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it is just tough to accommodate
everybody’s interests; but to the extent
we can do so, it is our absolute intent
to do so. And I thank the gentleman.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman
for his response. I would say that there
clearly will be days in this Congress
when we just simply don’t agree with
the goal that we are trying to achieve
on the two sides of the aisle, but I
think we can find many more days
when we do agree. We are optimistic
about the concept of partnership as op-
posed to partisanship and look forward
to having the bills today for next week
and an extended debate in the future
beyond the debate that we feel we will
be allowed to have next week.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
JANUARY 8, 2007

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday, January 8,
2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. AN-
DREWS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

——————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

———————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for
5 minutes each.

———

STAFF SERGEANT EDWARD C.
REYNOLDS, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, “To be born
free is an accident, to live free is a
privilege, and to die free is a responsi-
bility.” Powerful words spoken by
Brigadier General James Sehorn that
are embedded into the minds of our
valiant soldiers protecting nations
from a cowardly enemy that burrows
beneath the Iraqi desert sands, those
individuals that seek to annihilate our
freedoms that all people should have.

The American soldier believes in
freedom more than any other indi-
vidual on Earth because they witness
the inhumanity of tyranny. They see it
in the fierce trenches of battle. Our sol-
diers secure life and liberty, and they
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give it to those folks in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

U.S. Army Staff Sergeant Edward
Charles Reynolds, Jr. was one of these
soldiers. He was an 8-year Army vet-
eran. Staff Sergeant Reynolds had been
stationed among the terrorist Iraqi in-
surgents, fighting against them to en-
sure a free nation of Iraq.

He is a native of Port Arthur, Texas,
and he was a 1997 graduate of Thomas
Jefferson High School, where he was a
star tight-end and middle linebacker
on the football team. As a Texan, Staff
Sergeant Reynolds spent fall football
seasons cheering for one of the greatest
teams in college football, the Univer-
sity of Texas Longhorns. Those who
knew him knew a man who took care
of others, whether it be his family, his
friends, or his country. Staff Sergeant
Reynolds was their protector.

Family was the most important
thing to Staff Sergeant Reynolds. He
was a devoted father to his children,
two daughters and a son. He was dedi-
cated to his fiancee. He was the guard-
ian of his older sister. Friends knew
him as the man that kept them out of
trouble, pushing them to succeed in
life. And his country knew him as a de-
fender of our freedoms.

In December 2005, Staff Sergeant
Reynolds was deployed to Iraq, worlds
away, but he remained a constant pres-
ence in the life of his family and all of
his friends. He sent out cards and let-
ters, constantly reminding his fiancee
of their New Year’s Eve wedding date.
During the next 10 months, assigned to
the U.S. Army 1st Battalion, 67th
Armor Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 4th In-
fantry Division, Staff Sergeant Rey-
nolds dodged bullets, IEDs, and Iraqi
outlaws throughout the Baghdad
desert.

But on September 26, less than 2
months from coming home to Texas,
Staff Sergeant Reynolds and a fellow
soldier were crossing a Baghdad bridge
in a military convoy when that bridge
collapsed, plunging their vehicle under-
water, trapping both soldiers inside. 27-
year-old Staff Sergeant Reynolds and
his colleague were killed in action, be-
coming victims in the struggle for
Iraqi freedom.

A decorated soldier, Staff Sergeant
Reynolds was the recipient of the Com-
bat Infantry Badge, the Kosovo Cam-
paign Medal. He was also awarded the
Iraqi Combat Campaign Medal, the
Global War on Terrorism Expedi-
tionary Medal, the Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and the Bronze
Star. He was a lifelong member of the
Borden Chapel Missionary Baptist
Church. And like his mother and fa-
ther, Staff Sergeant Reynolds had a de-
vout faith in his Almighty God, believ-
ing that everything he was given was a
gift by Him.

On October 7, the Borden Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Beaumont,
Texas, and the Reverend Airon Rey-
nolds, Jr., gave this brave soldier a
hero’s memorial and homecoming.
Family and friends were not the only
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ones who memorialized and honored
Staff Sergeant Reynolds. The Patriot
Guard Riders and the Southeast Texas
Veterans Service thanked him for his
valor. More than 200 Patriot Guard
Riders, with flags of tribute raised,
stood in honor of Staff Sergeant Rey-
nolds, the son of Texas, an American
soldier, as he reached his eternal rest-
ing place.

Mr. Speaker, I have a photograph of
Sergeant Reynolds, the way that he
was when he was protecting freedom
across the desert sands of Iraq. Amer-
ican citizens are born into the privilege
of freedom, and we must remember
that the sacrifice given by Staff Ser-
geant Reynolds and all American war-
riors is responsible for the continu-
ation of this great Nation.

Staff Sergeant Reynolds chose to
protect the freedom that he was born
into from the violent militants robbing
nations of life and liberty. So God bless
Staff Sergeant Reynolds and his fam-
ily.

In the words of George Orwell: “We
sleep safely in our beds because rough
men stand ready in the night to visit
violence on those who would do us
harm.”

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE RUT-
GERS SCARLET KNIGHTS FOOT-
BALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I am
very happy to say that my colleague
from New Jersey, Mr. ANDREWS, is the
Speaker this afternoon.

Mr. Speaker, I come to the floor this
afternoon to congratulate the Rutgers
Scarlet Knights on their recent victory
over Kansas State in the Texas Bowl.
Last Thursday the Scarlet Knights
cruised to a 37-10 victory over the Kan-
sas State Wildcats, capping their mem-
orable season with the first bowl win in
school history.

Running back Ray Rice led the win-
ning effort with 170 yards rushing and a
touchdown. Wide receiver Tim Brown
scored two touchdowns, which, com-
bined with Rutgers’ stifling defense,
was more than enough to put away
Kansas State. The defense held Kansas
State under 200 total yards and did not
allow an offensive touchdown.

Coach Greg Schiano led his team to
an 11-win season this year for only the
second time in Rutgers’ history. In his
five short years since becoming head
coach at Rutgers, Coach Schiano has
turned the program around from a 2-9
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