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A TRIBUTE TO THE JESSIEVILLE 
LIONS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, it is with honor 
and great pride that I recognize and congratu-
late the Jessieville Lions of Jessieville, AR, 
whose outstanding teamwork and dedication 
on the football field earned them a Class 2A 
Arkansas State Title at War Memorial Stadium 
in Little Rock on December 8, 2006. The 
Jessieville Lions embody the spirit of team-
work, determination, and all that defines a 
champion. 

As a parent, I value the important lessons 
that teamwork teaches our students in pursuit 
of a lifetime of success. I have long been an 
advocate of sports and extracurricular activi-
ties as they complement academic excellence, 
inspire leadership, and build character, which 
better prepare our State’s students to face the 
challenges of the 21st century. 

It is a tremendous honor to congratulate the 
Jessieville High School football program on 
winning the Class 2A Arkansas State Football 
Championship. I applaud the Jessieville Lions 
for their season. This victory is the result of 
hard work contributed by the players, stu-
dents, coaching staff, faculty and the commu-
nity. I salute all who remained focused on this 
goal and especially the players who rose to 
the occasion to become State champions. 
Congratulations Lions. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. NORWOOD. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call No. 26; on the motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to H. Res. 43, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

U.S. GOVERNMENT SHOULD PRESS 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT OF 
TURKMENISTAN TO HOLD FREE 
AND FAIR PRESIDENTIAL ELEC-
TIONS ON FEBRUARY 11, 2006 

HON. TOM FEENEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. FEENEY. Madam Speaker, the world 
has recently witnessed the deaths of two 
bloody despots: one—Saddam Hussein—was 
executed for crimes against his own people; 
the other—President Saparmurat Niyazov of 
Turkmenistan—was able to escape justice by 
dying in his sleep. 

Under President Niyazov, Turkmenistan be-
came a secretive police state modeled after 
North Korea. Declaring himself President-for- 
life, Niyazov banned all political parties except 
his own; threw his opponents in jail or drove 
them into exile; and established a state mo-
nopoly on media, exercising control over the 
editorial content. 

With the death of the dictator, one would 
hope that the people of Turkmenistan would fi-
nally wake up from their long nightmare and 
reclaim their rights, chief among them the right 
to elect their leaders in free and fair elections. 
However, the interim government has pledged 
to continue Niyazov’s policies and has brought 
into question their ability to hold truly demo-
cratic elections 

The interim government’s most competent 
opponents—the exiled community of business 
leaders and intellectuals—have effectively 
been prevented from contesting the elections, 
even though their leader Khudaiberdy Orazov, 
whom the united opposition chose as its presi-
dential candidate, would win the majority of 
the popular vote according to the most recent 
polls. As former chairman of the Central Bank 
and a renowned economist, Mr. Orazov is pre-
cisely the kind of leader whose insights are 
badly needed if Turkmenistan is to rebuild its 
crumbling infrastructure and revive its ailing 
education and healthcare systems. 

I urge my colleagues in calling for free, fair, 
and democratic elections in Turkmenistan and 
for the interim government to allow its oppo-
nents the opportunity to contest the February 
11 elections. In order to maintain our commit-
ment to democracy, both at home and abroad, 
we can do no less. 

I am including for the RECORD a copy of 
Jan. 3 Washington Post article, ‘‘New Future 
for Turkmenistan,’’ which was written by a 
well-respected pro-democracy opposition lead-
er in exile, Nurmukhammet Hanamov, whose 
two sons were assassinated in retaliation for 
his outspoken opposition to Niyazov’s regime. 
The U.S. government would do well to hear 
the heartfelt plea this courageous man makes 
in his article. 

[From The Washington Post] 
A NEW BEGINNING FOR TURKMENISTAN 

(By Nurmuhammet Hanamov) 
Last week Turkmenistan buried its brutal 

dictator, Saparmurad Niyazov. His ruthless 
reign spanned two decades, during which 
time his policies became increasingly irra-
tional and unpredictable. The long list of 
Niyazov’s crimes against our people includes: 
banning all political parties except his own 
and jailing his opponents; preventing thou-
sands of disloyal citizens from traveling 
abroad; persecuting religious and ethnic mi-
norities; outlawing opera; and shutting down 
regional hospitals, firing thousands of doc-
tors and nurses. Under Niyazov, 
Turkmenistan became a corridor for heroin 
trafficking from Afghanistan to the West 
and gained for itself one of the highest her-
oin addiction rates in the world. 

Above all, Niyazov was a selfish and 
kleptocratic despot, stashing billions in pro-
ceeds from the sale of the country’s enor-
mous natural gas resources in personal ac-

counts in Western banks. He used this money 
to fuel his outlandish personality cult, build-
ing opulent palaces and golden statues of 
himself even as his people were deprived of 
basic necessities and suffer one of the world’s 
lowest life expectancy rates. The West’s in-
difference was striking compared with the 
relentless criticism by the United States and 
the European Union against the more benign 
regime of Alexander Lukashenko, president 
of gas-poor Belarus. 

