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they are businesspeople who recognize that 
we need both a vibrant private sector and an 
adequately funded and well run public sector 
working together to make the kind of progress 
that will improve the quality of lives of all of 
those we represent. 

James T. Brett is a very able chief executive 
of the Council. Mr. Brett is a former State 
Representative who has a very impressive un-
derstanding of the importance of this private– 
public interaction. During our recess, he wrote 
a very interesting article published in the Pa-
triot Ledger of Massachusetts making in very 
strong terms the case for significant improve-
ments in the way in which the federal govern-
ment deals with Amtrak. As Mr. Brett notes, 
‘‘the regional consequences would be disas-
trous if Amtrak were unable to operate.’’ 

Mr. Brett cogently addresses one of the im-
portant issues that will be facing us when we 
convene for the 110th Congress, and I ask 
that his important article be printed here so 
that Members will have the benefit of this in-
formation as we do so. 

[From the Patriot Ledger] 
GOVERNMENT SUPPORT CRITICAL TO AMTRAK 

(By James T. Brett) 
Passenger rail is vital to our quality of life 

and economy in New England, where rail is 
an integral part of the region’s multi-modal 
transportation system and relied on by so 
many for daily commuting and business 
travel. 

Yet the future of Amtrak, including the fu-
ture of the nation’s busiest rail route—the 
Northeast Corridor—will be affected in the 
coming weeks as Congress works to finalize 
spending bills before the end of the session. 

In July, the full Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations approved $1.4 billion in funding 
for Amtrak in the Senate Transportation- 
Treasury appropriations bill for the 2007 fis-
cal year, an increase over the current $1.3 
billion allocation, and well above the Presi-
dent’s budget request of $900 million. In 
June, the House passed its Transportation- 
Treasury bill for the 2007 fiscal year, which 
funds Amtrak at $1.14 billion. 

It is critical that Congress approve ade-
quate funding for Amtrak in the upcoming 
appropriations debate. A 2007 funding level 
for Amtrak that, at the very least, meets its 
2006 of $1.3 billion will allow Amtrak to con-
tinue to operate with some infrastructure in-
vestment. 

Over the last several years, Amtrak has 
implemented many reforms, modified service 
and reduced personnel. More than 14 million 
people rode Amtrak trains in the Northeast 
last year and Amtrak had its third straight 
year of record ridership. In addition, Amtrak 
has continued its efforts to implement a cap-
ital investment plan to bring its infrastruc-
ture closer to a state of good repair. 

Despite the progress, much important 
work still needs to be done. In this year’s fis-
cal 2007 request, Amtrak cited Northeast 
Corridor infrastructure improvements as a 
critical priority. These include three major 
bridges in Connecticut—the Thames River, 
the Niantic River and the Connecticut River 
Bridges—which date back to the turn of the 
century and need to be replaced. Forty Am-
trak trains run over these bridges daily, pro-
viding service between New York and Bos-
ton. 

Other projects, cited by Amtrak, include 
the replacement of wood ties on main tracks; 
the rehabilitation or replacement of much of 
the overhead catenary system that supplies 
power; the replacement of major portions of 
the power supply systems; and the upgrading 
of interlockings and signal systems. 

Amtrak is a vital transportation link for 
millions of New Englanders. At a time when 

our highways are increasingly congested, the 
regional consequences would be disastrous if 
Amtrak were unable to operate. Amtrak 
serves hundreds of thousands of commuter 
rail riders and represents thousands of jobs 
in the region. 

And highway congestion is not a problem 
that is going away anytime soon. A new 
study by the nonprofit think tank the Rea-
son Foundation reported this summer that 
traffic delays will increase 65 percent and the 
number of congested lane-miles on urban 
roads will rise 50 percent over the next 25 
years. Even in smaller cities, traffic conges-
tion is expected to worsen substantially over 
the next two decades. In our region, Massa-
chusetts and Connecticut are both ranked in 
the top 25 of states that will have the most 
congested lane miles by 2030. 

