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they had not been trained on their role in their
railroad’s Emergency Action or Emergency
Response Plan.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to associate my-
self with these reports, as well as the goals of
the National Rail Symposium, given the impor-
tance of providing our rail workers with ade-
quate emergency, anti-terrorism, and security
training. For this reason, | have also urged my
colleagues to adopt H.R. 4372, the Rail Work-
er Emergency Training Act, which | have intro-
duced in the 109th Congress. This bill would
require the Secretary of Homeland Security to
develop comprehensive rail worker training
guidelines that address several key areas, in-
cluding critical infrastructure and equipment
security inspection, hazardous material stor-
age, transport, and monitoring, and evacuation
procedures. In addition, the bill would require
rail carriers to develop a rail worker training
program based on the Secretary’s guidelines
and to train all of their workers within 1 year.

In closing, | would like to commend Citizens
for Rail Safety, Inc. and the National Labor
College for their efforts to heighten security
and preparedness on our Nation’s railways.

——

TRIBUTE TO JUSTIN WHITEFIELD
HON. DAN BOREN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Justin Whitefield, successful attorney,
dedicated father, tremendous leader, and tire-
less advocate for agricultural development
throughout Oklahoma and the Nation.

A native of Pauls Valley, Oklahoma, Justin
Whitefield attended Oklahoma State Univer-
sity, earning a degree in Business, excelling in
his studies and regularly recognized for his
campus-wide leadership. Later attending the
University of Oklahoma Law School, Justin
Whitefield earned his Jurist Doctorate, repeat-
ing his academic excellence and class leader-
ship.

Throughout his career Justin Whitefield was
a forward thinking individual, helping better the
community through his dedication to helping
others and his commitment to youth and agri-
culture. Examples of his initiatives and con-
tributions are the growth of scholarship pro-
grams through the Oklahoma Youth Expo to
young people, the development and imple-
mentation of collegiate programs such as the
Oklahoma Agricultural Leadership Encounter
program, and the Oklahoma Youth Expo Col-
lege 101 and the Academic All State Scholar-
ship Program. While his primary focus was to
bring recognition to others by honoring individ-
uals through the Oklahoma Youth Expo Ex-
hibitor Hall of Fame, he was also progressive
in his ideas for events such as the Western
Art Exhibition, the Master Showmanship Con-
test and the Cattle Fitting Contest.

In his most recent assignment as Executive
Director of Oklahoma Youth Expo, Justin
Whitefield’s accomplishments were far-reach-
ing. Prior to joining Oklahoma Youth Expo, he
served as General Counsel for the Oklahoma
Farm Bureau, served as an Attorney special-
izing in Government Relations for Derryberry,
Quigley, Solomon and Naifeh Law Firm and
served as President and Chief Lobbyist for
Capital Resource Group.
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As a result of an airplane accident, Justin
Whitefield lost his life on November 4, 2006.
He was not only a leader in Oklahoma, but he
was my friend. We worked together during my
service in the Oklahoma Legislature. | always
found him to be a man of character, faith, and
honor. We will truly miss him.

| am proud, Mr. Speaker, to thank him for
his contributions to others, specifically the
young people of Oklahoma.

USS “OKLAHOMA”

HON. DAN BOREN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
memorate the groundbreaking of a memorial
to the USS Oklahoma, which sank 65 years
ago today in the 1941 attack on Pearl Harbor.

Commissioned in 1916, the 583-foot USS
Oklahoma escorted President Woodrow Wil-
son to and from France at the conclusion of
World War |. She served in both the Atlantic
and Pacific fleets through the 1920s and
1930s, and when the Spanish Civil War erupt-
ed in 1936, she steamed to Bilbao to ferry
American citizens to safety in Gibraltar and
French ports. One year and a day before the
Japanese attack, the Oklahoma was assigned
to Pearl Harbor.

The casualties aboard the USS Oklahoma
represent the second-largest loss of life
aboard any Pearl Harbor ship. Yet neither me-
morial nor marker exists to commemorate her
and her crew. With today’s groundbreaking at
Pearl Harbor, we mark a significant step to-
ward the creation of a lasting memorial to
honor the 429 sailors, officers and Marines
who perished on the “Okie,” many of whom
until 2002 rested in unmarked mass graves.

| am proud to have worked with Congress-
man COLE and the other members of the
Armed Services Committee to pass language
in the 2005 Defense Authorization Act pro-
viding a site for the memorial. But the real
credit for making this project a reality goes to
the Oklahoma’s remaining survivors, the peo-
ple of the State of Oklahoma and the USS
Oklahoma Memorial Committee, which is rais-
ing private funds for the memorial.

I hope that this long-overdue tribute pro-
vides some comfort to the Oklahoma’s sur-
vivors and their families, knowing that their
sacrifices that day will never be forgotten.

—

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE MI-
CHAEL G. OXLEY UPON HIS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SPEECH OF

HON. JEAN SCHMIDT

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 7, 2006

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, | rise to
add my voice in tribute to retiring Chairman
MIKE OXLEY.

