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Schools Credit Union for 9 years. She has
also judged regional and state debates for We
The People, a national high school govern-
ment competition promoting civic competence
and responsibility.

Dr. Rice received the Council of Great City
Schools Annual Award for Distinguished Serv-
ice in February of this year. She chairs the
Nevada Governor's Commission on Edu-
cational Excellence, serves as a member of
the Nevada Teacher Quality Task Force and
as a member of the Workforce Housing
Taskforce Subcommittee. She implemented
the first national Board for Professional Teach-
ing Standards effort in Nevada as well as cre-
ated a special department of the Strategic
Plan called Human Resources Development
Department, which focuses upon pre-service
development for teachers, administrators, and
support staff as well as provides support and
in-service development opportunities.

Dr. Rice has also aided the U.S. House of
Representatives in passing H.R. 2649,
Schools Safely Acquiring Faculty Excellence
Act, a bill which | sponsored that prohibits the
Secretary of Education from making funds
available to a State under any educational
program unless the Secretary determines that
the State has in place a criminal information
sharing system. It aims to make public the
identity of any individual in an educational set-
ting who has been arrested, charged, or con-
victed of a felony involving violence, statutory
rape, or any type of sexual abuse. Dr. Rice
participated in a hearing held by the Sub-
committee on 21st Century Competitiveness
under the Committee of House Education and
the Workforce.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to honor my
friend, Dr. George Ann Rice, for her years of
dedication and hard work. Her commitment
and energy will be missed after her forth-
coming retirement. | thank her for all her serv-
ice and | wish her luck with all her future en-
deavors.

—

RECOGNIZING ARMANDO DE LA
CRUZ

HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, Armando de
la Cruz has been inducted into the Starkville
Education Hall of Fame and was recognized
for his education, community leadership, and
national academic achievements at a recent
event in Starkville. De la Cruz taught 15 dif-
ferent undergraduate and graduate courses at
Mississippi State University for 30 years and
remains professor emeritus of biological
sciences at MSU. He has received 26 re-
search and educational competitive grants,
published four laboratory manuals, seven
study guides and more than 100 research pa-
pers. He has earned 12 scholarships and fel-
lowships including the Guggenheim and Ful-
bright Fellowships and was presented with 15
professional awards at MSU.

His research and teaching have taken him
to about 70 countries but, his time and atten-
tion continued to focus on his local community
where he founded the Sustainable Future
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Roundtable and wrote a column for the
Starkville Daily News entitled “Focus on the
Environment.”

He has served on the Board of Directors for
Helping Hands Ministries, the Red Cross, the
Starkville Community Theater, and Habitat for
Humanity. He served on the board and as
president of the Starkville Area Arts Council in
2004, and served as chairman of the Cotton
District Arts Festival in 2003 and 2004.

He is the recipient of the Southwire Commu-
nity Environmental Award in 1999 and the T.E.
Veitch Community Service Award in 2004.

| hope this Congress joins me in recognizing
Armando de la Cruz as he adds the Starkville
Education Hall of Fame membership to his
long list of achievements and honors.

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
POSITIVE RESPONSE

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the service of a wonderful
organization in my district, Positive Response,
and their work in the continuing battle against
HIV/AIDS.

HIV/AIDS is an epidemic that has run ramp-
ant in our Nation since its discovery in the
U.S. in 1981. Today, over a million people in
our Nation live with HIV/AIDS, with more than
40,000 people each year learning they have
the virus.

On December 1, 2006, we all recognized
World AIDS Day, to bring attention to the
threat facing many individuals, and to continue
to promote efforts at preventing and ending
the spread of the AIDS virus.

Organizations like Positive Response have
taken positive steps to do just that—in my dis-
trict, Positive Response helps prevent the
spread of HIV/AIDS both through education
and testing. Of the million people who have
HIV/AIDS today, up to a quarter of them still
do not know they have the virus. Education
and testing are necessary to help stop the

spread of this virus.
But the efforts do not end when someone

contracts HIV/AIDS. Positive Response works
hard to provide human and compassionate
support for people living with HIV/AIDS, help-
ing them understand their disease, and how
they can continue their life. The abundance of
treatments today help those with HIV/AIDS
maintain a normal life, and Positive Response
helps ensure they are able to continue to live
a healthy and full life.

Mr. Speaker, we need more organizations
like Positive Response. On the somber note
that is World AIDS Day, we are grateful for the
dedication and commitment of Positive Re-
sponse to fighting HIV/AIDS and helping those
who are so much in need.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF DR.
STANLEY E. MONROE, SR.

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, December 8, 2006
Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to re-
member the life of my friend Dr. Stanley E.
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Monroe, Sr., longtime physician from Sher-
man, TX, whose passing last year was
mourned by family and his many friends.

Dr. Monroe was the first specialist in Inter-
nal Medicine to settle in Grayson County,
where he joined the Essin Clinic with Dr. E.M.
Essin, and, later, Dr. Harry Shytles. Dr. Mon-
roe joined the staff of the Wilson N. Jones and
St. Vincent’s Hospitals, where he remained
active for 35 years. He also donated the first
ECG machine to Wilson N. Jones Hospital
and started their first medical library.