With Niyazov gone, the West has a historic 
second chance to help our country make a 
peaceful transition to democracy. 
Turkmenistan’s interim rulers have unfortu-
nately pledged to continue Niyazov’s poli-
cies, even ordering new statues of him, and 
their efforts to grab power amount to a coup 
d’état. The former health minister—under 
the de facto control of Niyazov’s Presidential 
Guard—has arrested the speaker of Par-
liament, who constitutionally is next in the 
line of succession. He has sealed the coun-
try’s borders and, using other unconstitu-
tional measures, has set the stage for his 
own unchallenged victory in presidential 
elections scheduled for Feb. 11. 

The United States must send a clear mes-
sage to Niyazov’s holdouts in the interim 
government in Ashgabat: that they will not 
have its support unless they agree to hold 
free and fair elections—ones that allow all 
citizens of Turkmenistan, including exiled 
opposition leaders and political prisoners, to 
take part. 

We know that the United States has tried 
to help the people of Turkmenistan in recent 
years, and thanks to American educational 
exchange programs, there is a thriving com-
munity of bright Turkmen students and in-
tellectuals who are living in Western coun-
tries and are ready to return and help re-
build their country. This community is 
largely held together by the efforts of 
Khudaiberdy-Orazov, a former chairman of 
the National Bank and an accomplished and 
energetic leader who was forced into exile 
several years ago. He was unanimously nom-
inated to be a candidate in the February 
presidential elections by a broad coalition of 
opposition groups inside and outside of 
Turkmenistan. According to a recent poll, 
Orazov’s candidacy would have the support 
of a majority of Turkmen voters. Until 
Orazov and other opposition candidates are 
allowed to contest the February elections, 
the United States and the European Union 
must refrain from recognizing the junta in 
Ashgabat and freeze all personal accounts of 
Niyazov and his cronies abroad. We hope 
that members of Congress and other govern-
ment officials will visit Turkmenistan soon 
to personally deliver that message. 

We must rebuild our country, and with the 
help of our friends and neighbors we can do 
it in an open and transparent way. Priorities 
for a democratically elected government 
during the initial post-Niyazov reconstruc-
tion must be to release all political pris-
oners, conduct open tenders and allow West-
ern companies to bid for a stake in devel-
oping Turkmenistan’s oil and gas fields; to 
consider new ways of getting our gas and oil 
to Western markets; to restore private prop-
erty that Niyazov confiscated from Turkmen 
citizens; and to create a reconstruction fund 
using Niyazov’s personal bank accounts and 
proceeds from the sale of oil and gas to re-
vive the health-care and education systems. 
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The United States is spending billions of 

dollars trying to turn Afghanistan and Iraq— 
both deep in the throes of civil war—into 
democratic nations while all but abandoning 
their peaceful post-Soviet neighbors to the 
north. Turkmenistan is ready for a new be-
ginning, and the West must finally step up to 
the plate. To do otherwise would waste a his-
toric opportunity and allow yet another case 
of popular discontent with an illegitimate 
government to become an anti-Western lost 
cause. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE NASHVILLE 
SCRAPPERS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, it is with honor 
and great pride that I recognize and congratu-
late the Nashville Scrappers of Nashville, AR, 
whose outstanding teamwork and dedication 
on the football field earned them a Class 4A 
Arkansas State Title at War Memorial Stadium 
in Little Rock on December 9, 2006. The 
Nashville Scrappers embody the spirit of 
teamwork, determination, and all that defines 
a champion. 

As a parent, I value the important lessons 
that teamwork teaches our students in pursuit 
of a lifetime of success. I have long been an 
advocate of sports and extracurricular activi-
ties as they complement academic excellence, 
inspire leadership, and build character, which 
better prepare our State’s students to face the 
challenges of the 21st century. 

It is a tremendous honor to congratulate the 
Nashville High School football program on 
winning the Class 4A Arkansas State Football 
Championship. I applaud the Nashville Scrap-
pers for their season. This victory is the result 
of hard work contributed by the players, stu-
dents, coaching staff, faculty and the commu-
nity. I salute all who remained focused on this 
goal and especially the players who rose to 
the occasion to become State champions. 
Congratulations Scrappers. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLIE NORWOOD 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. NORWOOD. Madam Speaker, on roll-
call No. 24, on the motion to suspend the 
rules and agree to H. Res. 61, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF 
TENNESSEE DANCE TEAM 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the University of Tennessee 
Dance Team, located in my District, for win-
ning their first ever Division IA National title. 

On January 15th, 2007, the team competed 
against 17 other Division IA dance teams at 

the Universal Dance Associations College Na-
tionals held at the Walt Disney World Resort 
in Orlando, FL. 

The team was awarded an all expenses 
paid trip to the national competition after plac-
ing third in the qualifying round, based on a 
two minute video they submitted in October, 
2006. 

Although they placed 1st in semi-finals, the 
team knew their competitors would step up 
their performances in the next round. In the 
final round, Tennessee gave its strongest per-
formance yet, leaving the crowd in awe and 
leaving no doubt in the minds of the judges 
who should receive the National title. 

