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I joined the procession of watching
where the coffin and the family pro-
ceeded through the small town of Poth,
Texas, and the people turned out in
droves to pay their respects to the fam-
ily. Veterans, firefighters, law enforce-
ment, patriot guard riders, teachers,
farmers and just regular citizens did
the best that they could to reduce the
pain of Mr. Mutz’s family.

Our thoughts, our prayers, and our
love go out to the family, as well as to
all of the soldiers and our servicemen
and women who are protecting our
great country. We love you and we re-
spect you.

————
A TIME FOR HEALING

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, the
election is over. We need to come to-
gether. There needs to be a healing
process for all of us in both parties; and
I can think of no better subject, and
there was an article in 2004, in the sum-
mer, in New York magazine. The title
of that article was ‘‘Fallout 3 years
after the World Trade Center attacks.
Thousands of cops, firefighters, people
who work and lived near the 9/11 dis-
aster have fallen sick and fallen ill.”

The EPA just a short time after that
disaster said all was clear. The air was
fit to breathe. The water was sufficient
to drink. It contained, in that disaster,
glass shards, pulverized concrete, many
carcinogens, including hundreds of
thousands of pounds of asbestos. It con-
tained benzene.

There are many people who have
been hurt. If you expose a person to
this amount of lead, cadmium, benzene,
asbestos, they are going to get sick.

We fill potholes in Baghdad. We have
forgotten our own first responders.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WAKE
FOREST DEMON DEACON FOOT-
BALL TEAM

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the Wake Forest
Demon Deacon football team on win-
ning the 2006 ACC championship, the
team’s first since 1970. Formerly
known as a basketball school and
picked to finish last in their division in
August, Wake Forest finished the sea-
son with its best record since 1940, 11-
2, after beating Georgia Tech in the
ACC championship game on Saturday.

Despite suffering injuries to several
key players early in the season, the
Demon Deacons bounced back and
shocked the Nation with their deter-
mination and will to win. Jim Grobe,
who has been named ACC Coach of the
Year, and heads the ballot for National
Coach of the Year, led the team to vic-
tory after victory with good old-fash-
ioned coaching, a smart offense and a
tenacious defense.
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With just 36,000 living undergraduate
alumni, Wake Forest has developed an
athletic program that rivals the big-
gest and most storied programs in the
country. Long known as an academic
powerhouse, the Demon Deacons have
proven their dominance on the football
field and will travel to Miami on Janu-
ary 2 to face the Louisville Cardinals in
the BCS Orange Bowl.

I stand alongside all Wake fans when
I say congratulations and wish the
Deacons the best of luck in Miami. Go
Deacs.

——
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NEED TO TAKE TRAQ WAR IN A
NEW DIRECTION

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow
the bipartisan Iraq Study Group is
scheduled to release its recommenda-
tions on how best to proceed with the
war in Iraq. While the group is led by
one of the Bush family’s closest
friends, it has not actually given, I
think, notice or great recommenda-
tions.

This does not bode well for change in
Iraq. It is time for Bush to face reality.
His Democratic experiment in Iraq has
been an utter disaster, one that has de-
stabilized even further the Middle East.
Last month the American people sent a
strong message to the President that
they want change in Iraq, that staying
the current course is simply not ac-
ceptable, but President Bush seems un-
willing to listen.

The Iraq Study Group is expected to
call for the redeployment of American
troops out of Iraq by 2008. Finally, a bi-
partisan group of leaders are joining us
in our calls for a phased redeployment
out of Iraq. This report should serve, 1
hope, as a wake-up call to the Bush ad-
ministration that Democrats and Re-
publicans alike are calling for change.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
order for 1 minute.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia is recognized.

There was no objection.

Mr. HUNTER. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. I would just say to the gentle-
woman who just spoke that it is appro-
priate when referring to the President
of the United States be he Democrat or
Republican to refer to him as the
President. Thank you.

————

DEMOCRATS INTRODUCE A BOLD
AGENDA THAT INCLUDES ALL
AMERICANS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, within
the first 100 hours of the new Demo-
cratic Congress, we will accomplish
more than the Republican do-nothing
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Congress accomplished this entire
year. While Republicans refuse to
break their questionable cosy relation-
ships with lobbyists, Democrats will
pass an ethics reform bill that will
once again make this the people’s
House, not the lobbyists’ House. While
Republicans refuse to expand economic
opportunities to millions of Americans,
Democrats will give minimum-wage
workers their first raise in 9 years.

While Republicans refuse to go after
price gouging o0il companies, Demo-
crats will begin the process of making
our Nation energy independent by re-
pealing needless tax breaks for Big Oil,
and instead putting that money to-
wards crucial funding of biofuel re-
search.

While Republicans refused to help
millions of seniors who fell into the
prescription drug doughnut hole,
Democrats will allow the Federal Gov-
ernment to negotiate lower drug prices
so that the doughnut hole can be filled.
These are all important initiatives
that Democrats will pass within the
first 100 hours of the next Congress.

