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the poverty level. Most are teenage
workers: 52 percent under 25; 40 percent
have never had a job before. It is an
entry level job.

If the Democrat Party truly wanted
to take on poverty, they would have to
say, what is the relationship between
marriage and the poverty level, and be-
tween hours worked and the poverty
level. Because the truth of the matter
is if people in poverty, if many of them
would marry and many of them would
work 40 hours a week, they would be
out of poverty. It is not anything I
claim to have the franchise on, the
knowledge of, all of the information
on, but it is an economic fact. I hope
that we can have committee hearings
on that and discuss that, because if we
want to attack poverty, that is where
we need to go.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 12 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CORRINE BROWN).

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I have waited a long time
for this day. This is a great day. It is a
day that the American people have
been waiting for a very long time.

Helping the poor is a theme that is
stressed throughout the Bible, but it is
our responsibility as Members of Con-
gress to help raise the standard.

I am so pleased today that we are
going to have an opportunity to have a
clean vote on raising the minimum
wage for the first time in 10 years.

You know, the sad thing is that a
CEO before 12:00 earns more money
than a person on minimum wage will
earn all year long. In talking to some
of the CEOs about it, they mention,
maybe we are trying to help students
or part-time workers. The truth of the
fact is, we are raising the minimum
wage. We are providing an additional
$4,400 per year for a struggling family
to make ends meet and keep up with
the rising cost of living.

This bill is not about students and
part-time workers. No, it is about the
nearly 13 million full-time workers,
many with families to care for, who
earn the minimum wage. In my State
of Florida, the increase would directly
benefit over 200,000 workers and have a
positive effect on over a half million
people.

Today is a great day for America and
for the American worker. I urge my
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’ on this bill. I
hope the Senate passes this version as
soon as possible so that we can provide
immediate relief to our Nation’s work-
ers.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN)
who has been a long-time advocate of
the increase in the minimum wage,
both in this Congress and before he
came to this Congress.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, it has been said, but it bears repeat-
ing, that a person working full time,
full time at $5.15 an hour, will make
$10,700 per year. If that person happens
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to have a child, that person is living
below the poverty line of $13,461.

No one in this, the richest country in
the world, should work full time and
live below the poverty line. In this
country, we want people to work their
way out of poverty. What better way to
have them do this than have a min-
imum wage that gives people a job and
money that takes them above the pov-
erty line.
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Mr. Speaker, it is sinful for us to con-
tinue this debate without adding that
in this country one out of every 110
persons is a millionaire. People don’t
want welfare. People want self-care.
We want to give people the means by
which they can say farewell to welfare.
Raising the minimum wage will do
this.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to begin by
thanking the staff of the Education
and Labor Committee, Jody Calemine
and Michele Varnhagen, for all of their
work on this legislation. They have
diligently worked for years to get this
day to come before the House of Rep-
resentatives, and I know they have the
appreciation of all of the members of
our committee.

I also want to thank our newer staff
members, Megan O’Reilly, Brian Ken-
nedy and Michael Gaffin, for their good
work today and all of their efforts on
behalf of this legislation, preparing it
for the floor.

I also want to thank my colleagues
on this side of the aisle who argued on
behalf of this bill to increase the min-
imum wage, and I want to thank my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
who said that they were going to sup-
port this measure. They may not fully
agree with it, but they said they would
support it.

And I want to thank the cosponsors
of this legislation, including I believe
seven Republicans who were original
cosponsors of this legislation and over
193 Democrats on this side of the aisle.

I was especially taken with the re-
marks of my colleagues on this side of
the aisle who understand that this de-
bate is about more than dollars and
cents per hour. This is about the values
of this Nation. It is about the value we
place on work. It is about the state-
ment that we make to people who go to
work every day and work terribly hard
in very difficult jobs that most people
in this country would prefer not to
have. But they go to work every day to
do that, to provide for themselves, to
provide for their children or to provide
for their families.

When you talk to minimum wage
workers, whether they are providing
for themselves or themselves and a
child or a child and a spouse, it is
tough. It is tough. As the gentleman
said on the front page of The Wash-
ington Post today, ‘“When I get all
done, I have nothing left for me,” be-
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cause he is also taking care of his par-
ents as he is earning the minimum
wage.

So this is a big day. This is a big day
because this is the first time in 10
years that the Congress signals that in
fact we are going to raise the minimum
wage.

It is what our leader, Speaker
PELOSI, said she wanted to do in this
first 100 hours. In this first 100 hours
she wanted to address urgent parts of
the national agenda that are of deep
concern to the American people. And
to over 80 percent of the American peo-
ple in this country, they understand
that the increase in the Federal min-
imum wage is a matter of morality, it
is a matter of their values, it is a mat-
ter of the reflection of our Nation.
They understand that these people,
minimum wage workers in this coun-
try, have been working at a wage that
is 10 years old. Ten years old. And they
understand the unfairness of that, and
they understand the difficulty of that.

That is why we brought this bill as a
clean bill, because we wanted to high-
light and to speak to the Nation about
this group of workers who are toiling
in spite of the fact that in 28 States
they have raised the minimum wage at
or above the levels we are talking
about. In spite of that fact there are
still some 13 million people who are di-
rectly impacted by the actions we take
here today and the actions we take
later on to send this bill to the Presi-
dent of the United States.

There are 13 million people whose
economic viability is dependent upon
this bill to increase the minimum
wage. That is why we have to do this,
and that is why I am so terribly proud
of the Members who stood up today and
argued for this increase in the min-
imum wage.

Mr. Speaker, I will reserve 5 minutes
of my time, yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCKEON)
so he may have a similar amount of
time, and yield back the balance of my
time over the 5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 508 of House Resolution
6, further proceedings on the bill will
be postponed.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HASTINGS of Florida) at 3
o’clock and 51 minutes p.m.
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