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agencies to interrogate undocumented
individuals in our country without any
funding, because what the Federal Gov-
ernment is going to do is hand that re-
sponsibility to local sheriffs and city
police officers and send the rec-
ommendation for the 250 Border Patrol
officers to the House when they know
we need 2,000. Let’s stop handing it
down to local governments and saying
it is your responsibility. Let’s man up,
woman up and leader up and do what
we have to do on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. We are saying if we are in
the majority, we will do it.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. As I stated ear-
lier, if Democratic amendments over
the course of the past few years, the
last 5 years, would have been adopted,
there would be 6,600 more Border Pa-
trol agents. There would be 1,400 more
detention beds, and 2,700 more immi-
gration enforcement agents along our
borders to help us solve some of these
problems.

It is a lot like when you invite me
out to dinner and you offer to buy me
dinner, and then you don’t bring your
wallet, you know what I mean, and
then I end up paying for the dinner. It
is just the same thing. You say you are
going to provide the Border Patrol
agents, and then there is no money
there. You invite me to dinner, and
then there is no money there. It is
pretty much the same thing.

Mr. Speaker, as we wrap up here, this
is the 30-something Working Group. We
are taking e-mails. You can visit us at
www.HouseDemocrats.gov/
30something. All of the charts that you
see here, Mr. Speaker, are accessible on
that Web page.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Wanda
Evans, one of his secretaries.

——————

HONORING SERVICEMEMBERS IN
GLOBAL WAR ON TERROR

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
REICHERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Speaker, as I rise to-
night to begin this hour, I rise with a
very heavy heart, but with the most re-
newed sense of pride and patriotism I
have ever had as I honor the life of Ser-
geant David Thomas Weir.

Sergeant David Weir died 8 days ago
on the streets of Baghdad in service to
our country. He is from Cleveland, TN,
where last night over 2,000 people
showed up at the Bradley Central High
School football arena to honor a great
American hero.
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I spoke with Sergeant Weir’s mother
and father 2 days ago, Lynn and Jackie
Weir, and it is just extraordinary to me
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that there are families in this country
that love freedom so much, love our
country so much that even in the most
grief and sadness they could ever imag-
ine or experience, a hundred percent
believe in the mission, the service, the
sacrifice of their own son to defend lib-
erty for our Nation.

Lynn Weir told me that if he would
have tried, and he didn’t, to keep his
son from going, he could not have kept
his son from going. He said David Weir,
from the time he was a little boy,
wanted to serve his country in uni-
form. He was a member of the 101st
Airborne. This was his career. This was
his way of life. He leaves a wife behind,
Alison; a little 18-month-old son,
Gavin, who does not understand what
has happened. But everyone else knows
very clearly what has happened. A
great American patriot died doing
what he wanted to do, which was to
stand in harm’s way on behalf of our
civilian population, as the Greatest
Generation did, as other generations
have been called to, at a time when
there is a very real and imminent
threat to our way of life called the Is-
lamic jihadists.

And Sergeant Weir goes to heaven,
leaves this Earth, as others have, in
the most sacrificial way, answering the
scriptural call that says ‘“‘No greater
love hath any man than to lay down
his life for his friends.”

And I say to Jackie and to Lynn and
to Alison and to Gavin, your father;
your husband; Chris, his brother; your
son gave his life for everyone in our
country. We will never forget him. We
will always remember him. We hail his
life, a sacrificial life of service to oth-
ers, putting everyone else above him-
self, believing in his mission and his
comrades.

His father said he talked to him the
day before and he was so excited about
getting out in the streets of Baghdad
because he didn’t want to be sitting be-
hind a desk, because that was not what
he was trained to do. That was not
what he volunteered to do. That was
not what he was prepared to do. He did
what he went there to do, and it cost
him his life. And while his parents
grieve, our State and our Nation stand
united, I believe, in their full apprecia-
tion of his life and his sacrifice and his
extraordinary courage and bravery.

On Monday, this coming Monday, I
am honored to be with the family in
Chattanooga, Tennessee, with full mili-
tary honors as we lay him to rest in
the national cemetery.

Thank you, Sergeant Weir, for loving
our country so much that you were
willing to die for it.

Another friend from my district,
Lieutenant Colonel Brett Hale, is there
serving in Iraq today. He is the com-
mander of the Dragon Slayers. He too
is a patriot. His family is back home
praying for him every day, a wife and
children.

He sent me an e-mail 10 days ago. I
want to read part of it in my tribute
and our honor on the House floor to-
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night of these great American patriots
who volunteered to serve our country
and make their life secondary to ours.

He wrote me and said: “If we could
only get the truth communicated to
the public, they would know we have
made great strides here in Iraq. Weekly
we are transferring responsibility for
the security in many provinces,” and
another one was transferred yesterday,
““and cities back to the Iraqi military.
While certain people want to say it is a
‘civil war,” I want to tell you firsthand
it is more about Islamic jihadists
crossing over the borders. They con-
tinue to attempt to disrupt a young
emerging democracy. The insurgents
are capitalizing on the inexperience of
this government and directly causing
the sectarian violence and so-called
fueling the fire. They get more and
more strength and resolve when they
hear the discourse in our country.
They know it is only a matter of time
before we give up because we perceive
the war in Iraq is too difficult.

‘“We all know anything worthwhile is
not easy. Freedom is not free. The
Iraqis are trying to make it work. If we
retreat, the terrorists win. They win
now and they win in the future when
they have a safe haven to plan, train,
and operate and attack us again.

‘It is our choice. We are either going
to support our efforts to win the global
war on terror, or we are going to sup-
port those that want to retreat inside
our borders and wait for the next at-
tack. We found out on 9/11 if we re-
treat, they attack.

“Finally, why did we go to Iraq? Ask
yourself why did we fight Germany in
World War II? Japan attacked us, not
Germany. The same principle applies.
We couldn’t take the chance then and
we can’t now. Those that say otherwise
are sympathizing with the enemy.”

That is from Lieutenant Colonel
Brett Hale to me on the ground in Iraq.
What a patriot. As he says, the word is
not getting out in this country in a fair
way of the progress that we are mak-
ing. As General Casey said, “If we
leave, they will follow us home.”” These
threats are real.

Mr. Speaker, I have been down here 4
weeks in a row as I have been in Wash-
ington to try to go through the sever-
ity of these real threats around the
world and the fact that the jihadists
are spreading like wildfire through Eu-
rope. Read the book ‘“While Europe
Slept.” Read the book ‘‘Londonstan.”
You will know that through the
mosques there is a radicalization under
way. Even the Pope can’t speak of it
because it is not politically correct to
say that fanaticism in religion is not
good for the world. It ought to be obvi-
ous. Regardless of what the religion is
or how many there are or what is po-
litically correct, fanaticism does lead
to holy wars and the crusades. And we
don’t want that. We want the mullahs
and the ayatollahs to condemn suicide
bombings. We want peace and security
for the world. We want our allies to
have a backbone and stand up and ac-
knowledge the threat. We want our
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