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Fourth, convene a regional con-

ference for the purposes of developing a 
security and stabilization force in Iraq. 

The focus should be on a process 
which solves the problem of Iraq. The 
U.S. has told the international commu-
nity, ‘‘This is our policy and we want 
you to come and help us implement 
it.’’ The international community may 
have an interest in helping Iraq, but it 
has no interest in participating in the 
implementation of failed U.S. policy. 

A shift in U.S. policy away from 
unilateralism and toward cooperation 
will provide new opportunities for ex-
ploring common concerns about the 
plight of Iraq. The U.N. is the appro-
priate place to convene, through the 
Office of the Secretary General, all 
countries that have interests, concerns 
and influence, including the five per-
manent members of the Security Coun-
cil and the European Community, and 
all Arab nations. 

b 1845 
The end of the U.S. occupation and 

the closing of military bases are nec-
essary preconditions for such a con-
ference. When the U.S. creates a shift 
of policy and announces it will focus on 
the concerns of the people of Iraq, it 
will provide a powerful incentive for 
nations to participate. 

It is well known that while some na-
tions may see the instability in Iraq as 
an opportunity, there is also an ever- 
present danger the civil war in Iraq 
threatens the stability of nations 
throughout the region. The impending 
end of the occupation will provide a 
breakthrough for cooperation between 
the U.S. and the U.N. and the U.N. and 
the countries of the region. The re-
gional conference must include Iran, 
Syria, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jor-
dan. 

The fifth point in the Kucinich plan 
is to prepare an international security 
and peacekeeping force to move in, re-
placing U.S. troops who then return 
home. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a 12-point plan, 
and I will be presenting more features 
of it in future sessions. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. STUPAK addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIA-
TIONS OF THE 110TH CONGRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OBEY. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 2 of rule XI, I submit for publication in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD the rules of the 
Committee on Appropriations for the 110th 
Congress, adopted on January 16, 2007. 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS—COMMITTEE 
RULES EFFECTIVE FOR THE 110TH CONGRESS 

(Approved January 16, 2007) 
Resolved, That the rules and practices of 

the Committee on Appropriations, House of 
Representatives, in the One Hundred Ninth 
Congress, except as otherwise provided here-
inafter, shall be and are hereby adopted as 
the rules and practices of the Committee on 
Appropriations in the One Hundred Tenth 
Congress. 

The foregoing resolution adopts the fol-
lowing rules: 

SEC. 1: POWER TO SIT AND ACT 
(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of 

its functions and duties under Rules X and 
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee and each of its sub-
committees is authorized: 

(1) To sit and act at such times and places 
within the United States whether the House 
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned, 
and to hold such hearings as it deems nec-
essary; and 

(2) To require, by subpoena or otherwise, 
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books, re-
ports, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers, and documents as it deems necessary. 

(b) The Chairman, or any Member des-
ignated by the Chairman, may administer 
oaths to any witness. 

(c) A subpoena may be authorized and 
issued by the Committee or its subcommit-
tees under subsection (a)(2) in the conduct of 
any investigation or activity or series of in-
vestigations or activities, only when author-
ized by a majority of the Members of the 
Committee voting, a majority being present. 
The power to authorize and issue subpoenas 
under subsection (a)(2) may be delegated to 
the Chairman pursuant to such rules and 
under such limitations as the Committee 
may prescribe. Authorized subpoenas shall 
be signed by the Chairman or by any Member 
designated by the Committee. 

(d) Compliance with any subpoena issued 
by the Committee or its subcommittees may 
be enforced only as authorized or directed by 
the House. 

SEC. 2: SUBCOMMITTEES 
(a) The Majority Caucus of the Committee 

shall establish the number of subcommittees 
and shall determine the jurisdiction of each 
subcommittee. 

(b) Each subcommittee is authorized to 
meet, hold hearings, receive evidence, and 
report to the Committee all matters referred 
to it. 

(c) All legislation and other matters re-
ferred to the Committee shall be referred to 
the sub committee of appropriate jurisdic-
tion within two weeks unless, by majority 
vote of the Majority Members of the full 
Committee, consideration is to be by the full 
Committee. 

