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As you can see by this chart, 91 per-

cent of Americans believe that tracing 
data should be used in some form to 
help crimes, 91 percent. Why aren’t we 
doing a better job on helping our police 
officers do their job? 

Last week, New York Mayor 
Bloomberg teamed up with Boston 
Mayor Menino on this very issue. To-
gether they have formed a bipartisan 
coalition of more than 120 mayors from 
across the country. The group has 
many mayors from the urban as well as 
the rural areas. These mayors under-
stand the need for tracing data. They 
understand that Congress has done lit-
tle to help gun violence and stop gun 
violence in this country. 

They are tired of sitting back as 
their cities lose more and more citizens 
to gun violence. By the way, they are 
also tired of seeing the health care 
costs on those victims that do survive. 
This is something that we should be 
dealing with. It is a health care crisis 
in this country. 

Last week, they held their annual 
conference here in Washington. They 
spoke with Members from both sides of 
the aisle. This is not a Democrat or a 
Republican issue. It is not a pro-gun or 
anti-gun issue. It is a pro-law enforce-
ment issue with common sense, and it 
is supported by an overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans. 

We must do everything in our power 
to keep guns out of the hands of those 
that don’t deserve to have a gun. That 
is why I introduced the NICS Improve-
ment Act. This bill will simply 
strengthen the States. Right now when 
the NICS system doesn’t have the in-
formation in it, how can it basically re-
port out who should not be able to buy 
a gun? 

My NICS bill will be giving the 
States the money to bring their com-
puters up to speed, so that way when 
someone is adjudicated in court, 
whether it is on a felony or on domes-
tic violence, someone who should not 
be able to get a gun shouldn’t be able 
to get approved through the approved 
NICS system. This is common sense. 

Again, this is a pro-safety issue. It 
doesn’t affect anyone who wants to buy 
a gun, but it makes this country safer 
from gun violence. 

I know it is a very political issue. Ev-
eryone is always saying that you are 
trying to take away my gun. I have 
never done that. What I am trying to 
do is save lives; and I am trying to 
save, certainly, people from being 
harmed. Our mayors across this great 
country understand that. 

We can do a better job. Congress 
needs to start listening to the Amer-
ican people. These statistics show that 
gun owners, by the way, approve over-
whelmingly of being able to trace these 
guns. We should be able to do it. We 
can do a better job. Americans should 
have a safer country. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FOXX addressed the House. Her 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

PERSEVERE AND TRIUMPH OVER 
OUR FOE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROHR-
ABACHER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, 
271 years ago, American patriot and 
champion of human liberty, Thomas 
Paine, was born. His pamphlet ‘‘Com-
mon Sense’’ is credited with convincing 
the people of what was then the 13 
colonies to declare themselves inde-
pendent and committed to representa-
tive government and human liberty. 

Paine was thus instrumental in 
bringing about the American Revolu-
tion. During that historic life and 
death struggle with Great Britain, 
which then was the world’s mightiest 
empire, Paine was called upon by 
George Washington. At a moment when 
the tide seemed to be against us, Gen-
eral Washington implored Paine to 
write something that would bolster the 
spirits of those Americans supporting 
the patriots’ cause. 

Yes, there were naysayers and defeat-
ists in those days too, as well as people 
who were demoralized by the ongoing 
conflict that was going badly. Yet, had 
those before us lost faith and given up, 
the cause of liberty and independence 
would have been lost. Thomas Paine, at 
this dark moment of despair, wrote 
‘‘The American Crisis.’’ It was read 
aloud to every soldier in Washington’s 
Continental Army, some listening 
while standing in the snow, freezing, ill 
equipped and hungry. Yet, they did not 
give up. They did not give into pes-
simism. It made all the difference for 
them and for us. 

Every generation of Americans has 
to bear the weight of responsibility 
that comes with a commitment made 
to human liberty by our forefathers 
and -mothers 200 years ago. When free-
dom was in the balance and darkness of 
defeat loomed, Americans persevered 
and carried the day in the battle 
against tyranny and injustice, some-
times at horrendous cost, as in our 
Civil War when we rid America of the 
sin of slavery. Yes, at times, it looked 
as if the Union was lost. 

Lincoln had the thankless job of 
leading this country and keeping it 
unified, he, and the Union soldiers, 
steadfast and strong. How our world 
would be different, our country would 
be different today had they quit and 
gone home. 

In the 20th century, Americans 
stepped forward to save the world from 
the evil onslaught of Japanese mili-
tarism and Nazism and then com-
munism. There were always low points 
when pessimism could have taken hold; 
and had America retreated, it would be 
a far more sinister world. 

So, too, with the current preeminent 
threat to our security and freedom and 
the world’s, radical Islam has declared 
war on our way of life. It is an enemy 
to the liberty those Americans before 
us so cherished and sacrificed to pro-
tect. We are now at a moment when 
the people of our country are weary of 
this conflict, especially as it plays 
itself out in far-off Iraq, where deadly 
explosions take the lives of Americans, 
young Americans, as well as Iraqis. 

Let us not fool ourselves. The future 
of freedom and America’s role in the 
world is in the balance. The future will 
be determined by what we do. Yes, 
there is reason for despair. The cas-
ualty lists include names of young peo-
ple from Orange County, my Orange 
County, heroes such as young Marine 
Lance Corporal Marcus Glimpse of 
Huntington Beach, whose funeral I at-
tended last April. Also, there is Cor-
poral Angel Jose Garibay of Costa 
Mesa, and just this past weekend, the 
funeral of a 23-year-old second lieuten-
ant from Irvine, Mark J. Daily. They 
now have joined a very selected band of 
brothers in heaven who gave their lives 
for America and for the cause of human 
freedom. Yes, we are proud, but also we 
feel a profound sadness at their loss. 

Perhaps as we decide now, in this mo-
ment, when the bloodshed seems so fu-
tile, we should remember an earlier 
time of crisis, when the future seemed 
bleak, but our own resolve carried the 
day and the cause with it of human lib-
erty. 

I will read the following excerpt from 
Thomas Paine’s ‘‘The American Cri-
sis,’’ when he said: ‘‘These are the 
times that try men’s souls. The sum-
mer soldier and the sunshine patriot 
will, in this crisis, shrink from the 
service of their country; but he who 
stands by it now, deserves the love and 
thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, 
like hell, is not easily conquered; yet 
we have this consolation with us, that 
the harder the conflict, the more glo-
rious the triumph. What we obtain too 
cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dear-
ness only that gives everything its 
value. Heaven knows how to put a 
proper price upon its goods; and it 
would be strange indeed if so celestial 
an article as freedom should not be 
highly rated.’’ 

I ask my colleagues and the Amer-
ican people to think about these words 
and to stand firm for the cause of lib-
erty for which our Founding Fathers 
have sacrificed so much. 

We Americans, made up of every race, reli-
gion, and ethnic group have a special role to 
play in this world. We are the hope and light 
of all those who would live in freedom and 
long for justice. So as we face the crisis of our 
generation, perhaps we should again visit the 
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