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A graduate of Hobart and Buffalo State Col-

leges, Paul began his career in public service 
as a Buffalo Public School teacher. After 
teaching elementary school for several years, 
Paul was elected Clerk of the Erie County 
Legislature, and later accepted appointment 
as a Deputy County Clerk in the administra-
tions of the late Genevieve Starociak and cur-
rent County Clerk David J. Swarts. 

In early 1988, following the November 1987 
election of then-Assemblyman Dennis T. 
Gorski as Erie County Executive, Paul be-
came a candidate for the open seat in the 
143rd Assembly District. Paul handily won 
election in 1988, was re-elected later that 
year, and never again faced a serious chal-
lenge for re-election. 

We know why he never faced a serious 
challenge—because Paul was and is an out-
standing public servant, a capable and effec-
tive Member of ‘‘the people’s house,’’ who 
steadfastly defended Western New York while 
in service in Albany. 

Over the years, Paul earned several impor-
tant committee posts, including the chairman-
ship of the Assembly’s committees on Election 
Law, where under Paul’s leadership a state 
constitutional amendment was adopted to im-
plement the 1993 federal ‘‘Motor Voter’’ law. 
Paul also chaired the Assembly’s committee 
on Tourism, Arts and Sports Development, 
where he emerged as a statewide leader and 
an advocate for cultural tourism, particularly as 
it impacted Western New York, and his advo-
cacy in increasing opportunities for cultural in-
stitutions to gain access to State capital funds 
as a means of expanding economic develop-
ment in local communities. 

The apex of Paul’s Assembly career coin-
cided with his ascension into the Assembly’s 
formal leadership structure, culminating in his 
January 2001 appointment by Assembly 
Speaker Sheldon Silver as Majority Leader. As 
Majority Leader, Paul assumed responsibility 
for directing the day-to-day operations of the 
legislative session in the Assembly chamber, 
serving as floor leader, setting the daily agen-
da, and overseeing debate and voting on all 
legislation coming before the house. As some-
one who served under Paul as a rank-and-file 
member for 4 of my 6 years, I was witness to 
the tremendous skill and dignity he displayed 
in that role. Simply put, Paul performed re-
markably in that role. 

Speaking on a personal level, when I came 
to the State Assembly as a freshman member 
in 1999, Paul was someone I sought out im-
mediately as a person with a tremendous 
amount of institutional knowledge—as some-
one with 10 years of seniority, Paul clearly 
had knowledge of the institution of the State 
Legislature that I did not myself possess. Paul 
was a tremendous help to me as I gained an 
understanding of the inner workings of Albany, 
and I have always credited his help and guid-
ance as of critical importance. 

In 2004, when New York’s 27th District seat 
in Congress suddenly came open, Paul and I 
were both potential candidates. As days wore 
on, Paul and I met, and he soon offered me 
his unconditional support. Paul co-chaired my 
successful election campaign in 2004, and has 
been an ally and a friend as I have sought to 
effectively represent Western New York in 
Congress. 

Paul has a great many accomplishments 
about which to be proud, but knowing him as 
I do, Paul takes no greater pride in any of his 

personal accomplishments than that which 
concerns his family. Paul and his Sylvia are 
parents of three outstanding adult children, 
Kristie, Jennifer, and Andrew. Paul and Sylvia 
also rightly take tremendous pride in their 
three grandchildren, Jacob and Bradley Kantor 
and Sydney Tokasz. To his immense credit, 
Paul’s decision to retire from public service at 
such a relatively young age was undertaken 
out of his sincere desire to spend more time 
with his family. 

Paul Tokasz is a tremendous example of a 
dedicated, effective public servant, and I was 
and remain proud to call him a governmental 
colleague. More to the point, I am prouder still 
to call Paul Tokasz my friend. In closing, Mr. 
Speaker, I ask you to join me in wishing Paul, 
Sylvia and their entire family good luck and 
Godspeed in all of their future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE 
OF JANET FITZGERALD 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Janet Fitzgerald as 
the Denton Parks and Recreation Director. 
Ms. Fitzgerald will be retiring from 15 years of 
service to the city of Denton in the 26th Dis-
trict of Texas. 