Today is a sad day for me. Though | haven’t
known him nearly as long as my fellow col-
leagues from Ohio, |, too, will miss our Coach.

| use that word not just as a tribute to his
years of Congressional baseball and basket-
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ball dominance. | call Chairman OXLEY my
Coach because that is what he has been to so
many of us. Chairman OXLEY has been a
model of public service since graduating from
the Ohio State University School of Law in
1969. Coach OXLEY has been legislating for
over 30 years and he has always been kind
enough to help others learn the ropes. He has
taken me and literally hundreds like me by the
hand and guided us through the legislative
process.

A kindness that | will never be able to
repay.

Coach OXLEY, we will miss you in the halls
of this great institution. | will miss your counsel
and will be forever disappointed that you re-
tired before the long hotly debated issue over
which Member from Ohio has the lowest
handicap was completely resolved. However, |
trust that future coaching sessions will be
available by phone.

Congratulations, Mr. Chairman, to you and
your family.

————

IN MEMORY OF ARMY SGT. FIRST
CLASS WILLIAM R. BROWN

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the courage of a young hero from my
district. November 6, 2006, Army Sgt. First
Class William R. Brown (1st Battalion, 3rd
Special Forces Group) was killed in the line of
duty when a roadside improvised bomb ex-
ploded near his Humvee vehicle in Sperwan-
Gar, Afghanistan, which is part of the
Panjwayi District of Kandahar. He was in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom. Brown
enlisted in the Army in June 1994, 2 weeks
after graduating high school.

Sgt. Brown’s family and friends remember
him as a person with integrity and a strong de-
sire to service his country through a career in
the military. He is also remembered for his de-
votion to his wife, Audra, and two children.

A native of White Settlement, Texas, Sgt.
Brown graduated from Brewer High School
and began Army basic training 2 weeks later
at Fort Benning, Georgia. His first assignment
was with the 3rd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regi-
ment. With that unit, he rose to the rank of
squad leader and operations sergeant. After
serving 7 years with the 75th Ranger Regi-
ment, Sgt. Brown was transferred to Dallas,
Texas, where he was an Army recruiter for 2
years.

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, Sgt.
Brown decided to join the Army’s elite Special
Forces. In 2004, he completed the rigorous
Special Forces Qualification Course and was
assigned to the 1st Battalion, 3rd Special
Forces Group (Air Borne) which is based at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina. After becoming a
Special Forces member, he served with great
distinction and valor one tour of duty in Iraq
and was on his second tour of duty in Afghani-
stan when he was killed. Sgt. Brown volun-
teered for both tours of duty in Afghanistan.

During his career, Sgt. Brown earned the
Bronze Star Medal for Valor, an Afghanistan
Campaign Medal, a Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal, a Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, a Meritorious Service
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Medal, an Army Accommodation Medal, an
Army Achievement Medal and a National De-
fense Service Medal.

It is the qualities of incredible courage,
strength, and pride in service of country which
we see in young heroes like William R. Brown
that makes us appreciate the freedoms we
have here at home. | am proud to honor Ser-
geant Brown’s service to the State of Texas,
where he entered the service, and to the
United States of America. He will not be for-
gotten.

———

ON THE CENTENNIAL OF TRINITY
BAPTIST CHURCH IN RICHMOND,
VIRGINIA

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor an institution in the City of
Richmond, VA. This year, Trinity Baptist
Church is celebrating its centennial and |
would like to take some time to recognize its
history of service as a house of worship in
Richmond during the last 100 years.

The church that we know as Trinity Baptist
began in 1906 as the Sixth Mount Zion Sun-
day School class, which met at the home of
Marcellus Waller, Sr., and Nannie Waller at
1007 West Leigh Street in Richmond. As this
faith community grew, the idea was put forth
to formally organize a church, and Brother
Charles Thompkin suggested they call it Trin-
ity. After a consultation with a representative
from the Baptist Churches, Trinity Baptist
Church was established on August 6, 1906,
with Rev. James Williams as its first Pastor.

Under Pastor George Carrington, who led
Trinity from 1915-1919, a new sanctuary was
built at 1630 Rose Avenue. In 1960, Trinity
had again outgrown its building, and Pastor
King David Turner appointed a Planning Com-
mittee to find a new home for the church. Pas-
tor Turner's work was continued by Pastor
Welford David Adkins, who led the church
through the purchase of land and construction
of a new 1,000 seat sanctuary in 1972.

For the last 26 years, Trinity Baptist has
been ably led by Rev. A. Lincoln James.
Under his stewardship, Trinity has increased
its staff to include Ministers of Fine Arts, Eco-
nomic Development, Christian Education, and
Children and Youth. Trinity’s daily bag lunch
feeding program and clothes closet literally
feed the hungry and clothe the poor. The
church’s work with Caritas Charities Prose
Ministry helps the homeless, and its Angel
Tree program ministers to prisoners. Rev.
James has also licensed or ordained over 60
sons and daughters of Trinity into the gospel
ministry, and he oversaw the ordination of the
church’s first female deacons in 2004.

| would like to once again congratulate Rev.
James and the members of Trinity Baptist on
their centennial and wish them another cen-
tury of continued service to their community.
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HONORING THE DECENNIAL
SEASON OF THEATRE HUNTSVILLE

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR.

