ‘‘good fences make good
neighbors.” In my home State of Mon-
tana, nothing could be further from the
truth. Although our State is more than
600 miles wide, and nearly 300 miles
long, we really are one big small town.
And when one of our neighbors is in
need, we are always willing to roll up
our sleeves and lend a helping hand.

During this year’s fire season, many
of our neighbors were in dire need as
fires raged across our State. Nearly 1
million acres burned, an area larger
than the State of Rhode Island. As
homes, livestock, crops, and Iland
burned, Montanans from one corner of
the State to the other lost everything
they had. But from this destruction
and rubble, arose many Montana he-
roes, and I would like to take a mo-
ment to publicly recognize them.

On the front lines were all the brave
wild land firefighters. These men and
women came from all over the country,
and even some foreign countries, to put
their lives on the line for people they
had never met. While it is easy to be a
Monday morning quarterback and
criticize some of their techniques, it is
clear that these brave men and women
deserve nothing but praise. When I vis-
ited the fires and I looked into the men
and women’s eyes after working 12
hour days in 100 degree heat, as they
were so exhausted they could hardly
stand, I knew that they had given ev-
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erything their all, 110 percent, to pro-
tect Montanans. These men and women
sought no praise or recognition, and
whenever they were congratulated they
would merely say, ‘“We’re just doing
our jobs.” But these men and women
weren’t just doing a job; they were sav-
ing lives, protecting property, and
nothing could be more heroic. Words
cannot do their deeds justice but on be-
half of every Montanan, I would like to
offer my deepest thanks.

And these men and women couldn’t
have done their job without all the sup-
port from different people and agencies
throughout the State. All the folks at
the Department of Natural Resources
and Conservation, the Montana Depart-
ment of Emergency Services, the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, the Park Serv-
ice, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Montana State and local law enforce-
ment, the local governments and coun-
ty commissioners, volunteer fire de-
partments, and the Northern Rockies
Coordinating Group, which coordinated
all these efforts, and their Federal
partners. All these folks worked tire-
lessly to manage these blazes. Day or
night they were constantly monitoring
the fires, providing important updates,
and making sure the people of the af-
fected communities had every resource
possible to deal with these disasters.

I would also like to recognize all the
people who worked behind the scenes,
the people whose names might not ap-
pear in the news, but without whose ef-
fort these fires couldn’t have been con-
tained. The busdrivers, the local volun-
teers, the food service providers, the pi-
lots, the list could go on and on. With-
out these services, the damage to my
home State would have been much
worse.

Finally, I would like to thank all the
Montanans who rolled up their sleeves,
saw a neighbor in need, and helped out.
Whether it was ranchers helping move
livestock, community organizations
and churches holding clothing drives,
or people opening their homes to those
who had nowhere to go, all these people
truly exemplify the Montana spirit.

The 2006 fire season will go down in
history as one of worst in our State’s
history. Yet it will also go down as a
time when neighbors helped neighbors,
when people traveled hundreds of miles
to lend a hand to a friend. It will go
down as a time of heroes.®

————————

IN MEMORY OF ELLA LITTLE
CROMWELL

e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, it
is with a heavy heart that I rise today
in memory of Ella Little Cromwell, a
truly remarkable woman from Hartford
who passed away Sunday, September
17. Mrs. Cromwell was one of the most
engaging and charismatic people I have
ever had the pleasure to know.
Through tireless effort, Ella Cromwell
became a real political institution in
Hartford, and was a leader in many ef-
forts to promote justice and equal
rights.
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