(d) The Majority Caucus of the Committee 
shall determine an appropriate ratio of Ma-
jority to Minority Members for each sub-
committee. The Chairman is authorized to 
negotiate that ratio with the Minority; Pro-
vided, however, That party representation in 
each subcommittee, including ex-officio 
members, shall be no less favorable to the 
Majority than the ratio for the full Com-
mittee. 

(e) The Chairman and Ranking Minority 
Member of the full Committee are each au-

thorized to sit as a member of all sub-
committees and to participate, including 
voting, in all of the work of the subcommit-
tees. 

SEC. 3: STAFFING 
(a) COMMITTEE STAFF.—The Chairman is 

authorized to appoint the staff of the Com-
mittee, and make adjustments in the job ti-
tles and compensation thereof subject to the 
maximum rates and conditions established 
in Clause 9(c) of Rule X of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. In addition, he is 
authorized, in his discretion, to arrange for 
their specialized training. The Chairman is 
also authorized to employ additional per-
sonnel as necessary. 

(b) ASSISTANTS TO MEMBERS: 
(1) Each of the top twenty-one senior ma-

jority and minority Members of the full 
Committee may select and designate one 
staff member who shall serve at the pleasure 
of that Member. Effective as of such date as 
the Chairman may determine, all other 
Members of the Committee may also each se-
lect and designate one such staff member. 

(2) Effective as of such date as the Chair-
man may determine, the Chairman and 
Ranking Minority Member of the full Com-
mittee and of each subcommittee may each 
select and designate one staff member, in ad-
dition to the staff member designated under 
the preceding paragraph, who shall serve at 
the pleasure of the Member making the des-
ignation. 

(3) Staff members designated under this 
subsection shall be compensated at a rate, 
determined by the Member, not to exceed 75 
per centum of the maximum established in 
Clause 9(c) of Rule X of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. Effective as of 
such date as the Chairman may determine, 
the limit on compensation under this sub-
section shall be increased to 80 per centum of 
such maximum. 

(4) Members designating staff members 
under this subsection must specifically cer-
tify by letter to the Chairman that the em-
ployees are needed and will be utilized for 
Committee work. 

SEC. 4: COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
(a) REGULAR MEETING DAY.—The regular 

meeting day of the Committee shall be the 
first Wednesday of each month while the 
House is in session, unless the Committee 
has met within the past 30 days or the Chair-
man considers a specific meeting unneces-
sary in the light of the requirements of the 
Committee business schedule. 

(b) ADDITIONAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS: 
(1) The Chairman may call and convene, as 

he considers necessary, additional meetings 
of the Committee for the consideration of 
any bill or resolution pending before the 
Committee or for the conduct of other Com-
mittee business. The Committee shall meet 
for such purpose pursuant to that call of the 
Chairman. 

(2) If at least three Committee Members 
desire that a special meeting of the Com-
mittee be called by the Chairman, those 
Members may file in the Committee Offices 
a written request to the Chairman for that 
special meeting. Such request shall specify 
the measure or matter to be considered. 
Upon the filing of the request, the Com-
mittee Clerk shall notify the Chairman. 

(3) If within three calendar days after the 
filing of the request, the Chairman does not 
call the requested special meeting to be held 
within seven calendar days after the filing of 
the request, a majority of the Committee 
Members may file in the Committee Offices 
their written notice that a special meeting 
will be held, specifying the date and hour of 
such meeting, and the measure or matter to 
be considered. The Committee shall meet on 
that date and hour. 
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(4) Immediately upon the filing of the no-

tice, the Committee Clerk shall notify all 
Committee Members that such special meet-
ing will be held and inform them of its date 
and hour and the measure or matter to be 
considered. Only the measure or matter spec-
ified in that notice may be considered at the 
special meeting. 

(c) VICE CHAIRMAN TO PRESIDE IN ABSENCE 
OF CHAIRMAN.—A member of the majority 
party on the Committee or subcommittee 
thereof designated by the Chairman of the 
full Committee shall be vice chairman of the 
Committee or subcommittee, as the case 
may be, and shall preside at any meeting 
during the temporary absence of the chair-
man. If the chairman and vice chairman of 
the Committee or subcommittee are not 
present at any meeting of the Committee or 
subcommittee, the ranking member of the 
majority party who is present shall preside 
at that meeting. 