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the members, staff, volunteers,
and patrons of the Theatre Huntsville during
their decennial season. The 2006—2007 sea-
son will include performances of Noises Off,
Proof, Romeo and Juliet, Crossing Delancy,
To Kill a Mockingbird, Nunsense, and A Mid-
summer Night's Dream.

Theatre Huntsville is the second-oldest per-
formance organization in the city of Huntsville,
presenting its first performance in 1950 as the
Huntsville Little Theatre. In 1979, the Hunts-
ville Little Theatre merged with the Twicken-
ham Repertory Company to form today’s per-
formance group.

Mr. Speaker, Theatre Huntsville strives to
foster, encourage, and strengthen interest in
the dramatic arts. In addition to its yearly per-
formances, the Theatre’s volunteers mentor
others in the community in areas of acting, di-
recting, and all other aspects of community
theater through discussions, lectures, work-
shops, apprenticeships, and tutorials.

Mr. Speaker, throughout the 2006—2007
season, Theatre Huntsville will celebrate their
decennial season. | rise today to join in their
celebration.

————

GOODBYE TO COLLEAGUES

SPEECH OF

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 6, 2006

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor four of my distinguished colleagues and
to pay tribute to their dedicated work on behalf
of the people of New York.

| have been honored throughout my time in
Congress to call SHERWOOD BOEHLERT, MAJOR
OWENS, JOHN SWEENEY and SUE KELLY my
colleagues and my friends, and their hard
work and passion will be sorely missed by our
great institution.

SHERRY BOEHLERT has been fighting for the
people of the Mohawk Valley and Central New
York since 1964, first as chief of staff to Con-
gressman Alexander Pirnie and his successor
Donald Mitchell and, for the last 24 years, as
the representative of the 24th Congressional
District of New York. SHERRY has been a
staunch advocate for environmental and
science priorities including the space program,
protection of the Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, and research into global warming and
cyberterror issues, and he has fought on the
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee to
secure New York’s fair share of Federal funds.

SHERRY BOEHLERT epitomizes what a Mem-
ber of Congress should strive to be—an inde-
pendent, bipartisan consensus builder with
loyalty not to outside interest groups or to
party leadership, but to the constituents who
sent him to Congress for over two decades.

New York and the U.S. Congress have ben-
efited for nearly as long from the service of
MAJOR OWENS. Since succeeding the late
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Shirley Chisholm in 1982, MAJOR OWENS has
successfully fought in Congress for increased
educational opportunities, a higher minimum
wage, equal opportunity for those with disabil-
ities, and aid for historical black colleges.
MAJOR’s voice will be missed, but his New
York colleagues will remember him as we
carry forward these important initiatives.

It has also been my privilege to work with
JOHN SWEENEY since his election to the House
in 1998. As my colleague on the Appropria-
tions Committee, as my co-chair of the Hud-
son River Caucus and as a leading voice for
a risk-based approach to distribute Homeland
Security funds, JOHN SWEENEY has proven
himself not only dedicated to the people of his
district, but to all the citizens of New York.

We will miss Mr. SWEENEY’s lively spirit and
the passion and expertise he displayed
throughout his tenure.

The New York delegation also wishes our
colleague SUE KELLY well as she leaves the
U.S. Congress. Through her roles on the
Small Business and Financial Services Com-
mittees, SUE KELLY has successfully pushed to
increase small business access to capital. As
the chair of the Oversight and Investigation
Subcommittee, she has paid careful attention
to the efforts of law enforcement to crack
down on terrorist financing and money laun-
dering.

SUE and | have stood united on many
issues affecting our region, including Hudson
River preservation activities and the proposed
shift in services away from the Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt Montrose Campus of the VA
Hudson Valley Healthcare System which
serves veterans in both of our districts.

Mr. Speaker, while SHERRY, MAJOR, JOHN
and SUE may not know yet what the future
holds for them, there are two things | know for
sure—the people of New York will miss them,
and the House of Representatives is better for
their service.

I wish them all success and happiness in
the days and years to come and am thankful
for the opportunity to work with them and call
them my friends.

———

IN MEMORY OF MAYOR TIM
LESLIE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Tim Leslie, Mayor of Aubrey, in the 26th
District of Texas. Mr. Leslie was a courageous
leader devoted to the best interests of his
community.

Mayor Leslie dedicated his life’s work to the
citizens of Aubrey. During the 1980’s, he was
elected to two terms as Mayor. Mr. Leslie’s
commitment to local children led him to serve
on the school board for over a decade. When
Mr. Leslie was elected Mayor again in 2003,
he championed modern improvements to com-
munity and school facilities, and promoted co-
operation between the city and schools of Au-
brey.

Ays Mayor, Tim Leslie directed projects for
the building of a new library and a water treat-
ment facility. After being diagnosed with pan-
creatic cancer this year and enduring intensive
chemotherapy treatments, Mr. Leslie coura-
geously continued to fulfill his obligations as
Mayor.
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