Ms. Fitzgerald joined the city of Denton as 
a park planner in 1991. After demonstrating 
years of leadership and dedication to the city 
of Denton, Ms. Fitzgerald became the parks 
and recreation director in 2003. Under her vi-
sionary direction, Denton’s parks have re-
ceived national recognitions and awards, in-
cluding Excellence in Aquatics, the Gold 
Medal for Excellence in Parks and Recreation 
Management, and the Texas Gold Medal, the 
highest award from the Texas Recreation and 
Parks Society. 

Ms. Fitzgerald has the enriched lives of 
Denton community citizens through com-
prehensive recreation initiatives and a wide 
variety of local programs. Denton Mayor Perry 
McNeill noted that the city will miss her pres-
ence in the city of Denton. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize Janet 
Fitzgerald for her service and leadership in the 
Denton community. Retiring to spend more 
time with her daughter and volunteer at her 
church, I wish Ms. Fitzgerald the best of luck 
in her future endeavors. Her contributions and 
commitment to the city of Denton should in-
spire us all. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF MOUNT OLIVE MIS-
SIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today and 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in honoring Mount Olive Missionary Baptist 
Church as they celebrate 100 years of wor-
ship. The church is holding a banquet on De-
cember 9 to kickoff a yearlong celebration of 
the centennial anniversary. 

In 1902 several members of Flint, Michi-
gan’s African-American community gathered 
with the Reverend William Lyons at the home 
of Mrs. Sarah Howard and held worship serv-
ices. They aspired to organize an official 
church and in 1907 their dream was realized. 
A church home was established on Ward 
Street, now Twelfth Street, and Mount Olive 
Missionary Baptist Church was born. 

Over the years the church moved twice until 
it found a permanent home at 424 
Kennelworth Street in 1950. Under the guid-
ance of Reverend Robert T. Turpin the church 
grew. Reverend Turpin led the congregation 
for 33 years and made many improvements to 
the property including the construction of 
Turpin Fellowship Hall. 

Reverend Roy I. Greer became the pastor 
in 1972. Reverend Greer has directed the 
sanctuary renovations, installed a new bap-
tistery, refurbished the offices and classrooms. 
In 1999 the Family Life Center was con-
structed. The basketball court, kitchen, and 
classrooms are the cornerstone of the commu-
nity outreach spearheaded by Reverend 
Greer. The recreation center has provided a 
place for young people to gather in a safe, 
loving environment. 

As the first African-American Baptist Church 
in the Flint area, Mount Olive Missionary Bap-
tist Church has fostered many persons that 
went on to become ordained ministers of the 
Word of God. It has stood as a beacon of light 
for every social justice movement over the 
past 100 years and continues to provide sol-
ace and help for the most vulnerable in our 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Mount Olive Missionary Baptist Church 
as they celebrate 100 years of consecrated 
service to Our Lord, Jesus Christ. May they 
continue to act in the Name of the Lord for an-
other 100 years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SAN LEANDRO 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to the 100th anniversary of the San 
Leandro, CA, Public Library. San Leandro’s 
first free public library was established in Jan-
uary 1906 and was located at the old City Hall 
on Davis Street. 

On January 31, 1906, the Library Board of 
Trustees appointed Mary Brown as San 
Leandro’s first official librarian. Her starting 
salary was $12.50 a month and she served as 
librarian from 1906 to 1938. 

In 1907, plans were made to construct a li-
brary building. Library Trustee Talcott P. Cary 
donated the 35-acre plot and wealthy steel 
magnate Andrew Carnegie donated $10,000 
towards its construction. William H. Weeks, an 
architect famous for designing Carnegie librar-
ies, was selected. The library’s dedication 
ceremony was held on May 14, 1909. 