(d) BUSINESS MEETINGS: 
(1) Each meeting for the transaction of 

business, including the markup of legisla-
tion, of the Committee and its subcommit-
tees shall be open to the public except when 
the Committee or the subcommittee con-
cerned, in open session and with a majority 
present, determines by roll call vote that all 
or part of the remainder of the meeting on 
that day shall be closed. 

(2) No person other than Committee Mem-
bers and such congressional staff and depart 
mental representatives as they may author-
ize shall be present at any business or mark-
up session which has been closed. 

(e) COMMITTEE RECORDS: 
(1) The Committee shall keep a complete 

record of all Committee action, including a 
record of the votes on any question on which 
a roll call is demanded. The result of each 
roll call vote shall be available for inspec-
tion by the public during regular business 
hours in the Committee Offices. The infor-
mation made available for public inspection 
shall include a description of the amend-
ment, motion, or other proposition, and the 
name of each Member voting for and each 
Member voting against, and the names of 
those Members present but not voting. 

(2) All hearings, records, data, charts, and 
files of the Committee shall be kept separate 
and distinct from the congressional office 
records of the Chairman of the Committee. 
Such records shall be the property of the 
House, and all Members of the House shall 
have access thereto. 

(3) The records of the Committee at the 
National Archives and Records Administra-
tion shall be made available in accordance 
with Rule VII of the Rules of the House, ex-
cept that the Committee authorizes use of 
any record to which Clause 3(b)(4) of Rule 
VII of the Rules of the House would other-
wise apply after such record has been in ex-
istence for 20 years. The Chairman shall no-
tify the Ranking Minority Member of any 
decision, pursuant to Clause 3(b)(3) or Clause 
4(b) of Rule VII of the Rules of the House, to 
withhold a record otherwise available, and 
the matter shall be presented to the Com-
mittee for a determination upon the written 
request of any Member of the Committee. 

SEC. 5: COMMITTEE AND SUBCOMMITTEE 
HEARINGS 

(a) OVERALL BUDGET HEARINGS.—Overall 
budget hearings by the Committee, including 
the hearing required by Section 242(c) of the 
Legislative Reorganization Act of 1970 and 
Clause 4(a)(1) of Rule X of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives shall be conducted 
in open session except when the Committee 
in open session and with a majority present, 
determines by roll call vote that the testi-
mony to be taken at that hearing on that 
day may be related to a matter of national 

security; except that the Committee may by 
the same procedure close one subsequent day 
of hearing. A transcript of all such hearings 
shall be printed and a copy furnished to each 
Member, Delegate, and the Resident Com-
missioner from Puerto Rico. 

(b) OTHER HEARINGS: 
(1) All other hearings conducted by the 

Committee or its subcommittees shall be 
open to the public except when the Com-
mittee or subcommittee in open session and 
with a majority present determines by roll 
call vote that all or part of the remainder of 
that hearing on that day shall be closed to 
the public because disclosure of testimony, 
evidence, or other matters to be considered 
would endanger the national security or 
would violate any law or Rule of the House 
of Representatives. Notwithstanding the re-
quirements of the preceding sentence, a ma-
jority of those present at a hearing con-
ducted by the Committee or any of its sub-
committees, there being in attendance the 
number required under Section 5(c) of these 
Rules to be present for the purpose of taking 
testimony, (1) may vote to close the hearing 
for the sole purpose of discussing whether 
testimony or evidence to be received would 
endanger the national security or violate 
Clause 2(k)(5) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives or (2) may vote to 
close the hearing, as provided in Clause 
2(k)(5) of such Rule. No Member of the House 
of Representatives may be excluded from 
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing 
of the Committee or its subcommittees un-
less the House of Representatives shall by 
majority vote authorize the Committee or 
any of its subcommittees, for purposes of a 
particular series of hearings on a particular 
article of legislation or on a particular sub-
ject of investigation, to close its hearings to 
Members by the same procedures designated 
in this subsection for closing hearings to the 
public; Provided, however, That the Com-
mittee or its subcommittees may by the 
same procedure vote to close five subsequent 
days of hearings. 

(2) Subcommittee chairmen shall coordi-
nate the development of schedules for meet-
ings or hearings after consultation with the 
Chairman and other subcommittee chairmen 
with a view toward avoiding simultaneous 
scheduling of Committee and subcommittee 
meetings or hearings. 

