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some impatience. I come in frustration
that I am still a second-class citizen in
my own House.

Until I can represent the people of
the District of Columbia as a full
American citizen, this frustration and
impatience will continue.

I had hoped to be able to vote on the
bills we all ran on that are now before
the House. I came to speak today, but
once again, when the vote came, I
could not vote. I couldn’t vote because
I was not even allowed the vote in the
Committee of the Whole that I won
when the Democrats were last in
power.

My people in the District have chas-
tised me for even trying to get the
Committee of the Whole vote. They
perhaps recognize that it is a hubris
that I wished at least to vote in this
House as we convened, and they are
perhaps right. They tell me, we are not
in any way interested in another sec-
ond-class vote, ELEANOR. It is time for
first-class rights for the people of the
District of Columbia.

So I accept their chastisement and
pledge to them that I will not rest, now
that Democrats are in power, until
Democrats do as they have always said,
that they sought power to do, to give
votes to the people of the District of
Columbia.

I have tried everything, I have tried
statehood, I have tried Committee of
the Whole. It is time to try the real
thing, Mr. Speaker, when there are
650,000 people who pay their taxes and
have met every obligation, and are not
recognized as citizens in their own
House and send somebody to the House
that is not even recognized to vote on
this House, not even in the Committee
of the Whole.

I come to express their frustration,
to say I am leaving all that behind. I
have introduced the bill they want. I
accept their chastisement. We want
our votes. We want it in the 110th Con-
gress, and we want it now. I speak for
them as a woman who knows what it
means to be a second-class citizen, and
who, once she left the District went to
law school, said, I shall never again be
a second-class citizen. Yes, I grew up in
segregated schools in this town, in seg-
regated Washington. That is what it
meant to be a second-class citizen. Now
to be a second-class civics citizen, after
200 years, has become too much to
bear.

So I have introduced a bill to make it
absolutely clear, as my people have
said I must do today, that there is boil-
ing determination among the people of
the District of Columbia to get this
vote. Not in January. We have re-
spected the right of the Congress to
come forward with the bills that are of
great importance to the country, but
those of us who believe that the vote is
basic, is basic to Democrats, is basic to
America, I believe we should move on
after January and finally keep the
promise that at least Democrats have
made to the House and that I commend
Republicans for getting us very close
to in the 109th Congress.
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This is the 110th, Mr. Speaker. This
is the moment of truth. This is the mo-
ment when the Democrats have not
only the opportunity, but the obliga-
tion to give a vote in the 110th Con-
gress to the people of the District of
Columbia.

———

REMEMBERING QUINCY BEAVER,
SR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that I rise today to an-
nounce the passing of a great Amer-
ican, Quincy Beaver, Sr. Quincy had
been a resident of Carson, California,
for 38 years. His contributions to his
community, the State of California,
and the world are legend. He was a pas-
sionate advocate for justice and equal-
ity and devoted countless hours work-
ing in political, civil rights and labor
union movements.

Quincy’s community and social ac-
tivism span nearly 7 decades. Upon re-
ceiving an honorable discharge from
the military in 1945, Quincy returned
to Los Angeles where he immediately
began to serve his community. Given
his passionate commitment to service,
he was presented numerous accolades
and awards that are too numerous to
list.

But a few of Quincy’s leadership posi-
tions, honors and awards include Chair
of the Employment Labor Committee
of the Los Angeles chapter of the Con-
gress of Racial Equality, referred to as
CORE, board member of the South Cen-
tral Welfare Planning Council, board
member of the Charles R. Drew Com-
munity Advisory Council, founding
member of the Carson/Torrance
NAACP, and Chair of the chapter’s
First Executive Board, member of the
Compton and Long Beach chapters of
the NAACP, and board member of the
Campaign for a Citizens’ Police Review
Board.

Quincy was a major player in the cre-
ation of the Southern California Free
South Africa movement and a founding
member of the Martin Luther King,
Jr., Democratic Club, and elected its
first president in 1972.

He worked in numerous local, State
and national political campaigns; and
during the 1972 campaign, Quincy
formed the Black Workers for McGov-
ern. In 1984, he founded and served as
chairperson of the 31st Congressional
District Jesse Jackson for President
Campaign.

For the last 44 years, Quincy was a
member of the California Democratic
Council, CDC, a state-wide organiza-
tion of Democratic clubs where he held
numerous positions in the organiza-
tion, including immediate past presi-
dent.

Quincy was married to Geneva Phil-
lips, who was his friend, his confidant,
his caregiver, and the love of his life.
They shared a passion for community
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service and grass-roots politics. He was
the proud father of four children.

We will sorely miss Quincy’s un-
swerving commitment to community
service, quality education, to jobs and
to safe working conditions for all peo-
ple. We will certainly miss his commu-
nity activism. Dear Quincy, rest in
peace.

——
O 2030

BLUE DOG COALITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) is
recognized for 60 minutes.

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening on behalf of the 44 member
strong fiscally conservative Demo-
cratic Blue Dog Coalition. We are a
group of fiscally conservative Demo-
crats that are committed to restoring
common sense and fiscal discipline to
our Nation’s government. During the
109th session of Congress, we had 37
members; in the 110th session of Con-
gress, we have grown to 44 members, 44
fiscally conservative Democrats that
share my vision of putting America on
a path toward fiscal responsibility,
putting America on a path toward ac-
countability, and putting America on a
path that will restore common sense to
our national government.

As you walk the Halls of Congress, as
you walk the Cannon House Office
Building, the Longworth House Office
Building, as you walk the Rayburn
House Office Building, you will see this
poster, Mr. Speaker; and as you see
this poster, it will be a symbol that
you are walking by an office that
houses a Blue Dog member. You will
find 44 of these posters in the Halls of
Congress to remind the American peo-
ple and to remind the Members of Con-
gress and to remind all of us as we
walk these Halls that our Nation is one
that is tragically in debt.

The current national debt of these
United States of America is
$8,690,905,471,722, and actually 43 cents.
I just didn’t have room to put it on the
poster. I ran out of room. And for every
man, woman, and child in America,
your share of the national debt is
$29,005.60. It is what we have coined in
the Blue Dog Coalition as the debt tax,
D-E-B-T tax. It is one tax that cannot
be cut, that cannot be repealed until
we get our Nation’s fiscal house in
order.

Mr. Speaker, you might be thinking,
Now, didn’t President Clinton leave us
with a balanced budget, the first one in
some 40 years? Didn’t we have a bal-
anced budget from 1998 through 20017
Yes, Mr. Speaker, we did. But in the
past 6 years, this Republican President
and this Republican Congress has given
us record budget deficit after record
budget deficit.

On this chart you will see the four
largest deficits ever in our Nation’s
history. The first rank was 2004 when
our Nation wrote $413 billion worth of
hot checks. The second largest deficit
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