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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on May
22, 2006. | would like the record to show that,
had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on rollcall vote No. 177, a motion to suspend
the rules and pass S. 1235, the Veterans Ben-
efits Improvement Act, and “yea” on rolicall
vote No. 178, a motion to suspend the rules
and pass H.R. 3858, the Pets Evacuation and
Transportation Standards Act.

TRIBUTE TO PALOMAR COLLEGE
HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to con-
gratulate Palomar College on their 60th anni-
versary.

Palomar College is one of the most com-
prehensive community colleges in the United
States, offering North County, San Diego resi-
dents more than 300 degree and certificate
programs for transfer to four-year universities,
job training, and personal enrichment. Its com-
mitment to lifelong learning and its status as a
cultural center for northern San Diego County
make Palomar College a tremendous edu-
cational asset to California and the Nation.

Palomar began with only 100 students; the
first classes were held on September 23,
1946, on the campus of Vista High School in
Vista, California. It has since grown to become
one of our State’s largest community colleges.
Palomar College now has an enroliment of
over 30,000 students and is widely respected
for its excellent programs, faculty, administra-
tion, the success of its students, and the serv-
ice it provides to the communities of northern
San Diego County.

Mr. Speaker, because of Palomar College’s
dedication to education and the improvement
of individuals, | want to recognize and honor
this institution of higher learning. | congratulate
and applaud Palomar College upon the ob-
servance of its 60th anniversary and for the
valuable contribution it makes to our society
and to the future of its students.

———

A TRIBUTE TO PRIVATE ERIC M.
KAVANAGH

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
before you today to honor the life of a Mary-
land soldier who died honorably serving his
country in support of Operation Iraqgi Freedom.
Private Eric M. Kavanagh from Glen Burnie,
Maryland was a dedicated and loyal service-
man. His courage enabled him to be a leader
among his peers.

The 20-year-old private was trained as a
Bradley tank driver. He was assigned to the
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1st Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat team, 1st Infantry Division,
Schweinfurt, Germany. After his training, he
was stationed in Iraq for 5 weeks.

| commend Private Kavanagh for his cour-
age to serve our country and to fight for free-
dom in an unsettled world. Without doubt, his
bravery gives his parents, Mr. Kelvin T.
Kavanagh and Ms. Rhonda Kavanagh great
pride. Private Kavanagh was the oldest of
three children. He is remembered for being
not only a magnanimous and compassionate
soldier but also an incredible brother and son.

Prior to joining the Army, Private Kavanagh
worked for a weekly shopping publication, the
Pennysaver. Co-workers said he was always
happy and smiling. He attended Folger
McKinsey Elementary School, Severna Park
Middle School, and Chesapeake High School.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join with me
today to honor the patriotism of Private Eric M.
Kavanagh. His love of country and willingness
to serve his country will forever last in our
hearts and minds. He made the ultimate sac-
rifice for the United States of America and he
will always be remembered as a hero from
Maryland.

IN HONOR OF DAN ALBERT

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the achievements of Dan Albert, who is
retiring this year after serving as the mayor of
Monterey since 1986. His long career rep-
resents success, accomplishment, and com-
munity service. Dan served on the City of
Monterey Parks and Recreation Commission
for several years. He is a former member and
Chair of the Local Agency Formation Commis-
sion (LAFCO), the one local position that he
and | have both held. He was elected to the
City Council in 1979 and elected Mayor in
1986, and is now in his tenth term.

But length of service is not everything.
When first elected to the City Council, Mon-
terey was in the economic doldrums. The fish-
ing industry was depressed, the tourism indus-
try was moribund and local military economic
activity was under constant threat. What a dif-
ference 26 years of real leadership makes.
Last year the BRAC Commission reaffirmed
the indispensable role that Monterey plays in
supporting the Defense Language Institute
and Naval Postgraduate School. Monterey is
the center of a thriving regional tourism econ-
omy. Its convention center, its Window on the
Bay Park, aquarium, and coastal recreation
trail all draw and enrich visitors from at home
and abroad. The City of Monterey is a national
model for the participation of its citizens in
neighborhood preservation and enhancement.
All of these trends, and many others, have
Dan Albert’s quiet leadership at their center. It
is a legacy that has made a permanent mark
on Monterey.

Dan’s previous career spanned 37 years as
a teacher at Monterey High School, where he
coached the varsity football team for 23 of
those years. He and his wife, Joanne, are life-
time residents of the city and both attended
Monterey High School. They have four grown
children and ten grandchildren.
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Mr. Speaker, | am certain that | have not
heard the last from Dan, as | expect he will re-
main an active member of the community, but
| do want to wish him and his family the best
as they enter this exciting new chapter. On
behalf of the United States Congress, | would
like to congratulate the accomplishments of
Dan Albert and express my sincere gratitude
for his commitment to the community.

