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THERE'S A NEW LAWMAN IN
TOWN: CHRISTOPHER JAMES
MCcCAIN

HON. TED POE
OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, January 5, 2007
Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, earlier this

week, as the sun set in South East Texas, on
January 3, 2007, 35 highly-trained, well-dis-
ciplined, dedicated disciples of the law were
sworn in as new Houston Police Officers. One
of those officers was Christopher McCain.

McCain comes from a law enforcement fam-
ily. His stepfather, Eddie, an HPD Officer for
over 25 years, pinned the new police badge
on McCain at the Police Academy Graduation.
Present at the graduation were his proud
mother, Janet, who has spent most of her ca-
reer helping people of the Houston commu-
nity, and his brother Ryne.

Madam Speaker, peace officers are the last
strand of wire in the fence between good and
evil. They are what separate us from the anar-
chy of the lawless. By wearing the badge, they
swear to protect, defend, and serve the citi-
zens.

McCain, 28 (born 1978), is a single parent
of 2 small children. His youthful wife met an
untimely death in 2005. When this occurred,
McCain accepted the duty to raise his children
alone.

Although becoming an HPD officer is the
beginning of a new career, McCain has spent
his life in public service. After receiving his
GED, McCain volunteered and joined the U.S.
Marine Corps. He served 4 years on active
duty as a non- commissioned officer in Special
Operations, assigned to the desert sands of
the Middle East and he also served in Japan.
After being discharged, he was recalled to ac-
tive duty in 2003. McCain’s dramatic enthu-
siasm for serving our Nation as a Marine was
another trait of our Nation’s great warriors.

Here’s what President Ronald Reagan said
about the Marines:

Some people spend an entire lifetime won-
dering if they made a difference in the world.
But, the Marines don’t have that problem.
Christopher McCain was one of those Ma-
rines.

When his tour of duty was over with the Ma-
rine Corps, McCain went to work for the Harris
County (Houston), Texas Juvenile Probation
Department. He was a Master Sergeant in the
training division of the boot camp. Boot camp
teaches vyouthful offenders discipline, hard
work, and self worth. He spent 5 years (2001—
2006) helping the troubled youth of the streets
of Houston.

But all of his life, Christopher McCain want-
ed to be a peace officer. Now that dream has
been accomplished. Christopher McCain is a
Texas Lawman!

Peace officers, who wear the badge, are the
best we have to offer to our towns and cities.
Serving the people, protecting the citizens,
capturing outlaws and bringing them to justice,
is what these peace officers do for the rest of
us.

In Houston, we call our peace officers
“Houston’s  Finest.”  Officer  Christopher
McCain is now one of those who wear the
badge and the blue uniform of “Houston’s Fin-
est.” He, like his fellow peace officers, is a cut
above the rest of us—and that’s just the way
it is.
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INTRODUCING THE FAIR MINIMUM
WAGE ACT OF 2007

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, as part of this first 100 hours of the
110th Congress, | am proud to introduce the
Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007. The intro-
duction of this bill provides Congress with a
long-overdue opportunity to stand up for the
dignity of those 5.6 million workers in the
United States making minimum wage, or near
minimum wage.

The Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2007 would
increase the federal minimum wage to $7.25
per hour in three steps over two years. Under
this bill, sixty days after enactment, the wage
would rise from the current $5.15 per hour to
$5.85 per hour. One year later, it would rise to
$6.55. And a year after that, it would finally
rise to $7.25 per hour. The bill also extends
federal minimum wage coverage, under a sep-
arate timetable, to the Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands.

For almost a decade, the federal minimum
wage has remained at just $5.15 an hour. The
nation’s poorest workers have suffered
through the longest period in the history of the
law without a pay raise. As a result of con-
gressional inaction, the real value of the min-
imum wage has hit a 51-year low. If the rate
remains unchanged in 2007, a minimum wage
employee working full-time will earn only
$10,712, which is $5,888 less than the
$16,600 needed to lift a family of three out of
poverty. This is unconscionable. These Ameri-
cans have suffered at poverty wages for far
too long. It is time for Congress to dem-
onstrate that it values hard work.