(3) Each witness who is to appear before 
the Committee or any of its subcommittees 
as the case may be, insofar as is practicable, 
shall file in advance of such appearance, a 
written statement of the proposed testimony 
and shall limit the oral presentation at such 
appearance to a brief summary, except that 
this provision shall not apply to any witness 
appearing before the Committee in the over-
all budget hearings. 

(4) Each witness appearing in a nongovern-
mental capacity before the Committee, or 
any of its subcommittees as the case may be, 
shall to the greatest extent practicable, sub-
mit a written statement including a cur-
riculum vitae and a disclosure of the amount 
and source (by agency and program) of any 
Federal grant (or subgrant thereof) or con-
tract (or subcontract thereof) received dur-
ing the current fiscal year or either of the 
two previous fiscal years by the witness or 
by an entity represented by the witness. 

(c) QUORUM FOR TAKING TESTIMONY.—The 
number of Members of the Committee which 
shall constitute a quorum for taking testi-
mony and receiving evidence in any hearing 
of the Committee shall be two. 

(d) CALLING AND INTERROGATION OF WIT-
NESSES: 

(1) The Minority Members of the Com-
mittee or its subcommittees shall be enti-
tled, upon request to the Chairman or sub-
committee chairman, by a majority of them 

before completion of any hearing, to call 
witnesses selected by the Minority to testify 
with respect to the matter under consider-
ation during at least one day of hearings 
thereon. 

(2) The Committee and its subcommittees 
shall observe the five-minute rule during the 
interrogation of witnesses until such time as 
each Member of the Committee or sub com-
mittee who so desires has had an oppor-
tunity to question the witness. 

(e) BROADCASTING AND PHOTOGRAPHING OF 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND HEARINGS.—When-
ever a hearing or meeting conducted by the 
full Committee or any of its subcommittees 
is open to the public, those proceedings shall 
be open to coverage by television, radio, and 
still photography, as provided in Clause (4)(f) 
of Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Neither the full Committee 
Chairman or subcommittee chairman shall 
limit the number of television or still cam-
eras to fewer than two representatives from 
each medium. 

(f) SUBCOMMITTEE MEETINGS.—No sub-
committee shall sit while the House is read-
ing an appropriation measure for amendment 
under the five-minute rule or while the Com-
mittee is in session. 

(g) PUBLIC NOTICE OF COMMITTEE HEAR-
INGS.—The Chairman of the Committee shall 
make public announcement of the date, 
place, and subject matter of any Committee 
or sub committee hearing at least one week 
before the commencement of the hearing. If 
the Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, with the concurrence of the 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
or respective subcommittee, determines 
there is good cause to begin the hearing 
sooner, or if the Committee or subcommittee 
so determines by majority vote, a quorum 
being present for the transaction of business, 
the Chairman or subcommittee chairman 
shall make the announcement at the earliest 
possible date. Any announcement made 
under this subsection shall be promptly pub-
lished in the Daily Digest and promptly en-
tered into the Committee scheduling service 
of the House Information Systems. 
SEC. 6: PROCEDURES FOR REPORTING BILLS AND 

RESOLUTIONS 
(a) PROMPT REPORTING REQUIREMENT: 
(1) It shall be the duty of the Chairman to 

report, or cause to be reported promptly to 
the House any bill or resolution approved by 
the Committee and to take or cause to be 
taken necessary steps to bring the matter to 
a vote. 

(2) In any event, a report on a bill or reso-
lution which the Committee has approved 
shall be filed within seven calendar days (ex-
clusive of days in which the House is not in 
session) after the day on which there has 
been filed with the Committee Clerk a writ-
ten request, signed by a majority of Com-
mittee Members, for the reporting of such 
bill or resolution. Upon the filing of any such 
request, the Committee Clerk shall notify 
the Chairman immediately of the filing of 
the request. This subsection does not apply 
to the reporting of a regular appropriation 
bill or to the reporting of a resolution of in-
quiry addressed to the head of an executive 
department. 

(b) PRESENCE OF COMMITTEE MAJORITY.—No 
measure or recommendation shall be re-
ported from the Committee unless a major-
ity of the Committee was actually present. 

