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the Commandant of Cadets Depart-
ment. 

On leave from Valley Forge during 
World War II, General Medenbach 
served as Secretary of the General staff 
of the Army Air Corps Tactical Train-
ing Command and the Air Corps Train-
ing Command and later, in North Afri-
ca, Italy, France, Germany and Austria 
as a military government planner and 
officer under Field Marshal Alexander 
and General Eisenhower. 

Following active duty, General 
Medenbach returned to Valley Forge 
and served in the Pennsylvania Na-
tional Guard. His many decorations in-
cluded the Legion of Merit, the Euro-
pean Service Ribbon with two battle 
stars, the American Defense Ribbon, 
the Meritorious Service Unit Award, 
and the Pennsylvania State Guard Re-
serve Distinguished Service Ribbon. He 
was also listed in Who’s Who in Amer-
ica. 

During his Valley Forge service, Gen-
eral Medenbach served in or assisted in 
the establishment of practically every 
department of the institution as an as-
sociate of the founder, Lieutenant Gen-
eral Milton G. Baker. He held the post 
of adjutant and chief of staff, as well as 
deputy superintendent, and served for 
more than 30 years as the commandant 
of cadets. 

He became the president on the re-
tirement of General Baker and retired 
as superintendent emeritus in 1971. 
More recently, he served the school as 
volunteer historian and archivist and 
as the vice president and secretary of 
the Chapel Foundation Board of Direc-
tors. 

During the many years of his long 
service, General Medenbach was the 
driving force in establishing the high 
standards of character, personal dis-
cipline, drill, ceremonies, and indi-
vidual fitness that have been the hall-
marks of military excellence at Valley 
Forge. 

It is with great sadness that we 
mourn his passing, and our thoughts 
and prayers go out to his family at this 
time, as we thank him for his service. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from American Samoa (Mr. 
FALEOMAVAEGA) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

THE BLUE DOG COALITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. ROSS) is 
recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, this evening, 
on behalf of the 44 member strong fis-
cally conservative Democratic Blue 
Dog coalition, I rise to spend an hour 
this evening talking with you and 
Members of this body about the Blue 
Dog Coalition’s desire to restore fiscal 
discipline and common sense to our na-
tional government. 

Over the next hour, we plan as mem-
bers of the fiscally conservative Demo-
cratic Blue Dog coalition to talk on 
this floor about the Blue Dog Coali-
tion’s 12-point plan for budget reform. 
We plan to discuss our accountability 
measures, because we believe it is time 
to restore accountability, fiscal dis-
cipline, and common sense to our na-
tional government. 

Before I begin the formal presen-
tation this evening, and will be joined 
by other members of the Blue Dog Coa-
lition, I would like to take a moment 
to recognize Sergeant Marcus Wilson. 
Sergeant Wilson grew up in Dermott, 
Arkansas, in southeast Arkansas, in 
our congressional district back home. 

This afternoon I had the honor to go 
to Walter Reed Army Hospital where I 
was able to sit down and visit with Ser-
geant Wilson and his wife and his son 
and thank him for his service to our 
country. He is there because of injuries 
suffered in Iraq. 

Before that he served in Afghanistan. 
All of us have different ideas about 
what we should be doing with this post- 
war Iraq policy. But one of the things 
that I believe is absolutely critical and 
important is that as Members of this 
Congress, and as American citizens, 
that we remain united in support of 
our men and women in uniform. This 
evening I pay tribute to Sergeant 
Marcus Wilson of Dermott, Arkansas, 
and thank him for his service to our 
country and pray for him as he recov-
ers from injuries he suffered in Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish you could have 
been with me there this afternoon in 
conversations with Sergeant Wilson be-
cause he makes all Americans proud 
with his attitude, his attitude of perse-
verance, his attitude of service to our 
country as a soldier in the United 
States Marines. Again, I pay tribute 
and salute Sergeant Wilson. 

Mr. Speaker, on this day my brother- 
in-law leaves to go to Kyrgyzstan, 

which is the entry point for Afghani-
stan, much like Kuwait is the entry 
point for Iraq, for his second mission 
there. I hope that all of us will keep 
him and all our troops in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan and elsewhere across this 
globe in our hearts and in our prayers. 

Mr. Speaker, the underlying purpose 
of the fiscally conservative Blue Dog 
Coalition is to demand a balanced 
budget in this country. Mr. Speaker, it 
was not too long ago from 1998 through 
2001 that we had a President named 
Bill Clinton, from my native State, 
from my home State, who gave us a 
balanced budget. 

One of the ways he did that was with 
PAYGO rules in place on the floor of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
rules that the Republican leadership 
threw out after they took control of 
the House and Senate and the White 
House in 2001, the beginning of the 
107th Congress. 

What we have witnessed over the 
past 6 years has been absolutely stag-
gering, if not startling. We have seen 
the largest deficit year after year after 
year until we have accumulated the 
largest debt ever in our Nation’s his-
tory. 

As members of the fiscally conserv-
ative Democratic Blue Dog Coalition, 
we are committed through our 12-point 
plan for budget reform and through our 
accountability package to restore fis-
cal discipline to our Nation’s govern-
ment. 

As we begin this evening, today the 
U.S. national debt is 
$8,701,316,295,722.43. We ran out of room. 
For every man, woman and child in 
America, their share, your share of the 
national debt, $29,035.60, what we refer 
to as the debt tax, d-e-b-t, which is one 
tax that cannot be repealed, cannot be 
cut until we go away and get our Na-
tion’s fiscal house in order. 

If this is not startling enough, what’s 
even more alarming is the fact that our 
Nation is borrowing about $1 billion a 
day. On top of that, we are spending 
about half a billion every day paying 
interest on the debt we have already 
got before it increases by another $1 
billion a day. It is important that we 
get our fiscal house in order, that we 
return to the days of a balanced budg-
et, that we restore fiscal discipline to 
our national government, because it is 
about priorities. 

Many of America’s priorities, hon-
oring our soldiers, giving them the re-
sources they need to get the job done, 
honoring our veterans and providing 
them the services that they were prom-
ised and so desperately need, especially 
with this new generation of veterans 
coming back from Iraq and Afghani-
stan and other parts of the world, the 
priorities in education, and so many 
other areas that are going unmet, half 
a billion dollars a day is not going to 
those priorities, they are going to sim-
ply pay interest on the debt we already 
got before it increases another $1 bil-
lion just about every single day. 

