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HONORING CHERI DEAN OF LAKE
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. THOMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Ms. Cheri Dean on the oc-
casion of her retirement from the Social Secu-
rity Administration after 31 years of service to
the government and people of Lake County.

Ms. Dean was hired as a claims develop-
ment clerk in 1976 and was promoted through
a series of positions from administrative as-
sistant to service representative and finally to
claims representative. At each stage of her ca-
reer she has been a model of professional ex-
cellence and has worked hard to ensure that
the needs of Lake County’s residents are met.
Her timely action has ensured the continuity of
payments to many people who relied on her
work.

After her retirement, Ms. Dean will move to
Oklahoma where she will live near her family.
She plans to spend time working on a family
genealogy and traveling throughout the region.

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this
time that we thank Ms. Dean for her decades
of service with the Lake County branch of the
Social Security Administration, and | wish her
all the best in the future.

———

INTRODUCTION OF MEDICARE PRE-
SCRIPTION DRUG NEGOTIATION
ACT OF 2007

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, seniors, in-
dividuals with disabilities and the taxpayers of
America were done a disservice in 2003 when
the Medicare Prescription Drug legislation
passed with a provision that prohibits the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services from ne-
gotiating with drug manufacturers for lower
prescription drug prices. Representatives
EMERSON, RANGEL, PORTER and | are intro-
ducing the Medicare Prescription Drug Nego-
tiation Act of 2007 today to help seniors get
the lowest prices possible on prescription
medications under Medicare.

This legislation removes the prohibition of
the Secretary from negotiating lower prescrip-
tion drug prices. Moreover, it requires the Sec-
retary to negotiate for lower prescription drug
prices in Medicare without restricting access to
any medications.

Drug prices under the Medicare prescription
drug plan are more than 80 percent higher
than prices negotiated by other agencies in
the Federal government and more than 60
percent higher than prices in Canada. And this
year the prices for each of the top five most
popular drugs taken by seniors have gone up.

Currently, each of the 1200 plus prescription
drug plans can use its volume of enrollees as
leverage to purchase at bulk and other dis-
count rates from drug companies. The Gov-
ernment, however, cannot do the same on be-
half of Medicare’s 40 million beneficiaries. We
are now requiring that the Secretary do just
that.
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This simple legislation could save billions in
prescription drug costs, premiums, and cost
sharing for the millions of Medicare bene-
ficiaries. It leaves the details up to the Sec-
retary of HHS, who has the necessary experi-
ence and expertise to secure lower prescrip-
tion drug prices. This bill has the support of
the AARP, Consumer’s Union and the AFL—
ClO.

It is time we put the best interests of Medi-
care beneficiaries ahead of those of the drug
companies. Seniors are clamoring for relief,
and Americans overwhelmingly support having
the Secretary of HHS negotiate for lower pre-
scription drug prices on behalf of Medicare.
The Medicare Prescription Drug Negotiation
Act of 2007 is specifically designed to correct
the shortfalls of the flawed 2003 Medicare
Prescription Drug legislation and to provide af-
fordable prescription drugs to Medicare bene-
ficiaries.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
CHARGING IRANIAN PRESIDENT
MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD WITH
VIOLATION OF THE 1948 CONVEN-
TION ON THE PREVENTION AND
PUNISHMENT OF THE CRIME OF
GENOCIDE

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, along
with my colleague STEVEN ROTHMAN (D-NJ), |
introduce a resolution charging Iranian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad with violating the
1948 Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide. This reso-
lution urges the United Nations Security Coun-
cil to use its power under international law to
hold the Iranian leader accountable for his
genocidal statements targeting the Israeli peo-
ple.

The Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide was de-
signed by the international community to out-
law genocide; to never again allow a massive
crime similar to the Holocaust by Nazi Ger-
many during World War II.

But now we are faced with an Iranian leader
whose public statements call for a second
Jewish Holocaust.

The Convention on the Prevention and Pun-
ishment of the Crime of Genocide prohibits not
only acts of genocide, but also prohibits “di-
rect and public incitement to commit geno-
cide.”

This resolution urges the United Nations Se-
curity Council to examine the evidence of
Ahmadinejad’s incitement. In order to present
the evidence in a clear and concise manner,
| recently asked the Congressional Research
Service to compile a list entitled “Ahmadinejad
in His Own Words,” and | present it to the
House today.

On October 26, 2005, in advance of Iran’s
Jerusalem Day, established by Ayatollah Kho-
meini, Ahmadinejad spoke at a conference of
the Society for the Defense of the Palestinian
Nation, and members of the Islamic Students
Union, and an audience of hundreds of stu-
dents.

In his speech, he described his vision of an
age-old confrontation between the world of
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Islam and the “World of Arrogance,” that is
the West; portraying Israel and Zionism as the
spearhead of the West against the Islamic na-
tion. He emphasized in that speech the need
to eliminate Israel which, he said, was an at-
tainable goal.

He delivered this speech before several rep-
resentatives of Hizbullah and its leader Has-
san Nasrallah and Hamas leader Khaled
Mash’al.

Speaking to a student conference then, enti-
tled “World without Zionism,” Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad stated:

“Very soon this stain of disgrace (i.e. Israel)
will vanish from the center of the Islamic
world—and this is attainable. . .

The people who sit in closed rooms cannot
decide on this matter. The Islamic people can-
not allow this historic enemy to exist in the
heart of the Islamic world. . .

| hope that the Palestinians will maintain
their wariness and intelligence, much as they
have pursued their battles in the past ten
years. This will be a short period, and if we
pass though it successfully, the process of the
elimination of the Zionist regime will be
smooth and simple. . .

Our dear Imam [Khomeini] ordered that the
occupying regime in Jerusalem be wiped off
the face of the earth. This was a very wise
statement.”

On April 15, 2006, at the opening of a con-
ference on supporting the Palestinians, he
said:

“Like it or not, the Zionist regime is heading
toward annihilation.”

On April 27, 2006, he stated in a speech in
the western Iranian town of Zanjan, carried on
live national television.

“This regime (Israel) will one day vanish.”

On May 11, 2006, Ahmadinejad made a ref-
erence to Israel in a speech to students and
instructors at University of Jakarta, he said:

“l advise them to pack up and move out of
the region before being caught in the fire they
have started in Lebanon.”

On July 8, 2006, speaking to regional offi-
cials at the opening of a two-day conference
in Tehran on security in Irag, he said: “The
basic problem in the Islamic world is the exist-
ence of the Zionist regime, and the Islamic
world and the region must mobilize to remove
this problem.”

On July 29, 2006, during an emergency
meeting with Muslim leaders, he said:

“The real cure for the (Lebanon) conflict is
elimination of the Zionist regime, but there
should be first an immediate ceasefire.”

On August 3, 2006, in a speech before the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, to
presidents, prime ministers and policy-makers
of 17 Muslim-majority nations in Malaysia, a
major international conference, he said.

“The Zionist regime is fraudulent and illegit-
imate and cannot survive.”

On October 19, 2006, speaking to crowds of
people in Islamshahr, southwest of Tehran, he
said:

“This regime will be gone, definitely. You
should know that any government that stands
by the Zionist regime from now on will not see
any result but the hatred of the people.”

On December 12, 2005, in a speech to
thousands in the southeastern city of Zahedan
in the southeastern Sistan va Baluchistan
Province and this was carried on lIranian tele-
vision, Ahmadinejad said:

“Today, they (Europeans) have created a
myth in the name of Holocaust and consider
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