—

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably absent from this chamber on Sep-
tember 19 and 25, 2006. | would like the
record to show that, had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall vote Nos.
451, 452, 453 and 473 and “no” on rollcall
vote Nos. 471 and 472.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF MR.
THEODORE F. GUNDLACH

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the distinguished career and extensive com-
munity involvement of Mr. Theodore F. (Ted)
Gundlach of Belleville, lllinois.

Ted Gundlach was born, along with his twin
brother, Joseph, on January 11, 1924, in
Belleville, lllinois. Ted’s father, T.J. Gundlach
had, the year before, opened a small machine
shop to provide tools and equipment for the
local mines and factories.

After college, where he earned a degree in
mechanical engineering, Ted accepted an ap-
pointment to the U.S. Naval Reserves in 1943
and served for the duration of World War II.
He was discharged in 1946 with the rank of
Lieutenant J.G.

Returning home to Belleville, Ted entered
the family business, T.J. Gundlach Machine
Co. and J.M.J. Industries, Inc. Starting as
General Manager, Ted would become Presi-
dent and CEO and expand the Gundlach Ma-
chine Co. market reach to six continents.

As much as Ted poured his energy into his
business, he also found time to be personally
involved in his community. Ted has served on
16 different boards of directors, been a mem-
ber of numerous fraternal, business and civic
organizations and helped to steer many com-
munity and charitable projects. He has re-
ceived a number of awards from business,
professional, educational and civic organiza-
tions, recognizing his contributions and leader-
ship.

While Ted built his company into a position
of international leadership in their marketplace
and has performed outstanding service to his
community, he has always been devoted to
his family. Ted and his wife, Patricia, live in
Belleville, lllinois and have two children, Mary
Barbara Compton and Laurie Ann Frillman.
They have three grandchildren, Amanda, Molly
and Lucas.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in an expression of appreciation to Mr. Theo-
dore Gundlach for his years of service to his
community and to wish he and his family the
very best in the future.

—

WELCOME TO PRESIDENT
NURSULTAN NAZARBAYEV

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome to the United States, our
true friend and strong ally, the President of
Kazakhstan, His  Excellency  Nursultan
Nazarbayev.

Since gaining independence in 1991,
Kazakhstan has overcome numerous obsta-
cles and challenges to emerge as one of the
world’s most dynamic and promising nations.
Much of the credit for that should go to Presi-
dent Nazarbayev who led his country through
difficult and painful reforms which brought
about strong economic and democratic
change.

Economically, Kazakhstan is accelerating
beyond neighboring countries and most other
countries in the world. It is evident that citi-
zens of Kazakhstan are being offered a better
tomorrow because the leadership remains
committed in investing in its people and coun-
try.

Democratically, the ongoing economic liber-
alization inspired by President Nazarbayev
would not be possible without the establish-
ment of democratic institutions coupled with a
civil society unique to the social-political na-
ture of Kazakhstan and its people. The cre-
ation of over 5,000 NGO’s, the founding of an
independent judiciary, and the institutionalizing
of a pluralistic, multi-party system are just a
few examples of the impressive “resume of
freedom” that this nation has built over the
last decade. Kazakhstan is setting a noble ex-
ample of what can be accomplished through

democracy.
Democratization and domestic initiatives are
intricately linked to foreign policy.

Kazakhstan’s dedication to the war on terror is
admirable and deeply appreciated by the
United States. It is important that the United
States and Kazakhstan continue to work to-
gether to defeat those who want to destroy
our most treasured values.

Today, Kazakhstan is a strong promoter of
global peace and stability and | commend
President Nazarbayev for taking concrete
steps to bring together people of different reli-
gions by initiating the Congress of World and
Traditional Religions which has become a re-
spected forum where believers of all faiths can
work in partnership to find better ways for a
better future.

Additionally, Kazakhstan continues to serve
as a model to the global community in its
leadership on nonproliferation by voluntarily
disarming what was once the world’s fourth
largest nuclear arsenal.

Mr. Speaker, Kazakhstan has a rich cultural
heritage and a bright future. The people of
Kazakhstan should be proud of their achieve-
ments and their leader. It is my hope that the
United States and Kazakhstan will continue to
build bridges, share ideas, and work closely
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together for years to come. | am confident that
President Nazarbayev’s visit to Washington is
a strong testament of our growing strategic
partnership, and | join many of my colleagues
in wishing him a joyful and productive stay in
our Nation’s Capital.