We want to do something about this. 
We want to effect change. We are sick 
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and tired of all of the partisan bick-
ering that goes on in our Nation’s cap-
ital. As members of the Blue Dog Coali-
tion we don’t care whether it is a Dem-
ocrat or Republican idea. We ask our-
selves if it is a commonsense idea and 
does it make sense to the people who 
sent us here to be their voice. 

We have pushed, for 6 years we have 
asked the Republican leadership to re-
institute the PAYGO rules on the floor 
of this House, and for 6 years they 
turned a deaf ear to us. We are really 
proud that this new leadership, the 
Democratic leadership, has listened to 
the Blue Dog Coalition. In the first 24 
hours of the 110th session of Congress, 
we saw the new Democratic leadership 
on this floor institute rules that rein-
stated PAYGO, which is the first step 
in returning to a balanced budget and 
putting an end to deficit spending. 

This evening, Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to be joined by a former cochair of 
the Blue Dog coalition, a real leader 
within our group from the State of 
California (Mr. CARDOZA). At this time 
I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CARDOZA). 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Ar-
kansas for his leadership on the Blue 
Dog Coalition. I know you are talking 
tonight about the Blue Dog 12-point 
plan for fiscal responsibility. I am just 
so grateful to the gentleman from Ar-
kansas for all his work on this. 

I want to report to the House and to 
the country and to all of my colleagues 
in the Blue Dog Coalition that today in 
the Rules Committee for the first time 
we dealt with some issues. Actually, 
the PAYGO discussion came up, since 
our Speaker and the House reinstated 
PAYGO and the Democrats took over 
the Congress. In fact, today, we are 
going to be in just a few minutes hav-
ing a reportable rule that will talk 
about the reduction and the interest 
rates that Americans will be soon pay-
ing on student loans. 

In that discussion, it was ironic, be-
cause in the opening session where we 
debated the PAYGO rules, the Repub-
lican Members of Congress, or a num-
ber of them, criticized the Democrats 
saying we were not doing real PAYGO. 
Today in the Rules Committee, when 
the PAYGO rules in fact capped some 
of what we would like to do, we will 
not be able to do everything we want 
to do for student loans right out of the 
chute, but we will do a significant 
amount; but we did it under the 
PAYGO rules and we are doing what we 
can do under the PAYGO rules. 

There was criticism that we weren’t 
doing enough, that we should have 
done more, and we really didn’t need to 
pay for it. We live by the spirit and the 
letter of the law of the PAYGO rules 
that we put in place on day one. In 
fact, we will have a good bill tomorrow 
that will limit the PAYGO rules. So it 
is ironic on day one they were criti-
cizing us that we were not going to do 
real PAYGO. Then we live by the spirit 
and the letter of the law and they criti-

cize us that we should have done more 
and not pay for it. 

b 2000 
So, Mr. Speaker, I just came down 

here to point out that irony; to talk 
about how effective the PAYGO rules 
are that are already being put in place 
and how I think it is a tremendous tes-
tament to the work of all the Blue 
Dogs in the coalition that we have 
made this impact on the Congress, and 
we will continue to do so. 

I yield back to my colleague from Ar-
kansas, and thank him again for his 
work. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from California for joining 
us this evening as a member of the fis-
cally conservative Blue Dog Coalition 
to talk about the need to restore com-
mon sense and fiscal discipline and ac-
countability to our Nation’s govern-
ment. 

On the accountability front, Mr. 
Speaker, under the United States Con-
stitution Congress has an obligation to 
provide Congressional oversight of the 
executive branch. Congressional over-
sight prevents waste and fraud, it en-
sures executive compliance with the 
law and evaluates executive perform-
ance. 

What we saw, Mr. Speaker, for the 
last 6 years is a Congress that failed to 
uphold its constitutional duty to pro-
vide oversight of the administration. 
Rather, what we saw was a Congress 
that provided a rubber stamp. 

The 110th Congress will be different. 
We will uphold the Constitution of the 
United States of America and we will 
provide oversight of the executive 
branch, as the founders of this country 
wrote into our Constitution. The rea-
son we are doing that is because when 
Congress does not do that, it abandons 
its responsibility by failing to conduct 
meaningful investigations of allega-
tions of serious waste, fraud, abuse and 
mismanagement of taxpayer dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for this Con-
gress to hold this administration and 
the Pentagon accountable for how your 
tax money is being spent in Iraq. Let 
me be clear about it: As long as we 
have soldiers in harm’s way, we will 
support our men and women in uni-
form. As I mentioned earlier, my 
brother-in-law is in the U.S. Air Force, 
and today is headed from Fairchild Air 
Force Base in Spokane, Washington, to 
Kurdistan, where he will be serving for 
the next few months, if not the first 
year. My first cousin is in the U.S. 
Army. His wife gave birth to their first 
child while he was in Iraq. 

This war has impacted all of us 
across this country in one way or an-
other. I have had 3,000 National Guard 
soldiers, brave soldiers from Arkansas, 
spend more than a year in Iraq. I e- 
mailed today with a soldier from my 
district in Iraq. Make no mistake 
about it, as long as we have men and 
women in uniform in harm’s way, we 
will support them and ensure that they 
receive the resources they need to get 
the job done. 

But that should never be confused 
with holding the administration, the 
Pentagon and the Department of De-
fense, accountable for how this money 
is being spent. We are sending some $9 
billion a month, with a B, of your tax 
money to Iraq. The last report I got, it 
was some $57 million a day to Afghani-
stan. It is time that this Congress held 
this administration and the Depart-
ment of Defense accountable for how it 
is spending your tax money in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and other parts of the world. 

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, it is time 
that we hold this new Iraqi government 
accountable. They must be accountable 
for their actions. If we are going to put 
soldiers in harm’s way, if we are going 
to have soldiers dying and becoming in-
jured and returning home without 
arms and legs and with other injuries 
that forever change their life, it is time 
we hold this new Iraqi government ac-
countable for what they are doing or 
not doing in Iraq. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, it is important, 
it is absolutely critical, that we stop 
this nonsense of passing supplemental 
after supplemental in funding for the 
Iraq war when we know that this is a 
long-term deal. It is time for the Presi-
dent to quit playing games with the 
American people, to stop this nonsense 
of passing supplements. It is my under-
standing he is going to ask for billions 
more in a supplemental just days, if 
not weeks, before the budget comes out 
for fiscal year 2008. It is time to make 
the cost of Iraq and Afghanistan clear 
to the American people, provide a level 
of transparency, and include it in the 
budget. 