A safe, reliable passenger rail system is 
vital to managing transportation in the 
Northeast. The region’s ability to sustain 
and enhance its economic growth and remain 
competitive is linked to an efficient regional 
transportation system which includes inter-
city passenger rail. Government support is 
critical to Amtrak’s survival. And it is im-
portant that Congress consider these eco-
nomic factors as they debate funding for Am-
trak. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL AERO-
NAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINIS-
TRATION’S PRINTING AND DE-
SIGN OFFICE STAFF FOR ITS 
OUTSTANDING AND PROFES-
SIONAL EFFORT IN PRESENTING 
THE VISION FOR SPACE EXPLO-
RATION 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the outstanding and professional ef-
fort of the staff working in the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration’s (NASA) 
Printing and Design Office for their high quality 
work, and contribution to NASA’s overall mis-
sion. Throughout the course of a legislative 
cycle, NASA officials meet with Members of 
Congress and their staff via meetings, brief-
ings and Congressional Hearings. The effec-
tiveness of these interactions is directly attrib-
uted to the quality of the products developed 
by the staff of NASA’s Printing and Design Of-
fice. Under the outstanding leadership and 
commitment of the Printing and Design staff, 
the Agency has been prepared and able to 
present professional briefing charts, Congres-
sional testimony, posters and publications to 
the United States Congress in an exemplary 
manner. 

The staff includes: the Head of Printing and 
Design Office, Michael Crnkovic; the Printing 
Officer, Stanley Artis; the Printing Specialist, 
Jeffrey McLean; the Customer Service per-
sonnel, Frantz Casmir; the Duplication Spe-
cialists, Carl Hammond and Ondray Mackin; 
and, the Distribution Clerk, Carl Paul. In addi-
tion, the competent, professional and expert 
Exhibit Design Team, consisting of Michael 
Barnes, Ray Brown and Steve Schaeberle, 
has enabled NASA to present montages de-
picting various Space Shuttle missions to 
Members of Congress that are proudly dis-
played and observed by all who visit these 
Members’ offices. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing NASA’s Printing and Design Team for 
its role in presenting the Vision for Space Ex-
ploration. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF BRIAN M. BRIAN 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Brian M. Brian of Camden, Arkansas, 
who died on October 22, 2006, while working 
in Iraq as a police trainer. Brian M. Brian was 
58 years old when the military convoy he was 
riding in was attacked. Brian M. Brian was 
working outside of Baghdad as an inter-
national police liaison officer. 

Before going to Iraq, Brian worked for the 
Ouachita County Sheriff’s Department for 13 
years. Brian held many roles within the depart-
ment and left the office with the rank Captain. 
In 2005, he became an instructor at the Ar-
kansas Law Enforcement Training Academy. 
Brian was a veteran of the U.S. Navy, where 
he served from 1968 to 1971, including a tour 
of duty in Vietnam. While not serving our state 
and our country, Brian enjoyed helping people 
and animals in his community who were in 
need of shelter, food or help. 

Brian M. Brian gave his life to serve our 
country and will forever be remembered as a 
hero, a son, and a husband. My deepest con-
dolences go out to his wife Connie. He will be 
missed by his family, his community and all 
those who knew him and counted him as a 
friend. I will continue to keep Brian M. Brian 
and his family in my thoughts and prayers. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR. 
R.C. CRAFT 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, Baldwin County 
and indeed the entire state of Alabama re-
cently lost a dear friend and I rise today to 
honor him and pay tribute to the memory of 
Mr. R.C. Craft, a devoted family man and 
dedicated community leader. 

A veteran of World War II, R.C. moved to 
Gulf Shores from Fort Myers, Florida in 1954, 
where he parlayed 16 years in the nursery 
flower business with the H. L. Hobbs Co. into 
his own business growing gladioli. 

After 10 years, R.C. and his only child, Rob-
ert, went into the sod business, which con-
tinues to this day. By the late 1980s, the com-
pany diversified into championship golf 
courses. They opened Cotton Creek, designed 
by golfing great Arnold Palmer, as well as Cy-
press Bend and The Woodlands course. 