The old Carnegie library was demolished to 
make way for a new 11⁄2-story library building. 
The architect was Francis Joseph McCarthy. 
The new library, dedicated on January 15, 
1961, was over 44,660 square feet and had a 
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capacity for 120,000 books. Its features in-
cluded two garden courts, a lecture hall, sev-
eral meeting rooms and an art studio. 

Retrofitting and renovation of the 1961 main 
library began in 1997. The library was ex-
panded to a two-story building and 75,000 
square feet. Its grand opening was on Decem-
ber 16, 2000 and showcased its impressive 
features, which include 75 public computers, 
an electronic learning center, lecture hall, art 
gallery, 6 meeting rooms as well as a gift 
shop, café and book store. There are currently 
over 219,000 books in the San Leandro Li-
brary’s collection and the library serves an av-
erage of 50,000 patrons a month. 

I applaud the city of San Leandro and the 
administrators and staff of the San Leandro 
Public Library for their exemplary efforts to 
keep the library functioning with enhanced 
technology and outstanding patron services. 

Happy 100th birthday and best wishes for 
continued success. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MASTER 
SERGEANT KEVIN M. DAVIS 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor MSG Kevin M. Davis for his courageous 
valor in Operation Enduring Freedom, OEF, 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom, OIF, and his 
continued voluntary service in support of the 
mission. 

Master Sergeant Davis is the first sergeant 
assigned to the Joint Air Ground Operations 
Group at Nellis Air Force Base, NV. He is a 
qualified joint terminal attack controller and a 
tactical air controller/instructor as well as a 
qualified military freefall jumpmaster, static line 
jumpmaster, Army pathfinder, and Army air 
assault. He has been deployed four times in 
support of OEF and OIF, where he has always 
been the first to volunteer to serve his country. 
For his combat heroism, Master Sergeant 
Davis received the Bronze Star with Valor. 

In addition to the Bronze Star, Master Ser-
geant Davis has received numerous awards 
and decorations, including the Meritorious 
Service Medal, Joint Service Commendation 
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraq 
Campaign Medal, and the Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary and Service Medals. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize MSG Kevin M. Davis for his admirable 
service in defense of democracy and freedom. 
He is truly an American hero. I wish him luck 
with all his future deeds. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF LETHA 
ADAMS CANNON’S 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 100th birthday of a woman who is 
not only an example of strength to her family, 
but to all of us as well. 

Born in Hartville, OH, December 11, 1906, 
Letha was the second-born of 10 children to 

Alvin and Jesse Adams. The family of 12 re-
sided in Ohio until 1915, when they moved 
west, on what she describes as ‘‘a very long 
train ride.’’ The family settled on a farm in 
French Camp, just outside of Stockton, CA. 

Letha married Wilfred Cannon in 1928. They 
raised two children, Ruth and Wilfred, Jr., in 
the Stockton area. 

After Wilfred passed away, Letha per-
severed, and even began a new career as a 
nurse. She spent 11 years at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital. 

In addition to her roles as a nurturing moth-
er and nurse, Letha has made time for her 
community. She has been active in the PTA, 
Grange, Escalon Presbyterian Church, French 
Camp Vaqueros, and Dixon Community 
Church. 

As if her plate was not full enough, Letha is 
a prize-winning gardener. Her African Violets 
took first place at the Dixon May Fair. 

Letha also takes pleasure in travel. Even at 
her age, in the past year, she has flown 
across the country to New Jersey and Wis-
consin. 

Letha is blessed with 5 surviving siblings, 2 
children, 8 grandchildren, 17 great grand-
children, and 29 nieces and nephews. 

Her family and friends have gathered to-
gether to celebrate her remarkable age of 100 
and to thank her for being their ‘‘foster mom,’’ 
as many fondly call her. 

