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is a battle of ideas. But in this instance 
we can disagree, as I mentioned, about 
many things, but we ought not disagree 
about whether or not our men and 
women in harm’s way, our troops who 
are defending liberty truly around the 
globe, ought to receive every single re-
source that they need in order to de-
fend themselves and to defend us. 

I know that many folks go to Walter 
Reed and visit some of those brave men 
and women who have been injured in 
battle. I have had the opportunity to 
do that, and I was struck always by 
every conversation that I had with 
some of those men and women who 
have come back, some with devastating 
injuries, truly. And I am just so hum-
bled by those conversations that I have 
with those brave soldiers and warriors 
because I would try to close every con-
versation and ask them what it was 
that we could do to help. What can I do 
to help? And virtually every single one 
of them said without fail, Congress-
man, if you can do one thing, if you 
can do just one thing, please, please let 
me get back to my unit. And that kind 
of enthusiasm, that kind of commit-
ment, that kind of sense of duty and 
honor and patriotism is chilling. It 
really is. 

There are incredible stories that each 
of them tell, but also I believe those 
men and women serve as a guidepost 
for us. And, in fact, we ought to look to 
them and look to their courage to have 
the courage that we need in order to 
support our men and women who are in 
harm’s way. 

And I am very hopeful that this 
House of Representatives will support 
Congressman JOHNSON’s resolution be-
cause it truly speaks for, I believe, the 
vast majority of the American people 
who want to make certain that, regard-
less of how you feel about this conflict, 
we as a Congress state clearly that we 
will make certain that we provide all 
of the resources necessary for our men 
and women in harm’s way. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. I thank the gen-
tleman. 

I will close our hour by referencing 
some comments I have had from some 
veterans in my district. I love the fact 
that I have absolutely wonderful vet-
erans who participate with me on these 
issues in our National Security Coali-
tion, in our Veterans Coalition, which 
are advisory groups for me. And I have 
had great discussions with them and 
have sent them information about the 
new strategy going forward in Iraq, 
about some of the conversations that 
have been taking place here, and have 
sought their best judgment, men and 
women who have worn the uniform and 
have been there and who have fought 
and seeking their best judgment. And a 
couple of their comments, I think, are 
so incredibly significant. 

One of them says: ‘‘We have to con-
tinue our push forward and let our 
military make the decisions in this 
war. When the House and Senate 
changed, there was no doubt there 
would be a change of efforts. Our 

enemy knows this and will continue to 
strike as long as they think our coun-
try is not united.’’ 

And another of the veterans said in 
this e-mail: ‘‘What is important is that 
we show a unified front to the enemy 
and we give the new plan and the de-
ployment a chance to work. If we win, 
if we defeat radical Islam, then maybe, 
maybe, this is all going to be worth 
it.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, these men and women 
who have put that uniform on and have 
gone into battle know that this is the 
price that we pay. They understand 
that this is not going to be easy. They 
know, and they are watching the Presi-
dent’s speech tonight, and they are 
watching our response. And I would 
submit to you, Mr. Speaker, that our 
enemy is watching our response. And I 
will submit to you that, while we all 
have different philosophies, we all 
come from different districts, and we 
are a very diverse body, I would com-
mend to you and my colleagues that it 
is important that we stand with our 
men and women in uniform, that we 
show a unified front and show that we 
are committed to being certain that 
this Nation continues to stand as a 
great Nation and that we persevere. 
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RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LYNCH). Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule 
I, the Chair declares the House in re-
cess until approximately 8:40 p.m. for 
the purpose of receiving in joint ses-
sion the President of the United 
States. 

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until approximately 8:40 p.m. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 8 o’clock and 41 
minutes p.m. 
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JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE 
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT 
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE 
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 38 TO 
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

The Speaker of the House presided. 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs. 

Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice 
President and Members of the U.S. 
Senate, who entered the Hall of the 
House of Representatives, the Vice 
President taking the chair at the right 
of the Speaker, and the Members of the 
Senate the seats reserved for them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints 
as members of the committee on the 
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the 
Chamber: 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. 
HOYER); 

The gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN); 

The gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
EMANUEL); 

The gentleman from Connecticut 
(Mr. LARSON); 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
BOEHNER); 

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
BLUNT); 

The gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
PUTNAM); and 

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
MCCOTTER). 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of 
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on 
the part of the Senate to escort the 
President of the United States into the 
House Chamber: 

The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID); 
The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-

BIN); 
The Senator from New York (Mr. 