———

THANKING MR. RON KURTZ FOR
HIS SERVICE TO THE HOUSE

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, on the occasion
of his retirement in September 2006, we rise
to thank Mr. Ron Kurtz for 26 years of out-
standing service to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Ron began his career at the House working
as a Systems Programmer. In that capacity,
Ron has served this great institution for the
last 26 years as a valuable employee of
House Information Resources (HIR) within the
Office of the Chief Administrative Officer. Ron
has made significant contributions in the im-
plementation and management of the main-
frame computing environment and, more re-
cently, as a key member of the Storage Area
Network (SAN) team. Ron’s impeccable man-
agement of the mainframe computing environ-
ment, through emergencies such as the an-
thrax contamination event, was key to main-
taining continuity of such essential House ap-
plications as payroll, the Legislative Informa-
tion Management Systems (LIMS) and Com-
mittee Calendars (CCALS). Additionally, Ron
has expertly managed the mainframe environ-
ment through numerous advances in tech-
nology to include integration with a Storage
Area Network as part of the overall HIR busi-
ness continuity efforts.

On behalf of the entire House community,
we extend congratulations to Ron for his many
years of dedication and outstanding contribu-
tions to the U.S. House of Representatives.
We wish Ron many wonderful years in fulfilling
his retirement dreams.

———

ENHANCING THE GLOBAL FIGHT
TO END HUMAN TRAFFICKING

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 26, 2006

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | chaired a briefing and hearing of the
House International Relations Committee to
examine means to enhance the global fight to
end human trafficking.

When | held the first hearing on trafficking
as chairman of the Subcommittee on Inter-
national Operations and Human Rights back in
1999, only a handful of countries had laws ex-
plicitly prohibiting the practice of human traf-
ficking. Individuals who engaged in this exploi-
tation did so without fear of legal repercus-
sions. Victims of trafficking were treated as
criminals and illegal immigrants, and had no
access to assistance to escape the slavery-
like conditions in which they were trapped.
Few seemed to even be aware that this
modem form of slavery was taking place, and
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those who did failed to recognize it as a viola-
tion of fundamental human rights.

However, the situation has changed mark-
edly over the past 6 years. Significant credit
for improvements must be attributed to the en-
actment of the trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000, together with two reauthorizations
of that Act in 2003 and 2005, all of which |
sponsored. These three laws created a com-
prehensive framework for combating trafficking
in persons abroad, as well as the trafficking of
American girls and young women within the
U.S. As a result of these three laws, our gov-
ernment has been a leader in addressing this
serious human rights violation and encour-
aging other governments to do the same.

Just this past weekend, | experienced the
impact of this leadership during a trip to Iraq.
Millions of people who lack job opportunities
are misled by ads for well-paying jobs and
leave their countries for what is presented to
them to be the chance of a lifetime. Last year,
the Chicago Tribune did a series of articles
detailing a practice by employment brokers
and subcontractors to bring laborers into Iraq
through fraud or coercion. The seizure of the
workers’ passports and recruitment “fees”
made it difflcult for them to escape employ-
ment in a war zone. After the State Depart-
ment trafficking report confirmed this practice,
my Subcommittee held a hearing in which
Colonel Robert Boyles testifled that the mili-
tary had issued an order that all contracts in-
clude a clause allowing termination without
penalty, prohibits the use of unlicensed em-
ployment brokers, and ends the practice of
confiscating worker passports.

With the compliance inspections set to
begin this month, one of the major objectives
of my visit to Iraq was to ensure that the order
on labor trafficking would be enforced. Major
General Bruce Moore, the Chief of Staff for
our military in lrag, assured me that compli-
ance was being checked on this. As of the
time of our subcommittee hearing, 90 percent
of the contracts had been modified, and the
military is ensuring that the other 10 percent
will be modified and that implementation of the
order will be complete.

Also on my trip this weekend, | spoke with
State Department officials about trafficking in
Kuwait and Germany. According to reports
earlier this year, more than 40 Indian youth
had been stranded in Kuwait when their pass-
ports had been confiscated by unscrupulous
job brokers and had been penalized by Ku-
waiti police. State Department officials told me
that they have launched an aggressive pro-
gram entitled FALCON for Fostering Aware-
ness of Labor Conditions to let foreign workers
know their rights. In Germany, State Depart-
ment officials described efforts to discourage
patronage of brothels during the World Cup
earlier this year in which women and girls
were coerced into prostitution. Efforts were es-
pecially concentrated on ensuring that the
U.S. military did not patronize such establish-
ments. Since the end of the World Cup, the
U.S. has continued to work with the German
government to ensure that coerced prostitution
is ended to the extent possible and facilities
are established to help prostitutes who want to
escape that life.

One of the key components of the 2000 Act
is the requirement that the Secretary of State
provide Congress with a list of those countries
whose governments are not fully complying
with minimum standards to eliminate trafficking
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