R.C. was a very personable man who loved 
to tell stories, but he was also a firm believer 
in hard work and determination. He was the 
type of man who would look you in the eye 
and firmly shake your hand when the deal was 
done. That was how he did business, and a 
successful businessman he was. 

In 2001, the Baldwin County Commission 
honored R.C.’s many contributions to the 
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county as a citizen and a businessman. In 
2003, he received the South Baldwin Chamber 
of Commerce Walton M. Vines Free Enter-
prise Award. Additionally, R.C. was a founding 
member of the Gulf Shores Golf Club and 
served as chairman of the Gulf Shores Utility 
Board. His contributions to Baldwin County 
and the state of Alabama will be long remem-
bered. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in remembering a dedicated community leader 
and friend to many throughout south Alabama. 

R.C. Craft loved life and lived it to the full-
est, and his passing marks a tremendous loss 
for all of south Alabama. He will be deeply 
missed by many, most especially his wife of 
56 years, Jane Wingo Craft; his son, Robert 
Craft; his sister, Janie Johnson; two grand-
children; as well as countless friends and ad-
mirers that he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO DAVID 
HUGHEY 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. David Hughey for his continued 
dedication and volunteer work to his commu-
nity. 

This year, David was named Volunteer Su-
pervisor of the Year at the Interagency Volun-
teer Recognition Program Ceremony. He was 
nominated for the award by Lake Mead Na-
tional Recreation Area Superintendent Bill 
Dickinson for his dedication to the volunteer 
program, park visitors, and the recreation area 
in general. The program is coordinated by em-
ployees from the National Park Service, Bu-
reau of Land Management, U.S. Fish & Wild-
life Service, and the Forest Service, aimed at 
improving and maintaining public lands in 
Southern Nevada. 

David supervises about 25 volunteers and 
has helped the volunteer program grow 
throughout the years. He is known for treating 
his volunteers with respect and kindness while 
maintaining his post. He holds weekly staff 
meetings in order to keep everyone informed, 
organizes monthly recognition barbeques for 
the volunteers, ensures that they have the 
proper training and tools necessary, and al-
lows himself to be available to his volunteers 
at all times. 

Maintenance around the park is a high pri-
ority for David. He’s involved with several of 
the beach and park clean up events, including 
the Great American Clean-Up, National Public 
Lands Day, Eagle Scouts Projects, and other 
corporate and civic group sponsored public 
service works. David and volunteers also help 
rake the campgrounds, work on irrigation sys-
tems, plant and prune trees, and provide infor-
mation to visitors about the park. Not only 
does he do this, but he also coordinates the 
day-to-day maintenance work of paid employ-
ees and volunteers. ‘‘We are fortunate to have 
dedicated employees like David Hughey on 
our staff,’’ said Superintendent Dickinson. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
honor Mr. David Hughey for his selfless devo-
tion and undying enthusiasm to his staff and 

to the community that frequents his park. I 
commend him for all his efforts and wish him 
luck with all his future endeavors. 
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HONORING MAJOR DAVID HAN 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor for 
me to recognize Major David Han upon his re-
tirement from the United States Marine Corps 
after 22 years of dedicated service. Major Han 
is a constituent who lives in Ashburn, Virginia. 
He spent 12 years as an enlisted Marine and 
another 10 years as an officer, completing as-
signments across the country, including his 
last assignment in our Nation’s capital. 

During Major Han’s last 2 years of service 
in Washington, DC, he has been the adminis-
tration officer in the Marine Corps’ Office of 
Legislative Affairs. In this capacity he was able 
to support members of Congress and congres-
sional committees, working on issues related 
to the Marine Corps and national security. 
During this time, Major Han volunteered to de-
ploy to Iraq, serving with II Marine Expedi-
tionary Force Forward at Camp Fallujah. While 
at Camp Fallujah he served as a protocol offi-
cer, coordinating, planning, and executing over 
150 visits to USMC units in Iraq by generals, 
foreign dignitaries, congressional delegations, 
the vice president, and the secretary of de-
fense. 