Dr. Monroe was President of the Grayson
County Medical Society the year Medicare
started and was a life member of the Amer-
ican Medical Association. He volunteered his
services treating students at the Adams Health
Center of Austin College five days a week for
eight years after coming to Sherman. He was
known for making house calls to patients in
Sherman, other towns, and in the country.
After closing his office, he served as Medical
Administrator of Shady Oaks and Chapel of
Care Nursing Homes for 10 years.

A sports enthusiast, Dr. Monroe participated
in track, basketball, softball, tennis, and golf
and had the opportunity to play at some of the
best courses in the world. He was an active
member of the First Baptist Church since
1948.

He also was an avid amateur photographer
and 16-mm filmmaker. After his parents died,
he organized reunions with his siblings every
spring, and in 2002 he published his autobiog-
raphy, which included 48 pages of pictures as
well as genealogical facts and important his-
torical and medical events.

Dr. Monroe studied at the University of Mis-
souri Medical School, and after achieving a
Bachelor of Science in Medicine, transferred
to the University of Arkansas Medical School,
where he received his MD degree in 1943. He
spent five years after Medical School in spe-
cialized medical training and research. As an
intern and resident at the University of Arkan-
sas Hospital, he was a part of a national ex-
periment on the value of Penicillin. Dr. Monroe
gave the first dose of Penicillin in Arkansas to
a “hopeless” patient who survived, and he
contributed two scientific papers before ac-
cepting a three-year Fellowship at Lahey Clin-
ic in Boston, where he contributed two addi-
tional papers.

Dr. Monroe is survived by his wife, Minnie;
son, Stanley, Jr. and wife Jeani; son, Alan and
wife Baceliza; son, Ronald and wife Nancy;
daughter, Kathie Buchanan and husband
John; daughter, Elizabeth (Betsy) Woodard;
sister, Geraldine McCurry; 13 grandchildren,
eight great-grandchildren, and other family
members.

Dr. Monroe’s long life was spent as a pio-
neer in medicine and a respected physician
and member of the community. He was a lov-
ing husband for over 68 years and a doting fa-
ther who insisted on education. He leaves be-
hind many colleagues and a loving family who
will miss him, and | will miss him, too. | am
honored to pay tribute to this great Amer-
ican—Dr. Stanley Monroe.
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TRIBUTE TO THE ALTOONA CURVE
BASEBALL CLUB

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Altoona Curve Baseball Club
of Altoona, Pennsylvania, for winning the
Minor League Baseball’'s 2006 John H. John-
son President’s Trophy. This award, given an-
nually since 1974, is the highest honor given
by Minor League Baseball each year to one of
their 176 member clubs for being the top fran-
chise in the league. This award is Minor
League Baseball’s equivalent of college foot-
ball’'s Heisman Trophy. The President’s Tro-
phy was presented to the Altoona Curve on
December 7, at Minor League Baseball's an-
nual awards banquet.

The presentation of the John H. Johnson
President’s Trophy marks the third occasion
that the Altoona Curve Baseball Club has re-
ceived one of Minor League Baseball’'s most
important awards. In the last two years, the Al-
toona Curve has also received the Larry
MacPhail Promotional Trophy, as well as
Baseball America’s Bob Freitas Award. The
Curve Club is just the 11th franchise to have
received all 3 awards, and is also the first
team to receive these awards in just 3 year’s
time.

The Altoona Curve’s commitment to the
communities of central and western Pennsyl-
vania has been impressive from day one. In
the short 8 years since their establishment in
1999, The Altoona Curve has certainly be-
come a significant and positive part of our re-
gion’s identity. Living up to their slogan as
“Everybody’s Hometown Team”, the Altoona
Curve’s accomplishments will surely make
them a great part of the memories of the three
million fans who have cheered for them at the
Blair County Ballpark. Next year, the Altoona
Curve will open their season on April 12,
2007, to do what they do best—play ball.

——————

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE AP-
PRAISAL INSTITUTE ON ITS 75TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. RAY LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
voice congratulations to the Appraisal Institute
on its 75th Anniversary and for its advance-
ment of the real estate appraisal profession.
Established in 1932 to bring clarity to the real
estate appraisal and valuation process in
those turbulent times, the Appraisal Institute,
with its national office in Chicago, lllinois, is
the largest professional association of real es-
tate appraisers, representing more than
21,000 real estate appraisal practitioners in
the United States and abroad.

Serving as an impartial third party in real es-
tate transactions, members of the Appraisal
Institute play an important role in maintaining
integrity in the real estate market. Their unbi-
ased and professional opinions are used ev-
eryday by builders, developers and financiers
of commercial, industrial and residential prop-
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erties. Armed with extensive knowledge and
expertise, members of the Appraisal Institute
assist federal, state and local governmental
agencies that acquire, manage and dispose of
real property throughout the country.