This is what we are talking about 
when we are talking about restoring 
accountability to our national govern-
ment. Once we demand accountability 
we will see these deficits begin to dis-
appear. 

When I was a small child growing up, 
I always heard it was the Democrats 
that tax and spend, and yet I come to 
Congress and we have got for 6 years a 
Congress that is controlled by Repub-
licans in the House, the Senate and the 
White House, a country controlled by 
the Republicans, and what do they give 
us? They gave us the largest deficit 
ever in our Nation’s history, year after 
year after year, in fact, the largest def-
icit ever. $413 billion in hot checks oc-
curred in 2004; in 2003, it was $378 bil-
lion in hot checks; in 2005, $318 billion; 
in 2006, $296 billion in hot checks. 

It is time to restore fiscal discipline 
to our Nation’s government. It is time 
for this government to have a balanced 
budget once again, because where is 
this money coming from? It is not only 
coming from taxpayers, but we are 
spending more than we are taking in. 
It is coming from foreign central banks 
and foreign investors. In fact, this ad-
ministration has borrowed more money 
in 6 years from foreigners than the pre-
vious 42 Presidents combined. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be 
joined this evening for this discussion 
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by the cochair of the fiscally conserv-
ative Democratic Blue Dog Coalition, 
the gentleman from Florida, Mr. BOYD. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank my friend Mr. ROSS 
from Arkansas for leading this discus-
sion. 

Mr. Speaker, for 10 years now I have 
been in the Congress, and for all of 
those years, and specifically the last 6 
years, the Blue Dogs have been taking 
to this very floor almost on a weekly 
basis to discuss this issue of deficit 
spending. For those last 6 years, the 
Blue Dogs, as Democrats, have been in 
the minority party and able to do little 
about the deficit spending in terms of 
the final legislation that was passed. 
But things have changed now, Mr. 
Speaker, and I am not sure that the 
country realizes how tough this job is 
going to be. 

We have created a horrible fiscal 
mess over the last 6 years, which has 
been described by my friend from Ar-
kansas, Mr. ROSS, with the deficit 
spending. Many of the decisions that 
have been made on this House floor and 
in the Senate in the last 6 years it 
seems like were without regard to the 
long-term economic health of the coun-
try and deficit spending. 

So I think the task before us is a 
task that is going to be very, very dif-
ficult, and it is going to affect all as-
pects of what we do here in the next 
few months as we begin to try to de-
velop a budget and then a spending 
plan, an appropriations plan, for how 
this country will organize itself and 
perform the functions that should be 
performed as a government. 

We know what those are: National se-
curity, transportation, education, envi-
ronmental protection. We have a farm 
bill coming up that has to be reauthor-
ized this coming year. All of those 
items are going to run right head on 
into the red ink that has been dis-
played here and talked about by Mr. 
ROSS. 

There are going to have to be some 
very, very tough decisions made. It is 
not going to be easy. There is going to 
be a lot of sacrifice on the part of the 
American people, just like we did in 
the nineties when we found ourselves 
in a similar situation. So, I just want 
to tell the American people, viewers, 
our listeners tonight, that it is going 
to be tough and it is not going to be 
easy. 

The first thing we need to do, obvi-
ously, as Mr. ROSS talked about, is 
make sure that the dollars that we 
take from the American people to fund 
the programs that we need are spent 
wisely and they are accounted for and 
they are not wasted. He has talked a 
lot about that, particularly in terms of 
the Iraq war situation. 

We have to put in place account-
ability standards. But we also have to 
put in place some tools that we can use 
to get us into balance in the long run. 
It is not going to be easy. Many of the 
things that we want to do, that we are 
interested in, such as the farm bill, 

such as education spending, such as en-
vironmental protection, that we have 
neglected over the last 3 to 4 years and 
that we need to deal with are going to 
run directly into conflict with these 
issues. 

So I think it behooves us to remind 
the American people that it is going to 
be a tough, tough task, but it is one 
that in terms of the long-term health 
of this country is extremely critical. It 
is critical that we don’t spend more 
than we take in. 

I remember when I first came here I 
attended a press conference with some 
folks who were advocating a balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitu-
tion. A Member of this House showed 
up who I wouldn’t have expected would 
have been at such a press conference, 
because he was what we might consider 
a little bit on the left side of the polit-
ical spectrum. When I asked him later 
on why he was there, he said, ‘‘Listen, 
Allen; unless we get our spending, our 
deficit spending under control, we 
don’t have money to spend on the pri-
orities that I want to spend them on, 
education, environmental protection, 
health care and those issues that make 
America such a great country.’’ 

So I think that is important to re-
member and remind our listeners that 
we are spending a huge percentage, 
maybe in excess of 15 percent, of every 
dollar, every tax dollar that we take 
in, on interest to service the Federal 
debt that we are carrying, a debt that 
is approaching, as we have been shown 
here tonight, $9 trillion. We have to get 
that number under control. We have to 
stop the increase in that number. 

That is the first step, stop digging, 
stop making that number bigger. Let’s 
figure out how to balance an annual 
budget. We know we can’t do that in 
one or two years. It may take a 5-year 
plan, a 3-year plan or maybe even a 7- 
year plan. If we get our heads together 
and work across the aisle in a bipar-
tisan way, and we have a divided gov-
ernment now, we can do that. We can 
work together, just like we did in 1997 
when we stopped the bleeding, so-to- 
speak. 

So, I am here to support my friend 
from Arkansas, Mr. ROSS, in his lead-
ing of this discussion, and thank him 
for his leadership on this issue, and re-
mind my constituents back home and 
the American people that this is not 
going to be easy. This is going to come 
in conflict with many of the things 
that we feel like we need to do as a 
country. But it is critically important 
for the long-term economic health of 
this country that we do stop this def-
icit spending, and I am proud to be a 
part of the Blue Dog Coalition, which 
has advocated this for so long. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Florida, a real leader 
in the fiscally conservative movement, 
cochair for administration in the Blue 
Dog Coalition, for his insight this 
evening. 

Mr. Speaker, if you have any com-
ments, questions or concerns for us, 

you can e-mail us at 
bluedog@mail.house.gov. That is 
bluedog@mail.house.gov. 