(c) ROLLCALL VOTES.—With respect to each 
roll call vote on a motion to report any 
measure or matter of a public character, and 
on any amendment offered to the measure of 
matter, the total number of votes cast for 
and against, and the names of those Mem-
bers voting for and against, shall be included 
in the Committee report on the measure or 
matter. 
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(d) COMPLIANCE WITH CONGRESSIONAL BUDG-

ET ACT.—A Committee report on a bill or 
resolution which has been approved by the 
Committee shall include the statement re-
quired by Section 308(a) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, separately set out and 
clearly identified, if the bill or resolution 
provides new budget authority. 

(e) CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY STATE-
MENT.—Each report of the Committee on a 
bill or joint resolution of a public character 
shall include a statement citing the specific 
powers granted to the Congress in the Con-
stitution to enact the law proposed by the 
bill or joint resolution. 

(f) CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW.—Each Com-
mittee report on a general appropriation bill 
shall contain a concise statement describing 
fully the effect of any provision of the bill 
which directly or indirectly changes the ap-
plication of existing law. 

(g) RESCISSIONS AND TRANSFERS.—Each bill 
or resolution reported by the Committee 
shall include separate headings for rescis-
sions and transfers of unexpended balances 
with all proposed rescissions and transfers 
listed therein. The report of the Committee 
accompanying such a bill or resolution shall 
include a separate section with respect to 
such rescissions or transfers. 

(h) LISTING OF UNAUTHORIZED APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—Each Committee report on a general 
appropriation bill shall contain a list of all 
appropriations contained in the bill for any 
expenditure not currently authorized by law 
for the period concerned (except for classi-
fied intelligence or national security pro-
grams, projects, or activities) along with a 
statement of the last year for which such ex-
penditures were authorized, the level of ex-
penditures authorized for that year, the ac-
tual level of expenditures for that year, and 
the level of appropriations in the bill for 
such expenditures. 

(i) SUPPLEMENTAL OR MINORITY VIEWS: 
(1) If, at the time the Committee approves 

any measure or matter, any Committee 
Member gives notice of intention to file sup-
plemental, minority, or additional views, the 
Member shall be entitled to not less than 
two additional calendar days after the day of 
such notice (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
and legal holidays) in which to file such 
views in writing and signed by the Member, 
with the Clerk of the Committee. All such 
views so filed shall be included in and shall 
be a part of the report filed by the Com-
mittee with respect to that measure or mat-
ter. 

(2) The Committee report on that measure 
or matter shall be printed in a single volume 
which— 

(i) shall include all supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views which have been sub-
mitted by the time of the filing of the report, 
and 

(ii) shall have on its cover a recital that 
any such supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views are included as part of the re-
port. 

(3) This subsection does not preclude— 
(i) the immediate filing or printing of a 

Committee report unless timely request for 
the opportunity to file supplemental, minor-
ity, or additional views has been made as 
provided by such subsection; or 

(ii) the filing by the Committee of a sup-
plemental report on a measure or matter 
which may be required for correction of any 
technical error in a previous report made by 
the Committee on that measure or matter. 

(4) If, at the time a subcommittee approves 
any measure or matter for recommendation 
to the full Committee, any Member of that 
subcommittee who gives notice of intention 
to offer supplemental, minority, or addi-
tional views shall be entitled, insofar as is 
practicable and in accordance with the print-

ing requirements as determined by the sub-
committee, to include such views in the 
Committee Print with respect to that meas-
ure or matter. 

(j) AVAILABILITY OF REPORTS.—A copy of 
each bill, resolution, or report shall be made 
available to each Member of the Committee 
at least three calendar days (excluding Sat-
urdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) in ad-
vance of the date on which the Committee is 
to consider each bill, resolution, or report; 
Provided, That this subsection may be 
waived by agreement between the Chairman 
and the Ranking Minority Member of the 
full Committee. 

(k) PERFORMANCE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES.— 
Each Committee report shall contain a 
statement of general performance goals and 
objectives, including outcome-related goals 
and objectives, for which the measure au-
thorizes funding. 

(l) MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE.—The 
Chairman is directed to offer a motion under 
clause 1 of rule XXII of the Rules of the 
House whenever the Chairman considers it 
appropriate. 

SEC. 7: VOTING 
(a) No vote by any Member of the Com-

mittee or any of its subcommittees with re-
spect to any measure or matter may be cast 
by proxy. 