The team defeated the four time National 
Champions, the Minnesota Golden Gopher 
Dance Team, by a margin of more than 20 
points. 

The Tennessee dancers worked intensely to 
reach this never before attained goal, prac-
ticing up to three times a day over their holi-
day break. 

The Tennessee Spirit program is the only 
program in the country to place in the top five 
in the Cheerleading, Mascot and Dance divi-
sions. 

I would also like to congratulate coaches 
Kelley Eidenmuller, Valerie Baxter and Spirit 
Coordinator Joy Postell on their exceptional 
work with this group of dancers. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, I would like to 
call to the attention of my colleagues and 
other readers of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
a recent article from utsports.com regarding 
the University of Tennessee Dance Team’s 
outstanding achievement. 

TENNESSEE DANCE TEAM CAPTURES FIRST 
NATIONAL CROWN 

ORLANDO, Jan. 14, 2007.—Tennessee’s long 
elusive national crown finally found its rest-
ing place in Knoxville as Tennessee’s Dance 
team captured its first national crown in 
commanding fashion in the land of dreams 
and wishes. 

At the Milk House in Orlando, Florida, 
Tennessee put on a dominating performance 
before a packed house at the Wide World of 
Sports Complex. Performing to ‘‘Your 
House’’ by Alisa Morissette, the dance team 
performed to an Acapella version of the song 
and simply rocked the house. 

Co-Head Coach Kellie Edenmueller said 
this team knew this was the material it 
would take to bring home the national 
championship. 

‘‘We knew from the moment we put this 
together it had the potential to bring us a 
national championship. Our girls worked 
tirelessly and put together a great perform-
ance.’’ 

Tennessee was not without their fans as 
more than 150 made their way to the Milk 
House and turned the old can into a home 
away from home. It was something this pro-
gram has sought for almost a decade. 

‘‘It is finally a breath of fresh air to win 
this national title, both from a coaching 
standpoint and a coordinator of trying to 
raise the bar,’’ said UT Spirit Coordinator 
Joy Postell. ‘‘Repeatedly these squads have 
come here and have left disappointed be-
cause they did not achieve their goal. To fi-
nally achieve the goal, to represent your uni-
versity and to win the title is breathtaking 
and ecstatic. 

‘‘The feeling I have and pride I have that 
UT has allowed me to have a phenomenal 
program to reach out to so many spirit ath-
letes. Not just athletics but in every aspect 
and to bring notoriety to this university. At 
Tennessee we work together as a team and 
cheer, dance, and mascot are all emphasized 

as being winners and achievers. Everyone of 
these teams is very supportive of the other. 
I am very fortunate to have the tools the 
university provides me to succeed. For us to 
reach the top five in every category is both 
not just a personal goal but a goal of every 
athlete in this program.’’ 

Tennessee was the only program in the na-
tion to place in the top five in the country in 
Mascot (5th place), Cheer (4th place) and 
dance again in the Hip-Hop division with a 
5th place finish. 

Tonight was truly magical and the young 
women made it happen. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO THE ARKANSAS 
HIGH RAZORBACKS 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, it is with honor 
and great pride that I recognize and congratu-
late the Arkansas High School Razorbacks of 
Texarkana, AR, whose outstanding teamwork 
and dedication on the football field earned 
them a Class 6A Arkansas State Title at War 
Memorial Stadium in Little Rock on November 
25, 2006. The Arkansas High Razorbacks em-
body the spirit of teamwork, determination, 
and all that defines a champion. 

As a parent, I value the important lessons 
that teamwork teaches our students in pursuit 
of a lifetime of success. I have long been an 
advocate of sports and extracurricular activi-
ties as they complement academic excellence, 
inspire leadership, and build character, which 
better prepare our state’s students to face the 
challenges of the 21st century. 

It is a tremendous honor to congratulate the 
Arkansas High School football program on 
winning the Class 6A Arkansas State Football 
Championship. I applaud the Arkansas High 
School Razorbacks for their season. This vic-
tory is the result of hard work contributed by 
the players, students, coaching staff, faculty 
and the community. I salute all who remained 
focused on this goal and especially the play-
ers who rose to the occasion to become State 
champions. Congratulations Razorbacks! 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AMERICAN CANCER 
FUND FOR CHILDREN AND KIDS 
CANCER CONNECTION 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 17, 2007 

Mr. WAXMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate the American 
Cancer Fund for Children and Kids Cancer 
Connection, located in the 30th Congressional 
District, which I represent. 

Los Angeles mayor Antonio Villaraigosa pro-
claimed the week of December 11, 2006, as 
‘‘Childhood Cancer Awareness Week’’ in the 
city of Los Angeles. I am pleased to join 
Mayor Villaraigosa in thanking Steven 
Firestein, the founder of American Cancer 
Fund for Children and its sister organization, 
Kids Cancer Connection, for his wonderful 
work in assisting children with cancer. 

More than 12 years ago, Steven began the 
American Cancer Fund for Children to provide 
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