Letha Adams Cannon has spent her life en-
joying travel, gardening, and most of all, her 
family. I wish Letha and her family the best on 
this momentous occasion. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF TIMOTHY M. 
SATOLA AND RECOGNITION OF 
THE SATOLA FAMILY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory of Tim Satola. A model citizen 
throughout his life, Tim’s enthusiasm, motiva-
tion, and personal drive to help people is 
echoed in his accomplishments. 

A leader all his life, Tim was high school 
linebacker for the Garfield Bulldogs. His en-
ergy and spirit was an inspiration to his team-
mates and anyone who knew him. On the 
football team, his passion and energy earned 
him a reputation as ‘‘the light of the team.’’ 
Tim went on to graduate from nursing school 
and began his career as a registered nurse 
shortly before his untimely passing. 

Tim’s commitment to helping people con-
tinues even after his death with the establish-
ment of the Tim Satola Scholarship Fund. His 
parents, Donna and Dennis Satola, set up the 
scholarship fund to help students of Garfield 
Heights High School with the financial burdens 
of attending college. Already, the fund has 
awarded two $500 scholarships. 

The Tim Satola Memorial Scholarship Fund 
honors students who share Tim’s zest for life 
and his commitment to helping others. The 
fund continues the tremendous compassionate 
spirit that Tim would have wanted to inspire in 
the students of his high school alma mater. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the memory of Tim Satola and the 
continuing inspiration he brings through the 

Tim Satola Scholarship Fund to the students 
of Garfield Heights High School. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
GILBERT F. WHITE 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 5, 2006 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor the life of Dr. 
Gilbert F. White, the ‘‘Father of Floodplain 
Management,’’ who died October 5, 2006 in 
his home in Boulder Colorado. He will be 
missed by friends and loved ones, yet the leg-
acy of his social and environmental vision will 
long continue in communities throughout the 
world. 

Gilbert F. White was born on November 26, 
1911 in Hyde Park, Illinois and received his 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from the 
University of Chicago. As a graduate student 
in the late 1930s, he studied the Mississippi 
River Basin for the federal government when 
many planners followed a flood control policy 
based on the construction of dams. White 
questioned the impact of such projects and 
suggested alternatives that protected people, 
as well as floodplain ecosystems. He served 
as president of Haverford College in Pennsyl-
vania from 1946 until 1955 and taught at the 
University of Chicago from 1956 to 1969. He 
was a visiting professor at the University of 
Oxford in 1962–63, and he chaired the Amer-
ican Friends Service Committee from 1963 to 
1969. 

In 1970, White joined the faculty of the Uni-
versity of Colorado at Boulder as a Professor 
of Geography and Director of the Institute of 
Behavioral Science, remaining active in aca-
demic work well into his 90s. He founded the 
University of Colorado’s Natural Hazard Re-
search and Applications Information Center in 
1974 which has become the nation’s leading 
repository of knowledge on human behavior in 
disasters. White’s work in natural hazard miti-
gation changed the way people addressed 
their surroundings and made the world safer 
for its inhabitants in the process. In his doc-
toral dissertation of 1942, White wrote, 
‘‘Floods are acts of God, but flood losses are 
largely acts of man.’’ So significant was this 
work that it has since been called the most in-
fluential book ever written by an American ge-
ographer. 

In an era characterized by the construction 
of bigger and stronger flood control devices, 
Dr. White pioneered effective models of flood 
management that promoted public safety while 
preserving rivers and waterways. He was a 
true humanitarian, making extraordinary con-
tributions toward educating governments on 
the most effective actions available in man-
aging floodplains and alleviating flood losses. 
Dr. White’s persistence convinced the nation 
to take a broader view in reducing flood risks, 
culminating with the implementation of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program. This program 
encouraged responsible floodplain manage-
ment at the local level and created stronger, 
safer communities for generations of Ameri-
cans. 

Among White’s numerous honors are the 
National Geographic Society’s highest honor, 
the Hubbard Medal; the United Nation’s 
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