Mr. Speaker, we are often asked how 
we got the name Blue Dog Coalition if 
we are just simply a group of fiscally 
conservative to moderate Democrats. 
Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, ironically, 
after the Republicans took control of 
Congress in 1994, we were a group, 
which I wasn’t yet a part of, I came 
here in 2000, but the conservative-mod-
erate movement in this Congress was a 
group of Democrats that, you have 
heard the phrase ‘‘yellow dog Demo-
crat,’’ well, the Democrats to our left 
were choking us blue and the Repub-
licans to our right were choking us 
blue, and we found ourselves in the 
middle, which is where we believe 
America is and where we are trying to 
bring our country, or at least our Con-
gress as we try to restore fiscal dis-
cipline to our national government. 

But on this accountability measure, 
if you think with me, Mr. Speaker, no 
business in our country could succeed 
financially if it failed to fully report to 
its shareholders on how it is spending 
its money. However, that is exactly 
how our Federal Government has been 
operating for the past 6 years. This ad-
ministration is not telling its share-
holders, the American taxpayers, how 
it spends the money coming into our 
Nation’s capital. 

In 2004, $25 billion of Federal Govern-
ment spending went absolutely unac-
counted for, according to the Treasury 
Department. 

b 2015 
The Bush administration was unable 

to determine where the money had 
gone, how it was spent or what the 
American people got for their tax 
money. Even worse, the Republican- 
controlled Congress at the time failed 
to hold the executive branch account-
able for this omission. Again, a rubber- 
stamp Congress year after year. The 
107th Congress, a rubber-stamp Con-
gress; the 108th Congress, a rubber- 
stamp Congress; the 109th Congress, a 
rubber-stamp Congress; the 110th Con-
gress, no more rubber-stamp Congress. 

You are going to see a Congress that 
upholds its constitutional duty given 
to it in the Constitution of the United 
States of America to provide oversight. 
That does not mean go on witch hunts. 
It means do our job that we have been 
elected to do in providing oversight 
and accountability on how the Amer-
ican people’s tax money is spent. 

In fact, in 2005, the General Account-
ability Office reported that 18 of 24 
major Federal agencies had such bad fi-
nancial systems that they do not even 
know the true cost of running some of 
their programs. Yet the Republican- 
controlled Congress at the time did not 
force these agencies to fully account 
for how money was being spent before 
doling out billions more of your tax 
money, Mr. Speaker, to the same pro-
grams. 

Clearly, Congress year after year has 
failed to ask the serious questions 
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about the Bush administration’s fiscal 
irresponsibility and record-high defi-
cits 4 years in a row and have now 
pushed the Federal debt to nearly $9 
trillion. 

The time has come to hold this ad-
ministration accountable for its reck-
less behavior here at home, as well as 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other parts of 
the world. You are going to see this 
110th Congress do that under the lead-
ership of the fiscally conservative 
Democratic Blue Dog Coalition. 

I believe Congress must act now to 
renew its constitutional responsibility 
to serve as a check and balance for 
overspending, waste, fraud and finan-
cial abuse within the executive branch. 
Wasteful government spending has 
forced the national debt to its current 
record level; and future generations, 
our children and grandchildren, have to 
pay that bill. Future generations will 
have to pay back with interest the 
money the Federal Government is bor-
rowing from other countries due to this 
administration’s fiscal recklessness. 

The time has come to restore com-
monsense and fiscal discipline to our 
Nation’s government. As members of 
the Blue Dog Coalition, we have a plan 
to restore accountability to our gov-
ernment and we have a 12-point plan 
for budget reform. 

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
a new Blue Puppy, if you will, a new 
member of the Blue Dog Coalition from 
Ohio (Mr. WILSON). 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to point out some of the issues 
why I believe I was elected by the peo-
ple in Ohio to come to Congress to help 
with the deficit spending and the prob-
lems that we have. 

How we have gone from a surplus in 
6 years to a record deficit under this 
administration, I believe that is why 
we had the turnout at the polls that we 
had this year. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the American 
people are concerned. They are worried 
about the amount of money that is 
being spent on interest, on the money 
we owe on this deficit. They are con-
cerned about the money that is being 
taken away from the education of our 
children. They are concerned about the 
money that is taken away from the 
health care of our families because of 
the interest that is paid on this debt. 

It is just irresponsible; and at this 
point, Mr. Speaker, every man, woman, 
and child in this country owes $29,000 
in this deficit budget that we have, or 
lack of budget that we have. 

There has to be a change, and I truly 
believe that is what the people in 
America said all across America when 
they changed the face of Congress. It is 
now that we need to be responsible for 
what is going on. 

I believe that by being a member of 
the Blue Dogs that I have the honor of 
being one of the frontrunners in asking 
for fiscal responsibility and demanding 
that we know what we are buying be-
fore we go forward and we know what 
we are paying for and that we use 

PAYGO in such a way that we do not 
start buying new things until we figure 
out how we are going to pay for them. 

I believe that is one of the pledges 
that I and many of the new Congress-
men that have come to this body made 
to the people that we dealt with on the 
campaign trail on a regular basis. We 
are concerned about what is going on. 

It concerns me, Mr. Speaker, that 
people in this administration have said 
there is nothing to be concerned about 
with the deficit, that what has been 
spent, it will take care of itself. I be-
lieve that all of us know that that is 
not really how it works. 

I know myself, as a small business-
man, I have to be concerned that my 
spending does not overcome my in-
come, and I realize the government has 
to live within those same means. We 
have to be sure that what we are doing 
is the right thing for the people in 
America, and even though it has been 
reckless and we find ourselves in a dif-
ficult situation, it starts with this 
110th Congress, that we move forward 
to try to do responsible things for the 
people in America. 

I believe that starts with thinking 
about what money could be directed to 
the education of our children. I cannot 
stress enough the fact of the money 
that is being taken away from pro-
grams that will improve people’s lives 
in America because of the debt we 
have. For that reason, we feel that fis-
cal responsibility is a major thrust of 
this 110th Congress, and we believe 
that the Blue Dog Coalition is one of 
the leaders in what is going to happen 
in the future. 

This is the difference, Mr. Speaker, 
that we make sure that new bills are 
going to fit the budget of what we 
have. We are not going to just be rad-
ical in spending money and not caring 
about what is in the future and what 
we need to do. 