(b) The vote on any question before the 
Committee shall be taken by the yeas and 
nays on the demand of one-fifth of the Mem-
bers present. 

(c) The Chairman of the Committee or the 
chairman of any of its subcommittees may— 

(1) postpone further proceedings when a 
record vote is ordered on the question of ap-
proving a measure or matter or on adopting 
an amendment; 

(2) resume proceedings on a postponed 
question at any time after reasonable notice. 

When proceedings resume on a postponed 
question, notwithstanding any intervening 
order for the previous question, an under-
lying proposition shall remain subject to fur-
ther debate or amendment to the same ex-
tent as when the question was postponed. 

SEC. 8: STUDIES AND EXAMINATIONS 
The following procedure shall be applicable 

with respect to the conduct of studies and 
examinations of the organization and oper-
ation of Executive Agencies under authority 
contained in Section 202 (b) of the Legisla-
tive Reorganization Act of 1946 and in Clause 
(3)(a) of Rule X of the Rules of the House of 
Representatives: 

(a) The Chairman is authorized to appoint 
such staff and, in his discretion, arrange for 
the procurement of temporary services of 
consultants, as from time to time may be re-
quired. 

(b) Studies and examinations will be initi-
ated upon the written request of a sub-
committee which shall be reasonably specific 
and definite in character, and shall be initi-
ated only by a majority vote of the sub-
committee, with the chairman of the sub-
committee and the ranking minority mem-
ber thereof participating as part of such ma-
jority vote. When so initiated such request 
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Com-
mittee for submission to the Chairman and 
the Ranking Minority Member and their ap-
proval shall be required to make the same ef-
fective. Notwithstanding any action taken 
on such request by the chairman and rank-
ing minority member of the subcommittee, a 
request may be approved by a majority of 
the Committee. 

(c) Any request approved as provided under 
subsection (b) shall be immediately turned 
over to the staff appointed for action. 

(d) Any information obtained by such staff 
shall be reported to the chairman of the sub-
committee requesting such study and exam-

ination and to the Chairman and Ranking 
Minority Member, shall be made available to 
the members of the subcommittee con-
cerned, and shall not be released for publica-
tion until the subcommittee so determines. 

(e) Any hearings or investigations which 
may be desired, aside from the regular hear-
ings on appropriation items, when approved 
by the Committee, shall be conducted by the 
subcommittee having jurisdiction over the 
matter. 

SEC. 9: OFFICIAL TRAVEL 
(a) The chairman of a subcommittee shall 

approve requests for travel by subcommittee 
members and staff for official business with-
in the jurisdiction of that subcommittee. 
The ranking minority member of a sub-
committee shall concur in such travel re-
quests by minority members of that sub-
committee and the Ranking Minority Mem-
ber shall concur in such travel requests for 
Minority Members of the Committee. Re-
quests in writing covering the purpose, 
itinerary, and dates of proposed travel shall 
be submitted for final approval to the Chair-
man. Specific approval shall be required for 
each and every trip. 

(b) The Chairman is authorized during the 
recess of the Congress to approve travel au-
thorizations for Committee Members and 
staff, including travel outside the United 
States. 

(c) As soon as practicable, the Chairman 
shall direct the head of each Government 
agency concerned not to honor requests of 
subcommittees, individual Members, or staff 
for travel, the direct or indirect expenses of 
which are to be defrayed from an executive 
appropriation, except upon request from the 
Chairman. 

(d) In accordance with Clause 8 of Rule X 
of the Rules of the House of Representatives 
and Section 502 (b) of the Mutual Security 
Act of 1954, as amended, local currencies 
owned by the United States shall be avail-
able to Committee Members and staff en-
gaged in carrying out their official duties 
outside the United States, its territories, or 
possessions. No Committee Member or staff 
member shall receive or expend local cur-
rencies for subsistence in any country at a 
rate in excess of the maximum per diem rate 
set forth in applicable Federal law. 

(e) TRAVEL REPORTS: 
(1) Members or staff shall make a report to 

the Chairman on their travel, covering the 
purpose, results, itinerary, expenses, and 
other pertinent comments. 

