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Monte, South El Monte, Whittier Narrows and
Puente Valley. Since the San Gabriel Basin
Restoration Fund was authorized by Congress
in 2000, dramatically increased contamination
levels have been identified in the South EIl
Monte and Puente Valley Operable Units. This
discovery has significantly increased both the
capitol and operation and maintenance costs
of the projects. With the cost of inflation, in-
creased energy costs and the higher contami-
nation levels found, the total cost is now esti-
mated at $1 billion. Significantly, the WQA has
a number of treatment plants that are already
operating at full capacity with more coming on
line in the near future.

The San Gabriel Groundwater Basin covers
more than 160 square miles in Los Angeles
County and is the primary source of drinking
water for over 1.2 million people. Furthermore,
natural groundwater flows from the San Ga-
briel Basin are allowing the contamination to
spread into the Central Groundwater Basin, a
vast 277 square-mile underground aquifer that
provides drinking water to over half of Los An-
geles County.

In working with the WQA and the U.S. Bu-
reau of Reclamation over the past decade on
this regional solution, there is no doubt that
this increase is warranted and will be utilized
in the most effective way to continue to pro-
vide safe drinking water.

| look forward to working closely with the
House Resources Committee, and with the
new Water and Power Subcommittee Chair-
woman GRACE NAPOLITANO, who is a cospon-
sor of this bill and has been a champion of re-
gional water solutions. | am also pleased to
have the support of my colleagues ADAM
SCHIFF, HILDA SoLIs and GARY MILLER, who
are cosponsors of this legislation.

———
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Zachary R. Bode, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 395, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Zachary has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Zachary has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Zachary R. Bode for his
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. | am
honored to represent Zachary in the United
States House of Representatives.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with
great honor and pleasure that | stand before
you today to recognize the many years of
dedicated service of Mr. Dale Engquist. Hav-
ing known Dale for many years, | can truly say
that he is one of the most committed, knowl-
edgeable, and honorable citizens in Northwest
Indiana. Nowhere has his knowledge and
commitment been more evident than in his
faithful service to the National Park Service
(NPS), and more specifically, to the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore. Dale has served
the Northwest Indiana community for the past
28 years, and his service to the NPS has
spanned an astonishing 42 years. For many
years, Dale has been a constant fixture at the
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore, and for his
efforts, he will be honored at a retirement
party on Tuesday, January 9, 2007, at the
Lubeznik Center for the Arts in Michigan City,
Indiana.

Following a summer position at Wind Cave
National Park in South Dakota, Dale Engquist
began his professional career with the NPS in
1964 at the National Capital Parks in Wash-
ington, DC. From there, Dale went on to serve
as Chief Park Naturalist at Hot Springs Na-
tional Park in Arkansas and then Assistant
Chief Park Naturalist at Everglades National
Park in Florida. Following his departure from
Everglades National Park in 1971, Dale ac-
cepted his first Superintendent position at the
Biscayne National Monument in Florida. After
moving on to other managerial positions in
New Jersey and Washington, DC, Dale settled
in Northwest Indiana in 1978, where he served
as Assistant Superintendent of the Indiana
Dunes National Lakeshore until January 1983.
At that time, Dale was named to the distin-
guished position of Superintendent of the Na-
tional Lakeshore, a position he has held for
the past 24 years. Over the years, Dale has
maintained this post, and he has done so with
a selfless commitment to nature and to the
community. Dale’s education, knowledge, and
experience with the NPS have made him suc-
cessful and respected in all of the positions he
has held.

Indisputably, Dale Engquist has been ex-
tremely successful throughout his career with
the NPS. To attest to this fact, Dale has been
the recipient of numerous accolades and
awards for merit and dedication. In 1987, he
was awarded the Park Planning and Design
Award for excellence in park design, as well
as the Richard G. Lugar Award for recognition
as an outstanding federal employee in the
state of Indiana. In addition, Dale has also
been honored with the 1991 Superintendent of
the Year & Resource Stewardship Award, the
National Park Service’s 75th Anniversary Di-
rector's Award, the Sagamore of the Wabash,
the Meritorious Service Award by then-Sec-
retary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt, the Polish
Cavalry Cross of Merit, and the Chicago Wil-
derness Excellence in Conservation Award.

Though it may be difficult to imagine where
he finds the time, Dale has always been in-
volved in several associations and organiza-
tions, including: the Association of National
Park Rangers, the Eastern National Parks &
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Monument Association, the National Park &
Recreation Association, the Indiana Park &
Recreation Association, the Indiana Historical
Society, the National Audubon Society, and
Rotary International.

Madam Speaker, Dale Engquist has de-
voted himself to improving and preserving the
Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore and serv-
ing the people of Northwest Indiana through-
out his many years of service. At this time, |
ask that you and all of my distinguished col-
leagues join me in commending him for his
lifetime of service and dedication.

———
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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker,
today | rise in solidarity with the Miami-Dade
County Public Schools on the occasion of Na-
tional World AIDS Day. Miami-Dade County
Public Schools are working hard within my
community to provide much-needed preven-
tion information, as well as assistance to those
afflicted with the HIV/AIDS virus.

Indeed, the National World AIDS Day
evokes once again a special opportunity for
the Miami-Dade County Public Schools, my
North Dade constituents and the larger Miami-
Dade County and South Florida communities
to renew our collective and individual commit-
ment to find a cure for this treatable and pre-
ventable disease. As we remember in our
prayers those who passed on, as well as
reach out to those who need our help, we are
reminded of the urgency to fight against the
spread of this virus. Despite the best efforts of
our AIDS-support community organizations, in
concert with the Miami-Dade County Public
Schools, HIV/AIDS continues to be a dev-
astating disease. | commend our health care
professionals, the volunteers from our commu-
nity organizations, and our schools, who to-
gether exemplify a symbol of strength and re-
silience in a way that combines true profes-
sionalism and utmost compassion along the
tradition of our stewardship for one another.

The leadership of the Miami-Dade County
Public Schools is readily focused on providing
the opportunities of outreach information and
ongoing education in a way that advances the
common good of our fellow human beings, es-
pecially those who are suffering from the ef-
fects of the AIDS disease.

Despite the strategies and activities that or-
ganizations of good-will have utilized to com-
bat this virus, we are still saddled with the fact
that the pace of the AIDS infection is stag-
gering. According to recent statistics from the
World Health Organization, the past year
alone has seen more infection and death from
HIV/AIDS than ever before.

Of the estimated 18,371 AIDS-related
deaths in the United States in 2006, approxi-
mately 52 percent were from the Black com-
munity. According to the Centers for Disease
Control, Blacks accounted for 54 percent of all
new diagnoses of HIV/AIDS. In Florida, HIV/
AIDS is the leading cause of death among
Black males and females, aged 25 to 44 years
old. According to the Florida Department of
Health, over half of all people living with HIV/
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