I am happy, Mr. Speaker, to be part 
of this Blue Dog Coalition and to be a 
new Member of Congress to try to 
bring about fiscal responsibility, and I 
look forward to working with the other 
43 members of the Blue Dog Coalition 
to bring about this result. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from Ohio, and we welcome 
him to the fiscally conservative Blue 
Dog Coalition and appreciate his com-
mitment to restoring accountability, 
commonsense, and fiscal discipline to 
our national government. 

A lot of times when people think of 
conservative Democrats, they think of 
the South; and you will find with the 
Blue Dog Coalition that we come from 
every region of the country, Arkansas, 
Ohio, Long Island, Burbank, Florida, 
California, and everywhere in between, 
and we share a common value, and that 
is, to be responsible stewards of the tax 
money that is sent to this capital and 
to ensure that we leave this country 
just a little bit better than we found it 
for our children and grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, what brings us here this 
evening is, as this poster demonstrates, 

the national debt, $8,701,316,295,722 and 
some change. Again, you divide that 
number by every man, woman and 
child in America, everyone’s share of 
the national debt is $29,035. A lot of 
money, a number we need to pay down 
by going back to the days of a balanced 
budget, as we had in this country from 
1998 through 2001. 

Mr. Speaker, as you walk the Halls of 
Congress, it is easy to detect when you 
are walking by the office of a Blue Dog 
member because you will see this post-
er as a welcome mat by their door to 
constantly remind Members of Con-
gress and the American people of the 
national debt. This number, unfortu-
nately, not only changes daily but will 
go up some $40 million during the hour 
that we are on the floor this evening 
discussing this crisis. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
would the gentleman yield? 

Mr. ROSS. I would yield to the gen-
tleman from Florida. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
would the gentleman tell our viewers 
what that number was 6 years ago 
when the administration changed, 
when the new administration came in 
in 2001. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I guess a 
good way of putting that was the total 
national debt, not just 6 years ago, but 
the total national debt from 1789 to 
2000 was $5.67 trillion. Today, it is ap-
proaching $9 trillion; and by 2010, it is 
estimated to total more than 10 and ap-
proaching $11 trillion. Put it another 
way, it is doubling, a doubling of the 
211-year debt in the past 6 years. 

The reason the debt should matter, 
Mr. Speaker, is because interest pay-
ments on this debt are one of the fast-
est growing parts of the Federal budg-
et, which means less money for edu-
cation, less money for veterans bene-
fits, less money for health care, less 
money for roads, and on and on and on. 

So deficits do matter. Deficits reduce 
economic growth. They burden our 
children and grandchildren with liabil-
ities. They increase our reliance on for-
eign lenders who now own a sobering 40 
percent of our debt. 

I yield to the gentleman from Flor-
ida. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding, and 
that is the point. Over the last 6 years, 
we have increased that national debt 
by over $3 trillion. That is the tune of 
about a half a trillion dollars, $500 bil-
lion per year. That is after we include 
all of the surpluses that we might col-
lect in the Social Security trust fund 
or any other Federal employee retire-
ment trust fund, such as our military 
retirees. 

So we have a very serious problem 
that we have got to deal with. I mean, 
most of us who have been in business 
understand that you cannot contin-
ually deficit-spend year after year 
after year without damaging your busi-
nesses. Eventually, your banker pulls 
the plug on you. 

The gentleman made reference to the 
fact that we are borrowing this money 
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in some nontraditional places, if you 
will. The bulk of this money is coming 
from foreign countries such as China 
and Japan. The bulk of that money has 
been borrowed from those countries 
over the last several years, and we 
think that creates a long-term na-
tional security issue. 

Mr. ROSS. The gentleman makes an 
excellent point. In fact, I have a list 
here. I guess it is like David 
Letterman’s top 10 list. It is the top 10 
current lenders. These are the coun-
tries that the United States of America 
are borrowing money from, and for the 
past 6 years, we have literally gone out 
and borrowed money from foreign cen-
tral banks, foreign investors to give 
folks in this country earning over 
$400,000 a year a tax cut and leaving 
our children and grandchildren to foot 
the bill to pay back these foreigners, if 
you will. 

But the top 10 current lenders are 
Japan, $640 billion; China, $321.4 bil-
lion; United Kingdom, $179.5 billion; 
OPEC, imagine that one, $98 billion. 
The United States of America has bor-
rowed from OPEC to run our govern-
ment. It is time we learned to live 
within our means again. Korea, $72.4 
billion; Taiwan, $68.9 billion; Caribbean 
banking centers, $61.7 billion; Hong 
Kong, $46.6 billion; Germany, $46.5 bil-
lion. And are you ready for this? Mex-
ico. Mexico, our Nation has borrowed 
$40.1 billion from Mexico to fund this 
reckless spending that we have seen in 
this Chamber and in this government 
in the past 6 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I can assure you, this is 
every bit as critical to our national se-
curity as anything else we have got 
facing us today because it is a threat 
to our Nation. It is a threat to our Na-
tion for us to owe this kind of money 
to so many foreign countries and their 
central banks and their investors. 

I yield to the gentleman from Flor-
ida. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding, and 
I think the point is not lost on many of 
us that we are the greatest Nation on 
the face of the Earth. We have the 
greatest economy on the face of the 
Earth. This is a country that, with 5 
percent of the world’s population, Mr. 
Speaker, that is one out of every 20 
people that exist on the Earth live in 
the U.S., we control 25 percent of the 
world’s wealth. 

So when we have to go borrow 
money, certainly the countries that 
may have surpluses, they want to lend 
it to us, but when they see a country 
that deficit-spends year after year 
after year, and I suppose we have been 
spending in the red now for six con-
secutive years, at some point in time, 
they as lenders will begin to question 
the long-term health of our economy. 

I am not a pessimist, Mr. Speaker. I 
believe that we have the greatest eco-
nomic model in the world in this coun-
try, and I think the American people 
will make the adjustments as time 
goes on. 

b 2030 
I think the first adjustment was 

made back on November 7 in which the 
American people said we want a di-
vided government, we want a more ac-
countable government. We think the 
way we can have that is to have both 
parties working side by side in Wash-
ington with equal power. 

So the gentleman with his charts, I 
hope that the viewers will study those 
and understand them because they are 
very important charts. And if you were 
on the board of directors running a 
business whose management brought 
you a chart like this, it would be some-
what scary and you would know that 
there would have to be corrective ac-
tion taken, and taken quickly. 