(2) With respect to travel outside the 
United States or its territories or posses-
sions, the report shall include: (1) an 
itemized list showing the dates each country 
was visited, the amount of per diem fur-
nished, the cost of transportation furnished, 
and any funds expended for any other official 
purpose; and (2) a summary in these cat-
egories of the total foreign currencies and/or 
appropriated funds expended. All such indi-
vidual reports on foreign travel shall be filed 
with the Chairman no later than sixty days 
following completion of the travel for use in 
complying with reporting requirements in 
applicable Federal law, and shall be open for 
public inspection. 

(3) Each Member or employee performing 
such travel shall be solely responsible for 
supporting the amounts reported by the 
Member or employee. 

(4) No report or statement as to any trip 
shall be publicized making any recommenda-
tions in behalf of the Committee without the 
authorization of a majority of the Com-
mittee. 

(f) Members and staff of the Committee 
performing authorized travel on official busi-
ness pertaining to the jurisdiction of the 
Committee shall be governed by applicable 
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laws or regulations of the House and of the 
Committee on House Administration per-
taining to such travel, and as promulgated 
from time to time by the Chairman. 

f 

THE OFFICIAL TRUTH SQUAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the leadership for allow-
ing me to host this hour this evening, 
an hour once again of the Official 
Truth Squad. The Official Truth Squad 
is a group of individuals who got to-
gether almost 2 years ago now, and we 
are somewhat frustrated and concerned 
about the level of not just rancor here 
in Congress, but the level of 
disinformation and the kind of infor-
mation that was often being put for-
ward in support of certain legislation 
that, in fact, well, Mr. Speaker, just 
wasn’t true. 

So what we did is to get together, 
primarily, a group of freshmen from 
the last Congress and put in place this 
Official Truth Squad. Our goal, our 
purpose, is to raise the level of the 
rhetoric, to be a little more positive 
than is usually the case here in Wash-
ington, and to use facts. To use facts. 
We have a number of favorite quotes, 
but one we like to use frequently is one 
from former United States Senator 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, who kind of 
crystallized what is a real concern here 
in Washington, because everybody 
throws around their own opinions. But 
his quote was, ‘‘Everyone is entitled to 
their own opinion but not their own 
facts.’’ 

We think that it is extremely helpful 
when we are talking about issues to 
talk about facts, because if we are not 
using facts to base the decisions we 
make here in Washington, if we are not 
using facts to reach the conclusions, 
then it is very likely that we will not 
reach the right conclusion. 

I have said before, Mr. Speaker, that 
in my former life I was a physician, 
and I knew if I didn’t use facts and I 
didn’t make the right diagnosis, it was 
virtually impossible to formulate the 
right treatment plan and then have the 
patient get well. So we can look at 
that as an analogy for what we are try-
ing to do for our Nation, which is to 
make the right diagnosis, to formulate 
the right proposals and plans and poli-
cies and put them in place so that the 
patient that is our Nation survives and 
thrives and does well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be able 
to have the opportunity once again to-
night to host an hour of the Official 
Truth Squad; and I will be joined by a 
number of colleagues, and we will ad-
dress two or three issues this evening. 
We are going to start by talking about 
what many people have discussed 
around the Nation, and it has kind of 
captured the attention of many in the 
media, Mr. Speaker, and that is this 
issue of the 100-hour agenda that the 
majority party, the Democrats, have. 

It is curious to look at that for a va-
riety of reasons, but we will look spe-
cifically at the amount of time and 
kind of what they have been doing with 
that 100 hours. 

Secondly, we will talk about the 
issue of student loans. It is a bill we 
had here in Congress today, and we are 
trying to have facts back up policy as 
it relates to how best to provide appro-
priate loans for students who are try-
ing to reach that American dream all 
across this Nation. 

Thirdly, we are going to talk a little 
about energy policy, something that I 
would suggest, Mr. Speaker, needs a lot 
of facts brought to the table. 

The common theme that I think peo-
ple will appreciate if they are truly in-
terested in looking objectively at these 
three issues, and so many others here 
in Congress, the common theme about 
these three issues tonight, I would sug-
gest, Mr. Speaker, is broken promises. 
Broken promises. 

In fact, when you look at these issues 
independently, I think you will be able 
to see as we go through them the bro-
ken promises that have occurred just 
in these first 2 weeks in Congress. 