These assignments are only a small glimpse 
of Major Han’s many accomplishments as a 
Marine. I have no doubt that Major Han has 
made a lasting contribution in the capability of 
today’s Marine Corps and has helped to 
shape the future of the Marines. His perform-
ance and dedication to duty over his 22-year 
career has been exemplary. I want to take this 
opportunity to wish him, his wife Cassandra, 
and two daughters, Anna and Madeleine, all 
the best as he retires from the Marine Corps. 
Semper Fi! 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF FIRST HOUSES, 
THE BIRTHPLACE OF PUBLIC 
HOUSING IN THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to First Houses, the first public 
housing development in the United States. 
This year, the New York City Housing Author-
ity is celebrating the 70th anniversary of First 
Houses and the worthy ideals which it symbol-
izes. 

By creating the New York City Housing Au-
thority seven decades ago, the leaders of our 
Nation’s greatest metropolis launched an am-
bitious initiative to improve the lives of Amer-
ica’s least privileged members by providing af-
fordable housing that met high standards of 
sanitation, health and safety. The first fruit of 
that noble undertaking, the watershed First 
Houses development, was created by rehabili-
tating a series of tenements built in 1846. 

For the first time in American history, First 
Houses proved that government could provide 
a practical remedy to the shortage of decent 
affordable housing confronting citizens of low 
and moderate incomes. By removing every 
third building of those original tenements to 
expand light, air, and open space, combining 
backyards, and constructing a welcoming 
common courtyard and recreational area, 
those visionary civic leaders created in First 
Houses a vibrant and livable public housing 
development that became a model for the Na-
tion. 

In a tribute to the momentous achievement 
marked by the opening of First Houses, the in-
augural celebration of the complex was at-
tended by two great New Yorkers and great 
Americans, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and 
Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia. 

Today, the approximately 174 authorized 
residents of First Houses live in eight attrac-
tive four- and five-story buildings located on 
1.23 acres of land lying between East 2nd and 
East 3rd Streets and Avenue A and First Ave-
nue on Manhattan’s Lower East Side in New 
York’s Fourteenth Congressional District, 
which I am privileged to represent in this 
House. 

Indeed, as is fitting for New York, tradition-
ally a beacon of progressive ideals of social 
reform, First Houses also marked the first 
housing initiative of the newly founded New 
York City Housing Authority (NYCHA), the old-
est public housing agency in the continent of 
North America. Throughout its history, the 
NYCHA has also been the largest public hous-
ing authority on the continent. Today it admin-
isters 344 public housing developments con-
taining 2,686 buildings housing approximately 
412,281 authorized residents in 179,025 dif-
ferent apartments. Today, more than one in 
twenty New Yorkers lives in public housing 
managed by the NYCHA, enough to constitute 
the population of the Nation’s 44th largest city. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the historic 70th anniversary of 
First Houses, in congratulating Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg and New York City Housing Au-
thority Chairman Tino Hernandez for their 
dedication to maintaining and expanding New 
York City’s affordable housing, and in recog-
nizing the tremendous contributions to the 
people of the city of New York and our Nation 
made by the hard-working men and women of 
the New York City Housing Authority through-
out its proud 70-year history. 
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CONGRATULATING J.W. SALES 
FOR 51 YEARS OF AUTOMOBILE 
SALES IN MONROEVILLE, ALA-
BAMA 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 6, 2006 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride and pleasure that I rise to honor Mr. 
J.W. Sales on 51 years of automobile sales 
and to recognize Sales Ford in Monroeville, 
Alabama, on the occasion of its 40th anniver-
sary. 

J.W. Sales has been a vital member of the 
Monroeville, Alabama, community all of his 
life. He began his career selling automobiles 
in Mobile in 1954. In 1966, he purchased the 
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