Mr. ROSS. I thank the gentleman 
from Florida. As you can see, in 2000 we 
had a surplus, in 2001 we had a surplus, 
and then in 2002 you can see what hap-
pened. And the purple demonstrates 
that we have been in the red, deficit 
spending year after year after year, 
record deficit after record deficit. 

I think it is important to note that 
what we are trying to do here is set the 
stage, explain the mess we are in, and 
we are not here to simply criticize the 
Republican leadership of the past 6 
years; we are here to offer up common-
sense solutions to fix this mess. I think 
the American people want us to fix it. 

As members of the Blue Dog Coali-
tion we have tried to spend the last 
half hour framing how we have gotten 
to where we are, because a lot of people 
remember when we did have a balanced 
budget in this country. We want to get 
back to those days, and the way we be-
lieve we can do it is through the Blue 
Dog Coalition’s 12-point plan for budg-
et reform. 

Point number one is require a bal-
anced budget. Blue Dogs support a con-
stitutional amendment to require a 
balanced budget every year except in 
times of war or national emergency. 
We believe a balanced budget amend-
ment is the only way to ensure fiscal 
discipline in Congress. Forty-nine 
States require a balanced budget. Holly 
Ross requires a balanced budget. And I 
don’t believe it is asking too much and 
I believe the American people expect it 
from us to provide them a balanced 
budget with their tax money and how 
we run our government here in these 
United States of America. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. If the gen-
tleman would yield. When you said 49 
States require that, many of them con-
stitutionally, I was in the State legis-
lature in Florida and under the con-
stitution you could not deficit spend. 
And I think that is the point that my 
friend Mr. ROSS from Arkansas is mak-
ing, is that we don’t seem to have the 
will to get a balanced budget without 
putting in place a constitutional 
amendment, and that is why many of 
us have supported that. As a matter of 
fact, I know when I first came to the 
House after the 1996 election, we had 
many votes on a balanced budget 
amendment that we took, but those 
votes stopped after January 2001. 

We really need to consider a balanced 
budget amendment, and I think it is 
something that you obviously have to 
understand that if you get a national 
emergency situation you have triggers 
to override it that can be done. But all 
that can be worked out constitu-
tionally if you are willing to abide by 
fiscal responsibility. 

There are 12 points to this plan that 
the Blue Dogs have adopted and ad-
vanced to the Congress for its consider-
ation. The second item after the bal-
anced budget requirement is don’t let 
Congress buy on credit. Don’t let Con-
gress buy on credit. In other words, if 
we are going to have a new spending 
program, then you have got to find a 
place to pay for it. And the good news 
is that we have made great strides in 
the last 2 weeks since Congress recon-
vened after the election and put in 
place a PAYGO rule in the House rules 
package, and we have a promise from 
the leadership of this House of Rep-
resentatives that they will consider 
and put up for a vote a PAYGO statute. 
That would be a critical part to put-
ting us back on the road to fiscal re-
sponsibility. 

Mr. ROSS. If the gentleman would 
yield. When we talk about PAYGO 
rules, that is an acronym used on the 
floor of Congress; but to a lot of the 
folks of America they probably ask, 
what is this PAYGO business? It means 
pay-as-you-go. It was the policy that 
was in place in this Chamber when we 
saw the first balanced budget in 40 
years, and it went out the window with 
the Republican leadership of 2001 and 
we have seen record deficit after record 
deficit since then. And for 6 years we 
begged the Republican leadership to 
listen to us conservative Democrats 
and work with us to reinstitute this 
PAYGO rule, and for 6 years it fell on 
deaf ears. And I am very pleased that 
one of these 12 points for budget re-
form, in fact a couple of them, have 
now been implemented as a policy in 
the rules of this House under the new 
Democratic leadership, and I want to 
thank them for not only listening to us 
but heeding our call and doing it in the 
first 24 hours of the 110th Session of 
Congress under the Democratic leader-
ship, which demonstrates that our mes-
sage is getting out. People are identi-
fying with our message of restoring fis-
cal discipline to our national govern-
ment. 

But many folks on the Republican 
side still don’t get it, Mr. Speaker. I 
will never forget when we were down 
here debating the PAYGO rule, and 
PAYGO means pay-as-you-go; it means 
if you have got some new idea for a 
new program, you have got to show us. 
And I watched Member after Member 
on the Republican side get up and say 
that it is nothing more than a disguise 
for a tax increase, because if you are 
going to have new spending, you have 
got to have more money. They don’t 
get it. They are the party that used to 
believe in cutting spending, and now 
they think the only way to pay for a 
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program is raising taxes. Not so, Mr. 
Speaker. We are talking about paying 
for programs, paying for ideas that are 
good for the American people by cut-
ting other programs, cutting the waste 
out of government. 

People say, well, there is really waste 
in the government? Yes, sir, Mr. 
Speaker. I have got $400 million worth 
of waste sitting in a cow pasture at the 
Hope Airport in Hope, AR, in some 8,000 
brand-new, fully furnished, manufac-
tured homes that FEMA ordered for 
Hurricane Katrina victims that never 
got to those victims. They still are sit-
ting there in a hay meadow at the air-
port in Hope, AR. That is just one of 
many examples of waste. That is a $400 
million example. It is a symbol of what 
is wrong with FEMA and what is wrong 
with this administration. 

I yield to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. WILSON). 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to respond 
also to some of the things that both of 
these gentlemen have been saying, and 
that is in regard to putting a lid on the 
spending that is going on in our coun-
try today. 

In 2001 through 2003, our spending 
just soared. And from that point the 
Blue Dogs have been saying that we 
need some spending caps, we need to be 
able to evaluate what we are spending 
on various programs. 

The Blue Dogs feel that the purpose 
of holding the line on discretionary 
spending is where we need to go with 
fiscal responsibility. We feel, Mr. 
Speaker, that our budget needs to be 
held in place. And as was said earlier, 
49 of our 50 States have budgets that 
they operate by. And I can only tell 
you from the State of Ohio, that we 
had a budget, and we even had a budget 
surplus, which was a savings account 
that we could use when there was a 
special need that came up in our State. 

And that is the kind of plan I would 
like to see us do in Congress as well, is 
to not only stop the runaway spending, 
put the lids on spending, but then also 
create a mechanism where we would 
have a safety valve if a special need 
came up that we needed to be able to 
do for the people by having a type of 
savings account that we could use, and 
that would be something that I think 
would be very much in order. 

