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drug coverage that competes on a financially 
fair basis with the private plans. And it 
should end the subsidy to Medicare Advan-
tage, forcing H.M.O.’s to engage in fair com-
petition with traditional Medicare. 

Conservatives will fight fiercely against 
these moves. They say they believe in com-
petition—but they’re against competition 
that might show the public sector doing a 
better job than the private sector. Progres-
sives should support these moves for the 
same reason. Ending the subsidies to middle-
men, in addition to saving a lot of money, 
would point the way to broader health care 
reform. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA AND UNITED 
STATES TERRITORIES CIRCU-
LATING QUARTER DOLLAR PRO-
GRAM ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, for the 
fourth time, the House has passed a bill to af-
ford five insular areas and the District of Co-
lumbia a quarter bearing a design of their 
choice on the reverse side. Inadvertently, 
these Americans were excluded from the 50- 
State bill affording this same right to the 
States in 1998. 

We owe very special thanks to the succes-
sive committee and subcommittee chairs and 
ranking members on the Financial Services 
Committee. We especially appreciate the new 
Chairman BARNEY FRANK who reached out to 
us to put this bill for consideration by the 
House on the suspension calendar. 

Forty States have had their State design on 
the reverse side of the quarter with four more 
States to be added before this year is ended. 
All the coins are minted according to the year 
each State ratified the Constitution of the 
United States or were admitted into the Union. 
Although States have appropriate latitude, 
there are limitations as to what can be used 
as a design. According to Public Law 105– 
124, the Secretary of the Treasury has the 
final approval of each design. The law gives 
clear guidance as to what is an acceptable de-
sign concept. Suitable design concepts include 
State landmarks, landscapes, historically sig-
nificant buildings, symbols of State resources 
or industries, official State flora and fauna, 
State icons, and outlines of States. Among the 
examples of suitable coins already in circula-
tion are, New York’s Statue of Liberty, Mis-
souri’s depiction of Lewis and Clark as they 
paddled down the Missouri River with the 
Gateway Arch in the background and North 
Carolina’s design depicting the first successful 
airplane flight. We look forward to the day 
when the residents of the District of Columbia 
and of the insular areas can see similar sym-
bols of their jurisdictions and of their American 
citizenship appear on coins as well. 

This bill points out the importance of includ-
ing all Americans in the symbols of American 
citizenship. The residents of the District and of 
the insular areas are full and equal American 
citizens. To leave them out of mere exercises 
of citizenship is to seem to deny the citizen-
ship they revere and share with other Ameri-
cans. The Americans who live in these dis-
tricts have fought and died in our country’s 

wars and have extraordinary records of serv-
ice in the Armed Forces in considerably larger 
numbers than many States. District citizens, in 
addition, pay Federal income taxes. 

We in the Congress all represent proud 
Americans. There are, of course, significant 
differences between the States and the juris-
dictions covered by this bill. However, quali-
fication to be part of a program of quarter 
coins to commemorate congressional districts 
is not one of them. Under the Constitution, all 
Americans are equal, notwithstanding impor-
tant differences in form, structure and other 
significant distinctions. Today, by including all 
Americans, Congress avoids any appearance 
of differential or discriminatory treatment and 
any implication that these areas are colonies, 
never the intention when the five jurisdictions 
were not included in the original bill in 1998, 
as the House has made clear by repeatedly 
bringing this bill to the floor. 

Today, when our country is at war and 
faces unparalleled dangers, this bill is yet an-
other example of our unity as Americans and 
our indivisibility in honoring all of our country’s 
citizens. By repeatedly passing this measure, 
the House has made it abundantly clear that 
we are one country and that our hope is that 
the Senate will join us. 
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RECOGNIZING PETER FEHNER FOR 
ACHIEVING THE RANK OF EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Peter Fehner, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 180, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Peter has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Peter has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Peter Fehner for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. I am hon-
ored to represent Peter in the United States 
House of Representatives. 

f 

LET THE BULLET SPEAK 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, A bullet tells a 
story . . . Tells lawmen the gun it belongs to, 
identifies the outlaw that fired it. In Jefferson 
County, Texas, it proves an attempted capital 
murder. 

Gang thugs—with disregard to the property 
of others—robbed a used-car lot in Port Ar-
thur, TX. When the owner appeared, a coward 
amid the cloak of darkness fired his pistol. 

Unaware he was an expert marksman, the 
wounded owner was able to return fire, strik-
ing the hidden gunman. 

The bullet, pointing to the triggerman, now 
lays embedded in the suspect’s forehead. 

Refusing its removal, search warrants were 
issued ordering doctors to extract it. 

Doctors backed down and have ignored the 
Judge’s order. The excuse by the doctors: the 
removal would require the suspect to undergo 
surgery. 

These doctors are confused who the real 
victim is. Not the outlaw with the mark of Cain, 
but the valiant survivor who took on his would- 
be assassin. 

In direct defiance of a judge’s order, citing 
the criminal’s alleged right to deny treatment, 
these doctors have thumbed their noses, like 
insolent children, at our Nation’s criminal jus-
tice system. 

Madam Speaker, this ought not to be. Jus-
tice must be served . . . the bullet must tell its 
story. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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RECOGNIZING BRANDON HOCH-
STEDLER FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Brandon Hochstedler, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 98, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Brandon has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Brandon has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brandon Hochstedler for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. I am 
honored to represent Brandon in the United 
States House of Representatives. 

f 

THE LIFE OF DR. MARY T. 
CHRISTIAN 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the contributions of a 
citizen of the City of Hampton, who has dedi-
cated her life to making her city and the Com-
monwealth of Virginia a better place to live 
and learn. I would like to pay tribute to the 
contributions of retired Delegate Dr. Mary T. 
Christian. 

In 1955, Dr. Christian graduated with high-
est honors from Hampton Institute, now 
Hampton University, with a B.S. in Elementary 
Education. From there she received a Mas-
ter’s Degree from Columbia University in 
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