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the hearts of many. | extend my sympathies to

his family and friends, and may this young

man be an inspiration to us all.
———

RECOGNIZING CENTENARIAN VERA
WENTWORTH OF HERNANDO
COUNTY, FLORIDA

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 12, 2007

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida.
Madam Speaker, | rise today to honor Vera
Wentworth of Hernando County, FL. Vera has
done something that all of us strive to do, but
that very few of us will ever accomplish, cele-
brate her 100th birthday. Born December 19,
1906 in Hartland, ME, Vera received her de-
gree in the 1920s from a college in Farm-
ington, ME. One of the early teachers who
worked in a one-room schoolhouse, Vera kept
a pot-belly stove filled with wood to keep the
children warm. As a testament to the hardi-
ness of Maine residents, Vera taught at dif-
ferent schools throughout Maine for 49 years.
Her fondest childhood memory was the day
her father bought her a new car while she was
in college.

Married to Neal Felker in the early 1920s,
Vera was blessed with three children, two
boys and one girl. While her husband sadly
passed away in the late 1940s, Vera remar-
ried Harold Wentworth in 1954. She also
raised Harold’s 2-year old son, and she now
has a combination of seven grandchildren and
seven great-grandchildren.

Vera gets the most pleasure these days
from being with her family. Although she lived
alone surviving cold winters in Maine till she
was 97 years old, she moved to Hernando
County in 2002 to be closer to her daughter
and her son-in-law. Vera’s daughter says the
proudest moments in her mother’s life was the
ability to teach for 49 years, and that she
would have taught longer if they didn’t require
her to retire.

Vera’s advice to young people today is, “go
to church, respect your parents and get an
education.” Madam Speaker, | ask that you
join me in honoring Vera Wentworth for reach-
ing her 100th birthday. | hope we all have the
good fortune to live as long as her.

———
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Ms. SUTTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to the Barberton Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day of Service. The City of Bar-
berton located in beautiful Summit County,
Ohio has played host to this meaningful event.
Dr. King’s ideals of freedom, justice and op-
portunity need to be celebrated now more
than ever.

Barberton originally started out as a collec-
tive of small farms owned by various individ-
uals. In January of 1890, the Barberton Land
Development Company purchased 600 acres
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of land that would eventually become Bar-
berton. Over the next 2 years, William A.
Johnson plotted and surveyed the land leaving
an indelible mark on the city. In this short
time, the population of Barberton grew at such
leaps and bounds that a reporter from the
Beacon Journal remarked that the city had
grown by “magic.” This moniker stuck and to
this day, the city is nicknamed “Magic City.”
The population boom of Barberton exemplifies
Dr. King’s dream of opportunity.

All Americans know of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s stature as a national hero. From his
celebrated “Letter from Birmingham Jail” to
his organization of the Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott, Dr. King demonstrated that eloquent
words followed with significant action could af-
fect social change without resorting to vio-
lence. His “| Have a Dream” speech movingly
spelled out his dream of racial equality and
propelled the issue to the forefront of national
consciousness.

In closing, | commend the City of Barberton
and all the organizations that have spent
countless hours organizing this celebration
honoring Dr. King’'s birthday. Dr. King’s dedi-
cation to racial, social and economic justice is
a model that the world should emulate now
more than ever.

————
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Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, let me be clear:
| fully support stem cell research and its po-
tential to solve many of the world’s most com-
plex medical mysteries.

Many scientists have concluded that certain
types of stem cells, called pluripotent stem
cells, may one day be used to develop treat-
ments for debilitating diseases.

Some of these types include cells derived
from adult stem cells, umbilical cord blood,
amniotic fluid and finally, human embryos.

Federal funding of embryonic stem cell re-
search began in 2001 when President Bush
announced a policy that allowed researchers
to destroy and conduct research on stem cell
lines that had come from human embryos al-
ready destroyed prior to August 9, 2001.

This policy did not encourage or offer incen-
tives from the government to destroy human
life for research.

Yet the newly elected Democratic majority
chose to bring a bill to the House floor today
that forces taxpayers to encourage and fund
the destruction of human life for embryonic
stem cell research.

This legislation also has no protections to
ensure human embryos can not be cloned by
researchers who receive this funding and ac-
cess to destroyed human embryos.

It is disheartening that the Democratic lead-
ership wants to force all taxpayers to fund the
destruction of human embryos for research,
regardless of any moral and ethical concerns
they may hold.

Stem cell research is currently legal in the
United States. In fact, nothing in any past fed-
eral legislation or policy would ban privately
funded embryonic stem cell research.
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Yet private investors are reluctant to fund
embryonic stem cell research that destroys
human life and many have chosen to look for
alternatives that offer better results.

In this world, we are measured by our treat-
ment of the most delicate and weak among
us. And in the world of science, there are lines
that must be drawn when the destruction of in-
nocent human life is at stake.

———
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, just before
the new Congress convened, many of us cele-
brated Christmas with families and friends. |
hope that every one of my colleagues, old and
new, had a very happy Christmas and holiday
season. But Christmas is another anniversary
also for the Christians of India. Since Christ-
mas 1998, 8 years now, India has been focus-
ing its persecution in large measure on Chris-
tians.

In September, the convent and school of
Loreto were violently attacked by the violent
Hindu organization the Bharatiya Janata Yuva,
a youth arm of the BJP, which is the political
arm of the RSS, a Fascist organization that
published a book on how to get minorities, in-
cluding Christians, falsely implicated in crimi-
nal cases. A BJP spokesman demanded a
high-level inquiry into the school, according to
the Tribune newspaper of Chandigarh, saying
it engaged in “irrational behavior.” As | noted
at the time of the attack, apparently, being a
Catholic is irrational behavior and “unscientific
activity” in the world of Hindu militants.

Over 300,000 Christians in Nagaland have
been murdered in India. Nuns have been
raped, priests have been murdered, Christian
schools and prayer halls have been attacked.
Laws have been passed requiring the permis-
sion of the Hindu regime before one may be
baptized. Christians have faced jail time, as
well as threats and physical violence, just for
sharing their faith.

Missionary Graham Staines was sleeping in
his jeep with his two young sons when they
were surrounded by a mob chanting “Victory
to Hannuman,” a Hindu god. The mob then
burned Staines and his sons to death. Mis-
sionary Joseph Cooper of Pennsylvania was
beaten so severely that he had to spend a
week in an Indian hospital. Then the Indian
government threw him out of the country. Po-
lice gunfire broke up a Christian religious fes-
tival on the theme “Jesus is the answer.” Is
this the secularism that India is so proud of?

It would be bad enough if Christians were
the only ones suffering. But they are not.
Sikhs, Muslims, Dalits, and others have also
felt the lash of Indian repression. The time has
come for freedom in the subcontinent. The
time has come for the persecution to end.

Madam Speaker, there is a way to help
bring freedom and secularism to the people of
south Asia. We should end all U.S. aid and
trade with India until everyone within its juris-
diction enjoys full human rights there. And
now that we have a new Congress, we should
go on record in support of freedom every-
where in South Asia. There is no better time
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