Also, if I may, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to mention about the auditing of 
the various programs that we have in 
the government. It just makes good 
sense to know how they are doing, and 
if they are not doing well we need to 
hold people responsible for that. That 
is part of the Blue Dog Coalition ap-
proach, is to how we can audit and test 
where we are doing well and where we 
are not, and certainly to limit our 
spending where we are not doing well. 
This is all part of the future and part 
of the fiscal responsibility that we need 
to be doing. 

Mr. ROSS. The gentleman from Ohio 
is exactly right. In fact, that is point 

number 4 in the Blue Dog’s 12-point 
plan for budget reform: Require agen-
cies to put their fiscal houses in order. 
Number 3 was put a lid on spending. 
Number 5: Make Congress tell tax-
payers how much they are spending. 

Mr. BOYD of Florida. I think the 
gentleman has ripped off the first four, 
and actually number 5 is have Congress 
tell taxpayers how much they are 
spending. That seems like a novel idea, 
that we would let the public know how 
much of their taxpayer dollars we are 
spending and when a bill comes to the 
floor how much it is going to cost, and 
that is a pretty simple thing to do. 
Many are the times in the years I have 
been here that a few bills have come 
sliding through the process without 
any debate and without any disclosure 
about how much they might cost, and 
Members are forced to vote up or down 
on that bill. So we think that trans-
parency is a great tool. We think that 
if the sunshine can shine on something, 
that is the greatest purifier to have 
people understand what really is going 
on. 

The sixth point of the 12-point plan 
by the Blue Dogs is one that Mr. WIL-
SON already alluded to, and that is a 
rainy day fund, a contingency fund. 
Most businesses and most homes have 
a rainy day fund set aside so if there is 
some emergency like we have in this 
country on a regular basis, hurricanes, 
floods, earthquakes, anything that is 
maybe unexpected that we might have 
to respond to as a nation, there should 
be a rainy day fund there to draw from. 
So that concludes the first six. 

Mr. ROSS. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Florida for helping me go 
through the first 6 of our 12 points for 
budget reform that we believe can go a 
long way toward cleaning up this mess 
here in Washington. And next week, 
Mr. Speaker, we will be going through 
the other six points for budget reform. 
And the gentleman is right, a rainy 
day fund makes so much sense. No 
more of these supplementals, which is 
another word for skirting the budget 
and skirting the normal appropriations 
process. We are kidding ourselves if we 
don’t believe there is going to be some 
kind of disaster or need for a rainy day 
fund in America every year. These are 
6 of the 12 points that we believe can 
lay a foundation to return to the days 
of a balanced budget to restore fiscal 
discipline and accountability to our 
government. 

A lot of people, Mr. Speaker, want to 
know, what is this Blue Dog Coalition? 
We are 44 members strong. But what 
exactly is the Blue Dog Coalition and 
what exactly do they stand for? And 
Mr. Speaker, if you have got any com-
ments or concerns for us, you can e- 
mail us at BlueDog@mail.house.gov. 

I am pleased to be joined this evening 
by a real leader of the Blue Dog Coali-
tion from the State of Tennessee, Mr. 
LINCOLN DAVIS, who in these closing 
few minutes is going to tell us exactly 
what the Blue Dog Coalition is all 
about and what we as fiscally conserv-
ative Democrats stand for. 

I yield to the gentleman from Ten-
nessee. 

Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. 
When we talk about different coali-
tions, obviously there are many in this 
particular Congress, probably some 
several hundred different caucuses that 
deal with health care, deal with many 
different issues. But the one caucus in 
this House that deals with fiscal re-
sponsibility and a strong national de-
fense basically is the Blue Dog Coali-
tion. And when the Blue Dogs were es-
tablished, here is basically what they 
said: 

We are dedicated to the financial sta-
bility and national security of the 
country, notwithstanding partisan po-
litical positions and personal fortunes 
and do hereby agree to organize a Coa-
lition to serve the interests of our 
country; 

That government has an important 
and constructive role to play in defin-
ing an equal opportunity society built 
upon principles of individual rights and 
freedom and dedicated to creating con-
ditions that serve the general welfare 
and prosperity of the people; 

That the people have entrusted the 
representatives of our country to tran-
scend politics, personal careers and for-
tunes in order to pursue the common 
good; 

That a government too large and in-
trusive stands in the way of an oppor-
tunity society; 

That government must live within 
its allotted resources; 

That the burden of the American tax-
payer should be reduced whenever pos-
sible; 

That government agencies are cre-
ated to serve rather than to restrict, 
regulate, and punish the American peo-
ple; 

That government should encourage 
work over idleness, personal independ-
ence over government dependence, and 
a free market which is not controlled, 
dominated, and excessively regulated 
by the government; 

b 2045 

That the American Tax Code should 
be simply structured and designed to 
create incentives for income earning, 
saving, and investments in jobs and in 
expanding opportunities; 

That personal responsibility is essen-
tial to the preservation of freedom and 
that government must strictly hold ac-
countable those who are victims of 
criminal and irresponsible behavior; 

That government should be a force 
that affirms traditional American val-
ues and stands against the forces that 
threaten them; 

That government should always be 
aware that it is a creature of the Amer-
ican public, that it answers to the pub-
lic for its failures and successes and 
should never be so arrogant as to use 
its powers to diminish personal rights 
and freedoms guaranteed in the Con-
stitution. 

Sounds pretty ambitious, doesn’t it? 
But in fact we hear those who serve in 
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this House Chamber. We hear those of 
different party persuasions talk about 
these particular ideas and how they 
have enacted those. 

Let’s talk about fiscal responsibility. 
I went back and did a little research. In 
the early 1990s, government was taking 
about 22.1 percent of gross domestic 
product in 1992 of the American work-
er’s paycheck, of business paycheck. 
That is 22 percent-plus. For the next 8 
years under the Clinton administra-
tion, we saw government reduce itself, 
or be reduced not by itself, let me cor-
rect that quickly. I have never seen 
government reduce itself, but we saw 
those in government, Democrats and 
Republicans, working together to re-
duce the spending in government to 
18.5 percent of gross domestic product 
as of the 2001 budget area, in that 8- 
year period of time. 

It has now climbed back up to where 
it is 20.8 percent, and that is gross do-
mestic product. There has been more 
increase in spending in the last 6 years 
in the budgets of the United States 
than in any time in history other than 
the Great Society years of the Johnson 
administration. 