Founded on the premise that superior edu-
cation and adherence to high ethical stand-
ards are central to the profession, the Ap-
praisal Institute established professional des-
ignation programs to recognize achievement in
these areas. Today more than 11,000 mem-
bers of the Appraisal Institute hold its pres-
tigious MAI, SRA and SRPA designations.
They have demonstrated their knowledge, skill
and ethical performance through a stringent
program of examinations and work product re-
view. Through its education, publishing and
membership designation programs, the Ap-
praisal Institute positions its members as the
preferred choice for real estate solutions.

The Appraisal Institute has a long history of
supporting initiatives consistent with the public
good that promote the use of competent ap-
praisers, including the licensing and certifi-
cation of appraisers. The organization was in-
strumental in the development of national uni-
form appraisal standards recognized by Con-
gress in 1989. The Appraisal Institute con-
tinues to advocate for important public policy
issues affecting consumers and homebuyers,
including laws that would strengthen oversight
and enforcement mechanisms designed to
prevent mortgage fraud.

The Appraisal Institute supports equal op-
portunity and nondiscrimination in the ap-
praisal profession and is committed to pro-
moting diversity within its membership and
throughout the real estate profession. Through
scholarships, training and advocacy the Ap-
praisal Institute’s diversity program seeks to
enhance opportunities for minorities, women
and those individuals new to the profession.

For 75 years the Appraisal Institute has
been a beacon of integrity for the real estate
appraisal profession and for those it serves. In
recognition of its theme for 2007, Celebrating
Our Past, Valuing the Future, | congratulate
the Appraisal Institute and its members for
their years of service, and | wish them contin-
ued success in their mission.

————

RECOGNIZING M. HOLLIS CURL ON
A LIFETIME ON ACHIEVEMENT

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, December 8, 2006

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a good friend and a great Ala-
bamian, M. Hollis Curl, in recognition of his
lifetime of achievement and service to the pro-
fession of journalism and the people of Ala-
bama.

Hollis, a native of Red Bay, Alabama, is the
long-time editor and publisher of The Wilcox
Progressive Era in my hometown of Camden,
Alabama.

He began his career in—as he calls it—
“newspapering,” by selling copies of The Red
Bay News from his shoeshine stand outside
the hotel in Red Bay.

During World War IlI, his family moved to
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, which did not have a
newspaper at the time. However, Hollis was
able to get a paper route carrying the Knox-
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ville News Sentinel. He has often recounted
the day the WWII ended, and his customers
crowded around his “drop spot” so they could
get their papers without waiting for him to walk
his route to their house.

It was also in Tennessee that a young Hollis

Curl began his career in journalism. He started
his own neighborhood publication—in the form
of a single sheet—which he sold for five cents
a copy.
In the late 1940s, Oak Ridge began its own
newspaper, and Hollis became one of the first
with a paper route for The Oak Ridger. As he
became older, he was given various jobs at
the paper, but in 1949, Hollis took a break
from “newspapering” to serve as a congres-
sional page for the late Congressman Albert
Gore, D-Tennessee.

Hollis attended Ole Miss and while there, he
worked at the student newspaper. Following
college, he returned to The Oak Ridger, and
in 1958, he became the advertising manager
for the Clinton Courier-News in Clinton, Ten-
nessee.

He returned to Alabama in 1960 to work in
the advertising department at The Dothan
Eagle. From there, he moved to Butler, where
he served as publisher for The Choctaw Advo-
cate and quickly began winning awards from
the Alabama Press Association (APA) in var-
ious categories. He purchased The Choctaw
Advocate in 1968, and later, he and John
Jones purchased The Demopolis Times.

In 1969, he and his wife, Glenda, bought
The Wilcox Progressive Era in Camden, which
is where they reside to this day. Hollis and
Glenda recently celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary.

Throughout the vyears, Hollis Curl has
owned newspapers in Butler, Demopolis,
Montevallo and Marion, but today his sole
paper is the award-winning Progressive Era.

Of particular significance, Hollis gained na-
tional recognition in 1997 when he was se-
lected by Sigma Delta Chi as recipient of the
Ethics in Journalism Award. He was the first
weekly newspaper editor to receive the award
presented at the National Press Club in Wash-
ington, D.C. In addition, the Alabama Press
Association awarded Hollis with their first Life-
time Achievement Award—in addition to
awarding him virtually every other award APA
gives.

He has also won the Troy State University’s
Hector Award four times and served from
1975-1976 as the Hall School of Journalism’s
Grover C. Hall Fellow and Editor-in-Residence
teaching editorial writing and press law.

Mr. Speaker, Hollis Curl is a very special
person to many of us throughout the State of
Alabama, and | rise today to honor and pub-
licly thank him for his many years of service,
loyalty, and dedication to the people of Cam-
den and Wilcox County.

As a young boy growing up in Camden, |
spent many an afternoon after school in “Mr.
Hollis’s” house. At the time, | was hoping my
elementary school crush on his daughter,
Julie, might lead to our being family one day.
Such was not meant to be. Regardless, he
was then—and has certainly remained—al-
ways interested in the wellbeing of the young
people of Wilcox County.

While he has taken more than a few politi-
cians to task on his editorial page and in his
award-winning, weekly column, “For What It's
Worth,” he has always been more than fair to
me and to those people in the political arena
with whom | have been associated.
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