SCHUMER); 
The Senator from Washington (Mrs. 

MURRAY); 
The Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 

DORGAN); 
The Senator from Michigan (Ms. 

STABENOW); 
The Senator from Kentucky (Mr. 

MCCONNELL); 
The Senator from Mississippi (Mr. 

LOTT); 
The Senator from Arizona (Mr. KYL); 
The Senator from Texas (Mr. 

CORNYN); 
The Senator from Texas (Mrs. 

HUTCHISON); 
The Senator from Nevada (Mr. EN-

SIGN); and 
The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-

VENS). 
The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-

nounced the Dean of the Diplomatic 
Corps, His Excellency Roble Olhaye, 
Ambassador from the Republic of 
Djibouti. 

The Dean of the Diplomatic Corps en-
tered the Hall of the House of Rep-
resentatives and took the seat reserved 
for him. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court. 

The Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Associate Justices of 
the Supreme Court entered the Hall of 
the House of Representatives and took 
the seats reserved for them in front of 
the Speaker’s rostrum. 

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of 
the United States. 

The members of the Cabinet of the 
President of the United States entered 
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for 
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum. 

At 9 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m., the 
Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable Wil-
son Livingood, announced the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

The President of the United States, 
escorted by the committee of Senators 
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and Representatives, entered the Hall 
of the House of Representatives and 
stood at the Clerk’s desk. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the 
distinct honor of presenting to you the 
President of the United States. 

(Applause, the Members rising.) 
f 

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES 

The PRESIDENT. Thank you very 
much. Tonight, I have a high privilege 
and distinct honor of my own—as the 
first President to begin the State of 
the Union message with these words: 
Madam Speaker. 

In his day, the late Congressman 
Thomas D’Alesandro, Jr., from Balti-
more, Maryland, saw Presidents Roo-
sevelt and Truman at this rostrum. But 
nothing could compare with the sight 
of his only daughter, Nancy, presiding 
tonight as Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. Congratulations, 
Madam Speaker. 

Two Members of the House and Sen-
ate are not with us tonight, and we 
pray for the recovery and speedy re-
turn of Senator Tim Johnson and Con-
gressman Charlie Norwood. 

Madam Speaker, Vice President Che-
ney, Members of Congress, distin-
guished guests, and fellow citizens: 

This rite of custom brings us to-
gether at a defining hour, when deci-
sions are hard and courage is tested. 
We enter the year 2007 with large en-
deavors under way, and others that are 
ours to begin. In all of this, much is 
asked of us. We must have the will to 
face difficult challenges and deter-
mined enemies, and the wisdom to face 
them together. 

Some in this Chamber are new to the 
House and Senate, and I congratulate 
the Democratic majority. Congress has 
changed, but our responsibilities have 
not. Each of us is guided by our own 
convictions, and to these we must stay 
faithful. Yet we are all held to the 
same standards and called to serve the 
same good purposes: to extend the Na-
tion’s prosperity, to spend the people’s 
money wisely, to solve problems, not 
leave them to future generations, to 
guard America against all evil, and to 
keep faith with those we have sent 
forth to defend us. 

We are not the first to come here 
with government divided and uncer-
tainty in the air. Like many before us, 
we can work through our differences 
and achieve big things for the Amer-
ican people. Our citizens don’t much 
care which side of the aisle we sit on, 
as long as we are willing to cross that 
aisle when there is work to be done. 
Our job is to make life better for our 
fellow Americans and help them to 
build a future of hope and opportunity, 
and this is the business before us to-
night. 

A future of hope and opportunity be-
gins with a growing economy, and that 

is what we have. We are now in the 41st 
month of uninterrupted job growth, in 
a recovery that has created 7.2 million 
new jobs, so far. Unemployment is low, 
inflation is low, and wages are rising. 
The economy is on the move, and our 
job is to keep it that way, not with 
more government but with more enter-
prise. 

Next week, I will deliver a full report 
on the state of our economy. Tonight, 
I want to discuss three economic re-
forms that deserve to be priorities for 
this Congress. 