The principles I just read are 
ashamed of that, and those of us who 
serve here who are Blue Dogs are 
ashamed to say that the code that we 
have established for those of us who 
serve as Members of Congress of the 
Blue Dog Coalition are ashamed of 
what has happened in the last 5 to 6 
years. Deficits have skyrocketed. We 
have gone from $5.8 trillion in national 
debt to where it is a little over $8 tril-
lion of national debt. 

A lot of that has been because the 12 
principles that we have and hopefully 
will be putting in place in this U.S. 
Congress in the next 2 years, had they 
been implemented and been in place, 
we would not have seen this outlandish 
spending, nor would we have seen the 
American taxpayer be obligated to the 
debt they have. 

My chief of staff just had a newborn 
baby who he says cries a lot. I said, 
Beecher, have you explained to him, 
little Willis, that he just inherited 
$29,035? That debt is going to be his to 
pay. 

Mr. ROSS. I thank the gentleman 
from Tennessee for joining us for this 
Special Order as we talk about the fis-
cally conservative Blue Dog Coalition’s 
12-point plan for meaningful budget re-
form, what we believe can lay a founda-
tion to return us to the days of a bal-
anced budget, to put an end to this 
reckless spending, to put an end to this 
deficit spending, and as we discuss our 
plan for accountability. 

We are here to offer up commonsense 
solutions to many of the challenges 
facing this country today, Mr. Speaker. 
As I conclude, I would just remind you 
that the national debt as of today is 
$8,701,316,295,722. And that debt during 
the past hour while we have been on 
the floor of this House has gone up by 
an estimated $40 million. It is time to 
restore fiscal discipline to our national 
government. 

TAX INCREASES PROJECTED 
UNDER DEMOCRATS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. WIL-
SON of Ohio). The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to talk about and make the 
American people aware that we have 
1,446 days counting down to the tax in-
crease to the American people which 
will occur on January 1, 2011, if the new 
majority, the Democrats in Congress, 
don’t act to extend the tax cuts that 
the Republicans put in place in 2001 
and 2003. 

So in 1,446 days, we will see that tax 
increase. The Democrats don’t have to 
act, all they have to do is run out the 
clock. Run out the clock, and we will 
see a $200 billion tax increase. It will be 
money taken out of American people’s 
pockets between now and January 1, 
2011, if they don’t act. 

Those tax cuts as I said were enacted 
in 2001 and 2003. And what we have seen 
is an expansion in our economy, a 
great expansion that continues to this 
day that has created over the last 4 
years 7.2 million jobs. Just in the 
month of December, 167,000 jobs were 
created in this country. The unemploy-
ment rate is down to 4.6 percent. It is 
the lowest average we have seen in 4 
decades, and that is directly attrib-
utable to the tax cuts that we passed in 
this Congress in 2001 and 2003. 

Again, if we don’t extend them, 
which I believe is the responsible thing 
to do so we see this economy continue 
to grow, we are going to take money 
right out of the pockets of the Amer-
ican taxpayers. 

Mr. Speaker, we will be debating to-
morrow a tax increase. It has not 
taken longer than 20 days for the new 
Democratic majority to increase taxes. 
There will be a great debate here, and 
there are many in this country who 
think we should increase taxes on our 
oil companies. But it is the reduction 
in the tax on our oil companies that 
has allowed them to go out and look 
for new oil reserves to decrease our de-
pendency. Yet the Democrats are, as I 
said, in less than 20 days, are going to 
put a bill on the floor that is going to 
increase taxes already on a segment of 
our economy. We will talk more about 
that later this evening. 

If we don’t extend those tax cuts that 
we put in place in 2001 and 2003, you are 
going to take money right out of the 
American taxpayers’ pocket, anywhere 
from $2,000 to $4,000, right in that mid-
dle income of America. That is money 
that they can save to put away for 
their children’s college. They can save 
to put a downpayment on a car, or buy 
a new washer and dryer. But the most 
important thing is if we take that 
money out of the American taxpayers’ 
pockets, it will be some bureaucrat de-
ciding how to spend that money, and 
not an American family. 

We removed 10.6 million low-income 
Americans from paying taxes in this 
country all together. We need to make 

sure that those people stay in that po-
sition, that they are not paying taxes 
when they are low income. We lowered 
the tax rates on small businesses and 
employers, the critical employers in 
our Nation that create the jobs. 

I hope that those on the other side of 
the aisle, the Democrats, will take a 
lesson from history from one of their 
own. Jack Kennedy, President Kennedy 
decreased taxes in the 1960s. What hap-
pened, there was increased revenue to 
the Federal Government. President 
Kennedy in the 1960s did the right 
thing. As I said, the revenues to the 
United States Government increased. 

Ronald Reagan did that in the 1980s, 
and revenue increased to the Federal 
Government. Once again, history re-
peats itself. In 2001 and 2003, we cut 
taxes and what has happened is the lev-
els of revenue the government has re-
ceived are at greater levels than ever 
before in our history. That is what hap-
pens when you cut taxes. 

By raising taxes, all we will do is sti-
fle economic growth in this country. 
We will take money out of our small 
businesses; we will take money away 
from the American taxpayer. Once 
again, this economy will stop growing. 
It will stop creating the jobs it has cre-
ated over the last several years. 

I know I am joined here tonight by 
one of my colleagues who is a former 
small business owner and a former 
Army Ranger. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS). 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, we both had the opportunities to 
pursue the American Dream, to start 
our own businesses and create jobs. I 
look back on the last time there was a 
large increase was in the administra-
tion that came in in 1993 that passed 
one of the largest tax increases in 
American history. What that meant to 
our business was less jobs, money that 
could have been reinvested and em-
ployed more people. The one thing we 
need to understand is that people know 
how to spend their money better than 
government does, to keep it in their 
local communities, to stimulate that 
local economy. And the tremendous in-
creases in taxes just went to further 
Federal spending. 

I think the thing that we have seen 
by policies that allowed people to keep 
more of their own money is we don’t 
raise taxes, we create more taxpayers. 
One of the things that is lost in much 
of the political noise that has gone on 
over the course of the last year is that 
revenues from income taxes have been 
at the highest point in American his-
tory because the most jobs have been 
created by allowing people to keep 
more of their own money. 

But in the aftermath of the last elec-
tion, what most folks don’t realize is 
that the average working-class family 
making between $30,000 and $50,000 a 
year has voted themselves a tax in-
crease of over $2,000 that will take 
place in 1,446 days unless Congress acts 
as a majority. 
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