——————

LET THE PEOPLE DECIDE ON
ENGLISH

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, a few days
ago, in the small town of Friendswood,
Texas, a citizen tried to discuss a water
problem with a city worker. Appar-
ently the worker could not be of assist-
ance because the worker did not speak
English.

This led City Council to consider a
ballot vote by citizens to determine if
English should be the official language
of their town. City Council Member
Chris Perden said, ‘‘English as an offi-
cial language gives us a baseline. The
city will publish everything in English.
Our meetings will be in English . . .
and city forms will be in English.”
There are even suggestions that all
city employees be required to speak
English and even teach those that can-
not. The critics quickly surfaced, how-
ever, and LULAC officials say they will
sue, claiming violation of civil rights if
the public supports this ordinance.

This is yet another example of how
small-town America must solve immi-
gration issues that the Federal Govern-
ment has not honestly addressed. The
people of Friendswood, Texas, not the
politicians, not the self-promoters and
not even LULAC, should have the right
to vote and decide if English should be
the official language of their town.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

CONGRATULATING DAKOTA HIGH
SCHOOL COUGARS, MICHIGAN DI-
VISION 1 FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to offer sincere con-
gratulations to the Dakota High
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School football team from Macomb
Township, Michigan, on winning the
2006 Division 1 State title.

The Dakota High School Cougars are
the first school in Macomb County his-
tory to win the Division 1 football
State championship.

Mr. Speaker, this season belonged to
the Cougars, whose overall record was
13 wins and only 1 loss. Coach Mike
Giannoe did an excellent job of putting
together a solid game plan and a solid
coaching staff.

Quarterback James Stallons com-
manded the offense, while running
back Greg Gay led the scoring attack
and tied a State finals record with four
touchdowns.

The offense moved the ball with the
great teamwork of fullback Quentin
Trotter, tight end Justin Sylvester and
all of the linemen.

On defense, linebacker Bobby Hush
earned himself two sacks, and Kicker
Joe Harla connected on a 31-yard field
goal and made all five of his extra
point attempts.

What a season, what a team. Go Cou-
gars.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 15, 2006, at 4:30 pm:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 6326.

Appointments:
Board.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

Social Security Advisory

KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 15, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 15, 2006, at 6:15 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 100.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 17, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 17, 2006, at 10:30 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without
ment H. Con. Res. 175.

That the Senate passed
ment H. Con. Res. 496.

That the Senate passed
ment H. Con. Res. 423.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 5690.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 5103.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 4559.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 6121.

That the Senate passed
ment H.R. 5061.

That the Senate passed S. Con. Res.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

amend-

without amend-

without amend-

without amend-

without amend-

without amend-

without amend-

without amend-

101.

KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 17, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No-
vember 17, 2006, at 3:15 p.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2028.

That the Senate passed S. 4073.

That the Senate passed S. 3759.

That the Senate passed S. 994.

That the Senate passed S. 4014.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 4, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
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the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 4, 2006, at 11:20 a.m.:

That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 5682.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills and joint resolution were
signed:

by the Speaker on Wednesday, No-
vember 15, 2006:

H.R. 6326, to clarify the provision of
nutrition services to older Americans;

H.J. Res. 100, making further con-
tinuing appropriations for the fiscal
year 2007, and for other purposes;

on Friday, November 17, 2006:

S. 101, to convey to the town of
Frannie, Wyoming, certain land with-
drawn by the Commission of Reclama-
tion;

S. 4001, to designate certain land in
New England as wilderness for inclu-
sion in the National Wilderness Preser-
vation system and certain land as a
National Recreation Area, and for
other purposes;

by Speaker pro tempore WOLF on
Monday, November 20, 2006:

H.R. 2383, to redesignate the facility
of the Bureau of Reclamation located
at 19550 Kelso Road in Byron, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘““C.W. ‘Bill’ Jones Pump-
ing Plant’’;

H.R. 3817, to withdraw the Valle
Vidal Unit of the Carson National For-
est in New Mexico from location,
entry, and patent under the mining
laws, and for other purposes;

H.R. 4000, to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to revise certain repay-
ment contracts with the Bostwick Irri-
gation District in Nebraska, the Kan-
sas Bostwick Irrigation District No. 2,
the Frenchman-Cambridge Irrigation
District, and the Webster Irrigation
District No. 4, all a part of the Pick-
Sloan Missouri Basin Program, and for
other purposes;

H.R. 4559, to provide for the convey-
ance of certain National Forest System
land to the towns of Laona and
Wabeno, Wisconsin, and for other pur-
poses;

H.R. 5061, to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey Paint Bank Na-
tional Fish Hatchery and Wytheville
National Fish Hatchery to the State of
Virginia;

H.R. 5103, to provide for the convey-
ance of the former Konnarock Lu-
theran Girls School in Smyth County,
Virginia, which is currently owned by
the United States and administered by
the Forest Service, to facilitate the
restoration and reuse of the property,
and for other purposes;

H.R. 5585, to improve the netting
process for financial contracts, and for
other purposes;
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