Nearly 13 million American workers will see
their pay rise as a result of the Fair Minimum
Wage Act—>5.6 million workers directly and 7.4
million workers indirectly. This number in-
cludes 7.7 million women, 3.4 million parents,
and 4.7 million people of color. 79 percent of
these workers are adults, and the majority of
these workers work full-time.

Families with affected workers rely on those
workers for more than half of their family’s in-
come. 46 percent of child-rearing families with
affected workers rely solely on the earnings
from those workers. If this bill becomes law,
over 6.3 million children would see their par-
ents’ income rise. For a family of three this
means an additional $4,400 a year, equaling
15 months worth of groceries or two years
worth of health care for these families. It will
mean greater dignity on the job.

Congress has a moral duty to raise the min-
imum wage. Churches, synagogues, and other
faith groups are calling on Congress to sup-
port the Fair Minimum Wage Act. In this coun-
try, an average CEO earns more before lunch-
time in one day than a minimum wage worker
earns all year. This is a moral outrage in the
richest country on earth. With the costs of
health insurance, gasoline, and college tuition
increasing, it is important, now more than
ever, that we raise the minimum wage so that
these hard working Americans are able to
meet basic human needs.

Raising the minimum wage is not only the
right thing to do, it is also economically pru-
dent. Increasing the minimum wage will help
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boost the economy as a whole, putting more
money into the hands of those people who
need it and will spend it—indeed, spend it on
basic necessities. Last year, some 665 econo-
mists, including several Nobel Laureates,
signed a statement in support of raising the
minimum wage. As they explained, the “min-
imum wage helps to equalize the imbalance in
bargaining power that low-wage workers face
in the labor market. The minimum wage is
also an important tool in fighting poverty.”

Raising the minimum wage is critical to
fighting the middle class squeeze in this coun-
try. America’s middle class is this country’s
economic backbone. It is what makes us
strong. Yet the middle class is shrinking. Since
2001, the number of Americans living in pov-
erty has increased by 5.4 million, to 37 million.
More than one in six American children now
lives in poverty. The Fair Minimum Wage Act
of 2007 is an important first step for this new
Congress in its efforts to stand up for the mid-
dle class and to stem the squeeze.

———

INTRODUCING WE THE PEOPLE
HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce the We the People Act. The We the Peo-
ple Act forbids federal courts, including the
Supreme Court, from adjudicating cases con-
cerning state laws and polices relating to reli-
gious liberties or “privacy,” including cases in-
volving sexual practices, sexual orientation or
reproduction. The We the People Act also pro-
tects the traditional definition of marriage from
judicial activism by ensuring the Supreme
Court cannot abuse the equal protection
clause to redefine marriage. In order to hold
federal judges accountable for abusing their
powers, the act also provides that a judge who
violates the act’s limitations on judicial power
shall either be impeached by Congress or re-
moved by the president, according to rules es-
tablished by the Congress.

The United States Constitution gives Con-
gress the authority to establish and limit the
jurisdiction of the lower federal courts and limit
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. The
Founders intended Congress to use this au-
thority to correct abuses of power by the fed-
eral judiciary.

Some may claim that an activist judiciary
that strikes down state laws at will expands in-
dividual liberty. Proponents of this claim over-
look the fact that the best guarantor of true lib-
erty is decentralized political institutions, while
the greatest threat to liberty is concentrated
power. This is why the Constitution carefully
limits the power of the federal government
over the states.

In recent years, we have seen numerous
abuses of power by Federal courts. Federal
judges regularly strike down state and local
laws on subjects such as religious liberty, sex-
ual orientation, family relations, education, and
abortion. This government by Federal judiciary
causes a virtual nullification of the Tenth
Amendment’s limitations on federal power.
Furthermore, when federal judges impose their
preferred polices on state and local govern-
ments, instead of respecting the polices adopt-
ed by those elected by, and thus accountable
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