And why is it important, Mr. Speak-
er, for promises to be kept? Well, you 
know, we hear all the time from the 
other side that people voted last No-
vember for a change. And they did vote 
for a change; there is no doubt about 
it. There were a lot of things we in the 
majority could have done better. But 
people across this Nation based their 
votes upon information that they had. 
They based their votes upon what they 
were being told and what they were 
being promised by the other side. So if 
those promises aren’t kept, then that 
is important. 

It is important for a variety of rea-
sons. One is that the policies that were 
promoted and were espoused as being 
the be-all and end-all for our Nation 
aren’t being carried out by the major-
ity party. But as important as that is, 
Mr. Speaker, maybe even more impor-
tant is the fact that when people go to 
the polls and they vote, and they rely 
on what Members of Congress who are 
ultimately successful have told them 
they were going to do, and then those 
things aren’t done, all that does, Mr. 
Speaker, is breed a cynicism and a dis-
gust with our form of government and 
our Representatives, and makes it so 
that it is extremely difficult to move 
forward in a positive direction for our 
Nation. 

I want to talk a little bit about the 
100-hour clock, and then we will have 
some others, I know, who will be inter-
ested in speaking about that. There has 
been a lot of talk about this 100 hours, 
this wonderful 100 hours in which the 
Democrat majority was going to get all 
these grand things done. And it was 
promised, it was promised, this 100 
hours. 

Now, what we have seen over this pe-
riod of time is that that 100 hours has 
changed. Initially, the first 100 hours 
was going to be, to quote the Speaker 

on October 6, 2006, she said, ‘‘In the 
first 100 hours the House meets after 
Democrats win control,’’ and then she 
went on to describe what they were 
going to do. The first 100 hours the 
House meets after Democrats take con-
trol. 

Then it soon morphed into, well, it 
will be the first 100 legislative hours. 
On December 1, after the election, 
when they began looking at what they 
were going to do and how they were 
going to make it happen, they said, on 
December 1, 2006, ‘‘In our first 100 legis-
lative hours in office we have a bipar-
tisan and an achievable plan.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, as you well know, that 
kind of went by the wayside as well. 
And when we called them on it, we said 
what 100 hours is it, the new majority 
leader, Mr. HOYER from Maryland, put 
it best when he kind of talked about, 
well, we will try to do it in 100 hours. 
Maybe we will get it done, maybe we 
won’t. But then he said, ‘‘It all depends 
on how you are counting 100 hours.’’ 

And he is right. He is right. It all de-
pends on how you are counting the 100 
hours. If you have the desire to deceive 
the American people and turn the 
clock on and off whenever you want to, 
then you get to about 33 hours, which 
is what the Democrat clock tells us 
they have taken. 

This is our third week, Mr. Speaker, 
our third week here. So what does that 
mean? It means that we are working 
about 10 hours a week. About 10 hours 
a week. I think the American people 
are working a whole lot more than 10 
hours a week. A reasonable amount of 
time, given that we have been sworn in 
for about 14 days, 2 full weeks, a rea-
sonable amount of time may be 80. And 
that is about the sense of how many 
hours we have in fact been in session. 

As of 7 p.m. tonight, Mr. Speaker, we 
will have been in session 81 hours and 
53 minutes. So that is a reasonable es-
timate. But the total, if you really 
keep track of 100 hours, the total time 
as of noon today was 336 hours. As of 
noon today, 336 hours. 

Now, people may say, well, that 
doesn’t make a whole lot of difference 
what the time is. But, Mr. Speaker, it 
does, because the promises were made 
and the promises have been broken. 
Again, as Mr. HOYER says, it all de-
pends on how you’re counting 100 
hours. Kind of reminds me of the quote 
about the definition of ‘‘is,’’ doesn’t it, 
Mr. Speaker? 

We are so pleased to have many 
members of our conference who want 
to take part in the Official Truth 
Squad, and tonight we have a new 
friend to me and to our conference, 
Congressman DAVID DAVIS, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee, who is a fresh-
man. This is his first term in Congress. 

He began a small business, a very 
successful individual back in Ten-
nessee, and he has great perception on 
the processes of legislation because he, 
like I, served 8 years in his State legis-
lature. So I am very, very pleased to 
welcome Congressman DAVIS to the 
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