First, we must balance the Federal 
budget. We can do so without raising 
taxes. What we need to do is impose 
spending discipline in Washington, D.C. 
We set a goal of cutting the deficit in 
half by 2009, and met that goal 3 years 
ahead of schedule. Now let us take the 
next step. In the coming weeks, I will 
submit a budget that eliminates the 
Federal deficit within the next 5 years. 
I ask you to make the same commit-
ment. Together, we can restrain the 
spending appetite of the Federal Gov-
ernment and balance the Federal budg-
et. 

Next, there is the matter of ear-
marks. These special interest items are 
often slipped into bills at the last hour, 
when not even C–SPAN is watching. In 
2005 alone, the number of earmarks 
grew to over 13,000 and totaled nearly 
$18 billion. Even worse, over 90 percent 
of earmarks never make it to the floor 
of the House and Senate. They are 
dropped into committee reports that 
are not even part of the bill that ar-
rives on my desk. You did not vote 
them into law. I did not sign them into 
law. Yet they are treated as if they 
have the force of law. The time has 
come to end this practice. So let us 
work together to reform the budget 
process, expose every earmark to the 
light of day and to a vote in Congress, 
and cut the number and cost of ear-
marks at least in half by the end of 
this session. 

Finally, to keep this economy strong 
we must take on the challenge of enti-
tlements. Social Security and Medicare 
and Medicaid are commitments of con-
science, and so it is our duty to keep 
them permanently sound. Yet we are 
failing in that duty, and this failure 
will one day leave our children with 
three bad options: huge tax increases, 
huge deficits, or huge and immediate 
cuts in benefits. Everyone in this 
Chamber knows this to be true, yet 
somehow we have not found it in our-
selves to act. So let us work together 
and do it now. With enough good sense 
and good will, you and I can fix Medi-
care and Medicaid, and save Social Se-
curity. 

Spreading opportunity and hope in 
America also requires public schools 
that give children the knowledge and 
character they need in life. Five years 
ago, we rose above partisan differences 
to pass the No Child Left Behind Act, 
preserving local control, raising stand-
ards, and holding those schools ac-
countable for results. And because we 

acted, students are performing better 
in reading and math, and minority stu-
dents are closing the achievement gap. 

Now the task is to build on this suc-
cess, without watering down standards, 
without taking control from local com-
munities, and without back sliding and 
calling it reform. We can lift student 
achievement even higher by giving 
local leaders flexibility to turn around 
failing schools, and by giving families 
with children stuck in failing schools 
the right to choose someplace better. 
We must increase funds for students 
who struggle, and make sure these 
children get the special help they need. 
And we can make sure our children are 
prepared for the jobs of the future, and 
our country is more competitive, by 
strengthening math and science skills. 
The No Child Left Behind Act has 
worked for America’s children, and I 
ask Congress to reauthorize this good 
law. 

A future of hope and opportunity re-
quires that all our citizens have afford-
able and available health care. When it 
comes to health care, government has 
an obligation to care for the elderly, 
the disabled, and poor children, and we 
will meet those responsibilities. For all 
other Americans, private health care 
insurance is the best way to meet their 
needs. But many Americans cannot af-
ford a health insurance policy. 

So tonight, I propose two new initia-
tives to help more Americans afford 
their own insurance. First, I propose a 
standard tax deduction for health in-
surance that will be like the standard 
tax deduction for dependents. Families 
with health insurance will pay no in-
come or payroll taxes on $15,000 of 
their income. Single Americans with 
health insurance will pay no income or 
payroll taxes on $7,500 of their income. 
With this reform, more than 100 mil-
lion men, women, and children who are 
now covered by employer-provided in-
surance will benefit from lower tax 
bills. 

At the same time, this reform will 
level the playing field for those who do 
not get health insurance through their 
job. For Americans who now purchase 
health insurance on their own, this 
proposal would mean a substantial tax 
savings, $4,500 for a family of four mak-
ing $60,000 a year. And for the millions 
of other Americans who have no health 
insurance at all, this deduction would 
help put a basic private health insur-
ance plan within their reach. Changing 
the Tax Code is a vital and necessary 
step to making health care affordable 
for more Americans. 

My second proposal is to help the 
States that are coming up with innova-
tive ways to cover the uninsured. 
States that make basic private health 
insurance available to all their citizens 
should receive Federal funds to help 
them provide this coverage to the poor 
and the sick. I have asked the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
to work with Congress to take existing 
Federal funds and use them to create 
‘‘Affordable Choices’’ grants. These 
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